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PREFACE: 


” Need mot tell the well diſpoſed Reg- 
er, there being ſo much ſaid and 
writ continually in this argument, 
how natural and nece(jary it 1s for ail 
rational Creatures, to loo back upon 
all occaſions to the Author of their be- 
ing ; that they may make him their heav- 


ty have record fn all the benefits 


- 
- 


they have received from him, and ſtill 
recommend themſelves and all their con- 
cerns, to his continued Grace and good 
Providence. . Nor ſhall I go about to 
ſhew- how much the publick Service of 
GOD in his own Houſe, is to be pre- 
ferred before the private» Devotion of 
Families at home : there being no rea» 
fon. as far as I underſtand, to make the 


latter neceſſary, but only becauſe, in moſt. 
| A} places, 


The Preface. 
laces Chriftian people cannot meet to- 
gether, at the (hurch every day, Morn- 
zng and Evenind, to give to GOD the 
glory that is due unto his Name. 

My bafine fs 1s to defire him to remem- 
ber , how watura! it is Jthewiſe #0 .all 
mankind to take [uth 200d Iadaice We- 
forehand, when they have any petitions 
or thanks to prefer unto earthly gods, 
that they may be aelivered #n a decent 
and grave form of words, as well as af- 
ter a reverend manner. ana to tonſider 
therefore, with what ſober and prudent 
care all thoſe expreſſions ought to be 
weighed, wherein they preſent the humble 
deſires and gratefnl affections of their 
hearts, to the moſt HighG OD, the 

ternal Majefly of FHleaven and 
Earth. 7, 

It hath not proved I am fwure an ho- 
wour to Religion, that men have learnt 
to be leff ſollicitons about the ene, than 
they are about the other. But ſuch have 
been the licentivns rambles of their fan- 
cy in ſuddain Prayer, ſo bold and rade 
have their deſcriptions been of Almighty 

God, 
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God, fo raſh their affirmations concern- | 
ing him, or concerning themſelves, and 
ſo many untrue or doubtful things have 
they uttered ; that 'it is ſufficient, in my 
poor judgment, to blaſt the credit of that 
way of” addreſs to him, as it hath done, 
alas ! with too many, the credit of Chri- 
ftian Piety, which hath ſuffered extream- 
ly by ſuch extravagance. 

I know there are preat numbers that 
will be reagy to opofe me in this parti- 
cular, mith whom I liſf not diſpute in 
this ſhort Preface. Let me only beſeech 
them.to uſe ſo much moderation, as not 
to diſcourage honeſt-hearted People from 
performing their duty to GOD, by diſ- 
gracing any longer, as they have been 
wort to do, all Book-Prayers. Which if 
they have not the advantage (as I think 
they have ) of ſuddain conceptions and 
expreſſions, yet are ſo nece far in the 
(hurch, that without them many Per- 
ſons cannot pray at all. And T hope they 
will confeſ, upon due deliberation, 
that though ſome few may.have attained 
an habit of uttering their deſires freely , 


4 and 
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aud becomingly upon any occaſion , yet 
« the uſe of : befive whe; 4 - a = 
miniſter to pride, wvain-glory, and ſelf- 
eonceit ; ſo moſt People are fo defettive 
both in their conceptions and utterance, 
as not to be able to diſcharge this holy 
duty as they ought, without ſuch afſiſt- 
ante 4s is. here offered them. | 

Flow well I have performed what 1 
bave undertaken, I muſt leave to the 
Judement of others. I am ſure I have 
proceeded with deliberation ; and ſtudi- 
ed faithfully to avoid all affeffed expreſ- 
ſions, fantaſtical alluſions, inſignificant 
allegories, pretended wit, and elegant 
converſions of ſententes, and raſh appli- 
cation of the holy Scripture to my preſent 
purpoſe : which have been the vices, per- 


haps, of ſome forms, though not [o fre- 
_— well as of men's ed, PY 
VENHIONs. 

1 have laboured alſo to gratifie the Rea- 
der , with ſome variety; not becauſe I 
think it is always beſt to uſe it, but be- 
cauſe ſome weak and ſqueamiſh appetites 
will not be ſatisfied without it. And 


befides 
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beſides Prayers for Families, I have com- 
poſed a great many other for particular 
perſons ; wherein if I have failed ix the 
clearneſs and ogy of my expreſſi- 
Ons, it was much againſt my will: and 
being admoniſhed of it by my friends , 1 
will "_ it, or any thing elſe that is 
amj), : 

But the length, or the brevity of the 
Prayers ſure will not be accuſed, becauſe 
there are of both ſorts; that they who 
like not the one, may make uſe of the 

other. 

Some, I doubt not, will complain that 
they find not a Prayer for ſome particu- 
lar want f theirs, not here named ; but 
that's a aefett which could not be reme- 
aied. For I knew not where to ſtop, 4 I 
had extended my thoughts Pant. thoſe 
neceſſities which are moſt common ; and 
the ret, I hope, may be reaſonably well 
ſupplied out of that, which I have done to 
ſerve the other. 

It 7s poſſible alſo that ſome may judge 
this whole work to be but a needleſs la- 
bour : ſince they have the Book of 

| Com- 
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Common Prayers at hand, which they 
can uſe at home as well as in the Church. 
With theſe perſons I ſhall not contend ; 
but only deliver my opinion freely about 
this matter. Which is, that the rev:- 
rence due to that book will be beſt pre- 
[erved, by employing it only in the pub- 
lick Divine Service ;, or in the private, 
where there is a Priefs to officiate. How- 
ever, the deſign of it is not to furniſh 
the People with Prayers, for all thoſe par- 
ticular occaſions, wherein devout ſouls 
would make their requeſts to God, And 
the conſtant opinion of pious Divines, in 
this and in other (hurches, we ſee, by 
their mritings , hath been ; that other 
Books of Prayers, which they have com- 
poſed, are neceſſary for the flock of Chriſt, 
beſides their publick Liturgie, 

That which remains is only to intreat 
thoſe, who will make uſe of this Book, 
which is here tendered to them; Firſt, 
to ſtir up their hearts to offer their Prat- 
ſes, Thankſgiving and Prayers unto 
GOD, our heavenly Father, with fervent 
devotion of ſpirit. And then, not to 

zmagine 
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imagzne the reading them out of .a Book 
i any hindrance to Devotion ; but ra- 
ther .a conſiderable help, and much bet- 
ter than truſting the memory even with 
a form. For a.man's mind hath nothing 
to ao, .nhen he hath the words before his 
eyes ; but wholly to intend it ſelf, tothe 
raiſing of its affettions unto the greateſt 
height and ardency of defire, and love, 
ani joy, that it is able. 

But take heed I beſcech you, in the 
laſk place ;, left the performance of theſe 
holy duties, with ſome affeition,, deceive 
you tnto the neglect of all the reſt. Our 
Prayers will be fruitleſi, if they be not 
attended mith our ſerions Fudy and ear- 
net labour, to atiaty that which we be- 
ſeech God to beſtow upon us. And there- 
fore mith s ſencere hatred of all ſin, and 
a fpreat armed with hearty re(olution a- 
gainft it, invoke the Divine Grace for 
your afſift ance. 

if you be true {hriſtian Souldiers, that 
mantully fight under the banner of 
our Lord, «all to him for aid, with 'your 
| weapons in your hand. With a __ 
ent 
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bent to conſider , deſire God to enlight- 
en you, And with an heart ſtored with 
the treaſures of Divine Truth, beſeech 
hins to quicken and enliven "you. And 
with cloſe and urgent applications of 


them to your heart, entreat him to en- 


able you to form and ſoape your whole 


man, HO, js and boay, according to 
them, For God is not hard to be entreat- 
ed,ſince he entreats us ts come to him, 
yea gives 4 great deal of his gote with- 
out asbing : but it is the faintneſs or 
enconſlancy of our endeavours to comply 
with his grace and with our own petiti- 
81s, that makes them no-more prevalent, 
They that hai no other Diretfor, but 
-rhe light of their own minds, ſaw this 


J on well enough, and were ſo ſenſible of this 


Wt. pruth, that they were wont publickly to 
3: declaim (as we find in Ariftides his O- 
35” ' "ratzon to the Rhodians concerning (04+ 


= word) againſt the abſurd folly of thoſe, 
fl 24 - Toney 765 Ito; who were perpetually 
| rs H W0XAHr, bc. 

3: with their Prayers, but would do no- 


importuning the Gods 


Ing for themſelves ; no, not thoſe 
things 


F 
} 
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things which they knew the Gods 
had put in their power. 
Apd in the ſame manzer Demoſthe- 
nes 22 oe of his Philippicks, chides the 
| Greeks; comparing them to men , who 
| ſeeing great hail-ſtones fall upon their 
| heads, prayed that they might be pre- 
' ſervedin ſafety ; but would not run 
away toſecurethemſelves from harm. 
_ And therefore Clemens Alexandri- 
nus juſtly commends the wiſdom of 
thoſe, who made the Laws 
of the famous Olympick 
Combats : By which he that entered the 
liſts, having for a long time before ex- 
 erciſed his body to feats of attivity, was 
ordered, before he began to contend for 
' the Prizeyto ſtand right over againſt the 
| Statue of Jupiter, and to ſay this Prayer. 
 O God; if TIamin all regards daly 
fitted and prepared,as Iought, for this 
Combat ; vouchſafe in thy. righteous 
{Judgment, to grant the vitory to me. 


\Even (0, ſaith he, may a man chearfully 


upproach to God, who, faithfully and 
with a good conlCience, doth all that 


he 


Lib. y Strom. 
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he can both'to: learn his-will, and to 
exerciſe himſelf in/ good- works, that 
are pleafing to him: for he:ſhall-have 
all that can.be wiſht for the perteQting 
of his Salvation. Juſt asa:Phyſician (2s 
he gves op) reſtores healthto thoſe,who 
co-operatewtth lis Medicines: ſo will 
G O'D give his eternal ſalvation, to 
them who' work together with him, 


both unto knowledge, and unto well- _ 


doing. 
As for thoſe who do not live well, it is 
plain, ſaith heir another place, that they 
"2 do'not fo much” as kyow 
1b. 6, Strom, = ff 
what things are moſt pro- 
fitable for themſelves. And if ſo, then it 
is manifeſt likewiſe that they cannot 
tell how'to pray to G O'D' to*reterve good 
things from him, being ignorant of” what 
is pool. Or if they ſhould' receive them, 
they would have no ſenſe at all of the gift, 
my uſe it according to it's worth ani aig- 
nity'; and thut for the very ſame reaſon, 
becauſe they underſtand not its value. 
Inſpire therefore, O Godof all Grace, 
I moſt humbly beſcech thee, _ my 
: cart 


ee 7 W 
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heart and the hearts of all others who 
ſhall read this book with ſuch a godly 
will, to endeavour zealouſlly in all 
things to do what 1s well-pleaſing in 
thy ſight; that we may comfortably 


expect the conſtant and powerful pre- 


ſence of thy holy Spirit with us, to 
help us in the performance of our du- 
ty, till we have perfeted holineſs in 
thy-fear. And the ſincerity of that love 
to thee, which weprofeſs in our Pray- 
ers, being. teſtified by an unwearied 
obſervance'of all thy commands ; we 
may beable-alſoto wait with an hum- 
ble confideneefor thy ſalvation : who 
haſt graciouſly promiſed to reward 
our weak and ſhort obedience in this 
life, with inconceiveable and Endleſs 


10y5-1h & better World. Amen. 


Im- 


EI cds. 


Imprimatur, 


Sam. Parker Rm in Chriſto Patri as 

> Domino, D' Gilberto Ars 

I ehep. (antuar. a ſac. Dom, 
1692 
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In the 
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Lmighty and Eternal 
God, the Lord of Hea- 
ven and Earth - we thy 
Creatures are here pro- 
{ſtrate before Thee, to 

expreſs our humble and grateful ſenſe 
of our dependence on thee 3 to ho. 
nour thee with our Praiſes and 

; Thankſgivings 3 and with an hearty 

{ oblation of our ſelves, our Souls and 

| Bodies, to thy ſervice. We are un- 

worthy, we confeſs, to be admit- 


ted to ſpeak unto thy Majeſty, nor 
B can 
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-can our thoughts or words add any 
thing to thy greatneſs, happineſs and 
glory - but ſince thou art pleaſed in 
thy infinite goodneſs to dous the ho- 
:0ur, not only to admit, but to 1n- 
vite our addreſſes unto thee, that 
our ſpirits may be bettered by lifting 
up themfelves to thee from whom 
we come, by meditating thy praiſes, 
by exciting our love, and paying 
our acknowledgments to thee; we 
moſt humbly and thankfully receive 
this thy great grace and favour to- 
wards us. Remembring withall, that 
It 1s but juſt and reaſonable we 
ſhould pay thee our vows which we 
made the laſt night, being ſo graci- 
ouſly raiſed up in ſoundneſs of body 
and mind, to fee the light of © this 
day; which our Saviour hath made, 
that we [may be glad and rejoyce 
tzerein. 

We laud and magnihe therefore 
thy moſt holy Name, thy infinite 
Power, Wiſdom and Bounty ; which 


all the world proclaims with the 
| higheſt 
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higheſt praiſes. We bleſs thee in 
behalf of all thy creatures, as well 
as of our ſelves ( to whom thou haſt 
given dominion over the _ 

works of thy hands )tor the ag "5 
eyes of all look unto thee, 

and thou giveſt them their meat in due 
ſeaſon. T hou openeſt thy hand and ſa- 
tisfieſt the deſire of every living thing, 
But above all we acknowledge thy 
meſtimable benefits beſtowed upon 
Mankind in Chriſt Jeſus, the Son of 
thy Love, whom thou waſt pleaſed, 
in thy infinite mercy, to ſend among 
us in our own likeneſs ; to aflure us 
of thy good will towards us, and to 
inſtruct us in our duty towards thee, 
and to give us hope of no leſs than 
immortal life, by patient continu- 
ance 1n well doing. 

We remember with all thankful- 
neſs his miraculous Birth, at which 
the Angels rejoyced* his moſt holy 
Life; his bitter Agony, and bloudy 
Death; his glorious Reſurrection up- 
on this day from the grave 5 his 

B 2 Aſcen- 
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Aſcenfion into the heavens, to fit on 
the right hand of the Majeſty on 
high; his Triumph over all the 
powers of darkneſs; and his Sove- 
teign:-Dominion over all Angels, Au- 
thorities and Powers, 
whom thou haſt made 
ſubject to him, O God, how great 
was thy love to the ſinful ſons of 
men! which moved thee to paſs by 
ſach innumerable offences, where- 
by they had provoked thy ſevereſt 
diſpleaſure. How great was that 
love! which hath honoured our mor- 
tal nature with ſo high a glory 3 and 
committed the care of our immortal 
ſouls to one ſo mighty to ſave, and 
ſo full of kindneſs, and moſt tender 
charity toward us. O the greatneſs 
of thy love | which hath choſen us 
to be thy ſons and heirs, together 
with. Chriſt Jeſusz and ſet ſuch an 
high Prieſt over thy houſe and fami- 
ly,” to make interceſſion for us, to 
diſpenſe all divine bleftings to us, 
and ſend forth Angels themſelves 

h to 
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to be miniſtring ſpirits for them who 
ſhall be heirs of ſalvation. _ 
Who can underſtand © FH 
the exceeding riches of thy grace in 
ſending the Holy Ghoſt to be a wit- 
neſs of our Saviours Reſurrection 
and Exaltation ; and to make us 
abound in hope, that we F - 
ſhall be one day raiſed 5 "= 
from the dead, and carried to hea- 
ven, and keep a perpetual re{t, at- 
ter our ſhort labours here, with our 
bleſſed Lord and Maſter, in his eter- 
nal glory ? 
_ O that we could begin it this day, 
in devout Meditations of theſe things, 
in unſpeakable joy and fatisfaftion 
of heart in the aſſured hope and ex- 
pectation of them, and in bleſſing 
and praiſing thee, who haſt givenus 
ſuch good hope, and everlaſting 
conſolation, Lift up our minds, we 
pray thee, this morning, above alt 
theſe little things here below, which 
are apt to diſtract our thoughts, and 
turn away our eyes from that hea- 
B 3 venly 
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venly blils. And keep them above 
in the ſerious contemplation of it ; 
till we be in love with it, and our 
hearts be fully bent and reſolved to 
ſeek it every day in thole ways 
wherein Jeſus hath gone before us, 
though it (ſhould be with the loſs of 
all that we here poſleſs. It 1s but meet 
and fit that we ſhould wholly quit our 
own will, and devote our ſelves to 
follow thine 3 eſpecially ſince thou 
haſt ſhown ſuch unuſual kindneſs to- 
wards us, as if we had been inno- 
cent, we durſt not have preſumed to 

expect from thee. | 
We are a(ham'd, O Lord, to think 
that ever we have diſobeyed thee, to 
whom we ſtand fo deeply indebted, 
both as we are thy creatures, and as 
we are redeemed by the precious 
bloud of thy Son Jeſus. It grieves 
us, that we have tranſgreſſed any 
of thy righteous and good Laws, by 
which it 1s our happineſs as well as 
our duty to be governd. We ab- 
hor the thoughts of ever breaking 
them 
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them any more : beſeeching not on- 
ly thy gracious pardon, but thy ac- 
ceptance of our entire reſolution to 
agree with thy will in all things, for 
the time to come. We here again 
moſt ſolemnly dedicate all the pow- 
ers of our fouls and bodies to thy 
ſervice : defiring unfeignedly that 
all the thoughts and deſigns of our 
minds, all the affe&ions and pafſtons 
of our hearts, and all the aCtions of 
our life and converſation may be 
pure, holy and unreproveable in thy 
fight. 

For which end we moſt humbly 
implore the afliſtance of thy good 
ſpirit, which our Lord hath en- 
couraged us to hope thou wilt give 
to thoſe, that ask and ſeek 1t with 
their whole heart. O let thy mer- 
cy be upon us according to - thy 
word, according as our hope is in 
thee, and our hearts ſincerely and 
ſtedfaſtly ſet to keep thy Command- 
ments. Search #s, O God 


ail os 
and knowour hearts: try 24 oP 


B = HI, 


i all 
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4s, and hnow our thonghts. And ſee 
if there be any way of wickedneſs in 
#5, and lead us in the way everlaſting. 
Fill our minds with awful and reve- 
rend thoughts of Thee, as our Sove- 
reign Lord aud Judge. Settle in us 
an immutable love to Thee ; and 
the highcſt eſteem of thy favour and 
grace, as better than life it ſelf. That 
ſo we may ſtudy above all things to 
approve our very hearts, and all our 
ations to thee 3 and feel the ſenſe of 
thy acceptance of us, giving us grea- 
ter pleaſure, than all the world can 
afford us. 

Make it our delight to praiſe thee, 
to call to mind thy loving kindneſs, 
to offer to thee the ſacrifice of thank(\- 
giving, and to meditate on thy pre- 
cious promiſes. Help us to take heed 
toour ſelves, leſt our hearts 
be at any time overchar- 
ed with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs, and 
the 1nordinate cares of 
this life: to have our con- 


werſation without covetouſneſs, and to be 
C072= 


Luke 21. 24. 


He). 13. $ 
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content with ſuch things as we have : 
To poſſeſs our bodies in 
fanFification and honour: 
To love our neighbours as Rom. 13. 9. 
our ſelves, And as we 
would that others (hould 
do to us, to do even ſo to 
them: To live peaceably, Rom. 12. 18. 
as much as in 8s lieth, 

with all men: Fo put on 1 Pet. 3. 4. 
the ornament of a meek, 
and quiet ſpirit : 1o take 
thoſe who have ſpoken in the name of 
our Lord, for an example of ſuffering 
affliF ion, and of patience 3 
and when we ſuffer as 
Chriſtians, not to be aſhamed, but to. 
glorifie thee our God on this behalf. 

And accept, good Lord, of. all 
the praiſes and acknowledgments 
of all thy People met this day -to- 
gether, according to thy will - and 
afliſt us to render thee ſtill more 
hearty . and affectionate praiſes, in 
that holy Aſſembly, to which we are 
going to joyn our ſelves. O that 

B 5 all 


1 Theſſ.. 4. 4+ 


Matth. 1. 12. 


Jam. g. 12, 


1 Pet. 4- 16. 
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all people on the face of the earth 
were united together, likewiſe, in 
one body to ſheyw forth thy praiſe. O 
that thy way were known upon 
earth, thy ſaving health among all 
Nations. And that all Chriſtian 
Kings eſpecially, may be filled with 
thy holy Spirit; and think it their 
Crown and their Glory, to be the 
devout worſhippers and faithful ſub- 
jets of the Lord Jeſus, the King of 
kings, and the Lord of lords. O that 
thy Prieſts may be cloath- 
ed with righteouſneſs, and 
thy Saints ſhout aloud for joy. That all 
who are in diſtreſs and miſery may 
rejoyce alſo, in hope that all afflicti- 
ons {hall turn to their good, and af- 
terwaxds yield the peace- 
able fruit of righteouſneſs. 
O. Lord, hear us; and make thy 
face to {hine upon thy ſervants : that 
we may enter into thy gates with 
thanksgiving,, and into thy courts with 
praiſe : that we may be thankful 
unto thee, and bleſs ihy Name, 

or 


Pſal.. 132. 9. 


Heb. 12. 1T. 
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For the Lord is good; his mercy is ever- 
laSting : and his truth en- 
dureth to all generations: 
Amen, Amen, for Jeſus Chriſt his 
ſake 3 in whole words we conclude 
our 1mperfect Prayers. 


Plal. 100. 4,5» 


Our Father, &c, 


At Niebt. 


Lord moſt high ; the Holy 

One, who inhabiteſt Eterni-. 

ty, who only haſt immortality, and 
art moſt bleſſed in thy own 1ncom- 
prehen(ible perfections. Thou art to - 
be feared and loved, to be worſhip- 
ped and praiſed, by us and all reaſon- 
able creatures; who have any know- 
ledge, how great, how mighty, how 
wiſe and merciful thou art. All thy. 
works praiſe thee, O Lord, and we 
more eſpecially ought to bleſs thee 
whom thou haſt made to ers | 
way 


. 
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thy moſt adorable excellencies, 
which are far beyond the higheſt of 
all our thoughts. And we have yet 
a more particular obligation to thee, 
for thy marvellous love in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, whom thou haſt ſent in great *” 
humility to viſit us, who are but duſt 
and aſhesz to make his abode among 
us; to teſtifie thy great love to us; 
to aſſure us of thy good will, not- 
withſtanding our many offences; and 
to make us exceeding great and prect= 
045 promiſes, to Invite us to approach 
thee, and to encourage our obed1- 
| ence to thee, We thank thee that 
he hath (ſealed them with his bloud 5; 
and that thou haſt confirmed them by 
his Reſurrection, and Aſcenfion, and 
the coming of the Holy Ghoſt; and 
haft alſogiven us fo many happy op- 
portunities to acquaint our ſelves 
with the truth and purity of the 
Chriſtian Religion: which comforts 
us In this ſtate of mortality and miſe- 
ry,with the bleſſed hope of eternal life. 
Bleſſed be thy goodneſs for that 
great 
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great conſolation 3 and that thou 
haſt ſhown us the way to it by his 
dodrine and example; and afſured 
us of the aſliſtance of thy holy Spi- 
rit to enable us to follow after him, 
to that glory which he poſleſles. 
Bleſſed be thy goodneſs, that we 
have felt it ſo often 1n our minds and 
hearts 3 inſpiring us with holy 
thoughts, exciting 1n us devout af- 
fections and godly reſolutions, filling 
us with Divine Joys , and with com- 
fortable expectations of the glory 
that ſhall be revealed. We thank 
thee, that thou haſt permitted us 
this day to attend upon thee, toge- 
ther with our Chriſtian Brethren, in 
the publick Duties of thy Worſhip 
and Service. And that there we 
have received any good inſtructions, 
any holy exhortation, and Chrifſti- 
an encouragements, to proceed and 
_ go forward in the courſe of well 
_ doing : ard have begun in any mea- 
{ure that eternal reft, which we wait 


for with all the faithful; when we 
{ball 
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{hall praiſe, and thank, and love thee 
our heavenly Father better than we 
can do now, whilſt we are in theſe 
frail bodies, and abſent from the 
Lord. 

We can do no leſs than offer up 
again our ſouls and bodies to thee, 
to be ordered and governed by thy 
bleſſed Will, and not our own : that 
ſo we may be every day more prepa- 
red for that happy ſtate, and draw 
nearer and nearer in the diſpoſition 
and temper of our ſpirits to that im- 
mortal bleſſedneſs. It 1s our fſatisfa- 
ion, our ſecurity, the eaſe and joy 
of our hearts, to be under the con- 
duct of thy unerring wiſdom; to fol- 
low thy counſels, and to be deter- 
mined in all things by thy holy Will: 
who art ſo good, and haſt given us 
ſuch large demonſtrations of thy 
abundant kindneſs and good will to 
us, as will not let us diſtruſt thy ten- 
der care of us; whatſoever it 1s thou 


wouldeſt have us do or ſuffer in this * 


world. 
O God, 


Sunday. Prayers for Families. 15 


O God, puriftie our minds and 
thoughts more perfe&tly, that we 
may never conceive amiſs of thee; 
but have right apprehenſions in all 
things: and purife all our paſſions 
and affeftions hkewiſe, that we may 
entirely love theez and rejoyce in 
being beloved of thee ; and humbly 
confide in thee, and abſolutely re- 
ſign our ſelves to thee, and be filled 
with conſtant devotion towards thee, 
our Almighty Creator, and moſt 
merciful Redeemer. Poſleſls our 
hearts with ſuch a lively ſenſe of our 
relation to thee in both reſpects, and 
of the honour thou haſt done us in 
preferring us ſo much above the reſt 
of our fellow creatures; that we 
may ever behave our ſclves ſuitably 
to the dignity of our Nature, and of 
our Religion. 

O that we may never degenerate 
intoa baſe and unworthy love of any 
thing here bclow : nor be oppreſſed 
with the burden of the cares of this 
life : nor ſink under the weight of 

any 
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any affiition, nor be vainly puffed 
up with the greateſt fulneſs of earth- 
ly goods, if thou art pleaſed to be- 
ſtow them on us. But aſſiſt us with 
thy grace, to abhor that 
which is evil, and cleave 
fo that which is good. Diſpole us to 
a diſcreet and temperate uſe of all 
the pleaſures of this world. Endue 
us with true modeſty and humility of 
ſpirit, that we may ot think of our 
ſelves more highly than we 

— '* » ongbt to think ; but think 
ſoberly, according to the 
meaſure which thou haſt dealt unto us, 
Keep us from being wiſe 7 our own 
conceits and enable us ſo to order 
our ſelves, that our moderation may 
be known to all men.Make 
us kindly affeFioned one 
to another in brotherly love :. To de- 
light in doing good; to ſhew al/. m:6k- 
: eſs to all men : To render 

bn Fg 2s To all their dues : Tribute 
to whom Tribute. is due, 


cuſtom to whomne cuſtom, fear to whons 


fear, 


Rom. 12. $9. 


Phil. 4. 5+ 


£1 ie AD 
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fear, honour to whowe honour : and to 
owe no man any thing, but to love one 
another, Make us fo happy, that we 
may be able to love our enemies, to 
bleſs thoſe that curſe #4, to 
do good to them that hate 
5, to rejoyce with them 
that do rejoyce, and weep with there 
that weep. Compoſe our fpirits to a 
quiet and ſteady dependence.on thy 
good providence; that we may not 
zake too much thought for our life, 
mor be careful for any 
thing : but by prayer and 
ſupplication with thankſ- 
giving, ſtill make known our requeſts to 
thee our God, And help us to pray 
alway, and not faint : In 
every thing to give thanks, 18. 1, 

and offer up the ſacrifice * Thell. 5. 18. 
of praife continually: To web. 13. 15. 

paſs the time of our ſojour- 
ning here in fear : to be- 
lieve thoſe things which we 
do not ſee, and to rejoy.e 1yke 21. 19. 


in hope of thy Glory: 10 
f thy Glory ”__ 


Matth. 5. 44+ 
Rom. 12. I5, 


Matth. 6. 25. 
Phil. 4. 6. 


1 Pct. I. 17. 
Rom. 5. 2» 
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, ofſeſs our fou!s 1m pati- 
__ Ds Poſe And to _ 71 
whatſoever ſtate we are, therewith to 
be content : Make us 4:ow both how 
to be abaſed, and how to abound * eve- 
ry where, and in all things injirn@ us, 
both to be full and to be hungry, both to 
abound and to ſuffer need : being en- 
abled to do all things through Chriſt 
which ſtrengthneth us. That we feel- 
Ing the joys of uprightneſs and inte- 
ority of heartz our Religion may be 
the greateſt comfort and pleaſure to 
us,and we our ſelves an Ornament to 
our Religion. 

O that we could alway by an inno- 
cent, good and uſeſu] life, commend 
the Dodqrine of God, our Saviour, 
to thoſe who-converſe with us: And 
that the light of all Chriſtians did 
ſo ſhine before men, that others be- 
holding their good works, might be 
moved to gloritie thee, and heartily 
to believe on the Lord Jeſus. Send 


forth thy Light and thy Truth into 
all the dark corners of the Earth : 


T hat 


, Ts - 


"As, x ——_— et + 


— —FRREELoros Re IA. + 


forted now afier the time 


that thou haſt plagued us 3 
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That all Kings may fall 


down before him, and all 
Nations ſerve him. And 
endue them whom thou haft placed 
in ſuch high Authority over others 
with that divine Spirit which was in 
him : that they may deliver the needy 
when he crieth; the poor alſo, and him 
that hath no helper. That they may 


Plat. 52. 11,12, 
12, 14» 


ſpare the poor and needy, and ſave and 


redeem their ſoul from deceit and vio- 
lence : and their blood may be precious 
in their ſight. 

Bieſs theſe Kingdoms wherein we 
live; and as thou haſt long continu- 


ed to us the knowledge of thy 


Truth : ſo give us grace to bring 


. forth fruit becoming the Goſpel ; 


that thou mayeſt not cut us down as 
barren trees, which cumber the 
ground. Lord ſave the King, and 
e(tabliſh his Throne in righteouſneſs, 
that we, may ſee many happy days 
under his Government, and be cox- 


Plal. 90. Ig» 
and 


20 Prayers for Families, Sunday. 


and for the years wherein we have ſuf 
fered adverſity. Proſper the pious 
endeavours of all thoſe that faith- 
fully feed and inſtruct thy People ; 
and encreaſe the number of them. 
O that the Seed which hath been 
ſown this Day, may take deep root | 
in all our hearts, and bring forth 
fruit abundantly : that being not for- 
getful hearers, but doers of 
the work, we may be all 
bleſſed in our deed. Help us in all the 
week following, to /et 2 
watch before our mouth ; 
and to keep the door of our lips. Pre- 
ſerve us that our heart incline not to . 
any evil thing, to praiſe wicked works, 
with men that work iniquity : but we 
may be always folowers 
1 Pet. 3- 13. of that which 3s good; 
1 Theſl 4. 1, and as we have received 
how we ought to walk and 
pleaſe thee our God," ſo we may abound 
more and more. | 
Prote& us, we beſeech thee, and 
all our friends every where , this 
night. 


Jam, 1. 25, 26. 


Pſal. 41. 3, 4+ 
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night. Grant us quiet and undi- 
ſturbed reſt and ſleep : and awaken 
in. the morning theſe good thoughts 
and deſires again in our hearts ; that 
the words of our Saviour 
may abide in us, and we 
' zu him; till we come to endleſs life 
together with him; by whom we 
are encouraged thus to addreſs our 
ſelves unto thee, and to continue to 
pray, as he hath taught us in his holy 
Goſpel, ſaying, 


Jolin 15. 7. 


Our Father, &c. 


© — 


A ſhorter form of Prayer for the Lords 
day Morning. 


Moſt holy and eternally Bleſſed. 

The heaven,and the 
heaven of heavens is thine, 
' the earth alſo with all 1hat therein 3s. 
Thou art every where, and can(t 
not be excluded from any place : but 
art 


Deut. 10. I4» 
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art preſent to the greateſt ſecrets of 
our fouls, and ſeeſt the cloſeſt and 
moſt retired thoughts of our hearts, 
Thou knoweſt very well with what 
deſigns and affections we now bow 
our ſelves before thee, and canſt not 
be deceived by any words that we 
are able to ſpeak in thy praiſe, whilſt 
our hearts are far from thy fear and 


love. 


Behold, O Lord, our hearts are 
full with deſires to be poſſeſſed with 
a mighty reverend ſenſe-of thee, and 
of all the benefits thou haſt beſtowed 
on us: and to be lifted up to Hea- 
ven in love to thee, and joy in thee, 
whilſt we bleſs and praiſe thee, and 
ſpeak good of thy Name. We here 
remember with all humility and 
thankfulneſs that thou art our Crea- 
tor, and acknowledge thy care and 
providence over thy ancient people 
in bleſſing and ſandifying a day 
wherein thou thy ſelf reſtedſt from 
thy works, that they might ceaſe 
from all other employments; and 
admire 


A 


Sunday. Prayers for Families. 23 


admire thy wonderful works, extol 
thy power, bleſs thy goodneſs, and 
be aſtoniſhed at thy wiſdom, in ma- 
king, preſerving , adorning and go- 
verning this excellent frame .of the 
world. The heavens declare thy glory, 
O God, and the firmament ſheweth thy 
handy-work, The Sun, the Moon, 
and all the hoſt of Heaven proclaim 
the greatneſs and ſplendor of thy Ma- 
jeſty. The whole earth is full of thy 
rich goodneſs : ſo is the 
great and wide ſea, where- 
in are things moving innumerable, 
both ſmall and great living creatures. 


Pal. 104. 24+ 


| There is nothing but what ſpeaks of 


theez and above all, the Children 
of men whom thou haſt wonderful- 
ly made, and curiouſly wrought, 
and impreſſed with thine own 
Image 3 that they might underſtand 
thee and love thee, in all and above 
all things. 

The variety, the order, the ſted- 
faſtneſs of all thy works in this great 


world, abundantly utter thy —_— 
le 
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ble perfeQions. But thou, O Lord, by 
thy goodneſs in giving thy Son for 
us, and then raiſing him up from the 
dead, and ſetting him at thy right 
hand, haſt given us new matter of - 
wonder and praiſe; and conſecrated 
a better reſt and holy day of rejoy- 
cing : wherein we ſhould behold the 
glories of another world, and have 
before our eyes the happineſs thou 
intendeſt for us there, together with 
all the excellent means which lead 
unto it. Thou giveſt us occaſion 
not only to reflect upon all the good 
things thou haſt provided for our bo- 
dies; {which we can never acknow- 
ledge enough 3 the very health and 
eaſe of one Day deſerving the thank- 
fulneſs of many) but we muſt alfo re- 
member, that we are thy redeemed 
ones, and that thou haſt done great 
things for our ſouls in thy Son Jeſus, 
who is entred into the heavens for us, 
and gone to prepare a reſting place 
for all thoſe that follow him. This 
exceeding riches of thy grace inft- 
nitely 
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nitely ſurpaſſes all - our acknowledg. 
ments; fince all the praiſes we are 
able to render thee, are leſs than 
due for thy temporal bleſſings. 

To this love we owe the know- 
ledge of thee, the true and onl 
God 3 our freedom from Idolatry, 
and a vain converſation ; the true 
Principles of holy living 3 the bene- 
fit of repentance ; the promiſe of a 
pardon ; the aſſiſtance of thy holy 
Spirit 3 the miniſtry of thy Angelsz 
the hope of immortal life ; and the 
pledges our Lord hath left us sf his 
endleſs love. To this we owe thy 
forbearance in the days of our igno- 
rance; thy unwearied patience to- 
wards us in a continued rebellion ; 
and thy earneſt intreaties of us, when 
we were paſſionately bent upon our 
own deſtruction. Thou haſt. ſent us, 
in much love, many holy Inſtructors 
and Guides to bleſſedneſs. We have 
had the benefit of ſundry ptous Ser- 
mons, good Examples, wholeſome 
admonitions, and ſerious counſels, of 

C the 


—— 
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the power of the Holy Ghoſt, and 


divers reſtraints of fear, and ſhame, 
and love; and thou ſtill purſueſt us 
with thy merciful binds, and be- 
ſeecheſt us to attend to thy gracious 
invitations, and receive thy bleſlings, 


and make thee our choice, and be. 


eternally happy in thy Divine favour 
and hkeneſs. What ſhall we render 
to the Lord for all his benefits to- 
wards us? 

O help us to maniteſt our real and 
unfeigned defires to make ſome wor- 


thy returns to thee, by our careful 


improvement of the holy opportuni- 
ty which thou this Day putteſt into 
our hands. O that our minds may 
be more enlightned to underſtand 
the truth, as it is in Jeſus: that our 
wills may be more ſtedfaſtly reſolved 
to cleave unto itz that our affeRtions 
may be excited to a ſtronger and 
more ardent Jove to thee, and toa 
greater delight in thee; and all the 
powers of our ſouls diſpoſed to ſerve 


thee at all other times, more cheer- 
fully 
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fully and readily, in all the Duties 
of Piety , Soberneſs, Righteouſneſs 
and Mercy. So that every Day may 
become an holy reſt to the Lord, by 
cealing to do evil, and conſtantly do; 
ing well: and we may glorifie thee 
throughout our whole life; in all 
_ our actions ſhewing forth 
thy praiſes, who haſt called 
#s out of darkneſs into thy marvellous 
light, And enlighten, Good Lord, 
the whole World with the beams of 
thy glorious Goſpel, And diſpoſe 
the hearts of- all Chriſtian people, a- 
mong whom the Sun of Righteout- 
neſs hath ſhone ſo long, to walk as 
children of the Light : That ſo they 
may offer up unto thee this day moſt 
acceptable Sacrifices , for themſelves 
and for all mankind: and be fitted 
and prepared by ſerving thee 1n 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs here, 
to ſhine for ever, in his heavenly 
Kingdom, with Chriſt Jefus our Savi- 
our. By whom thou haſt given us a- 
good hope in Thee, that thou wilc 
C 2 near 
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hear our Prayers, and do for us 
above all that we can ask or think ; 
which we humbly beg in thoſe holy 
words, which he hath taught us, ſay- 


ing, 


Our Father, 8c. 


Another at Night. 


Moſt bleſſed for evermore 3 

the Father of Mercies, and the 
God of all Comfort. How precious 
are thy thoughts to us-ward £ how 
great is the ſum of theme Thou re- 
neweſt thy favours continually, and 
art ſtill pouring upon us innume- 
rable benefits 3 of which, this 1s not 
the leaſt, that thou giveſt us leave to 
come into thy preſence, to call thee 
Father, and to make known our re- 
queſts to thee, by prayer and ſuppli- 
cation with thankſgiving. We ac- - 
cept , O Lord, with all ng Ex 
this 
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this thy great grace and loving kinc- 
neſs to us: and are here again pro- 
ſtrate . before thee this Evening, to 
acknowledge thy goodneſs in ma- 
king. us ſuch excellent Creatures 3 
capable to know thee, and ackno «- 
ledge thee, and love thee, and by be- 
ing made like thee, to be eternally 
happy with thee. 

Blefied be thy name, that we are 
now alive; and that we have lved 
ſo long in health, and ſtrength, and 
peace, and plenty of all good things: 
whereas our eyes might have been 
conſumed with grief, our bones foie 
vexed, and we might*have mingled 
our drink with continual weeping. 
We are bound unto thee for the trec 
uſe of our underſtandings; for the 

ood inclinations we find in our 
will ; for any devout aftedions which 
are ſtirring in our hearts; for all the 
advantages we have had by our edu- 
cation, good company, and holy ex- 
amples: And more eſpecially for the 
1]]uminations of the Holy Ghoſt by 
G3 thy 
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thy bleſſed Goſpel 3 the breathings 
of it frequently into our ſpirits ; the 
1mportunities thou haſt uſed to draw 
us to thee; and the great and preci- 
ous promiſes whereby thy love in 
Chriſt Jeſus conſtrains us to reſign 
our {elves entirely to the obedience of 
thy Precepts. 

We ought likewiſe to admire and 
praiſe thee, for thy goodneſs to all 
thy creatures, who live daily upon 
thy bounteous allowance. The eyes 
of all wait on thee, and 
thou giveſt ther their food 


P.al: 135. 


| #n due ſeaſon. Thou diffuſeſt thy 


bieſht-gs in ſeveral ſtreams to every 
one of them, according to their neecs. 
That thou giveſt them, they 
gather : thou openeſt thy 
hand, ihey are filed with good. We 


Plal. 104. 22. 


give thee the glory of thy plentuul 


proviſion thou baſt made for them - 
and more particularly admire thy 
great Jiberality to the Children of 
men; under whoſe feet thou haſt 
put in {ubjecion, al Ske:p and Oaen, 


yea, 
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yea and the Beafls of the Field, 1be 
Fowl of the Air,” and the Fiſhof the 
Sea, and whatſoever paſſeth through 
the paths of the Waters, O Lord 
we praiſe thee for thy goodneſs to 
thoſe who praiſe thee not themſelves. 
Be thou adored and acknowledged 
in thy bounty, which beſtows ſo ma- 
ny bleſlings unasked and unfought ; 
and continues them notwithſtanding. 
abundance of provocations, and mult 
high offences that they have given to 

thy merciful kindnels. | 
And let thy goodneſs to thy 
Church be never forgotten by us, 
which thou haſt in all Ages proteCt- 
ed and detended : in a marve)lous 
manner propagating the Goſpel of 
our Saviour, confounding its oppo- 
fers, and ſpreading it by the power of 
the Holy Ghoſt over the face of the 
Earth. We thank thee for thy (in- 
gular favour to theſe Countries 
wherein we live. To whom theſe 
glad tidings of Salvation have reach- 
edz and who have long enjoyed a 
C4. more 
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more glorious light than many other 
places; and being delivered from 
the darkneſs of Popiſh Superſtition, 
and from ſundry attempts that have 
been made to bereave us of this 
happineſs; and are again ſetled af- 
ter many confuſions 1n a peaceable 
enjoyment of thy true Religion : 
which thou haſt alſo continued to 
us, though we have not brought 
forth fruit worthy of the Goſpel of 
thy Grace. 

O that all thy undeſerved good- 
neſs may have this effe&t upon us ; 
to make us heartily love thee, and 
devoutly worſhip thee, and zealoul- 
ly obey thee, ard ltedfaſtly truſt and 
bope in thee for ever. That by a 
careful improvement of ihe knowledge 
of thee our God, and our Lord Jeſus 
Chriit, by whom thou haſt given us 
all things that pertain unto life and 
godlineſs, we may {till enjoy this 1n- 
eſtimable treaſure, and all thy love 
to us may at Jaſt be finiſhed in thoſe 


eternal joys , which he hath promi- 
ſed 
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ſed to the faithful. And as we have 
been taught, exhorted and encoura- 
ged this day out of thy holy word 3 
and have likewiſe publickly acknow- 
ledged our obligations to thee, and 
made profeſtion of love, and grati- 
tude, and datifulneſs to thy Divine 
Majeſty - So help us all the week fol- 
lowing openly to teſtifie the truth 
and honeſty of our hearts, 1n all this, 
by a blamelels converſation 3 in all 
humility, mecknels, temperance, 
righteouſneſls, charity, and peace, 
with all them that call on the Lord out 
of a pure heart. 

Bleſs our Sovereign, the Defender 
of the Faith we profels, and all em- 
ployed under him, in their ſeveral 
offices: that they may be inftrudſknts 
of continuing to us theſe holy oppor- 
tunities 3 with all other good things 
that may make theſe Kingdoms hap- 
py. O thar all our friends may be 
thinez and if we have any enemies, 
Father, forgive them, Comfort and 
ſlupport the lick, the needy,. and all 
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other diſtreſſed perſons, with an im- 
moveable belief of thy wife and 
good providence; to which give 
them grace patiently and obediently 
to reſign themſelves. And. when all 
our ſenſes this night ſhall be bound 
up with ſleep, be thou, O Lord, our 
keeper : and after the refreſhment of 
that repoſe, and this holy reſt from 
our Labours, raiſe us in the morning 
to return unto them with cheerful 
minds, and ready wills; praifing (till 
and magnifying thy multiplied mer- 
cies to us in Chriſt Jeſus, by whom 
we preſent our ſelves and petitions to 
thee: ſaying further, as be hath 
taught us. 


Hur Father, &c. 


Another 
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Another for the Afternoon, or any other 
time of that day 


Moſt Holy, Glorious and Ele(- 
ſed. Thy name is excellent in 
all the earth ; and thou art for ever 
praiſed by all the Hoſt of Heaven, 
who are never weary of thy ſervice. 
We thy creatures, ſinful duſt and 
aſhes, have many times profeficd ir is 
our happineſs to join with thoſe 
Heavenly Inhabitants in admiring, 
worſhipping, bleſſing and loving 
thee, the great Lord of all ; with 
pure hearts, in unity of Spirit, fin- 
cere friend{hip, and brotherly accord 
one with another. We have often 
ſpoken great things of thee 3 and de- 
clared thy ſervice to be the ſweeteſt 
pleaſure, and one Hour ſpent in holy 
Meditations, devout affeqions, and 
chearful thankſgivings, to be far bet- 
ter than all the time we ſpend in 
other employments, 
How much then, if we mean {in- 
cerely, 
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cerely, and according to our words, 
ſhould our hearts rejoyce that we 
may ſpend a Day in thy Courts, and 
aretnvited to a longer attendance on 
thy divine Majeſty, 1n the duties of 
thy worſhip and ſervice. We are 
aſhamed that any wearineſs ſhould 
ſeize on our ſpirits; and that it 
thould be irkſome to us, to renew 
our thoughts and acknowledgments 
of thy infinite goodneſs. Behold, O 
Lord, we are reſolved again to ad- 
dreſs our ſelves unto thee with praiſe 
and thankſgiving, for granting us 
ſach happy opportunities to look 
back to thee, the Author of our be- 
ing ; to lift up our Souls towardsour 
Heavenly Country; and unite them 
to the firſt and chiefeſt good ; from 
whence we derive whatſoever we 
have or hope to enjoy. Beſeeching 
thee to help us to draw near unto 


thee, with hearts full of wonder at 


thy incomprehenſible Majeſty 3 full 
of love tothy moſt wiſe and Almigh- 
ty goodneſs; full of thanktulneſs for 

thy 
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thy benefits; full of defires to be 
what thou would(t have us; and full 
of joy that thou would(t have us be 
ſo happy, in being made thy chil- 
dren, partakers of a Divine Nature, 
and heirs of immortal life. 

We admire thy Glory, O great 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, which 
ſhines in the whole Creation thy 
greater glory in the work of our 
redemption, byfthe miraculous Birth, 
Life, Death, and Reſurrection of 
Chriſt Jeſus 3 and the greateſt of all 
which we hope and wait for at his 
appearing, when he ſhal/ come to be 
admired in his Saints, and glorified 
in all them that believe. Thou haſt 
done great things for us already, 
thou haſt promiſed to do greater, 
and thou art Daily performing thy 
promiſes, and preparing us for the 
accompliſhment of them all, in the 
higheſt bleſſedneſs. 

O God of all grace, make us wiſer 
Stewards than we have been, of thy 
manifold gifts and graces, which we 

are 
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are entruſted withal. Help us care- 
tully to husband this ſacred opportu- 
nity which thou continuelt to us, to 
the beſt advantage of our immortal 
Souls. Gather 1n our thoughts from 
our ordinary buſineſs, Fix them on 
thy ſelf z and holi them 1n the con- 
templation of thy infinite mercies , 


2nd of thoſe Divine Truths which re- . 
preſent our Duty, and thy exceeding 


love and kindneſs towards us. Chaſe 
away all worldly affe&tions, and over- 
awe our ſpirits with a ſenceof thy Di- 
vine Preſence 3 that by ſerving thee 
with a religious reverence this Day, 
we may be diſpoſed to walk in thy 
fear all the reſt of our lives: Having 
a grateful remembrance of thy bene- 
fits; a deep and ſerious reflexion up- 
on our own reſolutions, and thy gra- 
cious promiſes; an holy jealoufie 
over our ſelves, left we ſhould be un- 
faithful to them 3 and a pious care in 
all things to approve our felves the 
conſtant and diligent ſervants of the 
Lord Jeſus. 

O 
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- O that our thankfulneſs, and. good 
affetions, and zealous deſires, may 
not end with our prayers, nor con- 
clude with this Day - But we may 
be pollefled with ſuch a ſtrong and 
habitual ſenſe of thee, and of our ob- 
ligattons to theez that we may every 
day earneſtly and heartily ſerve thee 
. In all the adtions of Chriſtian piety, 
and be unwearied in well doing unto 
the concluſion of our lives. Grant 
this, O heavenly Father, with all 
other things, which thou judgeft ne- 
ceſlary for us, or for thy whole 
Church 3 whoſe ſervices this day we 
humbly beſeech thee, may be accep- 
table to thee, through the merits arid 
interceſſion of Chriſt Jeſus, our moſt 
blefled Lord and'Saviour. To whom, 
with thee, and the Holy Ghoſt, be 
tendred, as 1s molt due, all Honour, 
Thankſgiving and Praiſe, with the 
moſt affe&tionate and faithful Obe- 
dience, both now and for evermore, 
Amen, 


Another 
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Another. 


Moſt holy, great and glorious 
Majelty: of heaven and earth. 
To whom all the bleſſed Company 
above, do with the higheſt admira- 
tion, and love, give continual praiſe, 


and thanks, and honour, and wor- 


ſhip, and obedience; acknowledg- 
ing thou art above all that they are 
able to ſpeak of thee, or aſcribe and 
render to thee. Much more art thou 
exalted above the thoughts of ſuch 
poor mortals as we, who areclothed 
with fleſh, and live far remote from 
the throne of thy glory. . And yet, 
fach is thy goodneſs, thou conde- 
ſcendeſt to admit, nay, to draw us to 
a fellowſhip with thoſe holy ſpirits ; 
that we may thereby be made happy 
and called thy fervants, though when 
we have done the belt we can, very 

unprofitable. 
What 1s man, that thou art mind- 
ful of him? what are the Sons of 
men 
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men that thou doſt' at all conſider 
them? thou haſt crowned us with 
glory and honour here below, and 
raiſed us to a Dominion over the 
works of thy hands. Thou haſt en- 
dued us with underſtandings to 
know thee, and with wills to love 


thee; whoſe molt excellent wiſdom, 


Almighty power, and ſurpaſſing 
goodneſs, we diſcover in all thy 
works of wonder. | 
- But what is finful man, that thou 
ſhouldeſt ſo much regard him, as to 
ſend after him, to ed, and ſave him, 
when he was loſt? Lord! whatgrace 
was this, that thou ſhouldeſt vouch- 
ſafe to ſpeak with us, and communi- 
cate any thing of thy mind to ſuch 
forgetful and ungrateful wretches # 
But that thou ſhouldeſt ſpeak to 
us by thy Son,and declare thy mind in 
ſuch words of grace and favour, and 
publiſh ſuch kind intentions to- 
wards us, and recover us with fo 
much colt, and purchaſe us to thy 
{clf with the precious blood of = 


babe. 
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Son Jeſus, and fend thy holy Spirit 
to purifie us; that we might have 
thy Image renewed in us, and be 
made fit ſociety for thy ſelf again, 
and reſtored to immortal life: Lord! 
how much doth it exceed all behef, 
hadſt thou not given us, in tender 
mercy , ſuch abundant aflurance of 
M1 
| We have thoſe reaſons to bleſs 
thee, which the Angels have not. 
We muſt admire thee, not only as 
the great Creator and Preferver of 
all things; which we heartily do, 
and give thee the glory of all thy 
marvellous works : but alſo as the 
Redeemer of Mankind out of a for- 
lorn condition, by the manifeſtation 
of thy ſelf in our fleſh, by the bloud 
of thy Son, the conſtant breathings 
of the Holy Ghoſt, the light of thy 
Goſpel, and an unwearied patience, 
which hath waited on us, and pro- 
pounded tous no leſs happineſs, than 
to fit together in heavenly places in 
Chriſt Jeſus 3 who is advanced _ a- 
| ove 
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bove all pripcipalities and powers, 
and every name that is named, not 
only in this world, but 1n that alſo 
which 15 to come. 

We praiſe thee, O God; wemag- 
nifie thy moſt holy Name; we con- 
feſs our ſelves bound to thee, above 
all other Creatures, that we have any 
knowledge of: for we are twice thy 
Creatures, and thou haſt a double 
title to all we have. Oftir up all that 


; Is within us to bleſs thee, and love 


thee, and offer up the ſacrifice of 
thankſgiving to thee. Fill our hearts 
with joy and gladneſs, that we have 
another opportunity, wherein to re- 
count thy mercies to us; to be fur- 
ther inſtructed in thy mind and will 
declared by our Saviour; and to be 
under the comfortable influences of 
Heaven, to cheriſh thole holy 
thoughts, affections, and reſolutions 
which are begun in vs, and to pro- 
mote our growth and encreaſle in all 
wildom, goodneſs and vertue. 
Poſle(s us with ſuch a ſtrong m_ 
Q 
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of thy continued love towards us 5 
that we may teſtifle our true and 
hearty thankfulneſs for it, by atten- 
tiveconſideration of all that we hear 
out of thy Holy Word ; and by laying 


it up in our hearts; and eſteeming it 


more than the greateſt Treaſures of 


this World; and endeavouring every 
Day to have our converſation as be- 
cometh the Goſpel of Chriſt. That 
ſo our praiſes being not meerly 
words, but real deeds, and all the fruits 
of righteouſneſs z we may be bleſſed 
in our deed, and at laſt hear our 
Lord ſpeaking to us in thoſe gracious 
words, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, 
inberit the Kingdom prepared far you 


from the beginning of the World. And 


let thy merciful ears, O Lord, be 
open to the prayers and thankful ac- 
knowledgments of thy whole 
Church. . Which we beſeech thee to 
defend aud cleanſe;and becauſe it cannot 
continue in ſafety without thee, preſerve 
i evermore by thy help and goodneſs. The 
whole body of it is governed and 

| ſanaified 
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\_ fanQified by thy Spirit, whoſe Hea- 
; venly Grace we implore for all 
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: eſtates of men in thy Holy Church; 


' that every Member of the ſame in his 
' Vacation and Miniſtry, may truly and 
. godlily ſerve thee, through our Lord 


and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, Who was 


- content to die for us 3 and 1s raiſed 
= from the dead, and now lives for 

evermore, to make interceſſion for 
-., us; to whom with thee, O Father of 
: Mercies, and thy Holy Spirit , be 
- eternal Praiſes. Amer. 


— 


A Prayer for the Morning, when there 


i5 a Communion. 


Moſt holy, holy, holy,Lord God 
Almighty; the Father of mer- 


Ties, the God of peace and comfort, 
Þy whoſe power » e, and all things 
Elſe, were created, :rd by whoſe good 
Þrovidence we are all preſerved and 
Foaintained. Be thou eternally bleſ- 


ſed 
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ſed and praiſed, worſhipped and ſer- 


ved, with the moſt ardent love, who 
haft made mankind ſolike to thy felf, 
and ordered ſo many of thy Creatures 


to ſerve us, and choſen rather to 


make us anew, and create ## again 
in Chriſt Feſus unto good 
works, than letus be un- 
done by our ſhameful diſobedience 
tothee. For thou haſt ſent thy only 
RS oi begotten Son into the 

__ - world (adored be thy 
inconceivable love ) that whoſoever 
believeth in him might not periſh, but 
have everlaſting life. And he hath 
laid down his life for that end, and 
redeemed us by his bloud from the 
hands of our enemies3 and triumph- 
ed over them all moſt gloriouſly; 
and in token thereof afcended into 


Epheſ. 2. 10. 


Heaven; and poſtefſed the Crown of 


Immortal Life, and fate down at thy 
right hand, and obtained dominion 
over Angels, and Men and all Crea- 
ures. 


We have felt the bleſſed fruits of 1 
his ? 
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his Death, and ReſurreQion , and 
Royal Power, whereby he 7s able to 
thers thet come to thee by 705 

hin, Thy holy Spirit hath breathed 
often into- our hearts: we have been 
laſtructed 1n the Goſpel of thy grace: 
and. thy Servants, the Miniſters of 
thy Word, have not ceafed to- call 
upon us, yea, to importune us to fol- 
low after our Saviour.. to that hea- 
venly bliſs in which he lives And 


now again thou vouchſafeſt to us an 
= happy opportunity to improve our 
ſelves in Chriſtian Wiſdom, Devoti- 


on, and holineſs; and we have re- 
ceived thy kind invitations to the 
neareſt approaches to thy Divine 
Majeſty. 

O fill us, we pray thee, with a 
lively and ſtrong ſenſe of thy boun- 
teous goodneſs, which hath been fo 


| rhany ways expreſſed towards us. Fill 


4 uswith pious diſpc ſitions to receive 
4 more of it according to thy precious 
1 promiſes in Chriſt Jeſus. Stir up in 


us 
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us ſuch thankful acknowledgments 
to Thee, ſuch hearty reſolutions to 
obey Thee, ſuch earneſt deſires and 
longings to partake more and more 
of thy Divine Nature, ſuch love, de- 
light, and joy in well doing ; that 
our ſouls may be lifted up above, to 
that glorious place where our dear 
Saviour is 3 and we may comfortably 
exped, and be truly prepared for, a 
bleſſed tranſlation thither at the great 
Day of his appearing. - 

Our great unfruitfulneſs, we con- 
feſs, in the knowledge of Chriſt, 
may juſtly make thee deny thy gra- 
cious influences from Heaven upon 
us. But, O God of all grace, who 
multiplieſt mercy, and delighteſt in 
doing good, pardon us and make us 
better; by the blood of thy Son in- 
terceding for us, and the power of 


thy Spirit working in us. Quicken 


our Souls to hear thy Holy Word 
with greater fear and reverence ;. to 
ſing thy praiſes with greater chear- 
fulneſs and gladneſs; to pray to thee 

with 
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with more earneſt affection and ftea- 
dineſs of mind to approach to thy 
holy Table, with the deepeſt humili- 
ty and devotion of ſpiritz and to 
receive the renewed pledges of thy 
love, to our very great encreaſe 113 
Faith, and Hope, and Love to Thee, 
and to all the World: that fo this 
may. be a good Day to our Souls, 
and we may be diſpoſed and enabled 
to ſpend the reſt of our Days better, 
as becomes the redeemed of the 
Lord, who have taſted how graci- 
ous he is, and who have received the 
earneſt of Eternal Life. O that our 
converſation may be in Heaven, 
by the conſtant love and exerciſe of 
purity, righteouſneſs, mercy and 
godlineſs: That we ever ſtudying 
to glorifie thee, our heavenly Father, 
by bearing much of this good fruit, 
may have the more aſſured hope, 
that thou wilt glorifie us with thy 

ſelf. 
And inſpire, we beſeech thee, the 
heartsof all others that meet toge- 
D ther 
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ther this day, to magnifie thy great 
and glorious Name, with the like 


religious affe&ions towards _ thee. 


Kings of the earth, and 
plat. 148. 11> aff people 3 Princes, and 
all Judges of the earth; 
Both young men and Maidens, old 
meu and children, let them praiſe 
the Name of the Lord; for his Name 
alone is excellent, his Glory 3s above 
the earth and heaven. Let them offer 
to him the Sacrifice of 
thankſgiving, and de- 
clare his works with rejoycing. Let 
them preſent themſelves 4 
living ſacrifice, holy, ac- 
ceptable unto him, which is our reaſon- 
able ſervice. | 

Teach us all, O God, the way of thy 
Statutes; and enable us 
to keep it unto the end. 
Diſpoſe our hearts to ſuch a love of 
all Chriſtian Virtues that we may put 

on ( as thy eleF children 

Colol- 3. 10 holy and beloved ) bowels 
1, &c. : 

of mercies, kindneſs , 

bumbleneſs 


Plal. . 107. 2 


Rom. 12. I 
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humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long- 
ſuffering ; forbearing one another, and 
forgiving one another, if any man have 
a quarrel againſt any, even as Chriſt 
forgave #8, incline #8 all ſo to do. And 
above all theſe t hings to put on charity, 
which is the bond of perfeFneſs. And 
let the peace of thee our God rule in our 
fearts, to which we are called in one 
bodys and make us ever truly thankful. 
Hear us, we beſeech thee, O moſt 
merciful Father; and after we have 
perfected holineſs here in thy fear, 
\ bring us all to complete. our praiſes 
and thankſgivings to the@, 1n the 
great Aſlembly of- Saints and Angels, 
through Chriſt Jeſus our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour: To 
whoz be glory both: now 
and for ever, Amen. 


2 Pet. 3» lt. 


Our Father, &c. 
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A Prayer at Night when there hath been 


a Communion 


Eternally bleſſed Lord God; 
the Creator of the World, 


_ the Father of Angels and men, the 


King of infinite Majeſty and Power, 
who canſt do what thou pleaſeſt 
every where. The hea- 
ven, and the heaven of 
heavens cannot contain thee; who art 
enthroned only in thy own great- 
neſs, and crowned with the glory 
of thy own uncommunicated perfe- 
tions. There is nothing can be ad- 
ded to thee by us or any other crea- 
tures; of whole ſervices thou haſt 


2 Chron. 5s. 18- 


no need, feeing thou art abſolute- 


ly happy in thy ſelf, and giveſt to 
all life, and breath, and 
all things. But it is our 
perfection and happineſs to admire 
and praiſe thee, whom we cannot 
comprehend; to love thee as much 
as we know thee; and to obey thee 

as 


Ads 17. 25s 


a... 
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feF heart, and with a 
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as much as we love thee, with a per- 


017 - x 1 Chron, 28, 9. 
willing mind ; for the 4 


Lord ſearcheth all hearts, and under- 


ſtandeth all the 114aginations of the 


thoughts. 

We praiſe thee therefore, O Go, 
we acknowledge thee tobe the Lord. 
We give thee the glory that is due 
unto thy name: and with hearty 
love offer up our ſelves again entire- 
ly unto thee, whole we are, and' for 
whom we were made, Juſtice and 
gratitude, fear and love, hope and 
intereſt, whatſoever hath any power 
to move our hearts, do all preſs, 
and mightily urge us conſtantly to 
devote and conlſecrate our ſouls and 
bodies to thy taithful ſervice. We 
cannot negleG& thee, unleſs we will 
caſt away our ſelves; nor fin againſt 
thee, unleſs we will be our own 
accuſers, judges and tormentors ; 
and throw our ſelves into the 
greateſt miſeries. Thou haſt been ſo 
good to us, that if we ſhould not 

Dz become 
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become good likewiſe, we mult hate 
and abhor our felves; who cannot 
but love and delight in thoſe who 
ſhow us any kindneſs, and beſtow 
any benefits upon us: though they 
are but thy Miniſters and Servants, 
that have nothing , and can do no- 
thing,but what thou haſt given them, 
and inclineſt them to do. 

By thee we were formed and 
brought out of our Mothers Womb. 
And by a greater mercy were early 
born again, and made thy children 
in Chriit Jeſus. We have been thy 
care ever fince ; and been inltructed 
in that Covenant of Grace ( into 
which at our Baptiſm we were re- 
ccived ) by the knowledge thou haſt 
given us of thy blefizd Goſpel. 
Wherein we read the great love of 
our Saviour in dying for us; and 
have the promiſe of his Spirit. to 
ſanctifie and govern usz his holy Pre- 
cepts for the rule of our actions; his 
glorious example to excite and 


quicken usz and tne hope of eternal 
bliſs, 
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bliſs, by his Reſurredion from the 


dead, to encourage and comfort us 
in well doing. And in the mean 
time we enjoy the fociety of thy 
Saints 3 the Miniſtry of. thy Angels 5 
and the direftion and afli'itance of 
thy faithful ſervants, thy Ambaſla- 
_ dors of peace and reconciliation with 

thee. | 
All which fruits of thy wonderful 
love we have long enjoyed ; and 
thou haſt this day entertained us at 
thy Table ; where thou haſt refreſh- 
ed us with the Communion of the 
body and bloud of Chriſt Jeſus; the 
earneſt of a blefled Reſurrection, 
and the pledge of immortality. Be- 
ſides innumerable good things, which 
thy moſt tender mercy hath been 
pleaſed to beltow upon our bodies, 
to: make our paſſage to that bleſſed- 
nels, through all the troubles and 
dangers of this life, the more eaſe 
and delightful to us. And all this 
thou haſt done for thoſe who have 
been too 1dle and uſeleſs, cold and 
D 4 dull, 
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dull, inconſtant, and ſoon weary of 
their duty, forgetful of benefits, and 
unfaithful to their own promiſes. But 
thy infinite goodneſs {till continues 
to doit; to make us more diligent, 
more zealous, more {tedfaſt and im- 
moveable, more mindful of thee, and 
of our own holy purpoſes, that we 
may be abundant, as there 1s reaſon, 
in the work of our Lord, knowing 
that our labour ſhall not bein vain in 
the Lord. 

And that is the moſt ſincere and 
fervent dcfire of our ſouls likewiſe, 
who here moſt humbly beſeech thee, 
by the power of thy Holy Spirit to 
preſerve 1n us a perpetual and afje- 
Qionate remembrance of all thy un- 
deſerved kindneſs to us. Stir up all 
that is within us every morning to 
bleſs and praiſe thy Holy Name- 
That by a renewed, ſerious acknow- 
ledgment of thy benefits, we may 
be more and more (tirred up to love, 
and to all good works. O that the 
Lo: Jeſus may be always in our 
thoughts, 
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thoughts, and in our hearts; that 
we may make Himour pattern, as he 
is our hope ! O that nothing may. be 
fo dear unto -us 1n this world, as his 
holineſs. his humility, his goodneſs 
and charity, his meeknels and pati- 
ence, his entire truftin thee, and 
reſignation to thee, his delight to do- 
thy will, O God, 1nhope of that 
eternal life, which thou 
who canſl not lie haſt pro» © 
miſed to 7. Fix our minds and affe- 
ctions more (tedfaſtly on that glory 
wherewith he is crowned , by his 
obedient ſuffering of death, that we 
may never be weary nor faint in our 
minds under any ſufferings for well 
doing 5 but continuing faithtul-ro 
the death, may allo receive the 
Crown of Lite. And be graciouſly: 
pleaſed , O Lord, to fulfil the de- 
vout prayers of thy Church, which 
have been this day offered unto thee 
for all mankind 3 Eſpecially for all: 
Chriſtian people,for theſe Kingdoms, 
tor our Sovereign and all the Royal. 
D 5 Family, 
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Family, for our Spiritual Paſtors and 
Governours, for all ſorts and condi- 
tions of men among us. Let all thoſe 
ſupplications for Grace , Mercy-and 
Peace; together with all the Praiſes 
and Thankſgivings which have been 
rendred for all thy: Bleſſings, be 
ever acceptable in thy ſight, O 
Lord, our Strength and our Re- 
deemer. | 

And particularly, we beleech 
thee to accept of this our boun- 
den duty and fervicez pity our 
great weakneſſes; pardon all -our 
fins and negligences ; and deny us 
not the grace of thy Holy Spirit, 
which we have implored, to enable 
us to amend our lives according to. 
thy holy Word : But aiter thou haſt 
refreſhed ns with quiet fleep this 
night, let us feel it moving our hearts 
to the ſame holy thoughts, acknow- 
ledgmenis, deſires and reſolutions 
which it now works 1n us3 through 
thy majcy declared to us in Chriſt 
Teſs. In whoſe words we conclude 
our 
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our Prayers, ſaying, as he: hath 
taught us. 


Our Father which art in heaven, hat- 
lowed be thy Name: Thy Kingdom come; 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven: Give ws this day our daily 
bread: And forgive us our treſpaſſes, 
as we forgive them that treſpa's againſt 
#5: And lead us Hot into temptaiion,,. 
but deliver us from evil, &c. 
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 / E humble our ſelves, O Lord 
of Heaven and Earth, before 
thy glorious Majeſty ; we heartily ac- 
knowledge thy Sovereign Dominion 
over usand all creatures; we pratſe & 
magnifie thy eternal Power, Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs and Truth; and we ren- 
der thee our moſt unfeigned thanks - 
for the innumerable benefits which 
thou in thy bounty haſt loaded us 
withal: Above all for the gracious 
declaration thou haſt made of th 
good will to us in Chriſt Jeſus; by 
whom thou haſt invited and encou- 
raged ſinners to return to thee, and 
directed them 1n the way to everlaſt- 
10g blils. We 
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mn We bluſh to think of our ſhameful * 

Wh. forgetfulneſs of thee, and ingratitude 

01 Bi to thee; to whom we owe all that 

18 we have in this world, and all our 

| | | hopes 1n the next. We moſt humbly 

$1 Quill implore thy tender mercies in the 

i Burr forgiveneſs of all our ſins, whereby 

we have oftended, either in thought, 

Int word or deed, againſt thy juſt and 

holy Laws. For we are truly ſorry 

for all our miſ-doings: we utterly re- 

nounce whatſoever is contrary to thy 

will, and here devote our ſelves en- 

tirely to the obedience thereof; Ac- 

cept, O moſt merciful Father, of this 

renewed Dedication, which we make 

| of our whole man, body, ſoul and 

\s {pirit to thee. And as thou doſt in- 

ſpire us with holy reſolutions, ſo ac- 

company them always with the aſliſt- 

ance of thy grace ; that we may be 

able every day to offer up our ſelves 

more ſincerely, and more cheerfully 

to thee: with more pure affeQion, 

and hearty devotion, and ready dif- 
polition to thy ſervice. 


We 
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We adore thy great grace which 
hath brought ſalvation to us, and 
teaches us that denying all ungodlineſs 
and worldly luſts, we _— _ 
ſhould live ſoberly, righ- © *' © 
teonſly and godly in this preſent world. 
We will endeavour, O Lord, to pre- 
ſerve a grateful ſence of thy mighty 
love in our minds, and to follow the 
DoGdrine and example of thy Son 
Chriſt Jeſus; as becomes thoſe who 
have ſuch a bleſſed hope, and look for 
ſo great Salvation at the day of his 
glorious appearing. We deſire a- 
bove all things to be ſo pure and un- 
defiled, ſo meek and gentle, ſo hum- 
ble and lowly, ſo juſt and merciful, 
ſo peaceable and patient , contented 
and thanktul as our bleſſed Lord and 
Maiter was - And we hope that thou 
wilt fulfill all the gracious promiſes 
he hath made to us, which we eſteem 
far greater treaſure than thouſands 
of gold and ſilver. They are the 
ſupport, the comfort, the ſatisfaction 
of our hearts. We ask nothing, = 
taat 
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that it may be to thy ſervants accord- 
ing to his Word. | 
Thou haſt mercifully kept us the 
laſt night, bleſſed be thy continued 
goodneſs, and raiſed us again to ſee 
the light of this morning; Receive 
us likewiſe all this day into thy pro- 
tection, to which we moſt humbly 
commit our ſeives. We truſt our 
ſelves and all beionging to us with 
thee our Creator and Redeemer. We 
ſubmit to thy orders, and are willing 
to do and ſuficr what thou pleaſeſt ;, 
Waiting for the mercy o 
op our Lon rErif NEE 
to eternal life. : 
And we defire, thou knoweſt, the 
good of all mankind, as well as our 
own; eſpecially of all Chriſtian: 
People: that they may all walk 
worthy of the Goſpel, and live to- 
gether 1n unity and godly love. For 
which end, we pray that all Chri- 
ſtian Kings, Princes and Governours, 
may be wile, pious, juſt and mer- 
citul; endeavouring that all their ſub- 
| jects 
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jets may lead peaceable lives under 
them, 1n all godlineſs and honeſty. 
And more particularly that our Sove- 
reign may be bleſſed with a religi- 
ous, quiet, long and proſperous 
Reign : and that all his Miniſters of 


| State, and Officers of Juſtice, may 


conſcientiouſly difcharge the truſt 
that is repoſed in them 3 ſeeking 
in their ſeveral places how to right 
the oppreſled, to comfort the affli- 
ed, to provide for the poor and 
needy, and to relieve all thoſe that 
are in any miſery. Bleſs all our ſpi- 
ritual Paſtors and Inſtructors : ſuc- 
ceed theirlabours; and give us grace 
to follow their godly admonitions, 
to eſteem them very highly 


; 1 Theſl. «. 
in love for their works on "Io 


ſakes and to be at peace among our 
ſelves. The ſame bleſlings we crave 


for all our friends, relations and ac- 


' Cuaintancez that we may all live in 


| Perfect love and peace together : 


| doing our duties to thee, to each 


| Other, and to all men ſo faithfully, 


| 


that 
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that we may give a comfortable ac- 
count of our ſelyes, and rejoyce to- 
gether at the great day of the Lord 
Jeſus. In whoſe holy words we be- 
ſeech thee to help us ſtill more heart- 
tily to offer up our defires to thee. 


Our Father, &c. 


At Night. 
\ Lmighty and moſt merciful Fa- 


ther z by whom we were 
made, and in whom we live, move, 
and have our being - to whoſe ten- 
der compaſiions we owe our ſafety 
the day paſt, together with all the 
comforts of this preſent lite, and the 
hopes of that which is to come. We 
praiſe and laud thee, O Lord, the 
Creator.and Governour of the world. 
We aſcribe all Greatneſs, Might, Ma- 
jeſty, Wiſdom, Riches and Bounty 
to thee; whom all the Hoſt of Hea- 
ven 
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ven continually admires and acknow- 
ledges with the moſt joyful reve- 
rence. We bow our ſelves likewiſe 
before thee, and worſhip thee, in an 
humble ſenſe that we are nothing in 
compariſon with thee, and have no- 
thing but what we receive from thee. 
Onto thee do we give py, 55, 1. 

thanks, unto thee do we Pal. 43, 4 


' give thanks, O God, our 68s 1H. 


exceeding joy, who daily poureſt thy be- 


 refits upon us. 


Bleſſed be thy great Goodneſs, for 
the long health, which by thy favour 


we have enjoyed; forour Food and 


our raiment;z for our peace and our 
ſafety ; for the ſociety of our friends, 


| and the love of our neighbours 3 for 


the ſucceſs thou haſt given to our ho- 


. neſt labours after the things of this 
| life, and to our pious endeavours to 
| attain that life which 1s immortal. 
. We can never bleſs thee enough for 
| that wonderful Grace, which ſent Je- 

' ſus Chriſt to reveal that eternal life to 

! us, and to direct us in the way that 


leads 
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: 

| Ml leads unto it 3 by his dwelling among 
0 us, and by hisdying for us, and by his 
nl! rifing again tobe theLord of Life and 
198k Glory, and to ſend his Apoſtles to 
M1. | preach this glad tidings of Salvation 
| fil | to the world. We thank thee with all 
W |! our ſouls, that we feel in our hearts 
[1M th if any motion towards thee; and that 
LU (HY we have made the leaſt progreſs in 
| | W {i thoſe paths of Life, which thy good- 
SEEN nefs hath laid before us ſo plainly in 

11] SHEN thy holy Goſpel. : 
[| [18 Behold, O Lord, we preſent our 
ml | ſelves here before thee to be inſpired 
LO with ſuch a vigorous and full ſenſe of 
3 thy love, as may move us more 
powerfully towards thee ; and put us 
forward with a greater earneſtneſs, 
S16 zeal and diligence in all our duty. 
$11.03 There is nothing 1n heaven or earth 
Wy i); that we can deſire, but to be beloved 
VER of thee; who poſlefleſt both, and 
art able to make thy friends as great 
and happy as thou pleaſeſt. Afhſt 
us therefore ſtill by thy grace, to | 
the recovery of ſuch a lively [mage ot : 
thee | 


| ; 
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theein all righteouſneſs, purity, mer- 
cy, faithfulneſs and truthz that we 
may know thou loveſt us. O that 
Jeſus,the hope of glory may be form. 
. ed in us, in all humility, meekneſs, 


| 

| 

patience, contentedneſs, peaceable- 
t neſs, and abſolute ſurrender of our 
1 | ſouls and bodies to thy holy will and 
- _ pleaſure: That we may 10 longer live, 
n but Chriſt may livein us, andthe life 

' we lead inthe fleſhmay be 


ir | by thefaith of thy Son, O 


:d _ God, who loved us, and gave himſelf 
of * for ws. | | 

re The remembrance of that love is 
us .moſt dear and precious to us. We 
eſs, | cannot often enough make mention 
ty. of ſo great kindneſs, as his making 
rth (himſelf freely an offering for our fins. 
ved Jt moves us, again to offer up our 
and {elves fincerely to thee, to dothy will, 
reat /O God, as our bleſſed Lord and Ma- 
{iſt Tterdid. We repoſ” alſo an entire con-- 
Fdence in thee, & (till-truſt our ſelves 

: Ivith thee, who haſt ot 
Jpared thine own Son, but 


Rom. 8. 32. 


given 
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given him up for 44 all, We will hum- 
bly and reverently accept of whatſo- 
ever thou ſendeſt usz and 7 every 
thing give thanks zwhich is 
x Theſl. s 18. 5. . 
thy will concerning #8 in 
Chriſt Jeſus. We hope thou wilt ne- 
ver leave us, nor. forſake us: but con- 
duct us ſafe through all varieties and 
changes of our condition here, in an 
unchangeable love to thee, and in an 
holy compoſure and tranquillity of 
mindin thy love to us,till wecome to 


live with thee,and enjoy thee for ever. 


And now that we are going to lay 
our ſelves down to ſleep, take usinto 
thy gracious protection 3 and ſettle 
our ſpirits 1n ſuch quiet and delight- 


ful thoughts of the glory where our 


Lord Jeſus lives, that we may be;wil: 


condition they bez high and low, 
| rich 
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rich and poor : that they may all be 
ſo happy as to do their ſeveral duties 
carefully, and to enjoy contentedly 
whatſoever 1s needful for them. And 
eſpecially we beſeech thee, that the 


courſe of this world may ve ſo peaceably 


ordered by thy Governance, that thy 
Church may joyfully ſerve thee in all 
Godly quietneſs. We leaveall we have 
with thee, eſpecially our friends, and 
thoſe who are dearunto us; defiring 
that when weare dead and gone,they 
may lift up their Souls 1n this manner 
unto thee, and teach thoſe that come 
after to praiſe, love and obey thee: 
and that, if we awake again in the 
morning, our mouths may likwiſe 
praiſe thee again with joyfullips, and 
we may ſtill offer our ſelves a more 


- acceptable Sacrifice to thee through 
Chriſt Jeſus. In whoſe words we 
' beſeechthee to hear us, according to 
| the fulleſt ſenſe and intention of 


them. 


Our Father. &c. 
PRAYERS 
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LL honour, glory and pri;c be 
given to thee, O Lord, our 
Creator, Redeemer and Comfcrcer, 
by us, and by all the World. Thuu 
art worthy of all our love, ſervice 
" and obedience, being moſt e<:ce}- 
 Jent 1n thine own nature, and of {ſa 
abundant kindneſs to us thy crea- 
' tures. Who molt humbly therefore 
proſtrate our ſ{clves before thee this 
Morning, to make thee our thank- 
ful acknowledgments for all -thy 
benefits, and tender thee our molt 
; hearty and affectionate fe. vice, and 
' wait upon thy bounty for the con- 
 tinuance of thy grace and mercy to 
E a 
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us. Though we are not worthy, we 
confeſs, of the leaſt regard from thee, 
whom we have ſo much nepgleGted, 
and whoſe love and clemency we 
have too often abuſed z yet we hope 
thou wilt accept of this ſmall oblation 
which we make of our ſelves, our 
ſouls and bodies, with unfeigneg de- 
votion to thee. Pardon and forgive 
us, we moſt humbly beſeech thee, all 
our paſt offences; the remembrance 
of which is grievous and bitter to us; 
and vouchſaſe us the grace of thy 
holy Spirit to enable us to do thy 
will with greater care and diligence 
for the time to come. Let it ever ac- 
company and aſſiſt us, according as 
thou ſeelt us ſincerely deſirous and 
ſtudious to pleaſe thee, 1n all the 
actions of an holy life, in chaſtity and 
temperance, juſtice and fidelity, mer- 
cy ang charity, meekneſs and humili- 
ty, patience and contentedneſs, 1n- 
nocency and peace; and in continual 
prayers, praiſes and thanksgivings to 
thee, the Father of mercies in Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord. We 
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We ſee how frail and weak our 
bodies and all their enjoyments are 5 
and therefore we the more earneſtly 
deſire to have our ſouls enriched with 
thoſe immortal treaſures of thy Di- 
vine Grace. O that we may never 
ceaſe molt zealouſly to ſeek and pur- 
ſue them; and that we may think 
our ſelves happy enough in the pol- 
ſeſſton of them 3 and may rejoyce in 
nothing ſo much, as in having our 
fruit unto holineſs, that in 
ihe end we may attain 
eternal life, ſuffer not our ſpirits to 
{ſink too deep 1nto the love of any, 
the deareſt good, that we have 1n 
this world: But rather by all theſe 
earthly things, which thy goodneſs 
affords to us for our ſupport, eaſe and 
delight, raiſe our minds and hearts 
to thoſe Celeſtial enjoyments which 
will yield us eternal pleaſure and ſa- 
tisfaction. Set our affeftions princi pal- 
iy on things above. Make us {o wiſe 
as to provi de our ſelves friends that 
never die 3 and to be {t1}] preparing 
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our ſelves by all divine qualities for 
their company and ſociety : that ſo 
they may recezve #5, when we remove 
hence, 7z-to their ever- 
laſting habHations. 

Thus now we commend our ſelves 
this day to thy molt gracious prote- 
ction, guidance and blefling : ho- 
ping that the fame good providence 
which preſerved us and our habitatt- 
ons the laſt night, from firc, and 1n- 
numerable other dangers ( for which 
we thank thee ) will guard us this day 
from all evil and miſchiei, and brin 
us in ſalety of ſoul and body to praiſe 
thee in the Evening. Belp us thank- 
fully to receive, and ſoberly to uſe 
all thy mercies; quietly to do our 
own bulineſs, and bear our ſeveral 
burdens; to be juſt in our dealings 3 
innocent and harmleſs 1n our conver- 
ſation 5 well pleaſed with the pro- 
ſperity of our neighbours ; defirous 
of the good of all the World : eſpe- 
cially that they may all love, and ho- 
- nour, and joyn together in magnity- 
ing 


Luke. 16. 9. 
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ing and praiſing thee, our Lord and 
Governour, whoſe Name 1s excellent 
1n all the Earth. | 
More particularly, we 1mplore thy 
mercies towards theſe Kingdoms 
wherein we live. Remember not a- 
gain(t us our high provocations. Spare 
us good Lord,and have patience with: 
us 5 if perhaps we may bring forti1 
better fruit, becoming thy holy Go- 
ſpel, and all the care thou haft rai 
about us. Endue our {overcign witts 
much wiſdom from above , that lie 
may always diſcern what 18 moſt pro- 
fitable for us, and earneſtly purſue 
it to the utmoſt 05 his power. Blefs 
him in his Reiztions; 1n his Coun- 
{cllorsz in [5 Jadpges, and all other 
Officers; 1m ail the Nobility, Cler- 
oy, Gentry Comimonalty of the 
Reaim : that every one of them may 
uprightly and zcaloutly do their du- 
ty; to the maintenance of thy true 
Religion, and the cncreaſe of Piety , 
Honeclty and brotnerly love among 
us, Comfort and rclieve all tholz 
E 3 that 
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that are 1n any diſtreſs, trouble or an- 
guiſh, either of body or of mind. And 
give us tender and pitiful hearts to- 
wards them, ready to help and eaſe 
them according to our abilities; That 
we following the example of our 
merciful and compaſſionate High 
Prieſt Chriſt Jeſus, may have now 
the benefit of his interceſſion for us, 
and at laſt be admitted into the high 
and holy place where he is. In whoſe 
bleſled name and words, we con- 
clude our Prayers. 


Our Father, &c. 


At Night. 


E fall down before: Thee, O 

Lord of Heaven and Earth, 

and worſhip thee in the deepeſt hu- 
mility of our ſouls: acknowledging 
that we are thy Creatures, who ſtand 


infinitely bound unto thee, by 1nnu- 
merable 
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merable bleſſings and favours which 
thou haſt conferred upon us, out of 
thy mere bounty and goodneſs. We 
owe our lives to that alone, and ail 
the comforts of them; together with 
all the hopes we have hereafter, c1- 
ther in this World, or 1n the other. 
And bleſſed, for ever bletſed be thy 
merciful kindneſs, for giving ſuch 
glorious hopes by the Lord Jc<fus - 
By his Death, and Reſurrection ; by 
his Aſcenſion, and being enthroned 
at thy right hand 3 and by the com- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt to be a witneſs 
of his Majeſty and Glory. We r«- 
joyce, O Lord, in that great ſalva- 
tion which thou haſt fent unto us3 
and cannot but be fti]] prailing thee, 
whoſe love hath ſo abounded to- 
wards us, beyond all our thoughts 
and deſires. Pardon, we moſt hym- 
bly beſeech thee, out of the ſame 
grace and mercy, all our paſt neg- 
lefts of thee, our inſenſibleneſs of thy 
benefits, our careleſneſs, or incon- 
ſtancy in our obedience, and parti- 
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cularly whatſoever we have done or 
omitted this day, contrary to thoſe 
holy purpoſes and reſolutions where- 
in we ſtand engaged to thee. 

And vouchſafe us the aſſiſtance of 
thy holy Spirit to enable us to per- 
form thoſe vows better, which here 
we renew of greater gratitude, and 
more chearful and ſtedfaſt obedience 
to thy Divine Majeity for the time to 
come. Awaken our minds to frequent 
and ſerious reflections upon thy un- 
deſerved and moſt bountiful mercies 
rowards as. Touch our hearts with 
ſuch an ingenuous and dutiful ſenſe 
of them, that cur wills may be over- 
come to yield themſelves wholly and 
abſolutely to thee. 

And that we may feel them con- 
itantly provokcd to love and good 
works, hclp us ever to ſet our Lord 
and Maſter, by whoſe name we are 
called, before our eyes 3 and to ad- 
mire 315 un! ported purity, his conde- 
ſcenujnig numuity, his tender-heartcd 


charity, 'his mecknels of wiſdom, his 
G hearty 
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hearty truſt in thee, and reſignation 
to thee, his forgiveneſs of injuries, 
his patience under reproaches and 
cruel torments, his peaceable and 
contented ſpirit, his acknowledging 
thee in all things, and ever ſeeking 
thy Honour and Glory : that being 
in love with all theſe, and: valuing 
them more than lite it feif, we may 
never ceaſe our endeavours till thts 
Image of our deareſt Lord and Maſter 
be formed 1n our hearts. 

O Lord Jeſus favourably behold 
theſe holy defires, wherewith our 
ſoujs aſpire towards thee. Preſerve 
aid.. maintain them 5 encourage and 
enc:2aſe them 5 make them rettlefs 
and unwearied. till they. be accon- 


pitthed in the enjoyment of this great 


bleſſ:dnels. on £8 Ef 3 
Thon whohaſtbegun a good work 

in us, fimſh. and complete it, we 
molt humbly and earneſtly beſeech. 
thee. Give us thy grace continually: 
ior our {eaſonable relief and fuccour., 
thac we perſevering in. well: doirg, 
E 5. may 
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may have a ſolid and lively hope in 
our death of coming to fee thee in 
that high and holy place where thou 
Iiveſt and reigneſt for evermore. 
As for all the things of thislife, we 
moſt heartily refer our ſelves to thy 
Fatherly Wiſdom and Goodneſs, O 
Lord God Almighty : truſting thou 
wilt order for us that which is moſt 
convenient, and bleſs our honeſt di- 
Iigence with ſuch a competent porti- 
on of them, that we may have the 
more leiſure to give continual praiſe, 
honour, blefling and thankſgiving to 

thee whoſe mercies endure for ever. 
Accept,we pray thee,of our thank- 
ful acknowledgments at this time, for 
thoſe which this day hath added to 
the reſt of thy benefits , which thou 
haſt been continually heaping upon 
us ever ſince we were born. And let 
all the people of the 6arth praiſe the 
Name of the Lord, which is highly 
exalted above all bleſling and praiſe. 
O that all the Kingdoms of the World 
would become the Kingdoms of our 
Saviour 
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Saviour Chriſt: and that all they who 
«cknowledge his authority, would 
religiouſly obey his holy Laws 3 that 
all wars, oppreſſion and cruelty may 
ceaſe among Chriſtian people, and 
they may live together in brotherly 
love and unity. Make our Sovereign 
and all his Realms happy by a great: 
encreaſe of true knowledge, godli- 
neſs and vertue every where. Bleſs 
all our friends ; forgive our Enemies 3. 
requite all the kindneſs of our bene- 
factors; comfort every one of thy. 
deſolate and afflicted ſervants ; and 
turn their mourning and heavincfc, . 

into joy and gladneſs at the laſt, 
And now that we are going to re- 
pole our ſelves; Keep us, we bcleech 
thee, and all belonging to us, 1n {ate-: 
ty. Refreſh our wearied ſpirits with: 
comfortable re{t and {leep z and when 
we awaken agam 18 the morning, di- 
rect our thoughts. immediately: to. 
thee, our merciful' preſerver; aud. 
help us to imploy all our renewed 
ſtrength to.thy honour and glory.ac-- 
COLGING.” 
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cording to thy will declared by 
Chriſt Jeſus; in whoſe bleiited Name 
and Words we commend our ſelves 
to thy infinite Mercies. 


Our Father which art in heaven, hal- 


lowed be thy Name: Thy Kingdom comes 


Thy will be done in earth, as it 3s in 
heaven: Give 1 this day our daily 
bread: And forgive ws our treſpaſſes, 
as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt 
#5: And lead us not into temptation, 
but del iver us ſrom evil, &c 


PRATERS 


FAMILIES 


WEDNESDAT 


MOR NIN G. 


Moſt great and mighty Lord ; 

the poſſeſlor of Heaven and 
Earth, All the Angels worſhip 
and adore thy mcomprehenfible 
Majeſty with the humbleſt reve- 
rence 3 and rejoyce. in rendrin 
praiſe, bleſſing and thankſgiving 
to Thee, the Father of Spirits : For 
thou haſt created all things, and 
in wiſdom haſtthou made them al], 
and ſpread thy tender mercies over 
all thy works. It is no leſs our hap- 
pineſs than our duty to joyn our 
hearts and voices with that heaven- 
Iy hoſt, moſt gratefully to acknow- 


ledge thy bounty to us among the 
reſt 
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reſt of thy creatures; and thy parti- 
cular grace and favour in our Lord 

eſus Chriſt, our moſt merciful Savi- 
our and Redeemer. We can never 
ſufficiently admire that love which 
gave him to die for us, and hath made 
him the Lord of life and glory 3 that 
he may be the Author of eternal Sal- 
vation to all thoſe that obey him. All 
the love we have is too little to give 
thee, to whom all our ſervices are 
due by a former title. Our higheſt 
praiſes fall infinitely ſhort of thy moſt 
excellent Majeſty 3 and we are aſha- 
med of the moſt affectionate thanks 
we can render to thee for thoſe in- 
eſtimable benefits which thou haſt 
conferred on us, and fo long conti- 
nued to us. 

How much greater reaſon then 
have we to be abaſhed at our ſhame- 
ful ingratitude and diſobedience to 
thy Divine Majeſty ; for which we 
are heartily ſorry, and do now moſt 
earneſtly repent our ſelves of itz un- 
feignedly reſolving and proteſting to 

be 
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be more faithful] to thee for the time 
to come. Pardon us therefore, Good 
Lord,and receive us unto thy mercy. 
Accept of our renewed vows to ſtudy 
and do our duties conſcientiouſly, 
towards thee, and towards all men. 
And as thou haſt excited thoſe holy 
deſires and purpoſes in our hearts, fo 
enable us to perform them conſtantly 
in the whole courle of our life. 

Our bleſſed Saviour hath told us, 
thou wilt as readily give thy holy 
Spirit to them that ask it,as a Parent 
will give bread unto his hungry chil- 
dren. OFather of mercies, let it be 
unto us according to his Word. Che- 
riſh theſe little beginnings of good- 
nels which thou ſeeft in our ſouls; 
and proſper all our endeavours to at- 
tain a greater meaſure of it. And ſince 
at the beſt we are but unprofitable 
fervants, & can do no more than was 
our duty to do- enable us to do eve- 
ry thing, which thou haſt command- 
ed us, heartily, with good will, and 
true love to thy ſervice. 

We 
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We know this 1s all that can, in 
the leaſt, commend us to thy free 
race and favour : and therefore we 
moſt humbly again devote our ſelves 
to do thy Will, with a cordial affe- 
tion to it. We would ever approach 
unto thee with delight and pleaſure - 
and feel 1t the joy of our hearts to 
think of thee, to praiſe thee, to give 
thee thanks, and to offer our (elves 


- with abſolute reſignation to thee. O 


that Mercy may always pleaſc us as 
it pleaſeth Thee! that we may be 
ſtriftly juſt and righteous; may chear- 
fully paſs by injuries 3 freely deny 
all deſires of finiul pleaſures 53 wil- 
lingly ſubmit to thy fatherly corre- 
Ctions 3 and perform the duties of 
our ſeveral relations, with fingleneſs 
of heart, Render us fo minatul of 


the great love of our Lord and Ma- 
{ter Chriſt, that we may be zealoully 
concerned for his glory, and uſe our 
utmoſt diligence to do Him and his 
Religion {ſome honour in the World - 
commemorate his 


LDeatin 


delighting to 
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Death and Paſſion , making a joyful 
ſacrifice of our ſouls and bodies to. 
him, and deſiring moſt earneſtly that 
his Kingdom may come, and all man- 
kind ſubmit themſelves to his Go- 
vernment. 

Fulfil, moſt merciful Lord, all our 
petitionsz and as thou haſt mighti- 
ly protected us, and our dwellings 
this laſt night from fire and thieves, 
and whatſoever might diſturb our re- 
pole ( bleſſed be thy goodnels ) ſo ac- 
company us all this day with thy bleſ- 
ſtng : that we may pleaſe thee in bo- 
dy and ſoul, and be ſafe under thy 
defence; who art nigh to all thoſe 
that call upon thee, that call upon 
. theen truth, 

And O that all thoſe who are for- 
getful of their duty to thee, may be 
awakened to a lively ſenſe of all thy 
benefits,and fill the whole world with - 
thy praiſes. Stir up eſpecially the 
minds of all Chriſtian People, to in- 
quire after and follow the Truth, as 
It 1s 1n Jeſus: abandoning all Vice 

and 
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and wickedneſs,and exerciſing them- 
ſelves to have conſciences void of of- 
fence, towards thee, and towards all 
men. And diſpoſe the hearts of all 
their Kings and Princes, to make 
themſelves the greateſt examples of 
Chriſtan Piety to all others. Bleſs 
theſeKingdoms,and endue our Sove- 
reign with ſuch excellent Wiſdom & 
holy Zeal for thy honour and glory 3 
that wemay ſee many good days un- 
der his Government. O that true 
Religion, Juſtice, Mercy, Brotherly 
kindneſs, and- all things elſe that are 
praiſe-worthy, may ſo flouriſh among 
us; that we may enjoy the bleſlings 
of peace and plenty, and there may 
be no complaining in our ſtreets. 
We recommend to thee all our 
friends and neighbours 3 all the poor, 
the ſick, and other afflicted perſons : 
deſiring thoſe mercies for them which 
we ſhould ask for our ſelves, were we 
in their condition: O God, whoſe ne- 
ver failing Providence ordereth all 
things both in heaven & earths put away 


from 
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rom them and us, we humbly beſeech 
thee, all hurtful things, and give #s 
thoſe things which be profitable for us 3 
according to the large declarations 


which thou haſt made of thy abun- 


dant goodneſs to Mankind in our 
Lord Jeſus. In whoſe words we con- 
clude our humble ſupplications unto 
thee ; ſaying, 


Our Father, &c. 


At Night. 


Lmighty and everlaſting God 

the Sovereign Lord of all crea- 

tures 1n Heaven and Earth, and our 
moſt merciful and gracious Father in 
thy Son Chriſt Jeſus. We moſt hear- 
tily acknowledge that our beings, 
and all the comforts of them depend 
on thee, the Fountain of all good. 
We have nothing but what we have 
received [thence - and is owing en- 
tirely 


il, | 
19 EHLSTT 
[18 | 
1 WHEN: 
iN [} 131 i! 
111 LL RL 
ti vn ſ NN! 
Wil 11d 114 : THE 
Wh TILT) 
WRURINE: | 
thy || | | | | Wl 
1 WARTLAGT lf 
ah ( | ' ; wy! 
Nd 610 10} 
Ih | wl 1h 
{1 | [! HER 
| | | nil 
WR ly TH, One 
ji! i | {1 Is 
{4 [i | I \ if 
"yl Wl | 
11 BL MRIES! 4 
1 BIMRTE! | 
t) ith 
i! I] 
ti! "s 
{| 


92 Prayers for Families. Wedneſday. 


tirely tothy free and bounteous love, 
O moſt bleſſed Creator ; and to the + 
unſearchable riches of thy grace, O 
moſt bleſled Redeemer. 

To thee therefore be given by us 
and all creatures, whom thou haſt 
made to know how great and how. 
good thou art, all honour, glory 
and praiſe 3 all love, ſervice and 
obedience, as long as we have any ' 
being. It is but met, right, and our 
bounden duty, that we ſhould at all 
times, and in all places give thanks 
anto thee, O Lord ; and dcvoutly re- 
fign both ſoul and body to thee, to 
be abſolutely governed and ruled ac- 
cording to thy holy will and pleaſure. 
We are heartily forry that we have 
not done it from the very beginning 
of our lives till this time, We arc 
aſhamed to think of our juſtice and 
Iingratitude, in following our own 
defires ſo long, and rendring ou 
ſclves, no ſooner, moſt humbly obe- 
dient 1n all things to thee. Our hopes 
are only '1n thoſe infinite mercies, 

which 
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which have ſpared us notwithſtand- 
ing, and opencd our eyes to'ſee our 
errors, and touched our 1r2rts with 
ſome ſenle of our duty. 
And we hope 1n raem not only for 
a pardon, which we earneltly im- 
plore according to thy gractous pro- 
miſes made in Chriſt Je{us, but for 
the power of thy holy Spirit, to fur- 
ther and promote thoſe godly reſoſu- 
tions, which we feel already in our 
hearts, to live as becomes thy crea- 
turesz and as becomes the Diſciples 
of Jeſus Chriſt, who were early dedi- 
cated to thee, and have often lince 
vowed themſelves to thy ſervice. As 
thou haſt made us to underſtand the 
reaſonableneſs and goodneſs of all 
thy Laws, ſo incline our wills to be 
more and more in love with them ; 
til] they be writ upon our hearts. 
Stir up our wi ls-to love them exceed- 
ingly, and to cleav< 1 nto them as our 
very life. Let thy grace continvally 
prevent and follow us to keep alive 
ſuch a powerful ſenſe of thee, and of 
the 
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the love of our Lord and Saviour in 
our mind; that we may naturally 
fear and reverence thee, and ſtudy to 


be approved of thee, and bzloved by 


thee, and account it our higheſt per- 
feftion and happineſs to be like thee. 
O that it may ever be the joy of 
our hearts to be Righteous as thou 
art Righteousz to be merciful, as 
thou our Heavenly Father art Merci- 
ful; to be holy, as thou who haſt 
called us art Holy, in all manner of 
converſation; to be endued with thy 
Divine Wiſdom,and to reſemble thee 
in Faithfulneſs and Truth: O that the 
memory of our bleſſed Saviour, and 
his admirable example may be always 
dear unto us-- that we may chearful- 
ly follow him in his Humility, Meek- 
neſs, Patience, Contentedneſs, Peace- 
ableneſs and Delight to do thy Will, 
O God, in every thing as he did. Ac- 
cept, we moſt humbly beſeech thee, 
of theſe defires of our fouls after thee; 
and graciouſly affiſt and ſtrengthen 
them, according as we unteignedly 
ofter them up unto thee. Ac- 
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Accept likewiſe of our thanks for 
thy merciful preſervation of us all 
this day 3 by which we are come in 
ſafety to the concluſion of it, and are 
here before thee with a new load of 
thy benefits upon us, added: to other 
innumerable bleſſings which thou 
haſt formerly beſtowed. We are bold 
again likewiſe to commit our ſelves 
unto thee this night ? and to truſt in 
thy merciful protection and care over 
us, when we can take no care of our 
ſelves, or any thing elſe belonging to 
us. Defend us from all the powers 
of Darkneſs, from evil Men, from 
Fire and all ſuch ſad accidents : and 
raiſe up our lpirits, together with our 
bodies, in the morning, to ſuch a vi- 
gorous ſenſe of thy continued good- 
neſs, as may provoke us all the day 
long to an unwearied diligence in 
well doing. 

And the ſame Viercies that we beg 
for our ſelves, we deſire for the reſt 
of mankind ; eſpecially for all thoſe 
who are called by the name of Chriſt. 

O 
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O that every member of that body, 


of which He is the head,may do their 
duties with all fidelity, according to 
the ſeveral offices to which thou haſt 
aligned them. 


Countriess and all their ſubjects 
may Le dutiful and obedicnt to them 
as their caildren : That the Paſtors 


of the Church may feed thy Flock 
with true wiſdom and Underlſtand- ! 
ing ; and the people all may ſubmit ' 


unto them, and follow their gadly 
counſels: that the rich and mighty 
may have compaſizon on the poor and 
miſerable 3 arid all ſuch diſtreſſed 


people may bleſs the rich,and rejoyce- 


in the proſperity of thoſe that are 
above them. Give Husbands and 
Wives, Parents and Children, Ma- 
ſters and Servants, the grace to be- 
have themſelves ſo in their ſeveral 
Relations, that they may adorn the 
Doctrine of God our Saviour 1n all 
things; and being an honour to his 
Religion here, may recctve immortal 

| honout 


That Kings may be 
tender hearted, as the Fathers of their 


| WedneMlay. Prayers for Families. 97 


honour and glory hereafter from the 
hands of Chriſt Jeſus; in whoſe ho- 
ly Name and words, we continue to 
beſeech thy grace and mercy to- 


| wards us, and all thy People every 
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' where - ſaying, 


Our Father which art in heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy Name:Thy Kingdom come: 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 


| heaven: Give ws this day our daily 


bread: And forgive us our treſpaſſes, 


as » _ them that treſpaſs ageinſt 
#s : And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver #s from evil, &c 
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Lord, the high and holy One, 
whoſe glory 7s 4- 
bove the earth and heaven. 

We thy Creatures proſtrate our 
ſelves in the humbleſt adorations of 
Thee : aſcribing to Thee all Power, 
Wiſdom, Riches, Might, Majeſty and 
Dominion ; and acknowledging that 
to Thee of right belongs all Worſhip, 
Bleſſing, Thankſgiving and Praile 
together with all Honour, Love, Ser- 
vice and Obedience for evermore. 
Bleſſed be thine Omnipotent good- 
neſs, which hath advanced us to ſuch 
a degree of being, that we arc capa- 
ble to look back to thee from whom 
t 2 WE 
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we come; to know thee, to love 
thee,to acknowledge thy great bonn- 


ty towards us, and to reſemble thee 


in Wiſdom and Goodneſs. All that 
1s within us bleſſeth thy Holy Name, 
for breathing into us immortal ſpi- 
rits, that we may eternally admire 
thee, praiſe thee, love thee, and 


_ Joyfully render thoſe grateful ac- 


knowledgments which we owe unto 
thee. We can never ſufficiently mag- 
nifie thy mercies towards us ; eſpeci- 
ally thoſe in the Lord Jeſus, in whom 
thy Grace hath ſo exceedingly aboun- 
ded,as to ſurpaſs not only our deſerts, 
but the largeſt of our deſires. 
Blefled, blefled, for ever bleſled 
be thy fatherly goodneſs, who haſt 
ſent him from heaven ſo unexpected- 


. ly to vilitus vile wretches, who dwell 


in houſes of clay, whoſe foundation 
15 in the duſt. Lord! what 1s man, 
that thou art mindful of him ; or the 
ſon of man, that thou didit thus viſit 
bim? We thank thee, according to 
our poor ability, from the very bot- 

| tom 
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tom of our hearts, for his manifeſta- 
tion in our fleſh; for the charitable 
teſtimonies he gave of his Jove to 
mankind in the courſe of his life ; 
for that aſtoniſhing grace 1n ſubmit- 
ting himſelf to. die for us; for his 
glorious Reſurrection and Aſcenſion 
to Heaven; for the Sovereign Power 
and Authority which thou haſt g:- 
ven him at thy right hand 3 for his 
compaſſionate interceſiion for us ; 
and the aſſurances we have received 
of his being the King of Glory, and 
_ of his continued kindneſs to us, by 
the coming of the Holy Ghoſt. We 
will never ceaſe to-bleſs thee for thr 
great ſalvation, which was firſt preacl.- 
ed by the Lord, ar d was 
confirmed by them that 
heard him 5 and for the witneſs which 
thou bareſt to them, both with ſigns and 
wonders, and with divers miracles and. 
gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, according tothy 
own will, 
We rejoyce in the light of thy ho-: 
ly Goſpel ; that we ſee the way to be 


F3 mn 
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happy bath by the Doctrine and Ex- 
ample of thy Son Jeſus 3 that we have 
the encouragement of his precious 
promiſes ; and ſuch good hope of re- 
miſſion of fin, and eternal life in the 
day when he ſhall judge the world in 
righteouſneſs. O how much are we 
bound unto thee, for that comfor- 
table hope which thou haſt given us, 
of ſeeing our dear Saviour in all his 
glory, and being there where he is, 
and reigning with him for ever ! We 
again render thee our moſt hearty 
thanks, for that everlaſting conſola- 
tion and good hope through grace, 
which thou haſt given us: and for all 
thoſe benefits hkewiſe, which thou 
art pleaſed to beſtow upon us, to 
make our ſtay here on earth the more 
convenient and delightful to us. We 
are every way obliged to thee, be- 
yond all that we are able to expreſs or 
conceive. Thou feedeſt us,and cloth- 
eſt us; thou preſerveſt our health, 
and our ſtrength 3 thou haſt deliver- 
ed us from innumerable dangers; and 
when 
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when thou haſt chaſtiſed us, it hath 
been in great mercy and clemency, 
- and not according to our deſerving. 
 O that all the world would lhew 
forth thy praiſe, and devote them- 
ſelves to the ſervice of our Lord. Let 
all Kings of the Earth ſubmit them- 
ſelves unto him, and glory in the 
Name of his obedient Subjects. High 
and low, rich and poor, let them 
praiſe the Name of the Lord, from 
this time forth and: for evermore. For 
great is the Lord and greatly to be prai- 
ſed';, eſpecially i-the aſſembly of the 
Saints,and by thy Church and Houſe- 
hold ; which we beſecch thee to keep, 
and tocontinue 1n thy true Religion. 
As thou ſheweſt to them that be in error 
the light of thy truth, to the intent that 
they may return into the way of righte- 
ouſneſs ſo grant unto all them that 
are admitted into the Fellowſhip of 
Chrift's Religion, that they may eſchew 
thoſe things that are contrary to their 
profeſſuon, and follow all ſuch things as 
are agreeable to the ſame. 

k 4 Accept 
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Accept, molt gracious God, of 
theſe unfeigned defires of us thy ſer- 
vants; who for our parts, entirely 
dedicate our ſelves, both ſouls and 
bodies, unto thee - Reſolving in all 
things to walk worthy of thee, who 
haſt called us to thy Kingdom and 
Glory, and bleſſed us alſo with ma- 
ny other good things which make 
this life to be a more caſte paſſage to. 
a better. We will never forget how 
much we are indebted to thee : but 
{tady to expreſs our grateful remem- 
brance of thy mercies, by living ſ6- 
berly, righteonſly and god- 
ly in this preſent World ; 
looking for that bleſſed hope , andthe 
glorious appearing of the great God, and 
our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, Favour, we 
pray thee, theſe holy purpoſes with 
the conſtant aſſiſtance of thy good ſpi- 
rit ; that we may be able to accom- 
pliſh what we have begun.,and to per- 
fect holineſs in thy fear. Helpus to 
add to our faith, vertue 
and to vertue, knowledge 5 

and 
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and to knowledge, temperance; and 
fo temperance, patience; and to pati- 
ence, godlineſs; and to godlineſs, . bro- 
therly kindneſs 3 and to brotherly kina- 
neſs, charity. That theſe things being 
in #8 and abounding, they may make us 
to be neither barren, nor unſruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Preſerve us this day eſpecially ; that 
we {werve not prſenetly from theſe: 
pious reſolutions : But may grve ſuc 
a proof. of their ſincerity, by our be- 
ing. {tedfaſt and immoveable in all 
well-doing notwithſtanding any tem-- 
ptation to the contrary ; that we may 
have the better hope we ſhall perſe- 
vere to the very end, through thy- 
continued” grace in Chriſt Jeſus; in 
whoſe words we deſire all that thou: 
ſeeſt needful either for: our Souls or- 
Bodies, for our ſelves or others, ſay-- 
ing, 


Our Father, &c.-. 
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E are here again proſtrate be- 
fore thee, O Lord of Hea- 

ven and Farth, to joyn our ſelves 
with all that holy —_— who reſt 
| not day and night, ſaying, 
_— Hol, as fon) 
Almighty, which was, and is, and is 
to come. Thou art worthy, O Lord,to 
receive glory, honour and power © for 
thou haſt created all things, and for thy 
pleaſure they are and were created. Ble(- 
ſed be .thy divine goodneſs, which 
hath made the children of men but 
little lower than the Angels ; .and 
crowned us with ſuch glory and ho- 
nour, that we are capable to. accom- 
pany that heavenly Hoſt in giving 
continual thanks & praiſe unto thee. 
Praiſed be thy Name that we are now 
alive 3 and that we have the uſe of 
our reaſon and underſtanding; and 
enjoy ſo many of the comforts and 
conveniences of this preſent life vow 
ave 


> — — ——_ 


Thurſday. Prayers for Families. 107 
have attained a good hope through 
Chriſt Jeſus of being immortally 
happy: | 

O how great was thy love which 
ſent him into the World to direct us 
in the way to that happineſs by his 
holy dofrine and life; and to be a 
propitiation for our fin by his death 3. 
and to be the firſs that , _ 
ſhould riſe from the dead, © OD 
and ſhould ſhew light unto the World, 
Werejoyce in that light of life : We 
moſt chearfully devote our ſelves to: 
be the faithful Diſciples of him, the 
Prince of peace the Lord of life and 
glory. It 1s our happineſs as well as 
our duty to be governed by him,and. 
obey his commands. We are ſenlible 
that they are all equal,juſt and good : 
and that thou haſt done us an infinite 
kindneſs, in teaching us to deny un- 
godlineſs and worldly luſts, and to 
hve ſoberly, righteoully, and godly 
1n this preſent world. 

And therefore we here again moſt 
heartily ſarrender our wills to thine: 

delirins 


Will 
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deſiring that we may unchangeably 
cleave unto it, with the greateſt and 
moſt entire love and affection ro all 
its Commands. O that there may 


- abide for ever in us ſuch a ſtrong and 
*powerful ſenſe of thy mighty loveto. 
wards us in Chriſt Jeſus, as may 


conſtrain us freely and willingly to 
pleaſe thee in the conſtant exerciſe of 
ptety and devotion 3 righteouſneſs 
and mercy ; temperance and chaſtity ; 
meekneſs and patience; truth and fi- 
delity 3 together with ſuch an hum- 
ble, contented and peaceable ſpirit, 
as may adorn the Religion of our 
Lord. and Maſter. O God, that theſe 
holy defires and. inclinations may ne- 
ver die, nor languiſh.in our hearts: 
but be kept alive in their. vigour and 
force,by the perpetual infpirationsof 
the Holy Gholt. 

We wait upon thee for that pro- 
miſe of our Saviour, to aſhiſt and 
promote our {tncere endeavours, to 
preſerve our Souls unblameable in 
the love of thee our God, and of 

all 
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all mankind. We heartily defire the 
proſperity and welfare of every one 
of them, as well as our own. O that 
they were all ſo wiſe and happy as to 
acknowledge and ſubmit themſelves 
to thee, by obeying thy holy Laws. 
Eſpecially we deſire that all Kings 
and Princes may become our Savi- 
ours Subjects; and conforming them- 
ſcives. to his will, may be rendered 
thereby moſt excellent examples:to all 
other men. Endue our Sovereign with 
abundance of the Spirit of Counſel 
and Judgment, and the fear of our 
Lord. Make him happy in wiſe and 
faithful Miniſters 3 in loyal and peace- 
able Subjects 3 and in the good ſuc- 
ce(s of all his. enterpriſes, for the ho- 
nour of Religion, and. his Peoples 
tranquillity. We commend. to thy 
mercies all our Friends, Relations, 
and BenefaCtors: deſiring that all who 
have done us good, may be requited ' 
an hundred fold here, and obtain at 
laſt eternal life. And all that have 
done evil to us, as we heartily forgive 
them. 
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.them, ſo we earneſtly deſire they may 
obtain thy gracious pardon. Toge- 
ther with theſe we remember like- 
wiſe all that are in affliction, what- 
 ſoeverit be either of ſoul or body: to 
whom we wiſh eaſe, and comfort, and 
ſeaſonable relief ; that they may re- 
Joyce in the end for the Days where- 
in they have ſeen adverſity. 

In theſe holy thoughts and defires 
we now are bold to commend our 
ſelves to thy protection this night; 
who haſt preſerved and bleſſed us (we 
moſt thankfully acknowledge ) all the 
day paſt. We repoſe our ſelves in the 
belief of thy good providence ; with 
which we mtruſt our ſelves, and all 
belonging to us. We would lay down 
our ſelves to {leep, with hearts full of 
love to thee, and humble faith and 
hope in thee- defiring we may awake 
again in the ſame manner, and find 
that weare (till with Thee. Diſpoſe 
us, good Lord, by the reſt thou gi- 
veſt us, always to ſerve thee more zea- 
louſly with our renewed ſpirits: _ 

| | after 
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after the few days and nights we have 
to paſs in this world, we may come 
to thy eternal reſt together with 
Chriſt Jeſus. In whoſe bleſſed name 
and words, we {till recommend our 
ſelves to thy mercies. 


Our Father which art in heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy Name: Thy Kingdom come: 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven: Give us this day our daily 
bread: And forgive ws our treſþaſſes, 
as we forgtve them that treſpaſs againſt 
ws : And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, &c 


PRAYERS 


F13 


PRAYERS 


FOR 
FAMILIES. 


FRIDAY 
MORNING G. 


God, moſt bleſſed for ever - 

whoſe the world is, and the 
fulneſs thereof; who need(t not any 
thing that we can give thee, for thou 
givelt us whatſoever we enjoy. We 
proſtrate our ſelves before thee to 
make ſuch poor expreſſions as we are 
able, of the fenfe we have of thine in- 
finite bounty to us. It 18 but fit and 
meet that we ſhould acknowledge 
and praiſe thee,though we can there- 
by add nothing unto thee. It isour 
happineſs to have a grateful remem- 
brance of thy goodneſs to us : and to 
be knit unto thee in hearty love, and 
dutiful afte&tion all the days of our 
life. We 
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We thank thee therefore, O Lord 
of heaven and earth, who haſt load- 
ed us continually with thy benefits. 
They are great and many more than 
we can number; both towards our 
bodies, and towards our ſouls ; for 
the comfort of this life, and our 
everlaſting Salvation in the life to 
come. Kor ever adored be thy love 
in Chriſt Jeſus, who hath given us an 
undoubted teſtimony of thy fatherly 
care and providence over us: and 
encouraged us, though we have of- 
fended thee, to addreſs our ſelves to 
thee, with good hope of thy graci- 
ous acceptance of us into friendſhip 
with thee again. 

We love thee, O Lord, above all 
things. We frecly offer our ſpirite, 
ſouls and bodies to Thee, with molt 
ſincere devotion, and the heartieſ\t af- 
fection to thy ſervice. There 1s no- 
thing we deſire and long for ſo much, 
as to have a lively ſenſe of thy mar- 
vellous love always poſleſhing our 
Hearts - that may (till conſtrain ny to 

ove 
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love thee, to obey thee, to truſt in 
thee, to be content with the portion 
thy love allots unto us,and to rejoyce 
even 1n the midſt of all the troubles 
of this life. 
We cannot chuſe, O Lord when 
we ſeriouſly think of what thou haſt 
done. for us ; but abſolutely commit 
our ſelves to thee, and entirely con- 
fide in thee for the time to come. 
Since thou haſt 2ot ſpared thy own Sor, 
but delivered him up for 
5 all, how ſhalt thou not 
with him alſo freely gave ws all things 8 
We depend upon thee eſpecially for 
the grace of the Holy Spirit ; for the 
power of which in our Hearts exct- 
ting theſe holy deſires and godly reſo- 
lutions, we moſt humbly thank thy 
Divine Majeſty. O that we may feel 
it perpetually bearing us up by the 


OM. 8. 32. 


| ſtrength of our moſt holy faith, and 


by the power of love: and hope, 
above all the temptations, which at 
any time aſſault us. That we may 
keep our ſelves unſpotted from the 

world; 
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world; and no appetite of pleaſure, 
of glory, or of riches may ever carry 
us from our duty : but we may (till 
eleave to thee in Righteouſneſs, Pu- 
rity, Humility, Charity, and all 
other Divine Vertues, of which our 
Lord. hath given us ſo great an ex- 
ample. | 
For his ſake we hope for a favour- 
able acceptance of theſe our praiſes, 
acknowledgments and prayers. For 
we muſt be ſtill beholden to thine in- 
finite goodneſs, for the leaſt regard 
to any thing that we can do, who are 
but unprofitable ſervants. And we 
wait upon the ſame goodneſs for thy 
bleſſing to accompany us all this day ; 
that we may do nothing, but what 
we know is pleaſing to thee, and may 
be ſo proſpered, protected and afſliſt- 
ed by thine Almighty power, that we 
may return with our hearts full of 
love and thankfulneſs to Thee in the 
Evening, again to-praiſe and magni- 
fie thy continued kindneſs to us. 
Unto which we commend moſt 
heartily. 
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heartily the reſt of mankind: defi- 
ring that they may all know thee,the 
true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom 
thou haſt ſent; whom to know is 
eternal life. And O that all Chriſtians 
would walk worthy of thy high- and 
heavenly Calling: that others ſeeing 
their good works, may be invited 
thereby to acknowledge and glorifie 
thee our heavenly Father. More par- 
ticularly we deſire ſuch an encreaſe of 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, to all Chri- 
{tian Kings and Princes,that all their 
Subjets may praiſe thee for the ſenſi- 
ble fruits of their care and good Go- 
vernment - and ſuch a plentiful por- 
tion of the Spirit of thy Grace to all 
Chriſtian Biſhops, Prieſts, and Dea- 
conss3 that they may be eminent in- 
{truments of thy honour, and their 
people's good, by the authority of 
their Doctrine and their godly Ex- 


ample, Make our Sovereign and us 


all happy in eaci other; by the faith- 
tul diſcharge of our ſeveral duties, in 
the places wherein thy moſt high wil- 
Yom hath ſet us, And 
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And we deſire the comfort of thoſe 
that mourn, the eaſe of thoſe that 


are in pain, the health of the ſick, the 


releaſe of poor Priſoners and Cap- 
tives, the quiet and fatisfation of 
thoſe that are in trouble and anguiſh 
of mind, and the true content of all 
men in whatſoever condition they 
are : that we may be all continually 
giving thanks to thee, the Father of 
mercies, for the joy thou haſt ſet before 
#5, and the hope we have, by run- 
ning our Chriſtian race with pati- 
ence, to come to that bleſſed place 
into which Feſ#s our fore-runner 7s al- 
ready entred for xs. By whom we 
continue to defire, in his own words, 
that thou mayeſt be glorified every 
where, 1n our well doing ; ſaying as 
he hath taught us, 


Our Father, &c. 


At 


At 
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At Night. 


\ Lord, the Almighty Creator 
and Governour of the World. 
How great and manifold 
are thy works ! in wiſ- 
dom haſt thou made them all. The day 
is thine, the night alſo is _ _ 
thine : thou haſt prepared © TO 
the -light and the Sun. We thy crea- 
tures, a ſmall part of mankind, pro- 
ſtrate our ſelves before thee this 
evening, In the humbleſt adoration - 
of thy Divine Majeſty - praiſing thy 
incomprehenſible perfe&ions, and 
rendring Thee our thanks for all 
the benefits thou haſt beſtowed on 
the whole world, eſpecially on us 
whom thou haſt called to the know- 
ledge of thy grace in Chriſt Jeſus. It 
15a marvellous love wherewith thou 
haſt loved us. hou haſt not dealt 
ſo with all Peo le; and as for thy 
great and precious promiſes they 
have not known them. 
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We are bound therefore more par- 
ticularly to offer up unto thee conti- 
nually ſpiritual ſacrifices by Chriſt 
Jeſusz and to laud and bleſs thy great 
and glorious Name in the behalf of 
our ſelves, and the reſt of mankind : 
among whom thou haſt left innume- 
rable teftimonies of thy careful pro- 
vidence, in that thou doſt 
themgood,and giveſt thens 

Rain from Heaven, and fruitful ſea- 
ſons, filling their hearts with food and 
gladneſs. We praiſe thee, we bleſs 
thee, we magnitie and extol thy wiſe - 
and powerful goodneſs, we thank 
thee for thy never ceaſing bounty to- 
wards us 3 eſpecially that thou haſt 
vouchſafed to ſend Jeſus Chriſt to re- 
ſtore us by his appearing among us, 
and his humbling himſelf to the 
death for us, and his glorious Reſur- 
reftion from the Grave and Aſcenſi- 
on on high, to a bleſſed hope of thy 
mercy unto eternal life. 

Wecan do no leſs than devote our 

ſelves, ſouls and bodies, eternally to 
thee « 
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thee : returning, what we have Te- 
ceived from thee, back again with the 
greateſt love, and molt grateful ac- 
knowledgements. Accept, we pray 
thee, O moſt gracious and merciful 
Father, of this ſmall oblation we 
make thee, of our moſt hearty and 
unfeigned relolutions tro worſhip and 
ſervethee in the conſtant exerciſe of 
righteouſneſs, mercy, meecknels, pati- 
ence, humility and purity, with what- 
ſoever 1s lovely and of good report. 
And we humbly beg thy holy Spirit 
may conliamly accompany us en- 
abling us to think of theſe things, to 
cleave unto them, todelight tn thera, 
and to perſevere in a free and willing 
performance of all our duty towards 
Thee, and towards all Men, to our 
lives end. 

And we molt heartily defjre the 
reſt of mankind may at laſt be fo 
happy as to come acquainted with 
the exceeding 1iches of thy grace in 
Chriſt. O that 1þy ways 
may be known upon earth, es 


and 


Friday. 
and thy ſaving health a- 
 mong all, Nations: that all 
the Gentiles may rejoyce with thy Peo- 
ple, and we may with one mind and 
one mouth glorifie thee our God, even 
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Rom. 18. 10,6, 


the Father of our Lord Feſws Chriſt. 
O that all Idolatry 'and ungodlineſs, 


all: cruelty and filtkineſs, all rapine 


and violence, may be aboliſhed and 


rooted out of the earth 3; and true 


pity, / righteouſneſs, holineſs, and 
brotherly kindneſs may flouriſh 1n 
the room thereof. For which end 
we beſeech thee endue all Kings and 
Princes, eſpecially thoſe that are 
Chriſtian, with a great fenſe of thy 
Sovereign Authority over all ; that 
they may humbly obey thee, as they 
deſire others ſhould obey them ; 
and govern all their People with 
great wiſdom, uprightneſs, and a 
tender- compaſlionate care -of their 
welfate. O that no covetouſneſs, 
ambitzon,: or revenge may rule 1n 
any hearts, provoking them to war 
and bloud-ſh<d - but there may be 

NON great 
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great peace 1n all Lands,by obſerving 
the holy Laws of the Prince of peace, 
Chriſt Jeſus. 

More particularly we recommend 
unto thy bleſſing, theſe Kingdoms 
wherein we live : beſeeching thee 
to be merciful to our ſins, in giving 
us grace to repent of them, and to 
bring forth fruits meet for repen- 
tance and amendment of life. Bleſs 


_ our Sovereign, and all that are em- 


ployed under him, either 1n Spiritu- 
al or Civil affairs, with all thoſe gra- 
ces which are neceflary for the right 
diſcharge of their duties 1n ſuch 
high places. Proſper all their pious 
endeavours for the good either of 
mens ſouls, or outward eſtates ; that 
true Religion and Vertue encreaſing , 
and all ungodlineſs and vice being 
put to ſhame, we may become a re- 
nowned Nation, and a praiſe 1n the 
Earth. We commend to thee allo, 
O Father of mercies, all thoſe who 
are 11 a diſtreſſed and ſorrowtul con- 
dition : molt carneſtly deſiring their 

O03. ſeaſon- 


i *")(| 
_ 181 8 1808 
Sj | 
W' 1 i 
| Iii! i} 
W! it | | 
Wi in i! 
| I | 


124 Prayers for Families. Friday. 
ſcalonable relief and comfort 5 with 
their releaſe from thoſe troubles, 
when thou pleaſeſt. | 

And now that we are. going to 
lay down our ſelves to ſleep, we 
put our ſelves and- our habitations, 
wih all that belong unto us, into 
thy moſt gracious protection - hope- 
ing thou wilt take..care.of us, when 
we cannot ſo much as think how to 
ſecure our ſelves from any danger 


that may approach us. Thou haſt 
been our Helper, Keeper, and De- 


fender, therefore under the ſha-. 
dow of thy Wings will we {til re- 


Joyce. 


When we cloſe our Eyes, let theſe 
holy thoughts of thee, and affecti- 
ons towards thee, (till remain in us, 
and poſlcſs eur hearts; that they 
may awake again with us 1n the 
morning, and fend up our fouls in 
renewed love, and thanks, and 
praiſe to thy Divine Majeſty by 


our blefled Saviour and Redeemer 


Chriſt Jeſus. In whoſe words we 


continue 
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continue to implore thy mercies to- 
wards us. 


Our Father which art in heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy Name: Thy Kingdom comes, 
Thy will be done in earth, as it 3s in hea- 
ven « Give ws this day our dayly bread : 
And forgive us our treſþaſſes, as we for- 
give them that treſpaſs againſt #s : And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
#5 from evil, &c. 
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Lord 3 all thy works praiſe 
| thee, and declare the greatneſs 
of thy Majeſty, Power, Wiſdom and 
Bounty which ſurpaſs all underſtand- 
ing. Thor art good unto all, and thy. 
tender mercies are over all thy nk 
Thou art boly in all thy ways, and righ- 
teous in all thy doings: and keepeſt 
truth for ever. Thy Kingdom 3s an 
everlaſting Wd, and thy domini- 
on endureth throughout all generations. 
Je all decay and periſh 5 the heavens 
themſelves wax old like a garment : but 
thou art the ſame, and thy years ſhall 
have no end. 

We adore thee, O Lord moſt high, 
G 4 and . 
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and moſt willingly joyn our hearts 
and voices this Morning, together 
with all the hoſt of heaven and earth, 
to laud and praiſe thy glorious 
Name 3 and pive thanks unto thee, 
whoſe mercy endureth for ever. We 
think our ſelves happy that we know 
thee; and that we live under the care 
and providence of thine Almighty 
and moſt wiſe goodneſs; and that we 
::ve a good hope, .not oniy of thy 
»ictbong and favour here, but of lite 
ior EVETMOTE. 

Blciled be thy Name for ſending 
thy Son Jeſus, to give us theſe hopes, 
by his Death, and Reſurrection, and 
Aſcenſion to Heaven, and the com- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt. Bleſſed be 
thy Name who haſt trained us up in 
his Religion, and given usthe means 
and opportunities to know that love 
of thine which patles knowledge. We 
thank thee for all the bleſſed operati- 
ons and motions of thy holy Spirit in 
our hearts: and that thou haſt ſo ear- 
ly enclinedjus to fear thee, and love 

| thee, 
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thee, and place our contentment and 
fatisfation in thy love and favour, 
which is better than life it ſel] And 
that thou haſt aiſo added a number 
of other mercies, for our comfortable 
ſubſiſtence in this World - having 
granted us ſo long health, peace and 
plenty 3 a great many friends, loving 
relations and aquaintancez and con- 
tinued the enjoyment of them to this 
day, though. we be ſo unworthy of 
the leaſt of thy favours. We thank 
thee, O God, that now thou haſt gra- 
cioully renewed thy kindneſs unto us, 
in protecting us the laſt night from all 
the powers: of darkneſs, and every 
evil accident ; and raiſing us up this 
morning in health and ſafety to praiſe 
thy goodneſs. 

More efpecially we praiſe thee for 
any ſenſe we have of theſe thy mer-- 
cies: humbly waiting on thee for the 
increaſe of it, and tor thy gracious © 
pardon of all our unthankfulneſs and 
undivitul behiviour rowards thee ; 
which we moſt heartly bewail, and 

G5 delire, 
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deſire, and will endeavour to amend. 
And for that end we implore the 
help of thy holy Spirit, which our 
Lord hath encouraged us to ask of 
thee; and told us thou wilt not de- 
ny to thoſe that earneſtly ſeek it, and 
continue to knock importunately at 
the gate of Mercy for it. We believe 
all his promiſes to be faithful and 
true; and therefore humbly depend 
on thy mighty Power to ſtrengthen 
and enable us to do our duty towards 
thee,and towards all men 3 with care, 
and diligence, and zeal, and perſeve- 
rance to the end. Endue us, good 
Lord, with a ſpirit of true and fer- 
vent devotion to thee our Creatour 
and Redeemer : with upright, juſt 
and charitable hearts to all our 
Neighbours: and with temperate, 
contented and humble minds, 1n eve- 
ry condition and ſtate of lite, unto 
which thou ſhalt pleaſe to call us. 
Help us to be meek and gentle in 
our converſation; prudent and dif- 
creet in ordering all our attairs3 _ 
and. 
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and uſeful .in every relation 3 . obſer-- 
vant of thy fatherly providence in 
every thing that befalls us; grateful 
for thy benefits ; -pattent under thy 
chaſtiſements; and readily diſpoſed . 
to every good word and work. Pre- 
ſerve in us a conſtant remembrance 
of thine all ſeeing eye ; of the many 
promiſes and vows we have made of 
fidelity to thee; of thine ineſtimable 
love in Chriſt Jefus, whereof thou 
halt given us ſo many pledges 3 and 
of the great account” we mult give to | 
him, the Judge of all, at the day of 
his appearing: That ſo we may con- 
tinue /iedfaſt and unmoveable, and be 
abundant in the work of the Lord; 
knowing that our labour ſhall not be in 
vain in the Lord. 

Deliver us, we beſeech thee, from 
all inordinate cares and deſires 3 from 
vain hopes and cauſlefs fearsz and lo - 
diſpoſe our hearts, that death it (elt 
may not be dreadful to us: but we 
may welcome it with a chearful 
countenance, when and howloever it 
hail approach, O 
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O that our hearts may be (o firmly 
ſetled and eſtavlithed in the truc Re. 
ligion, and our minds kepr fo free 
from all deluſions 3 that nothing miy 
affright us, or hake our conſtancy : 
But we may rather chuſe to die, than 
diſtonour our Saviour who died for 
us. We refign our ſclves to thy wil- 
dom and goodneſs, who knoweſt 
what is beſt for us hoping thou wilt 
zever ſuffer us to ve tempt- 
ed above what we are.able, 
aud wilt with the temptation alſo make 
away to eſcupe, that we may be able to 
bear it. 

We comment unto thee, likewiſe, 
all mankind, eſpecially thy Church 
and choſen people: Theſe Kingdoms 
more particularly, of. which we are 
members 3. that we may be all” faith- 
ſal to our Lord Chriſt, and zealous of 
good works. Blels our Sovereign, his 
Counſellors , his Miniſters, and all 
employed in publick buſineſs, whe- 
ther Spiritual or Civil; that they may 


be conſcientroully induſtrious, and 
whats 
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whatſoever they do may proſper for 
the goo1 of all tho:e who are com- 
mitted :o t'1eir charge. Be gra: 1345s 


 toall our frien Is, and rhoſe wie are 


dear unto us. Keep :15all in thi fear, 
and Iove, and vbedience, wile we 
livez and make us willing to die, 
and to be with Chriſt, which is beſt 
of all. Guile us, Good Lord, and 
zovern us by the lame ſpirit of wil- 
dom and goodneſs, that we may be 
ſo united to rhee here, as not to be 
eternally ſeparated, when thou art 
pleaſed to order our departure hence : 
But that we all at Jait may have an 
happy meeting in the other and ber- 
ter world : to dwell with thee in love 
and joy, that ſhall never die.through 
Chriſt Jeſus our ble{led Lord and Sa- 
viour, in whoſe words we ſtill be- 
ſezch thee to hear us. 


Our Father, &<c, 
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At Night. 


LL honour and glory, thanks 
and praiſe, love and ſervice be 


rendred by us and all other reaſon- 
able Creatures to thy great and glo- 
rious Majeſty, O Lord 3; who haſt 
brought us into the world ; and pre- 
ſerved our life moſt tenderly to this 
moment; and made it eaſ{te and com- 
fortable to us by more mercies than 
we can number. And toall the for- 
mer haſt added thole of this day, 
which we have paſled in peace, and 
health, and fafety ; bleſled be thy 
never-ceaſing goodneſs. Above all 
we acknowledge thy unconceiveable 
love in Chriſt Jeſus, by whom thou - 
haſt made a gracious provilion for our 
Souls, and their everlaſting happineſs 
13 the other world : Having ſent him 
to us with the promiſes of eternal life ; 
and to be the Way and Director to it 5 
and given him to die, that he might 
{cal his promiſes with his blood 5 and 


railed 
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raiſed him again from the dead, that 
our faith and hope might be in thee, 
O God. 

Eye bath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nei- 
ther did enter into the 
heart of man the things 
which thou haſt prepared for them that 
love thee, We love thee, O Lord, 
and give our ſclves, both ſouls and 
bodies to thee - moſt earneſtly defi- 
ring to be inſpired with ſuch a ſenſe 
of thy infinite goodneſs, that we may 
love thee more, and ſerve thee bet- 
ter; with all our heart, and with all 
our foul, and with all our ſtrength. 

We confeſs we have not walked 
worthy of the great benefits we have 
received; and therefore may juſtly 
fear thou ſhouldeſt with-hold thy ten- 


1 Cor. 2.9. 


der mercies, and ſhut up thy loving. 


kindneſs 1n diſpleaſure But the de- 
fires and holy reſolutions thou haſt 


wrought and continueſt in our Souls, 


to amend and become {tll more fruit- 


ful 10 all good works, encourage usto- 


hop? in thee for pardon through the 


bload. 
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blond of ] ſus Chriſt3 and for the 
a{ſiſtance ot thy holy Spirit, to enable 
us to accompliſh thac which we 1n- 
tens and purpoſe, to grow more and 
more in wiſdom and knowledge ; and 
in righteouſneſs and true holt- 
neſs. 

O that this Image of thine may ap- 
pear every day faircr and more beau- 
tiful before thee, and in the fight of 
all men! That ſo we may adorn the 


Religion we profeſs; and be a good 


Example unto others; and have a ſo- 
Iid foundation of peace and comfort 
12 our own hearts; and be able to 
hope in thee for thy future mercy 1n 

Chriſt Jetus, even unto eternal life. 
We commend our ſelves ro. thy 
wonted grace 5 and in a ſenſe of what 
thou haſt done already. for us, and 
what thou haſt promiſcd wo do, de-- 
pend on thy goodneſs for what thou: 
{ecſt profitable and: conducing to our: 
Chicf:ſt good - refering our felves: 
wholly to thy wilc will and pleaſure 5 
and «lolved conecntedly to [.bmit 
[Oo 
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to thy appointments, thankfully to 
receive thy metcies, and to reſt ſatts- 
ficd with our portion, whatſoever it 
be that thou ordereſt for us. Mike us 
but ſtedfaſt in thy faith and love, un- 
wearied in well doing, patient and 
conſtant under all ſufferings, full of a 
lively hope in thy mercy, and willing 
to die when, and as thou pleaſelſt 3 
and we have enough. 

In confidence that thou heareſt us, 
and act every where,and never {lum- 
bereſt nor {kepeſtz we commit. our 
ſclves to the cuſtody of thy watchful 
providence this night : to be ſecured & 
protected by thee, when we cannot at 
all attend to our own. preſervation. 
May it pleaſe thy goudneſs to give 
this whole family a comfortable reſt 
and repoſe; to defend this habitation, 
and all about us from fire and ſuch 
Itke ſad accidents; to deliver us from 
the power of evil ſpirits, and of evil 
men; and to. raiſe us in health and 
chearfulnefs to.praiſe thee, and to glo- 
rife thee, both ..in Soul and Body the 
next- day, Then 
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Then will we ſing of thy power, yea, 
we will ſing aloud of thy 
mercy in the morning : be- 
canſe thou haſt been our defence, and 
our refuge at all times. Qnto thee, O 
our ſtrength, will we ſing: for God is 
our defence, and the God of our mercy. 
We will praiſe the Lord 
with our whole heart, in 
the aſſembly of the upright, and in the 
Congregation. Forit is 4 
good thing to give thanks 
unto the Lord, and to fins praiſes unto 
thy Name, O moſt high: to ſhew forth 
thy loving kindneſs in the morning,and. 
thy faithfulneſs every night. 

The .earth is thine, and the fulneſs 
thereof 5 the world and 
they that dwell therein. 
Let all the people praiſe thee, O God 
let all the people praiſe thee. O that all 
the ends of the world would remember 

and turn unto the Lord; 
_ 2 27» and all the kindreds of 

the Nations worſhip before 
him, For the kingdom is the Lords 3 
an 


Pal. 56. 16,17. 


Plal. 117. 1. 


Plal. 92, I, 2, 


Pſal. 24. I. 
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' and he is the Governour among the Na- 
tions. Bleſs eſpecially all Chriſtian 
Kings and Princes ; that it may be ar: 
abomination to theme to 
commit wickedneſs, and 
their thrones may be eſtabliſhed by righ- 
teconſneſs. And incline the hearts of 
all thoſe who have any authority in 
theſe Kingdoms to love and hold faſt 
thy true Religion, and to live accord- 
ing to it 5 that by weercy and truth the 
King 14y be preſerved : 

and hisThrone be uphold- _. > 
en by mercy. Let hin faith- 

fully judge the poor, that his throne may 
be eſtabliſhed for ever. 

We heartily defire the eaſe, peace, 
and fatisfaftion of all thoſe who are 
in pain, trouble and perplexity : and 
that all poor miſerable people may 
find (ſupply of their wants from thy 
bounty, and the charity of thoſe on 
whom thou haſt beſtowed plenty and 
abundance. We humbly alſo wait 
for thy bleſſing upon all our Relati- 
ons and Friends : truſting in thee for 

| \uch 


Prov. 16. 12» 
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fuch a meaſure of health and all other 
good things as thou judgeſt uſeful for 
us; and eſpecially that the Lord Je- 
ſus will deliver 25 fron 
iſ every evil work, and pre- 
1 ſerve us to his heavenly kingdom: To 
whom be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


—_ 


1 Tim. 4. 8. 


Onur F ather, &c. 
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A ſhorter Morning Prayer for any Day 
in the Week, when there is not time, 
by reaſon of ſome extraordinary oc- 

caſions, for the other. 


Moſt great and glorious God, 

the Sovereign of the World: 
Upon whom we continually de- 
pend; to whom we owe all the love, 
the ſervice, and the praiſe that we 
are able to render to all eternity, 
We adore thy infinite mercy, from 
whence we have received ſo man 
bleſſings for the comfort of this life ; 
and by which we have a ſure Hope 
of good things, in the life ro come. 


Bleſled be thy goodneſs, which hath 


not fuffered us to wander without 


1nſtruction, after the fooliſh deſires 
of our own hearts: but hath clearly 
ſhown us where our happineſs lies. 
We receive with all thankfulneſs 
thoſe holy words, which teach us 


the bleſſedneſs of poverty and con- 
tentedneſs of ſpirit 3 of-meeknels and 
humility 
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humility of mind 3 of hungering and 
thirſting atter righteouſneſs z of mer- 
cifulneſls and purity of heart 5 of 
peaceableneſs, and patient ſuffering, 
for doing the will of our Lord Chriſt. 

O that we may have grace to la- 
bour always to be in the number of 
thoſe bleſſed Souls, that never ſet 
their hearts on any thing ſo much, as 
theſe heavenly vertues! O that we 
may ever think and fee] our ſelves 
happy, in the comfort of thoſe great 
and precious promiſes,of being made 
the children of the higheſt, the Heirs 
of the Kingdom o: Heaven, and at Jaſt 
of ſeeing thee our God. lt ſuffices, 
O Lord, that we have theſe glorious 
hopes hereafter : which make us be- 
lieve,thou wilt not let us want what 
1s neceſſary for us, whilſt we continue 
here. We commend our ſelves, with 
an humble confidence, to thy watch- 
' ful providence this day : beleeching 
thee to guide and afli(t us, that in all 
our deſires, words and actions, we 
may keep our fclves innocent, and 


undefiled 
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undefiled beforethee; and be diſpoſed 
to do all good, as we have opportu- 
nity. 

And we heartily deſire that all 
mankind may be filled with the ſame 
devotion to thee : and eſpecially that 
all Chriſtian people may glorihe thy 
Name, and be joyful in thee. And 
the greater any are in Dignity and 
Power, raiſe their ſpirits to the grea- 
ter pitch of Wiſdom, Mercy and Pie- 
ty : That they may right thoſe that 
ſuffer wrong ; and defend thole that 
have no helper 3 and provide for the 
eaſe and comfort of all miſerable 
creatures, to the utmoſt of their 
power. In this ardent charity we 
commit both ſouls and bodies to thee ; 
beſeeching thee to increale our Jove 
to thee, and toa!l men, till we be fit 
to be tranſlated to the region of love 
and joy, and perfect ſatisfaction, 
through Chriſt Jeſus - who hath 
taught us, when we pray, to ſay 


Our Father, &c. 


Arother 
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Another ſhort Prayer for the Morn- 


ing. 


Bleſſed God ; be thou acknow- 
ledged, praiſed and loved by 
us, and all the Children of men; on 
whom thou poureſt continually thy 
benefits. They are great and many - 
we know not the ſum.nor underſtand 
the value of them. The Angels them- 
ſelves admired thy loveto us in Chriſt 
Jeſusz and are become miniſtring Spi- 
rits to them, who are Heirs of Salva- 
tion. We enjoy the continual fruits 
of thy watchful providence; by 
which we have been kept in peace 
and ſafery the laſt night, and are rai- 
ſed this morning in health and 
ſtrength, bo'h of body and mind : 
beholding all things belonging to us, 
Juſt as we Jett them with thee, when 
we went to lleep. 
Accept, we moſt humbly befeech 
thee, oc this poor tribute of praiſe 
and thanks; together with the hear- 
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ty oblation of our Souls and Bodies, 
which we here dedicate again to thy 
ſervice. Vouchſafe us the continued 
aſliſtance of the grace of thy holy 
Spiritz to enable us to make good 
thoſe vows that are upon us, of obe- 
diently keeping thy holy will and com- 
mandments, and walking in the ſame 
all the days of our life. Pardon, good 
Lord, all our breaches of this Sacred 
Covenant. Deal not with us accord- 
ing to our (ins, neither reward us af- 
ter our iniquities: But 1n the multt- 
tude of thy tender mercies pity our 
errors and wandringsz and help us 
againſt our infirmities. 

Give us leave this day to put our 
ſelves into thy powerful protecion, 
and to depend on thee for thy merci- 
ful guidance and afliſtance 3 that we 
may be more faithful to thee in the 
diſcharge of our duties, and never 
ſwerve from the rules of Sobrie- 
ty, Righteouſneſs, Charity and 
Godlineſs. So ſhall we return with 

H Joytul 
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joyful hearts to praiſe thee in the 
Evening : and teach thoſe who ſhall 
come after us, to continue thy prai- 
ſes in the next generation. Amer, for 
thy mercies ſake 1n Chriſt Jeſus; in 
whoſe words we prefent the earneſt 
deſires of our hearts, for our ſelves, 


and all our Brethren ; ſaying, 


Our Father, &c. 


24 = OS —O—C—©DT— — 


A ſhort Prayer for the Evening, when 


there is not time for the longer. 


God; we thy creatures, who 
| have taſted liberally of thy 
bounty many ways, and been bleſſed 


1n our ſeveral employments, and mer- 


cifully preſerved from ſeveral dan- 
gers this day, are here met to joyn to- 
gether, in molt hearty thankſgivings 
to thy Divine Majeſty 3 which with 
one accord we offer up unto thee. It 


15 the greateſt happineſs of all, we ac- 
know- 
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knowledge,that we have any fenſe of 
thee in our minds;z any love to thee 
in our hearts z any remembrance of 
thy benefits; any holy diſpoſitions to 
obey thee 3 and any hopes that thou 
wilt pardon our fins, and make us 
partakers of eternal life. 

_ All that we defire of thee, O Lord, 
15 the continuance & encreale of this 
:appineſs: that we may be poſſeſſed 
with a ſtronger ſenſe of thy Majeſty, 
thy Sovereign Power, thy unſearch- 
able Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Truth ; 
and be filled with a more ardent love 
to thee,and to all righteouſneſs; and 
delight todo thy Willin every thing, 
and rejoyce in hope of thy immortal 
Glory. As for all the things of this 
lite in a grateful remembrance of thy 
many palt mercies, we entirely truſt 
thee for the time to come - referring 
our ſelves to thy Wiſdom : and re- 
{oiving to be content with that porti- 
on, which thy good providence is 
pleaſed to aſſign us. Help us but to 
be (tedfaſt and unmoveable in the 

H 2 work 
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-work of our Lord, to bring forth all 
the fruits of the + pirit, /ove, joy, peace, 
long-ſuffering , gentleneſs, goodneſs , 
faith, meekneſs and temperance 5 and 
we ſhall think our ſelves rich enough, 
and well provided for 1n every ſtate 
and condition of life. 

In theſe holy thoughts and defires 
we commend our ſelves to thy gract- 
ous protection this night z hoping 
to find them freſh and lively in our 
ſouls, when we awake in the Morn- 
ing : and deſiring with all the happt- 
neſs of the reſt of the world, that 
they may know thee, and acknow- 
ledge thee, and be guided unto, and 
walk in the way that leads to ever- 
laſting life, through Chriſt Jeſus our 
bleſſed Redeemer. In whoſe power- 
ful name, and comprehenſive words, 
we continue to pray as he hath taught 


us; ſaying, 


Our Father, &c. 


Another 
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Another for the Evening, 


N an humble and thankful ſenſe, © 

Lord of heaven and earth, of our 

entire dependence on thee, and of 

the duty we owe thee, and the many 

promiſes and vows wherein we ſtand 

engaged to thee, we fall down before 

thee, this Evening, and with all re- 

verence, worſhip thy divine Majeſty : 

Giving thee the glory that is due un- 

to-thy Name,and-acknowledging thy 
multiplied mercies to us, particular-- 
ly thoſe of this day ;. to the concluſion 
| - of which thou haſtnow ſafely brought 


us with new reſolutions 1n our hearts 


, to continue for ever in thy faith, and 
- fear, and love, and obedience. 

b It is but juſt and reaſonable, ang- 
E- we feel likewiſe, by dayly experience, 


| that 1t 1s our happineſs, to keep thy 
Commandments 3 and to maintain- 
| chearful thoughts of thee, & an hear- 
ty friendſhip with thee, by comply- 

wg 1n all things with thy Holy Will. 
= H 3 Q 
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O paraon our folly, moſt graciozs 
God, in forſaking at any time that 
perfect Rule, to follow our own un- 
ruly deiires. Pardon us we beleech 
thee, for we know not how to par- 
don our {elves ſuch 1ngratitude to 
thee,and cruelty to ourſelves. It 15the 
grief of our hearts, that we have 1n 
theleaſt offended thee ; and our moſt 
earneſt, unicigned deiire to be pre- 
ſerved hereafter in an exact confor- 
mity to our Rule in every thing. Yea, 
We would delight to do thy. will, O 
God, and take fuch a pleaſure 1a all 
the acts of righteouſneſs, mercy, 
mecknels, and gentlencls to our 
Neo 3 and 11 prailing and ac- 

knowledging thee the God of all 
vracez and in living in an humbile 
lenle of thy bounty and our own un- 
deſervings, and 1n a temperate and 
thankful ute of all thy bleſſings ; that 
we may have the continual feaſt of a 
good conſcience, and the conitant 
comfort and ſatisfattion of having thee 
always for our friend, and our graci- 
aus Father in Chriſt Jeſus, O 
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O thou who art the Inſpirer of 
ſuch holy counte]s, detires and pur- 
poſes, keep them for ever 1n our 
hearts. Encourage, ſtrengthen and 
increaſe them : that after the re- 
freſhment of a quiet ilcep this night, 
we may feel them lively and power- 
tul in the Morning : and with renew- 
ed joy we may ſtill devote our ſelves 
to thy faithful ſervice. O that our 
iriends, and all thy people in every 


Place, may partake of the ſame mer- 


cies we delire for our ſelves: and how- 
ſoever we are ſevered one from ano- 
ther in this world, grant us an happy 
meeting at the day of our Lord, in 
whoſe words we pray thee to hear us. 


Our Father, &c. 


H 4. PRAY- 


mm C_—_—————— —— 
en nr 


_ — __ — —_—_ —_———— 
on ——— —w—_— We ee 


153 


PRAYERS 
F O RR: 


PARTICULAR 
Perſons. 


PRAY EM 2 
For Patticular | 


PERS ONS 


— 


—_ — 


A Prayer for the Morning to be ſaid by 
any Perſon atone. 


() Moſt holy, bleſſed and glort- 
ous Majxſty of Heaven and 
Earth, Who art before al! 
things,becauſe they ail received their 
being from thee ; and who art of thy: 
ſelf, infinite in all perfe&ions, Before 
thee, who art ſo great and incompre- 
nenſible, I moſt humbly proſtrate my 
{elf this Morning 3 rejoycing in this 
happy liberty which thou vouchſafeſt 
me, of retiring my thoughts a little 
from this world,to look up unto thee, . 
the Father of my being. 

I adoreand praiſe thy eternal Pow- 
er, Wiſdom and Goodneſs... I hear- 


tily acknowledge the duty which [ 
_owe- 
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I owe thee, both as I am thy crea- 
ture, and as I am a Chriſtian. I be- 
wall all my negle&s of it, my back- 
wardneſs unto it, or coldnels in it. | 
intreat thy gracious pardon, and en- 
gage my ſelf, for the time to come, 
more heartily and firmly to thy obe- 
dience : beſeeching the grace of thy 
holy Spirit to enable me to perform 
all: thoſe engagements which are up- 
on me. And bleiled be thy Fatherly 
goodneſs, which hath ſo often pre- 
vented' me with that grace. I owe to 
it all the good thoughts and inclina- 
tions that are in my heart; all thoſe 
motions that I feel in my ſoul: to- 
wards thee, as my chiefeſt good 3 with 
all the eftc&s and-fruits of them in 
my life and: ations: - which encou- 
rage me to hope in thee for the con- 
ſtant help of it, to further-me in well 
doing untothe end. 

O. thou who haſt ſent thy Son. 
from Heaven to dwell among us, 
who: haſt not ſpared his Life, but 
given him up for us all, who haſt 

| raiſed. 
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raiſed him from the dead, and made 
him heir of all things, who haſt g1- 
ven him all power in Heaven and 
Earth, that he may bleſs us and do. 
us good; deny not the deſires of a 
ſoul, that offers up it felf entirely: 
in ſincere affection to thy ſervice. 
But afliſt me ſo mightily from above, 
that I may make thee my conſtant 
acknowledgments likewiſe, for the 
ſenſible fruits of his Lite, Death, Re- 
ſurre&ion, and Exaltation produced 
in my heart : growing more and more 
in all Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Puri- 
ty, Humility, Goodneſs, and every: 
other Divine Virtue. For which 
end preſerve me always in ſuch a ſe- 
rious temper of mind, that the ſenſe 
of my duty. to thee, may make me 
always ready and: forward to tt; 
and the ſcnfe of my weakneſs, may 
make me watchful and diligent ; and 
the ſenſe of my former neghgence, ex-= 
cite me tobe fervent in ſpirit 3 and the 
goodneſs of thy commands may.ren- 
der me more fruitful and- abundant. 


In; 
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in the work of our Lord; and the 
reat danger I have eſcaped, and the 
bleſſedneſs before me, may provoke 
me to perſevere moſt patiently in all 
well doing, with joy and thankful- 
neſs. So that I may be like to Chriſt 
Teſus my gracious Lord and Maſter, 
and do him honour here in this 
world, and walk worthy of the great 
priviledges he hath beſtowed on me, 
and make grateful returns for all the 
vaſt receipts I have had from thy 
molt bounteous mercy. O that all my 
acknowledgments, and pious affte&i- 
ons may be turned into actions of ho. 
lineſs and piety; and all my aftions 
may be ſpirited with zeal; and all my 
zeal be regulated with prudence ; and 
my prudence be void of all guile, and 
joyned with perfect integrity of 
heart: that adorning my moſt holy 
faith and profeſſion by a religious, 
uptight, charitable and diſcreet con- 
verſation whilſt 1 am here, I may re- 
ccive approbation and praiſe, at.the 


day of the Lord Jeſas; and be num- 
bred 
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bred among thy Saints in glory ever” 
laſting. 

This, O Lord, 1s the ſum of all my 
defires. Diſpoſe me, by every thing 
that befals me, for eternal life, and 
it ſafficeth. I wholly leave my con- 
cerns in this life to the wiſdom of thy 
goodneſs; that thou mayeſt order 
what thou judgeſtto befitteſt for me. 
I truſt thee with my (elf, and all 1 
have : hoping thou wilt preſerve me 
from all things hnrtful, and lead me 
to all things profitable for my ſalva- 


. ftlon. 


The like I wiſh to all the world ; 
that unbelievers may be tranſlated 
out of the kingdom of darknels, into 
the Kingdom of thy dear Son 3 and 
they who are called by the name of 
Chriſt, may depart from all inquuity, 
inſpire all Kings and Princes of the 
Earth, eſpecially our Sovereign, with 
great wiſdom and charity; and make 
them like to thee, the Lord of all: 
who art good unto all, and pleaſed 
in mercy. Endue all our Paitors and 
Guides 
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Guides with true knowledge, piety 
and zeal ; and-give me, and all Chri- 
ſtian people grace to receive their in- 
{truftions with a meek, humble and- 
obedient heart. | 

Thou knoweſt the ſorrows, trou-- 
bles and perplexities of all afflited 
perſons; for whom I implore thy 
compaſſionate reltef. Support them. 
witha lively faith and hope in thy: 
precious promiſes; diſpoſe them there-- 
by to a more ſtrict obſervance of thy 
holy commands 3. and. convert: their- 
preſent ſufferings into endleſs joys, 
when they have brought forth the 
peaceable fruit of righteouſneſs. And 
whilſt. thou art pleaſed to continue to, 
me that.caſe, plenty and-proſperity: 
which I enjoy 3 fill me with ſuch a. 
ſenſe of thy undeſerved goodneſs, that. 
I may. be the more ready to do.good. 
to thoſe, who are in miſery 3.. and by. 
a ſober and moderate uſe of thy bleſ- 
ſings, be prepared to indure patient-. 
Ly whatſoever change, thou ſhalr be 
pleaſed to order for me, into a worſe 
condition, Preſerve. 
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Preſerve me all this day in inno- 
cence, and in love to thee, and to all 
men. And fince in all : 
my ways I acknowledge pq" 7". 
thee 3 do thou direct my 
paths, and teach me to guide my af- 


fairs with diſcretion. Thou art my 


hope and my confidence 5 my fatis- 
faction and my peace; my glory and 
my joy 3 therefore never leave me 
nor forſake me, but conduct me fafte- 
ly by thy counſel through all the bu- 
lincfles and enjoyments, through all 
the temptations and troubles of this 
life, to that bleſſed place where our 
Lord Jeſus liveth and reigneth with 
thee, 1n the unity of the ſame ſpirit, 
world without end. Amer, = 


Oar Father, &c. 
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A Prayer for the Eveninc. 


Lord,the Creator of the world, 

and the Redeemer of mankind. 
Who knowelt all things, and canſt do 
what thou pleaſeſt ; and wilt do that 
which 1s beſt for thy children; and 
haſt done us a world of good already ; 
and promiſed to do more for us, it 
we be obedient, than we can ask or 
think; and haſt given us the greateſt 
aflurance of the truth of thoſe pro- 
miſes by thy Son Jeſus; who died 
for us, and whom thou faſt raiſed 
from the dead, and given him the 
promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, which he 
hath poured forth abundantly,to ſhed 
abroad thy love in our hearts, I fall 
down before thee in the lowlieſt 
manner, to expreſs my fear and reve- 
rence of thy Almighty Power 3 my 
admiration of and ſubmiſſion to thy 
unſearchable wiſdom 5 my hearty 
love, and thankful acknowledgment 


of thy wondrous goodneſs; my truſt 
ang 
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and confidence in thy faithful Promt- 
ſesz with my readineſs, and fincere 
purpoſes to perform all obedience to 
thy holy Commands. 

There is nothing, O Lotd, ſo af- 
fictive to me, as the remembrance 
that I have any time offended thy So- 
vereign Authority. I am heartily 
ſorry for the breaking of any of thy 
ſacred, righteous and good Laws. I 
abhor the thoughts of doing ſo again. 
And proteſt eternal enmity to all that 
is contrary to thy bleſſed Will : ad- 
dicting my ſelf with moſt hearty affe- 
ion to thy true and faithful ſervice. 
Pardon me therefore moſt gracious 
and merciiul Father, and accept theſe 
holy reſolutions which thou haſt in- 
ſpired me withal. Strengthen, I be- 
ſeech thee,and further them with thy 
continued grace, that no ſudden de- 
fires, vehement inclinations, ineffe- 
cual purpoles, no nor partial perfor- 
mances, may deceive and lead me 
into a falſe opinion of my {«#]f: but I 
:1ay bring forth actually, and with a 

conſtant 
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conſtant ſpirit, all the fruits of righ- 
teouſneſs, which are by Chriſt Jeſus 
to the praiſe and glory of thee, my 
God. Poſlcſs me with ſuch a deep 
and ftrong ſenſe of thy Supreme Au- 
thority over all, of the obligations I 
have to thee, and the great kindneſs 
thou haſt done me 1n engaging me to 
be thy ſervant;z that Religion may 
be the very buſineſs of my life, and 
my greateſt pleaſure may be to pleaſe 
thee in every thing, and my higheſt: 
deſign to attain that bleſſed immor- 
tality, which Chriſt Jeſus hath pro- 
miſed. 
O lift up my affections more and: 
more to thoſe things above, where 
he is: That Heaven may have my 
heart, whilſt this world hath my bo- 
dy 3 and I may have perfe&: content- 
ment of mind in well-doing and pati- 
ent fufferingz and the good hope E 
have of being eternally beloved of 
thee, the Lord of heaven and earth, 
may make me rejoyce evermore. Free 
me from all. inordinate cares for the 
things 
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things of this life 3 from all diſtruſt of 
thy good providence 3 from all rept- 
ning at any thing that befa]ls me : 
and enable me in every thing to give 
thanks; believing that all things are 
ordered by the greateſt reaſon, and 
ſhall work together for good to thoſe 
that love thee. | 
I doubt not of thy Fatherly affe@i- 
on to thoſe that ſtudy, 1n all finceri- 
ty, to approve themſelvs unto Thee : 
and therefore ſtill reſolve to leave my 
ſelf entirely to thy wiſe Counſels, that 
thou maiſt diſpoſe me into ſuch a con- 
dition as thou ſeeſt beſt for me in this 
world. Remember me but of my 
duty; quicken and excite me to it ; 
ſtrengthen me in the doing of it 3 ſup- 
port me under all diſcouragements 5 
adviſe me in all difficult caſes; and 
comfort me with a ſtedfaſt belief of 
thy Holy Word ; and I ſhall ever 
be giving thanks and praiſe unto 
thee, who dealeſt ſo bountifully with 
Mme. 
Into thy hands I commend this 
night 
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night, both ſoul and body, which 
have been mercifully preſerved in 
ſafety all this day. I repoſe my (elf 
in the belief of thy watchful provi- 
dence 3 and that thou giveſt thy An- 
gels charge of us, and art about our 
beds, and about our paths, and ſpieſt 
out all our thoughts. O continue 
thefe holy thoughts and deiires in me 
till I fall aſleep'; that thou maiſt have 
a ſoul full of love to thee in thy cuſto- 
dy; and I may receive the light of 


the Morning, if thou prolongeſt my 


life, with new joy 1n thee, and thank- 
ful afteCtion to thee. 

I moſt heartily deſire ikewiſe, O 
merciful God, the good of the whole 
World. Pity the follies of mankind - 
deliver them from their fins,and from 
their miſeries. Hear the groans of 
every part of the Creature, that 1s 
yet ſubje& tothe bondage of corrup- 
tion, and bring them all.1nto the glo- 
rious liberty of thy children. Hear 
the daily prayers of the Catholick 
Church. Free her from all foul and 
dividing 
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dividing errors: Let the truth, as 
itis in Jeſus, prevail, and peace be 
in all her borders. O that all Chri- 
{tian Kings and Governours, may fol- 
low after peace and enſue 1t. !-iake 
thy Miaiſters the | :efleugers of 
peace : ard dtfpute rhe hearts of all 
Chriſtians to keep the Uaity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. 

Enlighten the minds of all Jews, 
Turks and Infidels with- the know- 
ledge of thy Truth. Give repentance 
unto ſinners, and increaſe of grace 
and ſtrength to all thy faithful ſer- 
vants. Reduce thoſe that wander out 
of the way : raiſe up thoſe who are 
fallen: confirm and ſettle thoſe that 
ſtand 3 and grant them a (tedfaſt re- 
ſolution to perſevere in faith, love 
and obedience. Relieve and comfort 
all thoſe that are in any diſtreſs. Make 
the earth to bring forth her increaſe 
1n due feaſon. And let all honeſtand 
induſtrious people be ſucceeded and 
bleſſed in their labours. 


Remember all thoſe to whom I am 
indebted 
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indebted for my birth, education, 1n- 
{truction or promotion : Thou who 
art rich in mercy, reward and recom- 
pence their care and love. Grant for- 
giveneſs and charity to all my ene- 
mies. Continue good will among all 
my kind Neighbours. Support the 
Sick in faith and patience. Afliſt 
thoſe who are dying and leaving this 
World. Fit them for a better place ; 
receive the Souls which thou haſt re- 
deemed with thy Sons moſt preoious 
bloud, and ſanctified by the Holy 
Ghoſt; and give us all a glorious re- 
ſurrection and eternal life. Amzew, 
Amen. 


Our Father which art in heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy Name : Thy Kingdom come; 
Thy will be done in earth, as it 3s in hea- 
ven - Give #8 this day our dayly bread - 
And forgive ws our treſþaſſes, 4s we for- 
give them that treſpaſs againſt us : And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
4 ſrom evil, &c. 


PRAY- 
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A ſhorter Prayer to be uſed by any one 
alone in the Morning. 


Adore thee, O Lord, the Poſleſlor 

of Heaven and Earth : who fur- 
paſſeſt all our thoughts, and dolt us 
good beyond all our deſires. There 
is all reaſon that I ſhould acknow- 
ledge thee continually ; that I ſhould 
worſhip , and praiſe, and love, and 
obey thee, whilſt I have my being. 
I cannot but witneſs againſt my ſelf, 
whenſoever I neglect thee 3 much 
more when I oppoſe thy moſt high 
Authority , by doing contrary to thy 
Laws. For thy Almighty goodneſs 
gave me my being 3 and by that alone 
have I been maintained and liberally 
_ provided for:yea,it hath born with me 
very patiently in my rebellion, and 
uſed extraordinary means to make us 
friends, and ceaſes not its entreaties 
after many unkind denials3 but con- 
tinues to 1mportune me, till my heart 


conſent to yield it ſelfentirely to thee. 
[ 


£70 PRAYERS 


I cannot with-hold my ſelf, O Lord, 
from thee, when I conſider what thou 
art, and what thou haſt been to me : 
ſach a tender, gracious and compat- 
ſionate Father, as my greateſt affe&t- 
ons cannot find words to exprefs. I 
muſt again ſurrender foul and body 
into thy hands, which have been fo 
long, ſo lovingly ſtretched out to- 
wards me : refolving to ſtay with 
thee, and never to depart away from 
thee. 

For the more I know of thee , the 
more I: find that I muſt needs love 
thee : and the more l love thee, the 
more 1 deſire to love thee, and to re- 
ſemble thee:, ard to be beloved of 
thee. O that I may feel the power 
| of thy love ſo great in my heart, that 
it may govern the reſt of my paſtions 
and affections: and nothing in the 
World may tempt me to diſpleafe 
thee, but every thing 'provoke me 
more to love thee., and delight -in 
thee, and obey thee. For whom is 


there in heaven that I can deſire but 
thee, 
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thee, or on earth beſides thee ? who art 
the bleſſed and only Potentate, the Xing 
of kings , and the Lord of lords 5 who 
only haſt immortality : and deligneſt 
by thy Son Jeſus to raiſe us ſinful duſt 
and aſhes, to a kingdom, glory,honour 
and immortality inthe heavens. 

I moſt earnefily 'befeech thee that 
this ſenſe of thee may accompany me 
whereſoever I go, and in whatſoever 
] do this day. That approving my 
ſelf 'to thee 1n ſuch a :godly , ſober, 
righteous, charitable and -prudent- be- 
haviour, .as may adorn the-Goſpel:of 
my Lord and Maſter Chriſt Jeſus; 'I 
'may have a preater aſſurance of thy 
good will towards me, and an un- 
doubted hope of thy mercy in'him to 
eternal life. In whoſe moſt: blefled 
nameand wordsI humbly recommend 
-my felf , my friends, and all thy ſer- 
vants to thy infinite charity ; ſaying 
© .as he hath taught us. 


Our Father, &c. 


I 2 Another 


172. PRATERS 
Another for the Evening. 


F7 Leſling , Glory , Honour , and 
B Praiſe be again returned to thee, 
Oo Father of merey , from a moſt 
thankful heart 3 which offers up it ſelf 
alſo in holy devotionto thee. Who art 
-my Soveraign Lord, my moſt loving 
Saviour, my Delivererand Benefactor ; 
the Fountain of all the good things I 
enjoy at preſent, and the hope of my 
foul for ever and ever. Bleed be 
thy renewed kindneſs to me this day 
paſt ; both to my ſelf and my relati- 
ons, to my ſoul and my body, in my 
tranſactions with men , and 1n the 11- 
berty thou alloweſt me of addreſſes to 
thy ſelf. Pardon, good Lord, what- 
ſoever hath eſcaped me in thought, 
word, or deed, contrary to my duty : 
And accept of thoſe ſincere intentions, 
and unfeigned purpoſes, which were, 
and I hope ſhall always be, in my 
heart to ſtudy to approve my {elf to 
thee in all well doing. 

It 
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It is but juſt and reaſonable that T 
ſhould follow thy will , and not my 
own: and 1n a grateful ſenſe of what 
I have recetved from thee, I ought to 
be moved to-employ all the powers 
of my ſoul and body for thee. But 
| ſuchisthe goodneſs of thy will, that 
It-is for my eaſe and pleaſure, and. 
greateſt happineſs, to be abſolutely 
led and governed by it. I am ſen-- 
ſible, O Lord, how much I am in- 
debted to thee for teaching me by 
Chriſt Jeſus, and alfo ſtrongly oblt-- 
ging me, to exerciſe my ſelf to all god-- 
lineſs, purity, righteouſneſs, humllity,. 
goodneſs and truth. And accordingly 
| thank thee, above all things, for his: 
holy inſtructions and example 3 for: 
the hope thou haſt given us by his: 
bloud that thou wilt be ſo merct-: 
ful to our ſins, as not to deny us - 
the power of thy holy Spirit to en- 
able us to follow him, and obey his 
commands z and for that exceeding 
great and precious promiſe which he 
hath.given us of immortal life, to en-- 

I 3 courage 


——— Ae” a 
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courage us to follow him willingly 
and chearfnlly, even to the death. 

O that | may feel a lively and ſted- 
faſt faith in. his Word , continually 
working with great power in my 
heart 5 excitfng me to an unwearied 
diligence, and zeal, and love, and pa- 
tient continuance 1n my duty towards 
thee, and towards all men: That fo 
my hope 1n thee may grow and 1n- 
creaſe, and I may joyfully expect that 
hour which ſhall tranflate me hence 
to the eternal happineſs of the other 
worid. And during my ſtay here, I 
commend my ſelf to thy good provi- 
dence, which hath hitherto been ſo 
tender of me. I truſt thee wholly 
with my felf, and all belonging to 
me : and am willing in every thing 
to be diſpoſed of, as thou ſeeſt good. 
This night I flee unto thy Almighty 
protection ; hoping thou wilt keep 
me ſafely, and whether I awake 1a this 
or the other life , [ (hall (ti be prai- 
fing thee 3 whoſe mercy endureth for 
ever, Amen ; for Chriſt Jeſus his m—_ ; 

Y 
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by whom thou haſt encouraged me 
to hope in thee, and taught me to 
call thee Father; ſaying, 


Our Father which art in heaven, þal- 
lowed be thy Name: [hy Kingdom come; 
Thy will be done in carth, as it 78 in hea- 
ver + Clive us this day our dayly bread : 
And forgive us our treſpjſcs, as we for- 
give them that treſpaſs againſt us : ind 
lead ws not into tempiation, out deliver 
us from evil, &c. 


F 4 That 


Hat tine which is wont to be ſpent 
in the Church, in talking or look- 


ing about, before Divine Service begin ; 


may be better imployed in private Prayer, 
!'o diſpoſe as to joyn with greater ſeriouſ- 
eſs in the Publick And indeed our 
buſineſs being there with God alone, and 
that place being ſeparated to his ſervice 
only ;, the cuſtom which now univerſally 
prevails, of entertaining diſcourſe one 
with another, is very undecent (to ſay 


20 worſe ) and ought to be reformed. 


Fe have other times and places enough 
to confer with onr Neighbours 5 and 
therefore hate no temptation to pervert 
the uſe of this : which is ſet apart for 


devout intercourſe with Gzod , and none 


elſe, by ſpeaking to him-in Prayer and 


Praiſes, and hearing him ſpeak to ws in 
his holy Word. It is fit to ſilence all 
other ſpeech 5 and therefore here follow 
ſoma helps for that purpoſe : which I 
hope all good Chriſtians will endeavour 
to uſe or imitate 5, and not deſpiſe this 
loving admonition. 

| PRI- 


I7Y. 


PRIVATE PRAYERS 
| IN THE 


CHURCH. 


A- ſhort Prayer before Divine Service. 


begins. 


Ehold, O Lord of Heaven and- 
Earth, a Soul proſtrate before 
thee ; defirous to be filled with ſuck- 
an awful ſenſe of thy- Divine Maje- - 
{ty , that no other thing may inter- 
poſe 1t ſelf, while I am 1n thy-pre- 
ſence. Fix my-4aconſtant.thoughts 
in a (tedfaſt. attention to. thy moſt 
Holy Word. Inſpire me with de- 
vout atfections, when..I fet forth ' 
thy praiſe, and render thanks for all 
thy benefits. And excite in me ſuch 
fervent- deſires for all thoſe things, 
which I ask of thee ; that I may: feel 
my (elf better: diſpoſed by -thele. .ad- 
drelſles to thee, to every Chriftian 
I's duty 


eee dre er de ee 


wo 
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duty the reſt of this day ; through 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord and Saviour. 
Amen. 


_—— 
- ASL 


Another. 


N an humble and thankful ſenſe of 
& thine infinite goodneſs, which 
nonoureth us ſo much as to ſpeak to 
us, and gives us leave to ſpeak to 
thee ; I bow down my fſ&lt before 
thee, O moſt thigh and holy Lord, 
the Creator of the World, deſiring 
my mind may be pollefled with ſuch- 
great thoughts of thee , whom the 
heaven of heavens cannot contain, 
and who openeſt thy hand and filleſt 
all th ngs with good, that I may moſt 
reverently worſhip thee 3 and affecti- 
onately acknowledge thy bounty ; 
and ſet my heart. open to receive thy 
holy World ; and my mouth may 
praiſe thee with joytul lips. Silence 
all other thoughts and dcfires in me, 
while 
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while I am here in thy preſence, And 
lift up my heart ſo towards heaven, 
that I may feel it united to that glo- 
rious company above 3 who perpe- 
tually praiſe thee, and rejoyce in thee, 
and do thy Commandments, hearken- 
10g to the voice of thy Word. Which 
I humbly beg in the Name of Chriſt 
Jeſus , which 1s ever dear unto.thee 3 
and by whom thou haſt. pramiſcd to 


hear us. Amen. | 


Or thoſe words of the Prophet David 
(which you read , Plal. 5.7. 17. I. 
118. 28. 119. 47, 48, &*c.) may be 


 a-bttle altered.in this manner < 


N the multitude of thy mercy I am 
| come into thy houſe : and in thy 
fear will I worſhip toward thy holy 
place. Attend unto my cry, O Lord, 
and give ear unto my prayer that go- 
eth not out of feign<d lips. Thou 
art my God, and 1 will praiſe thee 3 
thou art my God, and I will ezalt 

thee,. 
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thee. And I will delight my ſelf in 


_ thy Commandments which I have lo- 


ved. My hands alſo will I lift up to. 
thy Commandments which I have lo- 
ved : and I will meditate on thy ſta-- 
tutes, Let thy tender mercies come 
alſo unto me, O Lozrd 3, even thy Sal- 
vation according to thy Word. Look 
upon me, and be merciful unto me, as 
thou uſeſt to do: to thoſe that love 
thy Name. Order my ſteps in thy 
Word': and let not any iniquity have- 
dominion over me. Amer. 


IY —_ 
a 


A: longer Prayer in: the Church, when- 
there is time for it , before the begin-- 
ming of Divine Service. 


Caſt down my ſelf, O Lord, in 

an holy fear and humble adorati- 
on of thine incomprehenſible Maje- 
ſty , who filleſt heaven and- earth, 3 
but delighteſt to make thy ſelt more 
peculiarly. preſent ta thoſe that ac- 
know- 
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knowledge and praiſe thee, and are 
deſirous to be filled. with a conſtant 
ſenſe of thee, and entire love to thee. 
Bleſſed be thy infinite goodnelſs,. 
which hath encouraged ſuch wretch- 
es, as I am, by the declaration of. 
thy. good: will. to. us in _Chriſt-Jeſus, 
by. thy moſt. gracious invitations and 
precious promiſes , and by the long. 
experience | have had of thy kindneſs, 
to approach unto thee, O Lord moſt. 
High. 

I accept: moſt thankfully of this 
freedoms and liberty of acceſs with con- 
frdence by the faith of Jeſus 5 and am 
here to joyn with. the reſt of thy ſer- 
vants in extolling and magnifying 
thy eternal Power, Wiſdom: and 
Goodneſs 3. in giving thanks to thee 
for thy innumerable bleſſings 3 in 
hearing thy moſt holy Word; and- 
making our humble ſupplications, 
for the continuance of thy undeſer. ' 
ved grace . and. favour towards us, 
Compoſe mine and every one of our 
thoughts,. to the moſt ſilent admi- 

ration 
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ration of thee * Strike our Spirits with 
a reverend apprehenſion of the fur- 
palling greatneſs and glory of thy 
Majeſty : Raiſe our affections 50 the 
higheſt pirch of 10VE and gratitude tO 
thee : bow Our wills to the moſt chear- 


exceeding great and precious promiles. 
Vouchſale, moſt loving Father, the 
power of thy holy Spirit to atten 

upon me 5 tO Jraw my mind from all 
other things » and to g1Ve Me ſuch a 
lively taftE of the pleaſures of thy 


houſe , as MAY make me EVE! delight 


a perfeQt heart: That ſo my own heart 

not condemning I may 
x Joh-3 21-22: þave ore and more con- 
fidence towards thee » that whatſoever 
[ ach, 1 ſpall veceive of #64% 5 becauſe I 
keep thy Commandments » ind do thoſe 
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' thee cometh my ſalvation. DAYS 
Hear my cry, O God, and © 7 
attend unto my prayer, for 

the honour of our Lord Jeſus, and 
the love thou beareſt to. him 3; who 
hath bid us-ask, and we ſhall receive; 
ſeek, and we ſhall find 3. knock, and 
it ſhall be opened unto us. Let it 
be to thy ſervant, I moſt ardently 
beſeech thee, according to his Word. 
Amen. 


=o eunw__d 


Another more large. 


Lord of heaven and earth, who 

art infinite and incomprehen- 

ſible in thy being, eternal in thy dura- 
tion, and unchangeable 1n thy Na- 
ture : who canſt do what thou wilt 
and delighteſt in doing us good. By 
thy Power I and all creatures were 
made 3 by thy Wiſdom we are go- 
vern'd 3 by thy Goodneſs and Boun- 
ty we are provided for 3 under thy 
SOVE- 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


ſ We. Ge RE Ch 6 I. te An 
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Soveraign Dominion we live 3 and: 
unto thy Majeſty we owe all reve- 
rence, ſervice and faithful obedience. 
I adore and humbly worſhip thee. I- 
acknowledge my ſelf bound by innu-- 
merable- ties to- fear thee:,. to love 
thee, to praiſe thee, and to ſerve 
thee with all my heart, . and ſoul, and 


ſtrength. Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs 


that I have any hope thou wilt ac-- 
cept of ſuch a worthleſs thing as my 
love. Blefſed be thy Goodneſs. I 
admire at the riches of thy Grace; 
that thou doſt-not reject: all the ſer- 
vice that I-can tender thee. Nay, it 
1s to-be aſcribed to-thee alone, that 
I am alive to worſhip thee, and have 
the doors of thy houſe ſtand open to 
me ; and .that I have any heart to 
enter into it, to offer up ſpiritual Sa- 


_ crifices by Chriſt Jeſas. 


O God, I offer thee here my whole 
ſelf , which 1s all- due to thee, be- 
cauſe I received it all from thee : be- 
ſeeching thee moſt earneſtly to. make 


me feel that I am not mine. own any. 
longer... 
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longer, but thine 3 by taking off my 
thoughts and affections from all other 
things at this preſent, and filling me 
with ſuch a reverend apprehenſion of 
thee, ſuch hearty devotion to thee, 
and- heavenly joy in thee 3; that I 
may every day offer up my ſelf to 
thee more holy and more pure, more 
meek and merciful, more humble and 
thankful, more chearfully diſpoſed 
to every good work, and better pre- 
pared to bear a part in the praiſes 
and ſervices of the glorious company 
above. 

Thou knoweſt the weakneſs of 
our nature, how ſoon our thoughts 
are tired and apt to ſtart afide when 
we dire& them towards Heaven : 
Vouchſafe me therefore the aſſiſtance 
of thy Holy Spirit to compoſe my 
mind to the moſt ferious., the moſt 
earneſt, the moſt devout and chear- 
ful attention, in all the parts of thy 
Divine Service. That I may have 
the livelieſt ſenſe of thy glorious 
perfections when I praiſe thee 3 and 

the 
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the moſt aclightful remembrance of 
thy Mercies, when I give thEE thanks 5 
and the molt thirſty defires tO be con- 
formed to NY Will, and tO feel more 


fore theE- 


me continually tO out-groW this 
weaknels, and to preſent thee with an 
heart More quiet, calm and fit tore 
-cive thee 5 more perfect and entire 
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name it is that I am bold to approach 
into thy preſence: believing the Pow- 
er and Authority thou haſt given him 
over all, to bleſs us, and to do for 
us exceeding abundantly above all 


that we ask or think. By him be glo- 


ry unto th:e, O Father Almighty, in 
the Church, throughout all ages, world 
without end. Aer. 


PEE WON I —_ _ "WV 
"- m_—_—— 


At the concluſion of Divine Service af- 
ter theſe words, The Grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, exc. 


Say, Amen, with the heartieſt and 


moſt earneſt affetFion. And add 
ſome ſuch words as theſe. 


Leſled be thy name, O God, for 

the good hope which thy 1nfi- 

nite charuty hath given us; by thy 
great grace 1n Chriſt Jeſus, and the 
plentiful communication of the Holy 
Ghoſt. O let thy mercy be upon me 
accord- 


Spirit working in Me Þ 
day and EVET: 


Or after The p<2ct © 

ſerh all underſtandiDe) oc. you may 

ſay 45 the Apoſtle S- Paul, 2 Thell. 
3: 16.) and: the Pſalmiſt. 115+ 15» 


E3y 18. 


ome peace always » 9 ; 

The Lord be with us all. The Lord hatb 
been mindful of #5, be will bleſs #- He 
will bleſs bens that fear both ſmall 
1d we will bleſs the Lord. 


and great A wi 
om this 111 forth, and for evermore 
Amen. 


yo 
Py 
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A ſhort Prayer for the Lord Day, or 
any other, to be uſed at home before 


Morning Service. 


Lord, the Almighty Creator 
of the World, and the merci- 
fal Saviour of Mankind 3 who art 
above all our thoughts, and excelleſt 
the praiſes of the higheſt Angels. Thox 
art greatly to be feared in the aſſembly 
of thy Saints, and to be had in reve- 
rence of all theſe, that are about thee. 
I moſt humbly defire leave to joyn 
my ſelf with all thoſe holy ones, to 
worſhip thy moſt glorious Majeſty, 
to expreſs the due ſenſe I have of all 
thy benefits (by paying thee my moſt 
thankful acknowledgments for them) 
to make thee the beſt oblation I am 
able, and devote my ſelf entirely to 
| thy obedience. 
Since thou haſt graciouſly inclined 
me to go into thy houſe, and there to 
ſet forth thy praiſe, to declare thy 


loving kindneſs, to reſign my ſelf = 
y 


rar a” a" 


y intentions, and tO inſpire ME 
that 1 may chearfully 
m all theſe a&ts of devotion tO 


(trengtihen MY ,good xeſolu- 
.--and tO (aſt me 1 all well do- 
Fill me with 2 great love OO 
and to Wy blefied SaVIOuT 5 
holy Word , and tO all holy 
;3.'0O Chriltian people: Ever} 
:-and tO all mankmd. Perfect 
wiſdom , Hohnel(s, and 
Goodne(s. 
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Goodneſs. By all thy inſtructions, 
by all thy mercies, by. al! thy cha- 
{tiſements , and by all my prayers, 
praifes and thankſpiviug: to thee, the 
Father of mercies ; mak« me ſuch as 
thou canſt love, 21d delight in, and 
reward at the great day of the Lord 
Jeſus. Amen. 


A ſhort Prayer at home, after we are 
come from Church 5, before Dinner. 


Adore thee again, O Lord of Life 
[ and Glory ; I acknowledge -my 
dependence on Thee. I thank thee 
for thy mercies, which thou never 
ceaſeft to heap upon me. Accept, I 
beſeech thee, of that dedication I 
have made of ſoul and body, with 
praiſes and thankſgivings, unto thee 
in the publick Congregation. Be 
merciful to all my fins : and endue 


me with the grace of thy Holy Spirit, 


to enable me to-preſent my ſelf, when 


the 
they 

| my 
WOr- 
and 
it ad- 
ded 


3 


A Private Prayer, &Cc. 


ded the good things of this world, 
to thoſe of the other 5 according to 
thy abundant love in Chriſt Jeſus 
Amen. 


93 


A Prayer in private before the Even- 
ing Service. 


God who art rich in mercy to all 
#hat call upon thee, and haſt bid 

us pray without ceaſirig, | q 7 
and rejoyce evermore. In 
obedience to thy command, and en- 
couraged by the goodneſs of thy Na- 
ture, thy gracious invitations , thy 
molt precious promiſes, and the long 
experience that I and others have had 
of thy bounty , 1 am bold again to 
approach into thy preſence ; to re- 
new my requelts unto thee, to bleſs 
thy holy Name, to make profeſſion 
of my love to, thee, and readineſs in 
all things to obey thee. Quicken my 
thoughts and affections, O Lord, to 
K a 
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a free and joyful attendance on thee 
1n all holy duties : that no dulneſs 
nor weatinelſs may feize upon my {pi- 
Tit 3 but ſuch a fervent love to thee 
may polleſs my heart, as may render 
all the employments of Religion my 


delight, and the doing thy Will 


both now and alway' my greatelt 
leaſure. . 

And paſs by , I molt humbly be- 
ſeech thee, alt my unwilling indiſpo- 
fitions. Accept of fuch ſervice as I 
am able to render thee. And di(- 


poſe me by all my addrefles to thee, 
to be more circumſpedt and watch- 


ful, more diligent and induſtrious, 
more forward and zealous 1n the per- 
formance of every part of my duty. 
That being led by thy Counſel , go- 
verned by thy Spirit, and preſerved 
by thy gracious Providence, I may 
at laſt be admitted into the company 
of the bleſſed 3 there to perfect my 
praiſes and acknowledgments , and 
ro receive the reward of patient con- 


tinuance in well doing , through 
| Chriſt 


? 


—i——_ 
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Chriſt Jeſus. Whoſe grace be with my 


ſpirit. Amen. 


—_— 


Another after the Evening Service is 
Aone , as ſoon as there is opportumty 
: fo retire alone. 


FT Acknowledge thy manifold blet 
Þ| ſings, O Lord, which are renew- 
ed upon me every moment. I owe 
my life continually to thee, with all 
the comforts of 1t. It I had no more 
to thank thee for, but the mercies of 
this day, they are ſo many, ſo great, 
that I could never thank thee enough 
for them. Thon akeſt care of iy bo- 
dy, and of my !oul. Thou feedeſt 
me at thy houſe, and at my own. 
Thou letteſt me taſte the bread of 
Life which came down from Heaven, 
beiides the many ſupports and re- 
freſhments which thou attordeſt for 
this natural life. Several of tay crea- 
tures loſe their lives to preſerve mine, 
K 2 and 


*t tO Much tO lay down his precious 
Life for my ſak- Thou ſpeakelt tO 
me , and givelt me} leave to (peak '© 
thee. 169% inſtragelt ME in my 


hereafter- 
[ praiſe thee | thank theE 5 and 


will be EVET (peaking good of ihee- 

And it is a NEW eayour that 1.93) thus 

praiſe and bleſs tNEE » both in the al- 
e 


ic 

ſelf tO :mmortal \iſE and blils through 
Chriſt Jelus- 

O bleſled Jeſus that thy boly Laws 
may be more deeply engraven on my 
heart ! O that EVETY truth 1 haVe 


Hs hs 
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learnt this day, may be (o faithfully 
preferved and kept in mind; as to 
become the rule of my life, or the 
ground of my hope, and a powerful 
motive to univerſal and uniform obe- 
dience to the end of my days! © 
that the remainder of my days may 
be the better for this day : and the 
holy reſt we obſerve here on earth 
may be a beginning of the eternal 
reſt which we wait for at thy ſecond 
coming. Amen. Come Lord Jeſs. 


A Prayer upon any Feſtival in remem- 
brance of our bleſſed Lord and $a- 
viour to be added to the foregoing 


Devotions. 


'$ Moſt glorious God, the Father 

of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1he F- 
ther of lights, from whom 
cometh every good , and 
every perfect gift 5 with whom there 3s 
no variableneſs, nor ſhadow of changes. 


2 Thou 


a'MES I. 19. 


Tas 


x98 4A Prayer upon any Feſtival 
Thou always waſt, and EVET wilt be 


happy without Vs, Or any of the prar- 
ſes that WE OF 3D) other creatures arc 


Every Jay tells us NOW ood tho 
art , and eVET) ne of thy creature 
calls upon vs t® magnifie tNEC and 
ove thee » and ſerve MEE 5 who ha 

made ſo Many of them to {erve 5: 
Pat his day ves us occalion tO re” 


member thy Pore (pecial and extraot- 


molt exalted praiſes , tO be joyned 
with thole of ine Wefſed company 


[1 
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an Angel carne to give notice of ! and 
which a multitude of an heavenly 
hoſt celebrated with fongs of praile, 
when thou ſenteſt thy dear Son in the 
likeneſs of finful fleſh, and-in the form. 
of a ſervant, to miniſter to our neceſ- 
fities, to relieve our miſery, and to- 
be the way to everlaſting life! O the 
riches of thy grace, that after man- 
kind had forfeited all the rights of 
thy creatures, and had contemned and 
deſpitefully uſed many of thy metien- 
gers, thou wouldſ(t in much mercy 
create us again unto good works, and 
for that end appear thy ſelf moſt glo- 
riouſly among us, in the perſon of 
Jeſus Chriſt ! 

[ thank thee, O Lord, that thou ' 
haſt aſſumed our Nature unto ſuch a 
nearneſs to thee, as we are not able to - 
-underſtand. I thank thee for the glad 
tidings which Jeſus hath brought us 
from heaven, that thou wilt. be. re- 
conciled unto us, and admit us again 
mto thy favour : and that he hath 


fulfilled all righteouſneſs; and ſhown 


K-44: + us- 


» 
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us in our likeneſs what thou art, and 
what thou wouldeſt have us to be. I 


- 4.-thank thee for the redemption which 


he hath wrought for us by his bloud. 


£./4And I rejoyce in the victory which 


he hath got over Hell and the Grave 
by his Reſurrefion from the dead 3 
and in his glorious Triumph, when he 


| | /A/c. aſcended up on high, and led capti- 


vity captive; and in his royal Power 
wherewith he was inveſted when he 
fate down on the right hand of the 
Majeſty on high ; and in thoſe. gifts 
which he received for men, even for 
the rebellious alſo, that the Lord God 
might dwell among them. 

Bleſſed be thy eternal goodnels, . 
which hath made him a moſt merciful 
and compaſſionate High Prieſt 3 and 
given us ſo great aſlurance that he 1s 
become the Author of eternal (alvati- 


' on unto all them that obey him. 


Bleſſed be thy goodneſs, which 
hath ſent the Holy Ghoſt 3 and con- 
tinued to us a ſucceſſion of Paſtors 


and Teachers, to be the Guides of our 
| Couls, 
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Souls, and to miniſter to us thoſe 
pledges of thy love, which our Savt- 
our hath left us, in the Communion 
of his Body and Bloud. 

O God, that my heart could aſcend 
up to heaven 1n theſe devout medita- 
tions, and 1n ardent love to thee, 
who haſt loved us 1n ſuch a marvel- 
lous manner! O that it might never 
come down again to this world, but 
with deſires left in it aſpiring towards 
heaven! Touch my ſoul ſo power- 
fully with a fenſe of theſe things, that 
with an hearty and zealous affection 
it may ever look towards thee, and 
towards my dear Lord and Saviour 
Chriſt Jeſus. O f1x mine eyes on him, 
as he was here on carth, that | may 
learn of him. his humble and meek 
obedicnce to thy commands: and as 
he 15 now 1n heaven, that I may truſt 
him for the pzrformance of his preci- 
ous promiſes, and patiently wait till 
he carry me to that glorious place 
where he is enthroned. 


Since he appeared among us to de- 
K 5 {troy 


2 AP any Feſtival : 
{troy the works of the Devil » and 
Jied to redeem Fom all fn» and 


carning, every one of us from our-int 
QquitiEs » and is made Lord of all that 


reward an puniſh 1 according, i 


[1vine Truths revealed tO n the. 
| Goſpel , that | may Not glut My ſelf 
Wh any geinly enjoyments, it | 
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raiſe up my mind by them to better 
delights : that I may enjoy them with 
thankſgiving to thee, with bowels of 
mercy to thoſe who are in need, with 
a taſte of ſpiritual and heavenly joys, 
and with hunger and thirſt after the 
fulneſs and perfetion of thoſe joys, 
when our Lord Jeſus. ſhall come to 
ſhow us his glory, and entertain us 
with eternal ſatisfaction 1n his incofm- 
prehenſible love. Amer. 


ſelf REES —— 0 — 
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Moſt holy-and eternally bleſ- 

ſed ; the Ggd and Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chrift, by whom I am 
encouraged to come unto thee.. And 
how ſhall I come, O Lord, but in the 
loweſt proſtrations of my ſoul and 
body 3 with mine eyes full of tears, 
and my heart full of griefand ſorrow, 
becauſe I have been fo undutiful to 
thee, whoſe grace and mercy hath ſo 
exceedingly abounded towards us ! 
When I caſt mine eyes upon my Sa- 
viour, and upon my ſelf, with the reſt 
oi the children of men, I am aſto- 


niſhed 
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and remiſſion of fin ; and all this, fo 
freely , that we did not ſo much as 
defire it, nor did it enter into the 
heart of men to conceive, that. thou 
ſhould(ſt be fo gracious to them ? 

O bleſſed God, how rich 1s thy 
goodneſs, that iets us withal enjoy a 
great plenty of worldly good things; 
much of that eaſe and pleaſure which 
was denied our Saviour ? and yet we 
are ſinners, and he had no fin, neither. 
was guile found in his mouth : yea, 
we are ungrateful ſinners, fo far from 
being ſenſible as we ought of ſuch in- 
finite loving kindneſs; that we may 
juſtly fear left this goodneſs of thine 
which was deſigned to ſave us, ſhould. 
through our unthankfulnefs and: ne- 
gligence, prove the occaſion of our 
greater ruine. . | 

I moſt heartily bewail , O moſt 
merciful Father , my ſhameful forget- 
fuineſs of ſo great benefits, or my cold 
and dul! remembrance of them. I 
lament all the errors and miſcarriages 
of. my life, which are the more hel- 

| | nous,. 
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nous, I acknowledge after ſuch a plain 


_ declaration of thy diſpleaſure againſt 


ſin, and of thy marvellous love to us 
ſinners. I am afflicted for the hard- 
neſs and ſtupidity of my heart, which, 
alas ! is oft-times little pierced and 
wounded when 1 reflect upon his for- 
row and pain, and anguiſh for the 
fake of finners : and for the liſtleſneſs 
and backwardneſs of my will, to give 
up my ſelf abſolutely to him. who fo 
willingly gave himſelf an offering for 
our (ins. I bluſkr to remember how 
weak and ſhort my thoughts have 
been ; how tranſient and ineffectual 
my paſſion, when I have meditated on 
his bloudy death-and-ſuffterings : And 
am- confounded: when. I think how 
ſuddenly I have ſtarted from thoſe 


holy purpoſes and reſolutions, which. 


the ſenſe of his love hath ſometimes 


begot in my heart. 
L cannot but accuſe and condemn- 


my ſelf here in thy preſence 3 but [ 


| likewiſe condemn. every finful defire 


that is ſtill remaining in me , to-die 


and 
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and be crucified together with him. I 
would have nothing contrary to thy 
Will, to have any power, or hive any 
longer in me: and thereiore here yield 
up my ſelf entirely into thy hands, to 
be conformed in all things to Chriſt 

eſus who died for me. Fix my 
thoughts ſo conſtantly upon his dying 
love, and affe& my heart ſo mightily 
therewith, that I may chearfully un- 
dergo any pains to be made like unto 
him in his humility ; 1n his obedience 3 
in his reſignation of himſelf to thy 
wiſe will and pleaſure 3 in his patt- 
ence 3 in his meckneſs, in his charity, 
and forgiveneſs of his enemies 3 1n his 
willingneſs to quit all things for thy 
Names ſake, and to truſt both ſoul 
and body with thee, in well doing 
and contented ſuffering, whatſoever 
it be that thou requireſt of me. 

I delire not to live, O Lord, but 
that I may live to him that died for 
me. [ refuſe no reproaches, no po- 
verty, no pain or trouble, if thy will 


cannot other ways be TIER 
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by me. Do what thou pleaſelt with 
me, fo that I may be but perfected in 
holineſs, and obtain thy gracious par- 
don through the redemption that ts 
in Jeſus. 

I believe the virtue and power of 
his Sacrifice to be everlaſting 3 and 
that wher he had by himſelf purged our 
ſens, be ſate down on the right hand of 
the Majeſty on high + and therefore [ 
look for the conſtant aſliſtance of thy 
good Spirit, which he hath bid me 
ask in his Name, to enable me to pu- 
rifie my ſelf, and to tread in the ſteps 
of his humble, meek and patient cha- 
rity 3 that ſo I may be prefented-un- 
blameable and unreproveable in thy 
fight at the day of his appearing. 

Great is the wiſdom of thy love 
wherein thy grace hath abounded to- 
wards us in Chriſt Jeſus ! Great are' 
the encouragements which thou haſt 
given us, by his laying down his life 
for us, that he might take it again 
and Jive for evermore! Great is the 


-boldnek that we have to eter into the 
| holieſt 
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holieft by the blood of Feſus 5 by 2 new 


| and living way, which he hath conſecra- 


ted for ua through his fleſh ! Gre me 
the grace, I beſeech thee, wilely to 
conſider and ponder the merciful de- 
ſign of thy Grace 3 to walk circum- 
ſpedtly and exactly, as the redeemed of 
the Lord , as an heir of his love, that 
hopes to ſee him in immortal glory. O 
that the comfort and joy of this hope, 
to ſee Jeſus who was ſo ſcorned and 
abuſed, fitting upon his throne, and 
triumphing over all his enemies, may 
lo raiſe and enlarge my mind by the 
power of it, that I may overlook and. 
deſpiſe all the petty temptations of 
this world : looking ſtill ſtedfaſtly 
unto him, and following him with 
unmoveable reſolution ; till I come 
to poſſeſs that which I hope for, and 
rejoyce eternally 1m his love. 

Hear me, O Father of Mercies, and 
deal graciouſly with me far beyond 
all my thoughts and deſires, for his 
lake; who is the Author and the fi- 
niſher of our faith, who died once for 

us, 
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us, and now lives for ever to make 
interceſſion on our behalf: By whom 
all honour, praiſe, thankſgiving, love 
and obedience be rendred to thee by 
me and by all mankind both now 


and for ever. Amen. - 


_ _ 


A Prayer on Good-Friday in 1he 


Evening. 


Moſt holy, moſt gracious, the 
only wiſe God, moſt bleſſed for 
ever. We cannot conceive the great- 
neſs of thy perfe&tions, nor is there 
any thing to which we can compare 
them. Thy holineſs is more unſpot- 


Us 


ted than the light of the Sun : Thy þj 


than its beams : Thy Wiſdom pierces 


goodnefs ſpreads it ſelf more largely th 


into thoſe ſecrets which are buried 1n y 
darkneſs: and though all things alter nj 
and wax old, yet thou art the ſame w 
unchangeable Being , whoſe yearvec 
have no end. How ſhall fuch a vilere 


wretc\ 
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wretch as I am take the boldneſs to 
look towards thee, and ſpeak unto 
thee, who art ſo great, ſo glorious, 
and dwelleſt in light not to be ap- 
proached ? 

Adored be thy wonderful Jove, 
who haſt encouraged our approaches 
- to thee, by humbling thy ſelf to look 

down upon us , and by appearing 
e graciouſly to us in our own fleſh, 

Bleſſing, Honour , Glory and Praiſe 

be eternally aſcribed unto thee, who . 
© did(t not abhor us, and utterly caſt 
Ir us out of thy (ight, when we had turn- 
t- ed our backs upon thee 3* but ſent thy 
re only begotten Son into the world, 
re to call us again unto thee, yea, beſeech 
Mt- us, and oblige us, by laying down 
Ny his own life for us, to return unto 
ly thee and live. 
ces No thought can comprehend the 
1 unſearchable riches of thy Grace ma- 
ter nifeſted unto us in the Lord Jeſus, 
Me who was pleaſed to be vilely entreat- 
arsed, and ſhamefully uſed, to ſuffer the 
viltreproach of the Croſs, and to ſhed his 
2tC\ deareſt 
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fleſh by bis ſacrifice for ſin5 gg, g Zo 


and making him a curſe 


for #5 , that we might in- Gal. 3. 14, 


herit a bleſſing , and re- 
ceive the promiſe of the Spirit , through 
faith in bin, I ſee, O Lord, how 
infinitely I am indebted to thee. I 
behold the deſign of thy wiſe good- 
neſs in gzving hin for #5, that he might 
redeem us from all iniqui- 
ty,. and purifie us to himſelf 
4 peculiar people zealous of good works, 
I thank thee with all my foul , for 
his bearing our ſins in his 
own body on the tree , that | 
we being dead unto ſin, ſhould live unto 
righteouſneſs. There 1s nothing I can 
more deſire than by doing righteouſs 
eſs, to become righteous 
even as he is righteous. 
Aſſt me, I beſeech thee, to attain 
this end of his death and paſtion, by 
the power of that holy Spirit which 
he hath thereby purchaſed for us, and 
hath \tkewiſe promiſed to us, and 1s 
able to bleſs us withal. | 

P T 


Tit. 2. 14. 


1 Per. 2. 


1 John 3. 
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raiſed again for our juſtification. Make 
me more and more 1a love with that 
lowlineG of mind , that tender and 
compaſſionate charity, that meeknels, 
patience and forgiveneſs which ſhone 
in his ſufferings. And ſubdue my 
will ſo perfectly 3 unto ſuch an abſo- 
lute, quiet and ready ſubmiſſion to 
thy holy Will in every thing ; that 
my hope in thee may increaſe exceed- 
ingly : and not only ſo, but 
I may alſo joy in thee my 
God , through our Lord Jeſws Chriſt, 
by whomnwe have now received the atone- 
taent. 

| Hear, Good Lord, the prayers of 
' the whole Church, which thou hai? 
F purchaſed with thine own bloud. O 
\, That every member thereor may 
ſerve thee purely and orderly in the 

at *Fank and condition wherein thou 
-e,  baſt placed them , to their mutual 
iq- benefit and comfort, and to the 
ich conviction of thoſe who are ene- 
1-[;-Mies or ſtrangers to the Name of the 
andl-ord Jeſus 3 that they ſeeing our 
riſes L good 


Rom. 5s. 11. 
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with righteouſneſs ; and all thy Saints 
ſhout aloud for joy. The Lord make 
them to encreaſe and abound in love one 
towards another, and towards all men ; 
to the end he may eſtabliſh their hearts 
unblameable in holineſs, before God, ever 
our Father , at the coming of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt with all his Saints, 1 Thell. 
3. 12. 

Now unto him that loved us, and 


waſhed us from our ſins in his own blood, 


and hath made us kings and prieſts unto 
God and his Father ;, to him be glory 
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 


Rev. I. 5, 6. 
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Hou art to be praiſed, O Lord 
of Heaven and Earth, 1n- all 
thy works of wonder, which declare 
the aſtoniſhing greatneſs of thy Maje- 
ty, Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
throughout the world. One genera- 
tion praiſes thy works to another, 
and declares thy mighty ads ; eſpeci- 
ally the manifold wiſdom of thy in- 
comprehenſible love 1n the ſalvation 
of mankind by Chriſt Jeſus, who 
hath brought us the glad tidings of 
peace and reconciliation with thee, 
and the promiſe of immortal life and 
glory, if we will be obedient to thee. 
An innumerable company of holy 
Souls have in all ages ſince moſt thank- 
fully received and acknowledged 
L2 this 
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this thy grace and tender mercy ; he- 
ing obedient to the very death, and 
leaving us an excellent example of 
pure love to thee, and conſtant affe- 
cion, and hearty devotion, and ar- 
dent zeal for the honour of our Lord 
and Maſter Chriſt Jeſus. I add my 
poor tribute of praiſe and thankſgi- 
ving to ail that hath been rendred 
unto thee, O God ; who. 1a the be- 
Zinning commandedft the light to ſhine 
cut of darkneſs, and haſt now ſhone into 
the hearts of chy holy ones, to give 
the light of thy divine knowledge 1 in 
the face of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Thanks be to thy infinite goodneſs 
as for that glorious manifeſtation of 
thy ſelf in our ficfh, and the eternab 
redemption that the Lord Jeſus ob- 
tained for vs by his bloud, and the 
power and dominion which thou haſt 
given him at thy right hand after his 
Reſlurreqion from the d:ad , and 
his compaſſtonate interce ſion on our 
behalf : So for all thoſe gitts which 
he gave unto men ; whereby he made 
ſome 
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forme Apoſtles , ſome Prophets, ſome 
Evangeliſts, ſome Paſtors and Teachers, 
for the perfeFing of the Saints, for the 
work .of the miniſtry, aud the edifying 
of his body. Bleſſing, honour, glory 
and praiſe be to thee, O Father of 
mercies , for. all thoſe great inſtru- 
ments of the Holy Ghoſt, the illuſtrt- 
ous Miniſters of thy grace, the Am- 
baſladors:for Chriſt , and the bleſſed 
Champions of his holy Truth, who: 
have communicated the light of thy 
glorious Goſpel to the world, and 
oyercoine the kingdom of darkneſs, 
by the bloud of the Lamb, 
and the word of their teſti-. 
mony, not loving their lives unto the 
death. 

Adored: be the mightineſs of that 
Grace, which oz? of the _ 
mouths of babes and ſuck- _— 
lings ordained ſtrength. Glory be to 
thee ,, O Chriit, whoſe 
ſtrength was made per- 
tect in, weakneſs. Glory be unto thee, 
who-didſt cammit this heavenly trea- 
- LS jure 


Rev. 12. IT, 


2 Cor. 2. 9, 
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a fare unto earthen veſſels 3 
2 Cor. 6.4, 6 WHO approved themſelves 

the miniſters of God in 
auch patience, in affiition , in nece(ſt- 
ties, in diſtreſſes, in ſtripes, in impriſon- 
ments, in toſſings to and fro, in labours, 
in watchings, in faſtings, that the ex- 
cellency of the power might be of God 
and not of men. 

I heartily ſubmit to the power of 
that Divine Truth, for which they ſuf 
fered the laſs of all things, 
and counted them but dung 
that they might win Chriſt, and be found 
in bin, And1 rejoyce that thou haſt 
had ſo many faithful ſervants who 
have loved thee, O Lord thou lover 
of ſonls, more than. their own lives ; 
moſt earneſtly defiring to be inſpired 
with the very ſame ſpirit which was 
1n them, chat I may leave ſome exam- 
ple, though never ſo ſmall, of hearty 
and univerſal obedience, to thoſe that 
ſhall come after. 

Accept, good Lord, of my ſincere 


refolution to be a fol/ower of then e- 
Ver 


Phil. 3. 8. 
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ven as they were of Chriſt, in pureneſs, 
in knowledge, in long: ſuf- 
fering, in kindneſs, in love 
unfeigned + That my re- 
Jozcing may be this , the 
teſtimony of my conſcience, 
that in ſimplicity and god. 2 CO. 1. 12. 
ly fencerity, not with fleſh- 2 Cor. 8. 21, 
ly wiſdom, but by thy grace, 
1 have had my converſati- 2 Cor. 1. 5. 
on in the world; providing 
for honeſt things , not only in the ſight 
of our Lord , but alſo in the ſight of all 
zen, Make me conſtant and coura- 
gious in the pro'eſtion of thy holy 
'Fruth 3 and to be willing to pa/7 
through honour or d:iſhonour, through 
good report or evil report for the Lords 
ſake; hoping that if the ſufferings of 
Chriſt abound in me, my conſolation aljo 
ſhall abound by Chriſt. | 

Stir me up, I beſeech thee, and 
quicken me that | may ſhew the ſame 
diligence that thy. Saints have done, 
to-the full afſurance 0 
hope unto the end ; that 1 >: 5 00412 

| L $ may 


3 COL 13 Io 


2 Cor. 6. 6, 7. 
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may not be ſlothful, but 


' a follower of them who 
through faith and patience inherited 


Heb. 2. 3, 4s 5+ 


the promiſes. How ſhall I eſcape if [ 


negled ſo great ſalvation, which at firſt 
began to be ſpoken by the Lord, and was 
confirmed by them that heard him, God 
alſo bearing them witneſs with ſigns and 
wonders, and with divers miracles of 
ihe Holy Ghoſt, according to his own 
171 2 O continue the mighty aſliſt- 
ance of that divine power with me, 
that behaving my ſelf ſo holily, juſtly 
and unblameably as they 
did, I may reſt at laſt to- 
2. I, 7, 9- gether with them, when 
our Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty Angels, to be 
glorified in his Saints, and admired in 
all them that believe. 
And now preſerve me this day 
from diſhonouring that worthy name, 
whereby we are called ; 
yn LAG knowing how we ought to 
follow them, who behaved 
not themſelves diſorderly among _ 
that 


1 Thefl 2. 10. 
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that believed. That by this reſt from 


my ordinary labours, | may not learn 
idlenefs, nor grow weer, of well doing 
but be better diſpoſed in my mind by 
all the refreſhments of my body, to 
do my duty in the place and relations 


- wherein thou haſt ſet ms, with greater 


chearfulneſs, fidelity and diligence to 
the end of my days. O that it may 
be my higheſt pleaſure to attend on 
thee and praiſe thee in the aſſemblies 
of thy Saints. Give me ſuch a ſenſible 
delight and joy in reading and medi- 
tating of thy holy Word, and in the 
remembrance of all thy mercies, that 
nothing in this world may make me 


_ forget the ſweetneſs of it : but every 


thing may excite me more to praiſe, 
extol and magnifie thy loving kind- 
neſs to me; and to expreſs my thank- 
fulneſs in a free and ready obedience 
to thy commands z till I be made tir 
to be admitted into the company of 
the bleſſed, there to praiſe thee world 


without end. Amen. 
A 
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PRA THEE 


Upon the day of ones 


B I R 3:16 


Moſt mighty Lord, the Former 
S and Preſerver of all things: All 
thy works praiſe thee , and declare 
thy infinite greatneſs, wiſdom and 
bounty 3 and call upon us likewiſe to 
magnifie thy Name with our conti- 
nual praiſes and thankſgivings. I 
humbly bow my ſelf before thy glo- 
rious Majeſty who inhabiteſt eterni- 
ty 3 acknowledging that it is but a 
jittle time ſince I was not ; and that 
I] amnot gone down agam into ſilence 
15 to be aſcribed only to: thy Omnipo- 
tent goodneſs, which brought me in- 
to being, to praiſe thee among the 
reſt of thy creatures. 

| thank thee, O Lord, by whore 
1 was fearfully and wonderfully made, 


and 
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Plal. 129. 14, 4924 curiouſly wrougot 31 
I 5. my mothers womb. Thou 
art he that took me thence; 

Plal, 22.9 thou didſt mak: me hope 
when I was upon my mo- 

Plal. 71.6. Fthers breaſt, Dy thee [ 
hanwe been holden up ever 

ſince ;, and moſt carefully provided 
for, when I could not think at all of 
thy tender mercies towards me. And 
therefore now that Iam grown to the 
uſe of my reaſon, my praiſe ought to be 
continually.of thee, O bleſs the Lord, 
Palin aa. ſoul , and all that is 
3.2 within me bleſs bis holy 


Name. Bleſs the Lord, O my. ſoul, and 
forget not all his benefits. While I live 

will I praiſe the Lord ;, I 
ra 149 * feng praiſes to my God 
while 1 have. any being. 

Pardon, I beſeech thee, my ingra- 
titude, in that I have no earlier re- 
membred thee my Creator, iz whos 
T live and move 5 and who giveſt me 
all things richly to enjoy. Accept 
of my unfeigned reſolutions to pre- 

ſerve 
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ſerve hereafter a more grateful ſenſe 
of thy great goodneſs to me, and to 
glorifie thee with my body and with 
my ſpirit, which are thine. Vouch- 
ſafe me the aſſiſtance of thy heavenly 
grace, that I may return them back 
unto thee pure and undefiled ; full 
of wiſdom and ſpiritual underſtand- 
ing 3 full of love and devout affe&i- 
on to thee; full of all good works and 
the fruits of righteouſneſs, to which 
thou haſt created me again _ 

by Chriſt Jeſus,that I ſhould SPP 2.10, 
walk in them. 

Bleſſed be thy Name, who haſt ſent 
bim to give me a new and better life. 
I thank thee for all the helps and com- 
forts of his Religion. O that my heart 
may be poſleſſed with (ſuch a [trong 
belief of it, and (uch a (incere love to 
it, that I may feel indeed that I am 
born again, and made a new creature: 
meditating daily of thy mercics; 
breathing forth my ſoul to thee, in 
prayers, and .prailes, and thankſgt- 
vings 3 walking in the Spirit of good- 


neſs, 
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Ephef, 5. 9. */5.,righteouſneſs and truth ; 
and proving what js acce- 
ptable to our Lord. 

All the thanks and ſervices I ac- 
knowledge, that I am able to render 
to thee, are nothing worth : but the 
longer [ live, I moſt earneſtly deſire 
the more hearty, and the purer they 
may be; and the more I may be en- 
abled to do for thy honour and glory. 
If thou ſuffereſt me to continue in 
this life another year, O that in the 
conclufion of it, I may preſent my (elf 
unto thee again more improved 1n all 
that is praiſe-worthy. The time paſt 
3s too much-to have miſ-ſpent ; O that 
I may ſuffer no more of my precious 
hours to run waſte, but that they may 
all be taker up, and carefully laid our 
in well doing; | 

Help me diligently to: husband- fo 

reat a treaſure, which thou entruſteft 
me withal, and to employ. it in order 
to a bleſſed/ Eternity. Let nor the 
care of this world, and the 
deceitfulneſs of riches, and 
the 


Mark 4. 19. 
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the luſts of other things entring in, choke 
thoſe good ſeeds which thou haſt ſown 
in my heart, ſo that they become un- 
fruitful : bat enable me as I grow in 
years to increale alſo in love, joy, peace, 
long-ſuffering, faith, meek- 
neſs, temperance, and all 
other fruits of thy holy Spirit. 

And ſince I have been thy care fo 
long, 1 will ſtill hope in thee continu- 
ally, that I ſhall yet praiſe _ 
thee more and more. Caſt = 3 g ws 
mc not off it [live to the 
time of old age, forſake me not when 
my ſtrength faileth. O God, thou baſs 
taught me from my youth , and bither- 
to Þ heave declared thy wondrows works. 
Hold me up (till, and 7 Ms 
ſhall be ſafe. Order my , =” IM 
ſteps in thy word : and let 
not any iniquity have dominion aver 
me. That fo if the evil days come, and 


the years draw nigh,when LE 
1 hall ſay, I have no plea- _ . 
ſere in them; | may regoyce in the re- 
membrance of a well ſpent life, and, 
having 


Gal. $5. 21. 
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having a good hope in thee, the day 
of my death, may be better 
than the day of my birth. 

O that death- may never furprize 
me, nor find me unprepared. Help 
me to walk alway ſo circumſpetly, 
and to be ſo mindful of my latter end, 
that when death comes, it may be no 
ſtranger to me; but I may entertain 
It as an acquaintance , and a friend : 
and with the ſame chearfulneſs put 
off my body., and lay it down in the 
grave, that I put off my cloaths and 
lay my ſ:lf down in my bed. I com- 
mit-my ſelf entirely to thee, both now 
and ever; waiting for thy mercy in 
Chriſt Jeſus, at that great Day, when 
thou ſhalt awake us out of the duſt. 
O that I may then be numbred among 
the Juſt, and ſtand at the right hand. 
of my Saviour, and hear that joy ful 
voice, Come ye bleſſed of 
my Father, inherit theking- 
dom prepared for you from the ſounda- 
tion of the wort#. Amen. 


Eccleſ. 7. I. | 


Mart. 28. 34+ 


That 


x 


us 
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Hat we may be ſicdfaſt, 1 0Ue- 


Y able, always abounding in the 
work_of the Lord, here follow particu- 
lar Prayers for that grace 5 and, in caſe 
of any failing in our duty , for repen- 
tance , and pardon , and for an heart 
truly ſenſible of the divine goodneſs, and 
more conſiderate and careſul for the 
tine to come, 
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A 
PRAYER 
2ze0:vnd 


WELL DOING. 


Moſt bleſſed God, the fountain 

of wiſdom , power , ſtrength, 
and all other perfeRions: from whoſe 
bounty [ have formerly received, and 
at preſent enjoy innumerable bleſ- 
ſings 3 and have no hope for the fu- 
ture, but what ariſes from the ſame 
everlaſting ſpring of all good which 
1s never weary of deriving its bene- 
fits unto us. I ought in a ſenſe of my 
entire dependence upon thee, to be 
very humble ; very thankful ; ex- 
ceeding ſolicitous for thy favour, and 


deſirous of thy good will ; ſorrowful 
tor 
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for my neglects of thee 3 aſhamed of 


the. pitiful returns I have made to 
thee ; and molt peremptorily reſol- 
ved, and zealouſly bent to approve 
my felt hereafter to thy Divine Ma- 
jelty, in all well doing. 

Accordingly I am now proſtrate 
before thee, to implore the continu- 
ed powerful preſence of that infinite 
grace, to which. I owe thele holy 
thoughts that are in my mind, and by 
which alone I can hope to perform 
and accompliſh them. Poſleſs me, O 
God, with ſuch a full and lively ſenſe 
of thy undeſerved and unwearied 
Tove and kindneſs to me, 1n paſling 


by ſo much ingratitude, and fo many 


"tranſgreſſions; in laying on 'me ſuch 
{ſtrong and mani old obhgations:to be 
| happy by obeying thee, and in af- 
fording me ſuch powerful afliſtances 
to attain that happineſs ;'that I may 


"love thee proportionably with a more 
,conftant and' ſtedfaſt: affe&ion ; and 


feel an unalterable will ſetled in me, 
to do the duty thou requrreſt of me 3 
| 10to 


< _—_— —— m_y_—_— 
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into whatſoever ſtate and condition 
of life thou ſhalt be pleaſed to diſpoſe 


me. | ES 
When we have loved thee all that 


we can, I am ſenſible we have loved 


thee but a littlez, becauſe we, and all 
that we can do are ſo inconſiderable. 


How ſmall a_thing then is it , how 
poor and contemprible, that wereturn 


unto thee 3 when we love thee not ſo 
much as we are able! O bleſſed. God, 
cauſe ſuch a delightful ſenſe of thy 


goodneſs to fall upon, my. heart, and 
to abide with me, that all the powers 


of my ſoul may ſtrain themſelves to 
love thee, and: unite themſelves unto 


thee, in an unalterable choice of thy 


Will, to be the. fole Governour of all 
.my deſigns, and deſires, and ations 


throughout the whole courſe of my 
life. I love my ſelf moſt, I ſee, when I 
love thee entirely : and ſerve my ſelf, 


_ by doing thee all faithfy] ſervice. In 


union with thee Lam at reſt and peace; 


_and in copſtant adherence. ro thee 
conſiſts my eternal ſafety and ſecuri- 


ty. To 
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To thee therefore, with the deli- 
berate and full conſent of my will, l 
devote my ſelf; reſolving to love and 
ſerve thee, with all my heart, and 
with all my ſoul, and with all my 
ſtrength. 1 vow unto thee, as I have 
done often, all ſincere obedience 
and proteſt againſt every thing that 
1s contrary to thy holy commands, as 
contrary alſo to my own ſenſe and 
judgment, to my moſt ſober and ſe- 
rious thoughts, and to my moſt ad- 
viſed counſels and reſolutions, They 
all acknowledge how juſt and rea- 
fonable, how good and pleaſant, how 
profitable and beneficial , how ho- 


nourable and glorious it 1s to be a 
doer of thy Will, which, beſides the 


preſent contentment and fatisfaFion 


of it, hath a great recompence of re- 

ward. | 
O preſerve in my mind a conſtant 
remembrance, how dearly I am 
bought by the precious bloud of thy 
Son Chriſt ; how early I was dedica- 
ted to thy ſervice 3 how often I bave 
ſince 
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fince found abundant cauſe to deter. 
mine I would be thine 3 how 1 have 
condemned my ſelf for the breach of 
thoſe holy purpoſes, and what great 
fatisfation of mind I have had in the 
keeping of thy Commandments: That 
ſo I may never wilfally oftend againſt 
ſo many forcible reaſons obliging me 
to my duty 5 but be ſwayed by them, 
notwithſtanding all the temptations 
of the world , the fleſh or the devil, 
to perſevere 1n a reſolved obedience 
to thee for ever. 

And by the power of thy holy Spi- 
rit, I befeech thee to make them clear- 
er, (tronger and more eficcual ; that 
I may have the ſame thoughts, paſſ- 
ons, inclinations and purpoſes now, 
which 1 ſhall be apt to have when I 
come to die. For which end, hel 
me often to place my ſelf before thy 
Judgment-ſeat, and to confider that [ 
mult givean account for all thatI have 
received ; for thy holy Goſpel ; for 
thy divine inſpirations, for the coun- 
lels and exhortations of thy Miniſters, 

M for 
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for all-the means and helps of grow- 
ing better, and for all the encourage- 
ments 1 have-even from * the good: 
things of this life, which thy bounty: 


beſtows upon me. That by a careful 
preparation for ſuch a reckoning , I 
may be kept cloſe and ſtedfaſt to' my 


duty 3 in hope of that exceeding glo-' 


rious reward , which our Lord will 
beſtow upon all his faithful ſervants, 
at the day of his appearing. Amer. 


—_. 


— 


Another to the ſame effeF, 


Moſt great and glorious Maje- 

ſty of heaven and earth: who 

art of unſpotted purity, and in whom 
there is not the leaſt - ſhadow of 
change. I know that all the refolut1- 
ons of thy Wiſdom are moſt juſt and 
equal; and I cannot chuſe,” when [I 
am in my rignt mind, to be guided by 
any thing elſe but thy holy Will: who 
deligneſt, I fee, in all the Ry nn 
thou 
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thou haſt made of thy ſelf to us, to 
make us like to thy own molt bleſſed 
Nature. I do here own and acknow- 
ledge moſt heartily the righteouſneſs 
and goodneſs of all thy Laws; I ad- 
mire the lovelineſs of thy Image, in 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs and true holj- 
neſs; 1 loath my own deformity whilſt 
I am unlike to thee ; I implorn thy re- 
newing grace as the greateſt bleſſing 
I can receive from thee 3 and I bind 
my ſelf to the faithful improvement of 
It, as the weightieſt employment of 
my life. 

I am abundantly fatisfied in the de- 
claration thou haſt made of thy gra- 
cious purpoles towards us. I renounce 
all thoughts and deſires that are con- 
trary thereunio 3 and reſolve that 
holineſs and eternal life ſhall be my 
deſign and ſtudy. I expect no par- 
don, O my God, but in ways of ſo- 
briety , righteouſneſs and godlineſs, 
I hope for a bleſſed immortality , on- 
ly by patient continuance in well do- 
ing. 1 conſent to every part of thy 

"M2 holy 
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holy Goſpel : and add my teſtimony 
to the truth of its words, that zone of 
thy commandments are grievous 5 but 
thy yoke is eaſie, and thy burden light. 
I hope, O Lord, by thy grace I ſhall 
never contradi& my ſelf, by diſown- 
ing in my praQice, theſe free and ſe- 
rious profeſſions: But that I ſhall eve- 
ry day ſo call to mind my own pro- 
teſtations and reſolutions, as to conti- 
nue with an unwearied diligence in 
ſtedfaſt obedience to thy commands, 
and to grow ſti]! ſtronger1n the grace 
of the Lord Jeſus. 

O that every ſuch addreſs as this 
unte thy Divine Majeſty , may leave 
a greater ſenſe of thee, and of my du- 
ty, and of my happineſs, and of my 
manifold obligations, and repeated 
promiſes, upon my heart. That I may 
always go out of thy preſence with 
my -mind-more towards heaven 3 with 
lower thoughts of all the enjoyments 
of this life ; with a greater reliſh of 
piety and holineſs; and more paſlio- 
nate dclires to become every way ſuch 

as 
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as thou canſt approve , and love and 
delight in for ever. And aſlaſt me, [ 
humbly beſeech thee , ſo conſtantly 
from above , that whatſozver good 
thoughts are at any time in my mind, 
they may grow to fixed principles : 
and all heavenly affeftions may be- 
come a new nature, and the conſtant 
temper of my ſpirit : and all my pur- 
poſes and reſolutions may advance i:- 
to a ſerious practice and exerciſe of 
godlineſs : and all the actions of an 
holy life may grow more free, chear- 
ful , vigorous and full of delight, till 
they be compleated in everlaſting 
bliſs, through Chriſt Jelus. 47, 
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Into any 


S I N- 


Caſt down my ſelf before thee, O 
moſt' holy Lord of heaven and 
earth, with an humble, forrowtul and 
penitent-heart, adoring thy infinite 
grace which ſuffers ſach a vile and mi- 
ſerable ſinner to approach into thy 
preſence. I am thine indeed, dedi- 
cated long ago' to thy ſervice, which 
I have lince choſen, as the molt per- 
fe&t freedom: But ſo much the greater 
reaſon I have to be abaſhed before 
thee, and to be aſtoniſhed at thy for- 
bearing mercy z- which reap the 
life'of fich an one as Iam, who have 
M 4 been 
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been ſo falſe to thee, and to my own 
reſolutions. I remember, 1n the bit- 
terneſs of my ſoul, how many obliga- 
tions thou haſt laid upon me to ob- 
ſerve and obey thee 3 how often [I 
have acknowledged the juſtice and 
goodneſs of thy Precepts ; and how 
frequently I have promiſed and vow- 
ed to conform my ſelf unto them ; 
and what great and precious promiſes 
thou haſt made to me of invaluable 
bleſitngs: And yet, wretch that I am, 


I bave bcen drawn aſide from thy - 


ways by cafie and (light temptations z 
and for a {mall and momentany plea- 
* r1-90 mention {UTE OT gain, * have ven- 
the particular tured the loſs of thy fa- 
Jy. vour, which is better than 
life it ſelf. 

O God, that thou ſhouldſt have 
patience with ſo perfidious, fo un- 
grateful , ſo {enlelels a creature as I 
am ! That thou (houldſt permit me to 
ſee the light of the Sun, and haſt not 
condemned me to utter darkneſs, in 
weeping , wailing, and gnaſhing of 


teeth! | 
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teeth | but that thou giveſt me leave 
to-look towards heaven, and that [ 
have any heart to ſpeak unto thee, 


" and {till may call thee Father, ſaying, 


* Ve bus may 7 


] 


Father, Þ have ſinned againſt thee, and 
ans n0 more worthy to be called thy ſons 
O the riches ! O the unſearchable 
riches of thy grace ! I can never ſuth- 
ciently admire thy exceeding great 
long-ſuffering towards me in -Chriſt 
Jeſus 3 nor ſufficiently. abhor and 
loath my ſelf for my- foul revolt from 
thee, who art ſo kind and gracious:: 


_ eſpecially if I ſhould (till continue to 


abuſe ſuch tender mercy and compal- - 
fion -towards me.: Fribulation and 
anguiſh, indignation- and--wrath , I 
acknowledge 1s the due portion of 
thoſe that do evil:and if:thou ſhould - 
abandon me, and caſt me out of thy 
fight, I muſt confeſs that thou ast - 
righteous, and that T reap but the-. 
fruit of my own ways, and ſuffer the 
deſerved puniſhment of. my late ini- 
aity, 

Bat thou, O God, delighteſt in mer- 
M5 Cy, 


— 
A 3 
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cy, and there is forgive 
eſs with thee, that thoy 
Ezek. 18. 32. . zazeſt be feared. Thou 
haſt ſworn that thou de 
fireſt not the death of a (inner z but 
rather that he ſhould return and live! 
And haſt ſent thy Son Jeſus , witt 
the moſt endearing arguments of the 
oreateſt love, to perſwade us to re- 
turn unto our duty. Behold, O Lord, 
I return , with grief and afflition of 
ſpirit that I have offended thee : de. 
teſting the thoughts of doing the like 
again, and reſolving to be more care- 
ful and diligent, and circumſpet for 
the time to come. 
the praiſe of thy Omnipotent Grace, 
enabling me to perform theſe reſolu- 
tions in a more ſtrict and exa&t obe- 
dience to thy holy commands, the reſt 
of my days. 
Mercy, mercy, I:moſt earneltly beg, 
O Father of mercies, for the ſake of 
him that died for me; not merely 
for the pardon of my fins, but for a 
-Divine Power to enable me to ſubdue 
them, 
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O let me live to 


the Lord; and in the power 


into any Sin: 25T 
them. I deſire not thy infinite good- 
neſs to bear me out in rebellion 
againſt thy righteouſneſs, purity and 
truth 3 but that by thy goodneſs I 
may be partaker of them z that my 
repentance may be accepted; and that 
it may-be hearty and ſtedfaſt , never 
to be repented of. I deſire no peace, 
quiet and eaſe in my heart, but ina. 
conſtant and reſolute oppoſition of all 
the temptations of the world, the fleſh, 
and the deytl; and in the hope [ 
have ;;-thae through thy gracious aſ- 
{iſtence it ſhall be vicorious. 


'+O ſettle me, T beſeech thee, in this 
.holy diſpoſition, that I may preſerve 


an entire friendſhip with thee here- 
after, by an happy agreement with 


thy: will and pleaſure in everything. . 


And for that end make me ſtrong in 
of bis might : That bee OG 0 
Ing ſenſible of my own great weak- 
nels, I may more earneſtly depend. 
upon thy aid from above , by an 
humole and vigorous faith in thy 

Almighty 
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Almighty goodneſs. Maintain ſuct 
a clear light in my mind, that maj 
keep me from. being deceived wit! 
the vain ſhadows and empty appea 
rances of ſatisfactory pleaſure in anz 
thirig of this world. Fortifie my wil 
with the power of thy Divine love 
that may overcome all ſenſual affecti 
ons that ariſe in me at any time a 
gainſt thy ſacred commands. And 
poſleſs me with ſuch a lively hope of 
thoſe good things which Chriſt hath 
promiſed in the other life, that maj 
make me active and zealous, ſtedfal 
and unmoveable, always aboundiny 
in. the work of the Lord, knowiny 
that my labour ſhall not be in vain ir 

the Lord. | 
Thou knoweſt the ſecrets of al 
hearts; let thy mercy, O Lord , bt 
npon me, according as I deliberatel) 
and ſincerely. chuſe. to cleave unto the: 
As 11.23 Pith purpoſe of heart, C 
Pſal, $I. 9, 10, caſt te not away fron 
mY thy preſence 3. and tak 
ot thy holy Spirit from me. 
rh 
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ihy face from my ſins 5 and blot out al 
mine iniquities. Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, and renew a conſtant ſpi- 
rit in me. Make my heart to be ſound 
712 thy Statutes , that 1 
may never be aſhamed. 
Keep back thy ſervant 
alſo from preſumptuous ſins 3 let them 
#ot have dominion over me : Then ſhall 
I be upright, and I ſhall be innocent from 
the great tranſgreſſion. The words of 
my mouth , and the meditation of my 
heart ſhall be accepted in thy ſight , O 
Lord my ſlrength , and my Redeemer. 
Amen, Amen. | 


Pſal. 119. 80. 
Pſal. 19. 13, 14- 
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A 
THANKSGIVING 


TO THE 


DIVINE GOODNESS 


For any hope of a 


PARDON 


Afrer ſuch 


REL AFSE 


Eternally moſt bleſſed God, the 
Fountain of all good 3 from 
whence all creatures derive. whatſo- 
ever they enjoy. They are all poor 
and indigent things, full of neceſli- 
ties and wants, which are continual- 
ly ſupplied out of thy fulneſls. Burt 
the wants of our fouls are the moſt 
lamentable : becauſe, beſides the po- 
verty of creatures, we have made a 
great 
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great many needs to our ſelves by our 
wilful departure from» thee, 1n whom 
we live, and*move, and have our be. 
ing. We ſtand in need of thy Par. 
don, of thy converting Grace, and 
the greater ſupplies of thy holy. Spi- 
rit : which we know not how with 
any confidence to expe, but that all 
theſe wants are not too big for thy 
infinite goodnels to relieve 3..and that: 
thou halt been pleaſed moſt compaſh- 
onately to confider our miſerable con-- 
dition, in ſending Chriſt Jeſus into the 
world, and filling him with all. the 
treaſures of thy grace and mercy, tirat . 
he might diſpenſe them to us, accord- 
Ing to our ſeveral neceſlities. 

O how excellent is thy loving kind- 
neſs, O God ! How ſurpafling is thy 
love ! that will paſs by the inſolent 


offences of thy creatures againſt thy 


high Authority, and Sovereign good- 
nels 3 and not let them eternally: pe- 
ri{h-without a remedy , 1n that for- 
lorn condition into which -chey have 


brought themſelves ! Bleſſed ; for e- 
ver 
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ver bleſſed be thy ſparing Mercy 3 
which hath delivered Chriſt feſus for 
our offences z, and teſtified thy accep- 
tance of his Sacrifice of himſelf, by 
raiſing him again for our /.1ſtification. 
Bleſſed be thy Name, for the gracious 
declaration which thou haſt made, 
that if any man ſin, we 
have an Advocate with 
thee, Chriſt Jeſus the righteows, who ts 
the propitiation for our ſins. 1 moft 
thankfully receive theſe glad tidings, 
which are worthy of all ac- © 
ceptation, that Jeſus Chriſt 
came into the world to ſave ſinners. 
Thanks be to thy tender mercy, 
which hath reſtored us to a poſlibili- 
ty of recovering thy grace and fa- 
vour. The ſmalleft hope of it, I ac- 
knowledge, is more valuable than 
the greateſt abundance of all the en- 
— a and pleaſures of this preſent 
ife. 

What praiſe therefore, what love, 
what obedience am I bound to ren- . 
der unto thee, who haſt given me 

ſuch 


1 John 2, 1, 2- 


1 Tim. I. 15- 


258 A Thankggiving | 


ſuch a good hope of peace and recon- | 


ciliation with thee ; and thereby de- 
livered me from the horrour of 'my 
own guilty mind, rem=mbring that [ 
have adv-catured to oppole my will to 
thine? I ought for ever, with the moſt 
zealous devotion of a grateful and o0- 
bedient heart to admire and (ſtand a- 
mazed at thy inconceivable Grace, 
which will not ſtrictly mark what is 
done amils 3 but accept of our repen- 
tance and amendment, inſtead of an 
entire and conſtant performance of 
our duty to thee. O the heighth, the 
d-pth;. tbe length and the breadth of thy 
love in Chriſt Feſws ! which 1s the (a- 
tisfaction of our heart, and the joy 
of our lives; which would otherwiſe 
be intolerably grievous and burden- 
ſom to us, whilſt we remember that 
we are (inners. ” 

Fill me, O Lord, with a moſt ar- 
dent love to thee , now that I here 
offer up my ſelf, in truth and fince- 
rity of heart , to be wholly diſpoſed 
by thee. Behold, O Lord, my = 

ies 
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lies at thy feet : I would have no will 
of my own 3 but defire only that thy 
will may be done. And fill me with 
an holy fear of thee , that thy indul- 
gent mercy may not make me remiſs, 
and negligent , and preſumptuous a- 
gain to offend thee : But a perpetual 
ſenſe of my new obligations to thee, 
in reviving my hopes, which I had 
forfeited, in thee, may render me more 
watchful, more diligent, more earneſt 
and ſolicitous , more humble and di- 
ſtruſtful of my ſelf, and more fervent 
to implore the powerful ſuccours of 
thy Divine Grace. 

O that it may be as'natural to me 
to pray to thee, as it is to breathe. 
And thou who filleit the hungry with 
good things, pour into me lite, and 
ſtrength,and vigour ; and in a conſtant 
dependence on thee, and an hearty 
endeavour to do thy will. Strengther 
me with might, by thy Spi- 
rit in the inner man : 
That notwithſtanding the ſtrongeſt 
temptations, wherewith I may be aſ- 

faulted, 


Ephelſ. 3. 16. 
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faulted, and notwithſtanding the 
weakneſs and feebleneſs of my own 
ſpirit to reſiſt them, I may perſevere 
couragioully in well doing unto the 
end 3 and finiſh my courſe with joy ; 
and lay my felf down to reſt in an 
boly hope, that I ſhall enter into a 
ſtate of ſafety and ſecurity from all 
danger, and remain for ever in the 
Joy of our Lord. Amen, 


A. Prayer for the Divine Grace. 


Moſt bleſſed God, the high and 
mighty One, who inhabiteſt 
eternity 3 and art, what thou always 


| waſt, and ever wilt be, the moſt per- 


fe&t power, wiſdom, goodneſs, and 
truth 3 the fountain of all the perfe- 
ions that are in us. We ought to 
addrefs our ſelves to thee 1n the great- 
eſt humility of ſpirit 3 having nothing 
to preſent thee withal which we can 
call our own ; and being unable T 

alt 


s 


. 


{ 


the 


cre 
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all our righteouſneſs to profit thee, 
who ſtandeſt in need of none of thy 
creatures. But alas! O Lord, we have 
robbed thee of that which we have 
received from thee ; and are fo far 
from giving thee any thing of ours, 
that we have not returned to thee 
that which 1s thine. | 

O the miſerable condition there- 
fore into which we have brought our 
ſelves! who are not ſo much as fit to 
receive any more from thy Divine 
bounty ; and, which 1s worſe, have 
been too unwilling to partake of thy 
favours! O thy infinite love in Chriſt 
Jefus, which hath beſtowed the rich- 
eſt grace upon us, whether we would 


. or no ! Thou haſt honoured our na- 


ture with thy divine preſence, dwel- 
ling in it, Thou haſt delivered him 
to die for our fins. Thou haſt given 
us a bleſſed hope 1n thee , by his Re- 
ſurrection from the dead. Thou haſt 
fent him 10 bleſs us , in 
turning every one of #5 
from our iniquities : And given him 

all 


As 3. 26. 
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| 


| Ih | 
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all power in heaven and earth 5 that 
he may ſuccour and ſtrengthen us 
when we are tempted, and enable us 
to overcome. | 

I thank thee with all my foul, for 
this abundant grace , fo freely and 
undeſired, conterred upon us. Which 
encourages me to hope 1n thee, now 
that thou inclineſt my - heart towards 
thee, and haſt given me a thankful 
ſenſe -of thy love, and ſome will to 
obey thee, and holy refolutions to 
cleave unto thee in well doing ; that 
thou wilt not deny me the conſtant 
a\ſiſtence of that good Spirit which 
our Saviour hath bid us ask of thee, 
to ſtrengthen, confirm and ſettle what 
thou haſt begun to do for me, in a 
perfect love, and ſtedfaſt obedience to 
all thy holy commands. 

O God of all grace and might, 
the root of our life, and power and 
ſtrength without whom all good 
defires and purpoſes wither and die : 
withdraw not the ſweet influences of 
thy holy Spirit from thy unworthy 

ſervant, 
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ſervant, who entirely confides 1n thee, 
and hath no hope but in thy infinite. 
Mercies. Remember not againſt me 
former iniquities 3 let not my late 
back-ſliding and return to folly cut 
me off from the communication of thy 
grace : Which is wont to: preſs: into 
thoſe ſouls that open themſelves. to 
receive it, and ſeriouſly thirſt after it. 
My ſoul thirſteth for-thee, O God 3 
that I may be more firmly united to 
thee, and be made more exactly hke 
thee., in unchangeable righteouſneſs, 
purity and goodneſs: 

Cheriſh and increaſe the moſt faint 
but ſfiacere motions, which thou ſeeſt 
in me towards a more complete par- 
ticipation of thee. And eſpecially 
preſerve in me a full confidence in thy 
Almighty Love, as ready to accom- 
pliſh the defires and endeavours of all 
thoſe, who yield up themſelves unto 
It, in hearty willingneſs to be govern- 
ed by it, That being born up by this 
ſtrong hope in thee, my helper, and 
exceeding great reward , no tempta- 
tlon 
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tion may be able to prevail over me : 
but I may walk ſtedfaſtly and evenly ,, 
with thee, in all conditions and cir- pa 
cumſtances of life. Make me feel fo 
much of the comfort of this faith and. 
love, and hope, and obedience, re- 
viving me to a. delightful ſenſe of a 
bleſſed immortality ; that whatſoever. x 
allurements or diſcouragements I meet 
withal in this world, they may only *,, 

voke me to give a greater proof 
oF alt theſe in a conſtant adherence 
to my duty 3 and occaſion the in- 
creaſe of my unſpeakable joy and ſa- 
tisfaction. | 

And enlarge my heart thereby to 
{WAR ſuch a meaſure of Chriſtian piety, that 
| WAR I may not only be innocent and harm- 
leſs, but forward alſo to do good ; 
and not only be contented with my 
portion, but rejoyce in our Lord al- ,, 
way : and rejoyce, not only. to do \,,, 
thy will, but to ſuffer alſo for righte- £, 
ouſneſs ſake ; knowing that great ſhall 
be my reward in heaven. blels my 
endeavours to add to faith, wertne 5 

an 
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and to virtue, knowledge; and to know- 
ledge, temperance 3 and to temperances 
patience 5 and to patience, 2, 
godlineſs 5 and to godli- OOO 
eſs , brotherly kindneſs 3 | 
and to brotherly kindneſs, charit) : That, 
doing theſe things , 1 may never fall 3 
But an entrance may be miniſtred to me 


abundantly, into the everlaſting king- 


dom of our Lord and Saviour Feſws 
Chriſt. Amen. | OS 


E—__ —— 


A ſhort Prayer when any man's occaſt- 
ons call him to a place where he fears 
danger. | 


Almighty God 3 who art every 
where, and - more eſpecially 
prelent to thoſe ſouls that 'Took up 
unto thee, with an high eſteem of thy 
favour. and grace, and with heart 
deſires to continue in thy love by pa- 
tient continuance in well doing. In 
this humble faith in thy Divine good- 
N . 


nels, 
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neſs, and with a due fear and reve 
renee of thy glorious Majeſty , I pro 
ſtrate my ſoul and body before thee; 
to put my ſelf into thy moſt graciou 
protefion, and to beg the powerfy 
aſliſtence of thy holy Spirit, to pre 


A Prayer for a men 


ſerve me whereſoever I am, in a du 


tiful obſervance of all thy holy com 
mands, 

I am ſenſible, O Lord, that w 
live in a world of temptations , ani 
that our nature is weak, and ready tt 
yield to them 3. and that our affect 
ons are apt to wander after vanity 
and that ſudden paſhons oftentime 
tranſport us from our duty. But 
know withal, that a ſenſe of thy all 
ſceing eye, and of the life to come 
and of the rewards and puniſhment 
which thou wilt render according t 
our works 3 will certainly over-aw 
all finful motions in me, and brea 
the force of the ſtrongeſt temptation 
that aſſault me, And therefore, th 


greater the danger is, the more ea! 
neſt I ſue unto thee, to be as 
wit 


kid * ay As Ph ua 
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with a piercing ſenſe, and lively re- 


membrance of theſe things, which may 
abide with me alway 3 and eſpecially 
this day, in every place and company 
1nto which I ſhall come. 

O that1 may not be fo forgetful of 
thee, and of my own good, as for the 
ſmall and momentany pleaſures of this 
world, to hazard the loſs of thoſe 
great and eternal joys, which we ex- 
pett in the other life. But enable me, 
O moſt gracious God, ſo to behave 
my ſelf, that when I have paſſed 
through all the employments and oc- 
calions of this day , I may bring my 
ſelf back again into thy preſence, ſo 
pure and undefiled ; that I may be- 
gin thoſe joys that are to come, in 
chearful praiſes of thee 3 and in a 
comfortable ſenſe that thou dwelleft 
in me, and art leading me by thy 
holy Spirit to immortal happineſs, 
through Chriſt Jeſus. Amer. 
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that £60u art gracious and bounuiful 
and by uÞY threatnngs that thou ha- 
teſt 101quIY 5 and by thy executing 
of both , tÞat thou art faithful and 
trac, and wilt Gave the godly and pur 


When 


A Prayer for eri048 and effeF ual conſl- _ 
deration 5 the better 10 eſtabliſh all _= 
good reſolut10ns- | lov 
rious Majeſty of Hea-. = 
Earth: who art above 4 
the bigheſt all our thougnts and : Po 
much more beyond all our words. But | an 
that thou art great and mighty > WE = 
know by thy works of wonder which | Me 
we beho 4, And the admirable dil- 
poſure and. overnment of all things. n 
tell us , that thou art :nfigitely Wie | 
and knowelt all things. We ſee how | : 
od thou rt » ÞY the large provi- | 'v 
Gon which thou haſt made for ll thy \ 
creatures, EVETY where. TÞy Pre- 
cepts £eacn-us how juſt and holy thou 
art ; and by thy Promiſes WE noW | 
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When we conſider all this, we may 
juſtly wonder at our ſelves, that we 
ſhould not fear thee, and reverence 
thee, and love thee, and ſeek thy 
love and favour above all things ; by 
ſtudying to pleaſe thee in univerſal 
obzdience to thy bleſled will z which 
 deligns to employ thy Almighty 
* Power to make us fo great, fo happy, 

and fo glorious. And there is no 
Other reaſon,:1 ſee, why we are no - 
better affected towards thee, but be- 
cauſe our thoughts are exceedirigy 
. ſhort, and light and vain; and we fo 
ſeldom: conſider and deeply ponder, 
' What, weconfeſs, thou art, and in 

what relation we ſtand to thy Divine 
Majeſty. 

Vouchſafe therefore, O God of all 
grace, to awaken my ming to a more 
Iively and (tedfaſt remembrance of 
thee, my Creator, , my Redeemer, 
my daily Benefa&tor, and my moſt 
loving and tender-hearted Father, in 
Chriſt Jeſus. O that no day may pa(® 
without ſome ſerious and conſiderate 


N. 3 thoughts 


: 4 
Wie oh, 
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thoughts of thoſe things, which ſo 
nearly concern my everlaſting wel- 
fare. And by thy powerful preſence 
with me, enlighten my mind to a 
clearer ſenſe of them. Quicken and 
enliven that ſenſe, I humbly beſeech 
thee, and make it fo. ſtrong and mo- 
ving; that. it may preſs upon my heart 
and affections, til] it overcome me to 
ſurrender ſoul and body abſolately 
unto thee, 

Pardon all my former neglects of 
thee; and let them not hinder the- 
influences of thy holy Spirit upon me, 
by which I may be changed into thy 
Image and likenels, Sandifie my un- 
deritanding, that T may rightly con- 
ccive thy holy Truths, and fully ap- 
prehend them. SanQifie my memo- 
ry, that I may keep 1n mind all that 
I know of thee, and of thy bleſſed 
will revealed to us 1n Chriſt Jeſus, 
Sanctifie my will, that I may chear- 
fally embrace, and entirely conſent 
to thine, in all things. And ſanctifie 
all my aftections , that I may = 
thee 
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thee with all my heart, and foul, and 
ſtrength 3 and delight in thee more, 
than in all the contentments of this 
life 3 and hope more for thy glory, 
than all worldly pretermentsz and 
fear thee more than the greateſt Po- 
temate upon earth 3 and take more 
care for my ſoul and eternal things, . 
than fo-this body and all its momen- 


' tany pleaſures ; and hate all ſin more 


than my greateſt enemies ; yea, help 
me to love mine enemies; to do good 
to them that do evil to me; to bleſs 
them that curſe me, and pray for them- 
that deſpightfully uſe me. 

For which end, ſanQifie all my 
Paſltons 3 that I may be angry at no- 
thing ſo mucls, as that I have dil- 
pleaſed thee; and in an holy indigna- 
tion at my ſelf, and in revenge of my. 
tormer negligence and diſobedience, 
may be more {tri&t and ſevere in the 
performance of all my duty for the 
time to come. SanCtifie me through- 
out in body as well as ſpirit ; that [ 
may poſleſs it in holineſs and honour : 

N 4. and 
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and all my ſenſes may adminiſter oc- 
calions to my mind, to remember 
thee, to praiſe thee, and to bleſs thee, 
who every way fo liberally provideſt 
for me. Sandtifie all my converſation. 
with others, and all the employments 
of this life 3. that I may ſtill be hea- 
venly minded, and have a reſpect to 
my laſt end, and everlaſting good, 
SanQifie all the bleſſings of health, 
and ſtrength, and peace, and plenty, 
and friends; yea, and all the croſles. 
and afflictions of this life 3 that they 
may make me more ſerious and con- 
fiderate , and help more perfeRtly to- 
purifie my ſpirit, and diſpoſe me for 
the happineſs of the other world, 

| Raiſe me, O Lord, to ſuch an ex- 


ceeding great delight in theſe holy 


thoughts and meditations 3 and en- 
tertain me with ſuch a bliGful ſenſe 
of thee, when I addreſs my (elf unto 
thee , that I may. rather be unwilling 
to depart from thy preſence , than 
weary of converſing with thee. And. 
when I return to my other employ- 
ments 


ſerious Conlideration. 273 


| ments again, O that my mind may be 

-p | often looking back towards thee, my 
e, | God, my exceeding joy 3 defirous to 
{4 | be always with thee, and longing to 
n. | enjoy thee in unchangeable love and 
its | perfect likeneſs:to thee : Unto which 
13- | Hmoſt humbly beſeech thee to bring 
Oo | me, for thy mercies ſake declared in 
1, | Chriſt Jeſus, who. lives for ever. to. 
make interceſſion for us. Amer. 


" HE better to preſerve 4:conſtant: 
- ſenſe of God. in the mind, and 
plows diſpoſitions in the heart : Here 
follow certain ſhort Ejaculations (as we 
are wort to call them ) in which , upon 
everal occaſions, any man may lift up 
his ſoul to God : And if he do it fer- 
vently, may find it of great effe®. 


EFACULATIONS. 


When he awakes in the Morning, he 
may ſay, 


' Laid me down and ſlept 5, I awaked, 
for the Lord ſuſtained me, Plal.3.5, 
How precious alſo are thy thoughts 
unto me, O God £. how great 3s the 
ſum of them 8 If I would count them ; 
they are more in number than the ſand : 
MR when 1 awake, I am ſiill with thee, | 
: Pſal. 139. 17, 18, 


When 


© 
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When he is dreſling himſelf. 


O how beautiful is the ornament 
of a pure, humble, meek, patient and 
charitable ſpirit ! Help me, O God, 
to put on the Lord Feſizs, in theſe and 
all other virtues. 


When he goes into the Church, or 
his Cloſer. 


My h2art is fixed, O God, my heart 
is fixed : [ will ſing and give praiſe, 
Plal.- 57. 7. 


When he begins any buſineſs. 


Aly help comth from the Lord, which 

made beaven and earth, Plal. 121. 2. 
The Lord Feſus Chriſt be with my 
ſpirit, 2 Tim. 4. 22. 


When 


When he goes forth of his doors. 


Hold thou up my goings in thy paths, 
that my footſteps ſlip not , Plal, 17. 5. 
Order my ſteps in thy word : and let 
ot. mine iniquity have dominion over 
te, 119.133. Give thy. Angels charge 
over me, to keep me in all my ways, 
91. Fi. 


When he walks abroad, and beholds. 
all things round about him, he may 
{ay as It is N/al. 104. 24. 


O Lord,how manifold are thy works ! 
in wiſdom haſt thou made them all: the 
earth is full of thy riches, &c. 


At Meals. 


O taſte and ſee that the Lord 3s good, 
He filleth our hearts with food and glad- 
neſs, Plal. 24. 8. Aﬀts 14. 17. 

Bleſſed be the Lord, who daily load- | 
eth us with benefits, Pal. 68. 19. 


At | 
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At Candle-light. 
Lord, lift thou up the light of thy 


countenance upon #8, Plal. 4.6. Or, 
God be merciful unto #5, and bleſs 
us , and cauſe his face to ſhine upon ws, 


Plal. 67. I. 
When he goes to Bed. 


I will both lay me down in peace and: 
ſieep : for thou, Lord, only makeſt me 
dwell in ſafety, Pal. 4. 8. | 

He that keepeth me doth not ſlumber. 
The Lord is my keeper : The Lord is 
my defence , who neither ſlumbers, nor 


fleeps, Pfal. 121. 4, 5. 
In the Night-ſeaſon. 


O happy fouls, that reſt ot day nor 
night, ſaying , Holy, holy, holy, Lord 
God Almighty, which was , which is, 
and is to came ! Rev. 4. 0. 


O 
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O great God ! the darkneſs hideth 
z0t from thee 3 but the night ſhineth as 
the day : the darkneſs and the light are 
both alike to thee, Pal. 139. 12. 

My ſoul ſhall be ſatisfied as with 
marrow and fatneſs ; and my mouth 
ſhall praiſe thee with joyful lips : when 
1 remember thee upon my bed, and me- 
ditate on thee in the night-watches. Be- 
cauſe thou haſt been my help ; therefore 
in the ſhadow of thy wings will I rejoyce, 
FIM. 63. 3; 64 7: 


On a Sick-bed, or in other affliG&i- 


ON. 


It 3s the Lord, let him do what ſeem» 
eth him good, 1 Sam. 3. 18, 

It 7s good that a man ſhould both 
bope, and quictly wait for the ſalvation 
of the Lord, Lam. 3. 26. 

Bleſſed be the Lord for my long. 
continued health. and all his other 
benefits. Let the remembrance of 
thy former mercies refreſh my ſoul, 
and 


EFACULATIONS. 279 
and encourage my hope , and ſtreng- 
then my patience, with quiet refig- 
nation.of my ſelf to. thy good plea- 
ſure. 


At the point of Death. 


| 1 have waited for thy ſalvation, O 
Lord, Gen. 49. 18. 

Into thy hand , O Father, I com- 
mend my ſelf, who breathedſt into 
me the breath of Life, Lord Jeſws 
receive my ſpirit , which thou haſt re- 
deemed by thy precious bloud:, and 
ſanaified by the Holy Ghoſt. 


When he hears a Paſling-bel], 


Verily, every man at his beſt ſtate is 
altogether vanity, Pſal. 39. 5. 

O teach me jo to number my days, 
that 1 may apply my heart unto wiſdom, 
Plal. go. 12, 
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In a time of Plague. 


O Lord, corre us, but with judg- 
ment ; n0t in thine anger, leſt thou bring 
us to nothing,. Jer. 10, 24. 


In a time of W. ar 


O-Lord, ariſe, help us and deliver 
us for thy- Names fake. 

From: our enemies defend us, O 
Chriſt. Graciouſly look upon our. 


_ affliction... * 


King Aja cried unto God 1n this man- 
ner. when he was going to-give 
battel to a million of enemies. 


Lord, it is nothing with thee to help. 
whether wh many, or with them that 


| have. no power. Flelp us , O Lord ouri 


God, for we reſt on "wg and in thy 


Name go againit this me, 


2 Chron. 14. 1. 


In 


by Hh ENT, . 
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In any other publick Calamity. 


y 1 thy people,O Lord,and give not 
thy heritage to veprodch, Joel 2. 17, 


A great Offender may often ſay with 
the Prodigal. 


Father, I have ſinned againſt thee, 
and am no more worthy to be called thy 


fon. And with the Publican, 
Goa be merciful to me a ſinner, 


' Aﬀter any Mercy received, - 


What ſhall I render mmto the Lord, 
for all the benefits that he hath done un- 
fo me £ Plal. 116.12. 

Every day will I give thanks unto 
thee, and praiſe thy name for ever and 
ever, Plal: 145. I: 


I ſhall mention no more, becauſe 
I would not invite the Reader to 
make this ſort of Prayer too com- 
mon 
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mon. For by that means, it will be 
in danger to grow cold, and loſe its 
force and efficacy, by growing faſhio- 
nable, To that purpoſe I remember 
a devout Prelate of our own (Biſhop 
Hill) ſomewhere delivers his judg- 
ment about this matter. But if any 
1 one find that he can with profit turn 
> his thoughts this way, upon all occa- 
| flons; he may eaſily invent more Eja- 
culations. The meaſure of them is, (as 
that forenamed perſon ſpeaks) ro prc- 
ſerve our hearts in a conſtant , tender 
and godly diſpoſition which ſhall be 
further aFuated upon all opportunities, 
by the exerciſe of our mare enlarged and 
fixed devotions. 
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4 Prajer for Submiſſion to God, iz 
raſe of any great loſs in a man's 
Eſtate, Relations or Friends. 


Moſt Holy , holy, holy 3 the 
Supreme Lord and Governour 
of the world : who art unſearchable 
in thy Wiſdom, unſpotted in thy Ju- 
ſtice, and irreſiſtible in thy Power 3 
whoſe goodneſs hath no bounds, but 
what thy wiſe and holy will gives un- 
to it ; and art immutable in theſe and 
all other perfeQions, the great God, 
moſt bleſſed for ever. It is molt rea- 
ſonable and agreeable to our nature, 
molt profitable and convenient to our 
intereſt, moſt ſatisfactory and ſuitable 
- to our wiſeſt choice, by an abſolute 
and quiet ſubmiſſion in all things to 
thy Sovereign Wiſdom, Juſtice and 
Goodneſs, to declare our fear and re- 
verence of thee : our unteigned love 
to thee, and deſires to pleaſe thee ; 
our truſt and confidence in thee and 
ready diſpoſition to obey thee. 

Thou 
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Thou art too great , I know, to 
delight in grieving us thy poor crea- 
turesz and haſt other ways of pro- 
curing thy own pleaſure, than by our 
miſery, pain and torment. And 
therefore, in a full perſwaſion of thy 
unerring Providence over us, and 11- 
fiaite Charity towards us, I here moſt 
humbly and freely reſign all my 
thoughts and deſires unto: thee ; 
ſubmitting my ſelf entirely to thy 
Orders, and reſolving by thy gract- 
ous aſhiltence to reſt contented with 


whatſoever thou appointeſt, The 
"Job 1, 21. 
be the Name of the Lord. Bleſſed be 


| Lord gave, and the Lord 
bath taken away 5 bleſſed 


thy Name, who haſt continued to me 
ſo long , the enjoyment of ſo many 
good: things, Blefled be thy Name, 
that I had any thing to part withal, 
whereby I may teſtifie my faith in 
thee, and affe&ion to thee. Bleſſed 
be thy Name , that I have any of the 
comforts of this life- (till remaining, 
and that they are not all taken away 
from. 


Submiſſion to God's Will, 285 


from me. . I have nothing too great, 
or too dear to be reſigned to thee: 
from whoſe bounty. I received all I 
have ; and who art my beſt, and my 


_ eternal friend. 


O that no repining thoughts may 
ariſe in my heart, to diſorder and diſ- 
compoſe my duty towards thee, or 
towards my neighbour. But help me 
rather to think wherein 1 have offen- 
ded thee, and carefully to amend it ; 
to place my affections more ftedfaſily 
on thoſe unmoveable things which 
are above 3 to lay up my treaſure and 
hope in heaven 3 and to prepare my 
{clf, by perfefting my purity , and 
thankfulneſs, and patience, and all 
other virtues, to be tranſlated thither, 
where our life 1s hid in thee with 
Chriſt Jeſus. - 7 

I thank thee, O Father of Mercies, 
that thou haſt given us ſuch everlaſt- 
ing conſolation, through, thy.. Grace, 
in him. Every day will I bleſs thee, 
and I will praiſe thy Name for ever 
and ever; for thoſe exceeding great 
and 
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and precious promiſes which thou 


haſt given us to ſupport and comfort 
. us, In all the troubles of this life, In- 
creaſe my faith, ſtrengthen and com- 


firm my hope; lift up my ſpirit con- 
tinually to that bleſſed place where 
Jeſus 18: that I may rejoyce in hope 
of that immortal life , when all tears 
ſhall be wiped from our eyes , and 
there ſhall be no ſighing nor ſorrow 
+ Thi clauſi to NY ores but we[ * who 
be uſed only in ATE NOW parted afunder] 
the loſs of ſhall meet together to 
- _ or k- acknowledge, with eter- 

; nal praiſes, thy wiſe and 
merciful providence, which by ways 
molt contrary to our deſires hath 
brought us to endleſs and undiſturb- 


:ed blifs. 


Thon knoweſt, O Lord, the weak- 


.nef and frailty of our nature, and 


therefore vouchſafe me the conſtant 
affiſtence of 'thy good Spirit, ( for 


which I depend upon thee) to enable 
me to continue in this humble, quiet 


and dutiful ſubmiſhon to thee : wait- 
| ing 
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ing for that peaceable and- joyful re- 
poſe, in the eternal reſt which thou 
haſt prepared for thy People, through 
thy mercies in Chriſt Jeſus: By whom 
all glory , honour, love and obedi- 
ence be rendred to thee, by me and 
all mankind, both now and for ever. 
Amen. 


_— 


Dn 


A Prayer which a pious Soul may uſe, 
that is full of doubts, and much trou- 
bled 1n mind. 


Lord, the Father 

of mercies, and the 
God of all comfort. I acknowledge 
and adore thy eternal Power , Wl- 
dom and Goodneſs. I render thee 
my molt hearty thanks for all the be- 
nefits thou haſt freely beſtowed on 
me, from my firſt coming into the 
world until this time. Mary, O Lord 
my God, are thy wonderful works which 
thou haſt done, and thy thoughts, which 


are 


2 Cor. 1. 3. 
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are to is ward , they cannot be reckon- 
ed up in order unto thee : 
Plal-40-58 if 1 would declare and 
ſpeak of them, they are more than can be 
numbred. Above all I bleſs thee for 
that great demonſtration of thy love 
and good will to Mankind 1n Chriſt 
Jeſus, whom thou haſt ſent into the 
world to fave ſinners : and for bring- 
ing me to theclear knowledge of him, 
faith in him, and ſome love, I hope, 
towards him, and unfeigned affection 
to thy holy will, declared to us in his 

bleſſed Goſpel. | 

O God, thou haſt taught me from 
my youth up, and hitherto been mar- 
vellouſly gracious to me. Hide not, 
I beſeech thee, thy face now from 
-me'; and put not thy ſervant away 
in diſpleaſure.  - Thou haſt been my 
help,” leave me not 3 neither forſake 
me,:.O God of my ſalvation. But for 
Jeſus Chriſt hisfake, I humbly intreat 
rhee (to. pardon and paſs -by all my 
neglects of thee, and unthankfulneſs 
to thee , and offences againſt thee. 
, And 
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And as I here ſincerely devote and 
dedicate my whole ſelf, ſoul and bo- 
dy, to thy ſervice; ſo help me, O 
my God , and further me in the per- 
formance of my duty, by the grace of 
thy holy Spirit. To thee all hearts are 
open, and from thee no ſecrets are 
hid : deal with me according to the 
earneſt deſire and full purpoſe of my 
ſoul, to conform my {elf in all things 
to thy holy Will. 

Settle in me an unmoveable faith 
in thy infinite Mercies,a conſtant love 
and chearful aftection to my duty,and 
a readineſs of heart to obey thee, and 
to ſubmit to thy wiſe appointments in 
every condition. The whole earth 
is full of thy Mercy : thou openelſt thy 
hand and fatisfieſt the deſire of every 
living thing : O refuſe not the hum- 
ble delires of my poor ſoul, which 
gaſpeth after thee, even as the thirſty 
land. Thou who givelſt to the beaſts 


| their food, and to the young ravens 
| When they cry; O fatisfhie me early 
| With thy Mercies, that I may rejoyce 


atk 
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and be glad all my days. Compoſe 
my broken and diſturbed thoughts, 
quiet my troubled and diſordered ſpi- 
rit; and appeaſe all the ragings and 
tumults there, by a ſweet ſenſe of 
thy moſt tender mercies, which have 
been ever of old, and endure conti- 
nually. 

Baniſh from me all cauſleſs fears 
and jealouſtes ; deliver me from all 


unprofitable ſadneſs and dejections of 


ſpirit 3 keep me from raſh judging of 
my ſelf, and much more from charg- 
ing thee fooliſhly. Beſtow upon me 


a chearful ſpirit, by an humble hope 


in thee 3 and by referring my ſelf 
wholly to thee. Endue me with 
{ſuch wiſdom and uprightneſs, that I 
may neither neglect my duty, nor ſu- 
ſpe& thy gracious acceptance of me. ! 
Give me an hearty zeal to do the beſt 
that I am able; and a fetled perſwa- | 
ſion that thou requireſt no more of F 
me. 

Dctend me, O my gracious God, 
from diſhonouring thee, and my Re- 
| Iigion 5 || 
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ligion 5 by diruſting thy goodnels, 
and calling ty loving kindneſs 
geſtion towards thoſe that ATE fin- 
cerely bent tO pleaſe theE- Remove all 
troubleſome imag1nations from me 
and give Me A clear underſtanding of 
thee, and of MY elf. Or when | am 


by thee > but to reflect up thy long 
continued favours to me and Many 
Jeliverances of ME 3 that ſo 1 may TE- 
ſolve {till to HOPS 1?! thee, to bear MY | 
preſent trouble patiently » and to re- 
fign my will abſolutely tO thy good 
plealure. And , good Lord, enable 
me to look beyond theſe Clouds , t® 
that bleſſed [tate whither MY Saviour 
3s gone 5 N which there 15 NO dark- 
neſs at all: and 10 an humble nope of 
coming to the Gme place WRETE he 
is, to content mY (ef with any con 
Jition whillt 1 am here , {o far TE” 
more from tat Region of light and 
glory: 

O 2 Hear 
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Hear me, moſt loving and merciful 
Father , -I moſt humbly beſeech thee. 
Pity my great dulneſs and deadneſs 
of heart. Strengthen my weak and 
feeble endeavours. Support my faint- 
ing ſpirit, and cauſeit humbly to hope 
in thee for ever. Corfirm and eſtabliſh 
every good thought, deſire and pur- 
poſe which thou haſt wrought in me. 
Perfe& that waich thou haſt begun, 
Make me to grow in wiſdom, faith, 
love, .and willing obedience. Conduct 
me hereafter ſo evenly and ſteadily, 
fo peaceably and quietly, fo cheartul- 
ly and ſecurely in thy ways; that [ 
may glorifie thee whillt I live, by en- 
couraging others to accompany me in 
thy ſervice. And whenI come to die, 
may reſign my ſoul unto thee with an 
undiſturbed mind 3 and in an holy 
hope alſo of a joyful reſurreCtion of 
the body, at the great day of the Lord 
Jefus 3 to whom be glory and domi- 


nion for ever. Amen. 


are troubled i» Vid. 253 


5 4 Prayer to be ſaid by others for one 
that is troubled iz Mind. 

F L | 
God, the only nope, the Re- 


. fuge, the Comfort and fatisfa- 
Fon of our ſouls: Ot whole good- 
ne and tender mercy ali the. world 
hath ſo many teſtimonies, and we 
our: ſelves have had ſuch long experi- 
ence, that we are encouraged there- 
by, though moſt unworthy, to make 
this humble addrels to thy Divine 
Majelty. 

Thou ſeeſt, we know, and piticſ: 
the miſery and torment of this afflict- 
ed ſpirit 5 none of his 
* lighs or groanings are 
hid from thee : But to expole alſo our 
charity and compailionate concern- 
ment for him, we are bold to recom-_ 
mend him to thy favour, as a great 
object of the bowels of thy mercy, 
which are in Chriſt Jeſus. 

O 3 Ve 


* Or her. 
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We ought indeed, above all things, 
to admire thy moſt wiſe goodnefſs, 
which hath ſet forth hin 
to be a propitiation, 
through faith in his bloud ;, and invited 
even the greateſt ſinners to return un- 
to thee and live, Bleſſed, eternally 
bleſſed , be thy great and glorious 
grace, Whici bath ſent us ſuch glad 
tidiogs of peace and reconciliation, 
and aſſured hope ; that if we obe- 
dicntly believe thy Holy Goſpe], 
thou wit ve merciful to 
our fins, and remember 
our iniquities no more, O Father of 
inercies, who openeſt the eyes of the 
blixd , and raiſeſt them 
that are bowed down ;, 0- 
52, the eyes of this thy ſervant, that 
he may ſee thy marvellous love re- 
vealed in Chriſt Jeſus. Touch his 
ſpirit with ſuch a poweriul ſenſe of 
it, that he may both heartily and 
abſolutely conſent to be governed 
by thy Laws, and likewiſe be revi- 
ved with a comfortable belief of the 

truth 


Rom. 3. 25- 


Heb. 8. 12. 
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truth of all thy precious promiſes. 

Free him from all confuſion of 
thoughts, and beſtow on him a clear 
and diſtin&t apprehenſion of all things 
belonging to his peace. And as thou 
haſt wrought in him a fear of thy Di- 
vine Majeſty, and many holy deſires 
after the; and perſwaded him, we 
hope, to be willing in all things to 
live godlily : So poſſeſs him with an 
humble belief that thou wilt always 
enable him to do accordingly 3' and 
never fail to ſtrengthen him agaialt all 
the power of the enemy , till he hath 

ot the vicory, and triumphs in hope 
of thy ſalvation. 

Raiſe up his ſpirit , molt mighty 
Lord by the power of a moſt (trong 
faith in thine Omnipotent Goodnels : 
which delights to cheriſh the lealt 
oaſpings and pantings 1n us after true 
righteouſneſs. Bear him up by this. 
above all the clouds wherein he is 
encompaſled, into a clear heaven of 
light and joy. Quiet and appeaſe al] 
his tumultuous paſſions, that he may 

O 4 filently 
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filently liſten to thy _ in thy holy 

Goſpel, ſaying 3 Come 
unto me all ye that labour, 
and are heavy laden, and 1 will give 
you reft. 

Thou who ſearcheſt - the hearts, 
knowelſt that he unteignedly ſubmits 
timfelf to the yoke of thy Laws. It 
is the preſent grief and affliction of his 
ſoul, that he 1s no more perfefiy ſub- 
jet to it. O reireſh him with the 
beiief, that thou art more deſirous 
than he, that there ſhould be a per- 
fe reconciliation of his very nature 
and diſpotttion to tnce ; and that 
therefore thou wilt not deny. him the 
ailtſtance of thy mighty grace to help 
him to fulfi! thy whole good will and 
Plecafure. 

O that he may take courage from 
this hope to begin to do thy willz and 
continuing in well doing , and grow- 
ing. more and more in ſtrength and 
power to perform his duty, he may be 
delivered from all {laviſh fears, and 
zealoulies , and diſtruſt of thy divine 

good- 


Matth. 31. 28. 


þ 
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goodneſs. Eſpecially keep him from 
deſpair of thy mercy , as the greateſt 
diſhonour to thee, and to thy abun- 
dant grace in the Lord Jeſus. 

O thou who did{(t invite even thote 

great ſinners, who by wicked hands 
took and crucified thy dear 
Sor , to repent and be bap- 
tized for the remilſzon of ſins : lift up 
this dejected ſoul to an humble con- 
fidence in thee, that thou wilt not de- 
ny him the ſame mercy. And as thou 
haſt (worn that thou haſt no pleaſure 
in the death of the wicked, but that 
he ſhould turn from his evil way and 
live: fo be pleaſed, bleſſed God, to 
make him ſen(ſtbly feel his ſoul 15 turn- 
ing to thee z ſince he can find no com- 
fort and ſatisfaction , but only 12 thy 
love and favour, which he eltecms 
vHetter than life 1t ſe!f, 

And that he miy obtain tny par- 
don, help him from &:5 42 wt ro jor» 
give every ome that huth 
treſpaſſed ag4infs him. Ang 
if he have tt; mn any thing Lux: :: 
() £ 


ACt."2. 23, 38. 
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from any man wrongfully , grant him 
grace to reſtore it to him: To give 

alms likewiſe of ſuch things 
| _ re uy as he hath, and to break off 
| re ſens by righteouſneſs,and 
his iniquities by ſhewing mercy to the 
poor 3, that thou who art rich in mer- 
cy, may it be favourable un. 
to him, and he may ſee thy 
face with joy. 

Hear us, good Lord, and give eve- 
ry of us grace to walk exactly, and to 
|  _ keep pure conſciences, void of offence, 

towards thee, and towards all men : 

that ſo we may live and die 1n peace 3 
fit looking for thy mercy in Chriſt Jeſus 
Il unto. eternal life, Azverr. 


Job 33: 26. 


Another 
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Another for a Perſon in the ſame con- 
dition. 


Lord, the Father of ſpirits, the 
Lover of our fouls : who art 
leaſeſt beſt in our love and hearty 
affeRion to thee 3 and would(t have 
us delight our ſelves in the thoughts 
of thee, and rejoyce continually in 
thy holy Name. Give us leave to ren- 
der our humble thanks to thy Divine 
Majeſty , for this knowledge which 
thou haſt given us of thy ble{ſed Na- 
ture; and in imitation of it, to re- 
commend with moſt fervent charity, 
this deſolate and afflicted foul to thy 
tender Mercies. . He 1s filled with 
trembling thoughts and frightful ap- 
prehenfions of thee. T he dread and 
terror of thy diſpleaſure hath over- 
whelmed his ſpirit , He 3s troubled, 
and bowed dn greatly ; 
he goeth monrning all the 
ary long. O that thou wouldit be 
pleaſed fo to repreſent thy ſelf unto 
An 


Plat. 3 2, 6, 
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him , that he may be poſleſled with 
the ſame fſenſe- which thou haſt 
wrought in our minds that tho art 
Love, and deſfireſt to be loved , and 
chearfully ſerved by all that worſhip 
thee. 

Thou haſt graciouſly wrought in 
him already a fenfe of his duty to- 
wards thee. Great ſorrow over- 
flows his Soul for his negletts of 
thee, and offences againſt thee. And 
out of this depth he ſighs and groans 
and cries unto thee with earneſt de- 
fires and purpoſes to live more holily 
for the time to come. Awaken his 
mind, good Lord, to very ſenſible and 
thankful refleftions upon this grace 
which thou haſt-begun to ſhew him. 
Bleſs all the pious counſels and in(tru- 
Rtons which thou likewiſe vouchſa- 
feſt unto him, to the encouraging of 
his hope 1n thee, that thou who hajt be- 
gun a good work in him, 
wilt perfect it even antil 
Ecolnl. 2. 192, the day of Jeſus Chriſt. Res 

member him that as thy 


Philip. 14's, 
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Majeſty is, ſo is thy mercy < and that 
thy power delights to ſhew it ſelf. in 
doing good unto thy creatures 3. e- 
ſpecially to the humble, the thankfu], 
and the willing perſons who are rea- 
dy to ſubmit themſelves to thy bleſſed 
Wall. 

O that this divine faith may. baniſh 
all thoſe fears that drive him from 
thee : and that he may rather fear leſt 
he ſhould offend thy Divine Majelty, 
by not confiding 1n thoſe promiles of 
mercy, . which thou haſt made,in thy 
Holy Goſpel to all returning -f1nners. 
O that all his thoughts and care here- 
after may only be to make his purpoſe 
of pleaſing thee 1n all things, ſerious, 
hearty and unfeigned : believing that 
thou wilt graciouſly accept ſuch holy 
reſolutions, and certainly further and 
ſuccced them. as the effect of thine 
own 1nſpirations. | 

Suffer not his ſpirit to be oppreſled 
under the ſenſe of his great weak... 
neſs; or diſcouraged , though he fall 
ſhort of his preſent holy defires, pur- 
poſes 


DS OS hates © 
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poles and endeavours : but bear him 
up in a ſtrong perſwafion, that by 
ſincere, conſtant and unwearted di- 
ligence in well doing, he ſhall at laſt 
obtain the viqory; through the pow- 
er of thy holy Spirit aſfiſting of him. 
Make him fee how reaſonable it is 
moſt gratefully to acknowledge thy 
infinite Mercies, if after much pains, 
many conflids and long patience , he 
may recover a ſtate of friend{hip with 
thee, That ſo he may not ſpend his 
time in dejeced complaints, nor ever 
faint in his mind , or deſpond 1n the 
Chriſtian courſe : but ſtill purſue the 
compleat maſtery over himſelf, 1n al- 
ſured hope that thou wilt be with 
him, and-never leave him or forſake 
him. 

We bleſs thee for that inſtance of 
thy exceeding grace to the chiefeſt of 
ſinners, which thou gaveſt in thy ho- 
ly Apoſtle of us Gentiles : Who was 4 
blaſphemer, and a perſecu- 


+ Tim.1.13,16. "IE 
m tor, and WJUYI0HT 5 but 


for this cauſe obtaine4 mercy, that in 


h:548 
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him Chriſt Jeſus might ſhew forth all 
long-ſuffering , for a pattern to thens 
which ſhould hereafier believe 6n him to 
life everlaſting. 

Above all we bleſs thee for our 
Lord Jeſus himſelf , whom thou ſent- 
eſt in our fleſh, that he might ſave ſin- 
ners. We bleſs thee for all the mira- 
culous cures which he wrought on 
miſerable creatures, whereby he de- 
monſtrated his great charity towards 
us : For the gracious proclamation 
he hath made of thy pardoning mer- 

cy : and for the univerſal invitation 
which he hath-given to every one, 
that is a-thirſt to come 

and take the waters of af Rev. 22, 17. 
reely. 

We thank thee for his 1 Joh. 2. 2. 
death upon the Crofs, Luk. 23. 34- 
that he might make a ,g,. ., 
propitiation for the fins _ 
of the whole world : for 2? 0%": 5: 18. 
his great love in praying Math. 26. 28. 
then for his bittereſt ene- Feb. 7. 25. 
mies, that they might be © * 17 

forgiven : 
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forgiven : for his reſurre- 
cion and. exaltation at 
thy right hand-, fo be a Prince and 2 
Saviour , to give repentance, and for- 
giveneſs of fins : And that he hath 
given to his Apoſtles, the Miniſtry of 
reconciliation 5 and admitted us into 
a Covenant of mercy and forgiveneſs, 
by Baptiſm-into his Name 3 and hath 
ieft us the Cup of bleſſing , which 
is the new Covenant in. his Bloud 
for the remiſſion of ſins 5 and pi- 
ven power and authority to his Mi- 
niſters to abſolve all thoſe who hear- 
tily repent, and unfeignedly believe 
his holy Goſpel. We thank thee, O 
Lord , for the allurance we have 
that be lives for ever to make interce(- 
fron for us , and is able to ſave to the 
ultermost all thoſe that com? to thee 
by him : and that he 7s a merciful and 
faithfa! FHigh-Prieſt , to make recon- 
ciliation for the fins of the ove) > be- 
ing toucheth with 4 feebin: 2 of all our 
mtſeries. 

We cannot doubt, © blclied Ged, 

OL 


Heb. 4. 15: 
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of thy gracious intentions and defires 
to pardon us, and to make us better, 
when we ſeriouſly meditate on all 
theſe teſtimonies of thy Divine love ; 
and on that eafie and gentle yoke, 
which thou layeſt on us, to love thee 
with all our heart, and our neighbour 
as our ſelves: and on the promiſed 
alliſtance which we have hopes of 
from above, to inſpire, enliven,, and 
ſtrengthen us, to all well doing, and 
patient ſuffering. 

O that this languiſhing. Soul may 
likewiſe feel the comfortable influ- 
ence of all theſe heavenly Truths re- 
viving and chearing his ſptrit into a 
g00d hope in thee; that thou wilt 
mercifully accept the oblation which 
he 1s willing to make of himſelf to 
thee, and alſo-conſtantly enable him 
to offer himſelf with greater affecti- 
on and more pure devotion to thy 
ſervice, Scatter all the clouds that 
darken his mind , and lift upon him 
the light of thy countenance. O give 
him ihe comfort of thy help again, 


anc 
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Plul. $1.12, ard eſtabliſh him with thy 
free Spirit. Quicken him, 
143- IDs O Lord, for thy Names 
WO ſake © for thy righteouſneſs 
85. 6. ſake bring his ſoul out of 
trouble. Put gladneſs into 
2 Thell. 11 1t% hz; heart, and revive hins 
1 Tim. 1.14 again; that he and we may 
rejoyee in thee, Amen 
Amen, O God of all grace ; f#'fil in 
hint all the good pleaſure of thy good- 
22eſs, and the work of faith with power : 
that the name of our Lord may be glori- 
fied in him ; according to that grace 
which was exceeding abundant , with 
faith and love which is in Chriſt Jeſus 3 
To whom be glory and praiſe for ever 
and ever. Amen. 


IV hen 
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WW Hen ſickneſs arreſts any perſon, 
it is time for him preſently in 
the very beginning of it to ſearch and 
try his ways 3 ſorrowfully to confeſs the 
fins of which he finds himelf guilty, with 
2 full purpoſe of amendment ;, to adviſe 
with his Spiritual Guide ; and before 
his ſpirit be feeble and broken, to recom- 
mend himſelf heartily to our bleſſed $a- 
viour, by recriving the Communion of his 
Body and Bloud ; therein making a 
commemoration of his wonderful love, 
and devoting himſelf again to his ſer- 
vice : And having ſet his Houſe in or- 
d.r (as the Prophet ſaid to Hezekiah, 
Ia, 38. 1.) ard ſetled his eſtate, to ac- 
knowledge G O D's great goodneſs to 
bim hitherto, and to ſubmit himſelf whol- 
ly to his good pleaſure , in ſuch manner 
as followeth. 
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A Prayer in the beginning of a Sick- 
nels. 


Lord, the Sovereign of thz- 
world 3 who doi# what thou 
pleaſeſt in beaven and in 
earth;and delighte\t moſt 
1n acts of bounty, as all thy works 
every where declare ; and art f4/ 
of compaſſzon and mercy, 
long- ſuffering and very pi- 
tiful, and forgiveſt ſins, and ſroeſt in 
time of affliFion, I acknowledge my 
felf among the reſt of thy Creatures, 
to be molt deeply indebted to thee : 
whole life thou haſt prolonged to 
this time in much health, plenty and 
peace ; together with the enjoyment 
of ſpiritual bleſlings in the Lord Jeſus, 
I thank thee, and praiſe thee, all that 
Is within me bleſles thy Holy Name : 
to whoſe wiſe and good Providence I 
wholly refer my ſelf for the time to 
come ; placing my entire truſt and 


confidence in thy Almighty o_ 
neſs, 


Plal. 13s. 6. 


Eccluf. 2, 11. 
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neſs, Faithfulneſs and Truth, which 


endures for ever. 

I ought to receive with all thank- 
fulneſs whatſoever comes :irom thy 
hand 5 and believe that to be good 
for me, which thy infiaite Wiſdom 
and kindneſs orders aid allots for my 
portion. Accordingly I accept with 
all buinivle and dutiful aftetion, this 
thy fatherly chaſtiſement. I acknow- 
ledge thy care of me, and ſubmit to 
what thou wilt be pleaſed to lay upon 
me. If thou thinkeſt good to exer- 
ciſe me with a longer ſickneſs, and to 
let the preſent indiſpoſition of my bo- 
dy , proceed to a greater diforder 
not my will, but thine, O heavenly 
Father, be done. 

[ only wait on thee for the comfor- 
table preſence of thy holy Spirit, to 
ſupport my ſoul by faith, and hope, 
and patience , under all the pains I 
may endure. Lay no more upon me, 
O Father of mercies, than I ſhall be 
able to bear ; and lay upon me what 
thou pleaſeſt, Free me, for the pre- 


ſent, 
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ſent from all murmuring and repining 
thoughts ; and for the future , make 
the ſickneſs and anguiſh of my body, 
a bleſſed inſtrument to purge my ſpi- 
rit more perfectly from all pride and 
vanity , from all covetouſneſs and 
worldly-mindedneſs, and from all in- 
ordinate love of any of the pleaſures 
of this life. 

I believe, O bleſſed Jeſus, that thou 
liveſt for ever, who ſufferedſt and 
died(t for us : and that thou haſt a 
great compaſſion towards thoſe, who 
would gladly follow thee , though it 
be through ſufferings, Behold, O 
Lord, I commend my (elf to thy migh- 
ty Love, deſiring above all things to 
be made conformable to thee,in meek- 
neſs, in humility, 1n patience, in entire 
reſignation to God's holy will and 
pleaſure, and in perfett ſatisfaCftion in 
his Fatherly love and kindneſs, what- 
ſoever my condition be. 

[ am ſenlible, O God, that I have 
not employed my time to the utmoſt - 
advantage of my ſoul, and to thy ho- 

nour 
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nour and glory 3 but have waſted ma- 
ny p_ _ , and ſeveral ways 
neglected my duty to- 7, 

wards thee *, and been tn 6 
but an unprofitable part 79 Pave con- 
of this _ \o hard _ | 
am not worthy to continue any long- 
erin it, But T hope thou wilt vouch- 
ſafe me thy gracious pardon, and re- 
ceive me to mercy, if thou calleſt me 
hence (for into thy hands, O Father, 
I commend my ſpirit , who haſt re- 
deemed me by the precious bloud of 
Jeſus Chriſt; ) And that if thou pro- 
longeſt my days on earth, I ſhall ferve 
thee with greater diligence and (trict- 
neſs, and zeal, and chearfulneſs to the 
end of my life. 

I defirenot to live, but that I may 
perfect holineſs in thy fear, and ſe- 
cure to my ſelf, by doing more good, 
an happy entertainment into the fo- 
ciety of the bleſſed , in the other 
world, 1 ſee already the emptineſs 
and inſufficiency of all enjoyments 
upon earth. Al! fleſh is graſs, and all 


the 
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Ila. 40.7 the goodlineſs of it , as the 

flower of the field. The 

RE graſs withereth, the flower 

fadeth : But thy Word 

ſtandeth faſt for ever. Fo thy ed there- 

fore, O Lord, and gracious promiſes, 

#5 my hope. This is my comfort in my 
affliFion. 

And my perfe& contentment, 1 ſee, 

| lies always in thy love and favour a- 

| lone, which 1s better than life it ſelf: 

| O ſettle me in a certain and unmove- 

able poſleſiion of it , by what means 

thou pleaſeſt. Do but love me, and 

preſerve me 1n a lively ſenſe of thy 

good-will towards me, and diſpoſe of 

me as thou thinkeſt good. In the 

multitude of my thoughts 

within me , thy comforts 

Rom. 5.22 ſhall delight my ſoul. 1 

8. 28 will rejozce even ir the 

| Plal. 23. 3» mialſt of tribulations, and 

| glory in thy holy name, who 

makeſt all things work to- 

gether for good to theme that love thee. 


' Thongh I walk through the ſhadow of 
death 


Pal. 94. 19. 


30. Io. 
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death, I will fear no evil ;, for thou art 
with me, thy power , and tender care, 
they ſhall comfort me. 

Accept, Good Lord, of theſe my 
deſires and reſolutions. Hear we, O 
God, and have mercy upon me. Lord, 
be thou my helper ; for Chriſt Jeſus 


his ſake, my ever bleſſed Redeemer. 


Amen. 


314 
I: will be ſeaſonable here to put the 


| Devont Reader in mind, that when: 
e is in difireſs, and deſires Mercy of 
GOD ; 7t ought to excite his charity 
#0 others that are in miſery, and diſpoſe 
him to ſhew mercy to them. For though 
that be not Canonical Scripture which 
we read, Tob. 12. 9g. Alms doth deli- 
ver from death 3 yet this 3s ; With 
the merciful, GOD will ſhew him- 
ſelf merciful. (P/al. 18. 25.) Bleſſed 
1s he that conſidereth the poor 3 the 
 Lordwilldetiver him in time of trou- 
ble. (Pal. 41. 1, 2, 3.) If he do not 
preſerve him and keep him alive ; et 
the Lord will ſtrengthen him upon 
the Bed of languiſhing 3; he will make 
all his bed in his fickneſs. Therefore 4s 
thou recommendeſt thy ſelf to G OD, 
and deſireſt others to pray with thee, [0 
remember that , Prayer is good with 
faſting, and alms, and righteouſneſs, 
Tob. 12, 8. 


rebukes  doſt corre® man 
for ' iniquity , thou makeſt 
-his beauty to conſume away like a moth : 
Sarely every man is vanity. 

' But ſo-great is thy condeſcending 
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A Prayer to be ſaid by the Family, with 
| the Sick perſon. 


Lord, the Father of our ſpirits z 
who giveſt to us and all crea- 

tures, life and breath , and all things. 
We, ſinful duſt and aſhes, bluſh to 
lft up our eyes unto Heaven, when 
we confider our vaſt diſtance from 
thee 3 and refle& upon thy unſpotted 
holineſs, and our impurity ; thy in- 
finite wiſdom, and our wretched fol- 
ly-; thy power, and .our weakneſs ; 
thy Eternity of life, and our ſhort 
continuance. We are but of yeſterday, 
and know nothing, becauſe 7, g, ,, 
our days upon earth are 4 
ſhadow. - When thou with Pal. 35. 11. 


Job 25. 6. 


grace, that-thou haſt-afſured us thou 


wilt not deſpiſe ſuch Worms as we 


P 2 are, 
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are, Nay, thou haſt encouraged 
us, bleſſed be thy goodneſs, to ap- 
proach unto thee with ſome confi- 
dence, that thou wilt mercifully re- 
ceive us, though we have highly of- 
tended thy Divine Majeſty : Having 
ſent thy dear Son into the World to 
ſave ſinners; to purifie our natures ; 
to endue us with a divine underſtand- 
ng to ſtrengthen our weaknelis; and 
to comfort us with the hope of an im- 
mortal life. 

Behold.O Lord, the oblation which 
we make to thee of moſt: thankful 
hearts, devoted to thy ſervice : whoſe 
love and tender mercies have ſo ex- 
ceedingly abounded towards us. We 
will praiſe thee, and glorifie thee as 
long as we have any being , for this 
great ſalvation which Chriſt Jeſus 
hath brought tolight by his reſurreQi- 
on from the dead to an Eternal King- 
dom in the Heavens. We are humbly 
bold to hope in thee, that thou who 
haſt not ſpared thy own 
Sor, but delivered him up 


for 


Roms 8. 32s 
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for-u# all, wilt with hin alſo freely give 
#s all things. O thou Father of wer- 
cies, and God of all comfort, who haſt 
not thought a Crown of everlaſting 
Itfe and glory too much to promile us : 
we believe that thou wilt not deny 
us what is needful and fit for us, both 
for our ſouls and our bodies, in our 
paſJige through this world to that ho- 
nour, glory and immortality. 

In this. confidence we more parti- 
cularly recommend this thy lick ſer- 
vant. to thy infinite and molt compal- 
fionate mercy. Settle in _ 
his * ſoul a ſtedfaſt faith, ©" 
that thou doſt mot willingly grieve the 
children of m22n 3 but intendeſt good 
to him by this affliction. And now that 
other pleaſures and enjoyments fail 
him, repreſent thy ſelf etfeually un- 
to him, as his true happineſs and fatiſ- 
faction. Wherein ſoever he hath neg- 
lected thee, or committed any offence 
againſt thee, make hiz2 deeply ſenfi- 
ble of, and heartily ſorrowful tor, his 
folly. And as he earneſtly defires par- 

3 don 


I 
ll 
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don and forgiveneſs of thee; ſo work 
in hi a {crious refolution.to live more 
circumſpecly and exactly in time to 
come. Afiſt him graciouſly, O Lord, 
that he may give a proof of hzs fincere 
intentions hereafter to ſubmit himſelf 
1n all things to thy will , by /s pati- 
ent ſubmiſſion to thy fatherly corre- 
tion now. O that he may ſo quiet- 
ly, ſo meekly, ſo humbly and chear-+ 
fully refign his will unto thee, to-fuf- 
fer what thou inflicteſt ; that he may 
be the more diſpoſed readily to deny 
his own deſires, in doing whatſoever 
thou commandeſt, 
For which end make hi,z throughly 
apprehenſive of thy Sovereign power 
and authority over all creatures. Poſ- 
ſels him with a great reverence of thy 
wiſdom and juſtice; with an eatire 
confidence mn thy goodneſs and cha- 
rity 3 and with a thankful remem- 
brance of all thy paſt mercies to his, 
which have been innumerable. That 
ſo he may the better endure what thou 


layeſt upon. hzze at preſent 3. and ever 
| chuſe 
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chuſe to follow thy direQtons, and 
ſubmit to thy orders, and love thy 
commandments, and delight to do thy 
will, O God. | | 

Bleſs and ſucceed thole Remedies 
that are uſed, for the reſtoring hi» to 
his former health 3; that he may live 
to perform his holy purpoſes. Or if 
thou haſt otherwiſe appointed, accept 
of them graciouſly 3 and diſpoſe hins 
to. return back 4s ſpirit willingly un- 
to thee who gaveſt it 3 and withgreat 
humility and deep fenſe of his own 
undeſervings to expect thy mercy de- 
clared in Chriſt Jeſus, who hath fo 
highly merited of thee. Fix bis mind 
ſtedfaſtly upon him, who hath led the 
way through the grave unto heaven : 
that he may not be affrighted with 
the approaches of death ; but looking 
beyond it to that high and holy place 
where the Lord Jeſus is, may rejoyce 
in hope of thy eternal glory. 

And give every one of us in our 
beſt eſtate of health, to conſider per- 
petually how frail and weak we are. 

© 4 That 


\Tit. 2. 12. 
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That ſo we may not abuſe our ſelves 
by an intemperate uſe of any of the 
pleafures of ſenſe 3 nor load our minds 
with the cares of this life 3 nor ſpend 
our days 1n a vain purſuit of the ho- 
nour and glory of this world : But 
may paſs all the time of our 
fojourning here in fear; and 
hive ſo ſoberly , righteouſly 
and godlily, in this preſent world, as be- 
comes thoſe who expect ſhortly to give 
an account to thee , who wilt judge 
all men according to their works. 
Hear us, OLord, we moſt humbly 
beſeech thee, through Chriſt Jeſus our 
merciful and compaſſlionate High- 
Prieſt 3 who fits at thy righr hand, 
and lives for ever to makeInterceſſion 
for us. In whoſe Name we cominue 
to recommend our ſelves, and friends, 
and all thy people to thee, as he hath 
taught-us 3 ſaying. 


2 Pet. 1. 17. 


. Oar Father, &c. 
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A Shorter. 


E proſtrate our ſelves before 

thee, O Lord of heaven and. 
earth 5 acknowledging that we are 
but duſt and aſhes at the beſt, and 
have made our ſelves ſinful duſt and 
alhes ; utterly unworthy to ſpeak un- 
to thee. either for our felves, or for 
others. We moſt humbly and earneſt- 
ly beg-thy gracious pardon ; and be- 
leech thee, for Jeſus Chriſt hisſake, 
to accept of our unteigned ſorrow for 

| whats paſt, and of our fincere pur- 
poſes by thy graciousaſliſtance(which 
we know thou wilt not.deny us) to 
live more ſoberly.,. righteouſly and 
godly for the time to come. 

More particularly we implore thy: 
grace and favour towards this thy lick 
ſervant 3- 1n whom -we ſee how weak 
and. frail we. all are.. Work 1n #5 
* a true and-hearty re- 
pentance for all the (1ns 
hc hath committed, in thought, word 

; P 5 Or 


F Or her; 


322 Prayers for the Sick. 

_ ordeed, againſt thy Divine Majeſty. 
Give him a lively and ſtedfaſt faith in 
thy Son Jeſus, who died for our of- 
fences, and was raiſcd again for our 
Juſtification, Fill 4z#2 with a. revive- 
ing hope of that immortal life, which 
he hith purchaſed and promiſed; and 
with a powerful ſenſe of thy fatherly 
love to hire, and tender care over 
him, 1n the moſt aflited condition: 
Let hizs feel thou loveſt hi#-, by thy 
heavenly ſupports & comforts vouch- 
ſafed to him from above ; and by be- 
{towing on himz perfect patience, and 
abſolute ſubmiſſion to thee , during 
this (icknelſs, 

We know there is nothing: impoſ- 
fible with thee, but that if thou wilt, 
thou canſt raiſe hz, up,and grant him 
a longer continuance 1n this world. 
O that it may be thy gracious plea- 
ſure to reſtore hi2to us! may it pleaſe 
th:ie to ſave him2 and deltver hi-z, for 
thy goodneſs ſake, O:Lord:; Blefs all 
the means that are uſed {or þjs preſer-. 
vatic N, and make them effetual. Re- 
buke- 
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buke his diſeaſe by thy All-powerful 
Word, and command it to leave him. 
And in the mean time, help h:,2 meek. 
ly to reſign himſelf to thy wiſdom, and 
humbly to confide in thy loving kind- 
| neſs 3 and quietly to wait upon thee, 
for eaſe and refreſnment at preſent, 
_ for perfect health and ſtrength ar 
aſt. 

Which we earneſtly beſeech thee,in 

thy good time to beſtow upon 472, 
for the ſake of him who is the Reſur- 
refion and the Life, the Healer and 
Repairer of our decayed Nature, the 
Saviour both of Soul and Body, our 
compaſſionate Interceſſor with thee, 
who can have a feeling of all our In- 
firmities and Miſertes, and we believe 
is always ready to ſuccour thoſe who 
ia all their troubles -make him their 
Refuge : To whom , with thee, O 
Father Almighty , in the Unity of - 
the ſame eternal Spirit, be all honour 
and glory, thaakſgiving and praiſe, 
ſab miſſion and reverence, love and 


obſervance , chearful ſervice and 
hearty 
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hearty obedience, both now and for 
evermore. Amen. 


A Prayer to be ſaid by the Family or 
Friends, when a $icknels continues 
long. | 


Ehold,O Lord, thy poor unwor- 
thy ſervants, who here moſt 
humbly bow themſelves unto thee ; 
acknowledging that we deſerve not 
to live, nor to have the leaſt regard 
from thee in our diſtreſs, whom we 
ſo much neglected when we enjoyed 
our hearts deſire, Be merciful unto 
us, O Lord, be merciful unto us, for 
the ſake of him, who ſhed his own 
moſt precious Bloud for the ſalvation 
of returning ſinners. We come unto 
thee with ſorrowtul hearts, bewailing 
our fooliſh wandrings from thee; and 
with ſincere love, vowing more faith- 
fl obedience hereafter to thee. 
Blefled be thy Goodne(s, that we 
| have 
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have ſuch good hope thou wilt not 
caſt us off 3 but reſtore us again into 
thy grace and favour. It encourages 
us to hope in theeallſo for this thy ſick 
ſervant, here lying under thy hand in 
great weakneſs of body. Look gra- 
ciouſly upon him (or her) O Lord, 
and zow that his outward man is much 
decayed, ſtrengthen him, we beſeech thee, 
fo much the more by the grace of thy holy 
Spirit in his inward man. Give himun- 
feigned repentance for all the errors 
of h3s life paſt 3 a ſtedfaſt faith in thy 
Son Jeſus 3 a comfortable aſſurance of 
the truth of all his precious promiſes ; 
a lively hope of that immortal bliſs, in 
which he reigns for evermore ; and” 
a ſtrong ſenſe of thy fatherly love to 
him , and care over him, under this 
ſore and grievous afflittion : which 
may make hizz heartily love thee, and 
entirely confide 1n thee, and abſo- 
lately reſign both foul and body te 

thy wiſe diſpoſal. 
We know there 1s nothing too 
baxd for thee 3 but that, 1f thou wilt, 
thou 
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thou canſt bring hizz up, even from 
the Gates of Death , and grant hz a 
longer continuance among us. May 
it be thy good pleaſure, O moſt gra- 
ctous God , ſtill to continue hixz / 
Spare him, O Lord, and deliver hive 
alſo ſpeedily from this miſery, under 
which he hath ſo lang groaned. Bleſs 
all the means that are uſed for his re- 
covery ; and for the ſupport of his 
ſpirits, and giving 43 refreſhment, 
during this tedious ſickneſs. Releaſe 
him from his pain, or grant him ſome 
eaſe 3 or elſe increaſe and ſtrengthen 
his patience. Help him, 1n remem- 
brance of thy palt loving-kindnelſs, 
to truſt in thy goodneſs, and ſubmit 
tothy wiſdom, and bear with an e- 
qual mind , what thou thinkelſt fic to - 
lay upon him - that he approving 
himfelf to thee, in theſe and all other 
vertues , while thou tryelt hi, by fo. 
ſore an affliction 5 may ſay at the 
laſt, it was good for me that I was in 
trouble. 

Unto thy infinite Mercies we re- 
commend 
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commend hi-2 ; and to the compaſlio- 
nate kindneſs of our Lord Jeſus. Who 
we hope will hear all the prayers of 
his friends for his every where; and 
ſend his good Spirit to be his Com- 
forter, and his good Angels to be his 
Guardians and dire& thoſe who are 
to adviſe and preſcribe the means of 


_ &is re(tauration., and bring him ta 


praiſe thee again 1n the Aſſemblies of 
thy Saints on earth ; or, if thow: haſt 
otherwiſe diſpoſed in thy wiſe Coun- 
ſels, to praiſe thee in the great aſſem- 
bly of Saints and Angels in Heaven 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and 
only Saviour 5 to whom with thee 
and thy holy Spirit, be all praiſe, love 
and obedience , world without end. 
Amen. 


328 Prayers for the Sick. 


A Prayer to be ſaid by the Family or 
Friends, when the ſick, perſon wants 
{leep. | 


. Dored be thy Love, thy won- 
derful Love, O moſt gracious 
God , who haſt ſo many ways expreſ- 
ſed thy bounty towards us. Thy 
Mercies-in Chriſt Jeſus ſurpaſs all our 
thoughts, Nor are we able to-num- 
ber all the other bleſſings, thou haſt 
beſtowed on us. How much do we 
owe thee, for the quiet (ep of but 
one night ! We ſee in this thy poor 
affliged ſervant, how much we ought 
to-thank thee for this ſingle blefling ; 
that our eyes, when we would. cloſe 
them, are not held waking: 

Pardon, Good Lord , our foul'in- 
gratitude for this and all the reſt of 
thy undeſerved Mercies. And be 
pleaſed gracioully alſo to viſit him *, 
who {till languiſhes on 
his (ick bed 3 looking up 


to thee, from whom.cometh-our help. 
Renew 


F Or her. 


ts 
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Renew his waſted ſpirits with com- 
fortable ſleep. Compoſe him to a 
ſweet and undiſturbed reſt. Retreſh 
him thereby (o ſenſibly, that he may be 
reſtored to ſuch a degree of ſtrength, 
as may make him able, in ſome mea- 
ſure, affeQionately to acknowledge 
thy goodneſs, when thou haſt dealt 
ſo bountifully with 472. 

Or if thou delayeſt to beſtow that 
blefling on himz 3 O God, that in the 
multitude of his thoughts within þi-z, 
thy comforts may delight 43s foul. If 
he be ſtill toſſed upon a weariſom 


Bed without any reſt, O that bis 


mind may reſt and repoſe it ſelf in the 
boſom of thy deareſt love 3 and may 
feel the moſt ſenſible conſolations 
from Heaven, not only quieting, but 
greatly rejoycing hs heart. Preſerve 
the uſe of his underſtanding, and let 
the enemy have no advantage of hizz - 
But make him able to ſay, 1 will wait 
patiently for the Lord, till he 
incline his ear unto me, and 
bear my cry, 


Pſal. 40. I. 


O 
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O hear his prayer, O Lord, and give 
ear unto his cry, O ſpare 
ROT him that he may recover 
« ſtrength, before he go hence 
41nd be no more. | 
Amen , for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, 
Amen, 


A Prayer to be ſaid by the Family or 
Friends, when the ſick, perſon grows 
light headed. | 


Lord, look down from heaven 

in much pity and compaſſion, 
upon this thy afflicted Servant z who 
15 not able now to look up unto thee. 
- The ſadder hbzs * conditi- 

re MM grows, the fitter ob- 
jett it is of thy infinite tender mercies. 
Who accepteſt, we believe , of the 
Submiſſion he made of himſelf, in the 
beginniag of his ſicknels, to thy Al- 
mighty wiſdom and goodneſs : And 
therefore , ſince it is thy pleaſure to 


\uffer 
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ſuffer hzs diſtemper to proceed-to this 


dangerous extremity, wilt no leſs gra” 
cioully love him, and delight in him, 
than if he could ſtill give up himſelf to 
thy bleſſed will. 

And-hear, O-moſt merciful Father, 
our prayers in his behalf, Excite them 
allo, to a greater ardency than ever 
for him, now that he can no longer 
commend hizv/e/f to thy mercies. Par. 
don, Good Lord, pardon all /- fins, 
Empute not'to him any of bis former 
follies. Lay not to-4is charge his not 
improving, or any ways miſufing of 
his reafon and underſtanding. Which 
we earneſtly, but humbly intreat thee 
to reſtore to þ3»9, together with ſuch 
a meaſure of thy divine grace, as may 
quicken and aſh(t hi#2 then to employ 
his thoughts to the beſt purpoſes : e- 
ſpecially in meditating of thy mercies, 
in ſtudying thy praiſe, and.in exhort- 
ing all others to love thee, and truſt 
thee, and fincerely obey thee. 

And while he remains. thus depri- 


ved of his reaſon, be pleaſed to _ 
and 
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and compoſe his ſpirits, or to prevent 
All furious motions there , or quickly 
to abate ſuch violent paſſions, if any 
ariſe. For which end be- pleaſed to 
remove all frightful imaginations far 
from him: ; and ſuffer not the'evil one 
to approach him ; preſerve him from 
doing any harm, either to himſelf, or 
to any. other. Forſ/zke him ot, O Lord, 
Eg O our God, be not far from 
22. hin. * Make baſte to help 
him, O Lord our Salvati- 
Pal. 40. 17. or, He 3s poor and needy 
but the Lord thinketh on 
Pal. 18.9, him: Thou art our helper 
and deliverer, make no 
tarrying, O our God. So 
will we all give thanks unto thee for 
ever. We will be ſill praiſing thee 3 
and ſhewing forth thy loving kindneſs 
fo thoſe who ſucceed us. That they may 
fſet their hope in thee our God 5, and not 
forget thy works, but keep thy command - 
ments. 
Amen, Amen ; make us all ſo happy 
for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake. Amer. : 


Pfal. 79. 1:3. 
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A Prayer to be ſaid by any pious perſon 
for 4 Sick Neighbour. , Ys # 


Moſt gracious God, who by thy 
| Son, Jeſus haſt knit us all toge- 
ther in one body; that we ſhould love 
one another 3 and whether one member 
ſuffer, all the members ſhould ſuffer with 
it 5 or one member be honoured, all the 
reſt ſhould rejoyce with it : I humbly 
implore thy tender mercies towards 
N. N. of whoſe afflited condition I 
deſire to have a compaſſionate ſenſe 
and feeling. | 
Look graciouſly upon , 
him * , O Lord, and vi- _ 
fit him with thy ſalvation. Vouch- 
fafe hizz ſuch conſolations from above, 
as I ſhould deſire for my ſelf, were I 
in hs eſtate.: . Give him a true peni- 
tent heart for all the offences he hath 
at any time committed : together with 
a lively faith in thy Son Jeſus. who 
came into the World to {ave ſinners. 
Give him the comfort of a holy hope 
that 
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that thou accepteſt 43s repentance, 
and faithful devotion to thee. Support 
him by this hope, under all bis pain. 
And enable hiz: patiently to ſubmit 
to thy fatherly correQion. - Send h:ay 
help now in time of need, both for 
his ſoul and for his body. Bleſs the 
means of þzs recovery. And if it be 
thy-good pleaſure, reftore hi»z {pecdi- 
ly: to 4is former health ; together 
with a ſerious reſolution 1n his heart, 
to ſerve 'thee more zealoufly all bis 
days. 6 
Or tf thou haſt-otherwiſe-refolved 
in thy wiſe Counſels, deliver $74 from 
the fear of death; affift þi»#1n-þ7s laſt 
agony 3 give him an eafte and chear- 
ful paſſage out of this life 5 and ſend 
.thy holy Angels to-condu@ him into 
_ reſt and'peate with our Lord Jeſus. 
To whom with thee;O Fatherof mer- 
cies, and thy holy Spirit, be given all 
honour, glory and praiſe, by all crea- 
'tures in heaven and eatth;  from-this 
time forth and for evermore. Amer. 


If 
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F the Diſeaſe proceed to ſuch an ex 
tremity, that in all appearance th 
Joul 7s ready to depart,thereis a Com-* 
mendatory Prayer appointed in the 
Publick Offices of Devotion, to be ſaid 
by the MiniSter , whoſe aſſiſtance then 
ſure will be deſired. And beſides , the 
ſeck, perſon himſelf, as long as he is able, 
may thus recommend bis ſoul unto Al- 
wtighty God. 


—_— 


, _——_ ——— 


A Prayer when a porſon is giving up the 
| Ghoit. NT 


Reſign my ſpirit, O God, moſt 
chearfully into thy bands: hope- 

ing to;find mercy with thee through 
Chriſt Jeſus. 1 know no other name 
under Heaven whereby I may be ſa- 
ved, but thine alone, O bleſſed Jeſus 
who waſt dead , and art a- 
live again , and lives? for 
evermore. I come unto thee, O Lord, 
con- 


REV. I. 18, 
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confiding in thy moſt precious promi- 
ſes, (which I believe are faithful and 
true as thou art) for pardon and for 
immortal life. | 

' Accept, I beſeech thee, of my moſt 
hearty thanks for all thy mercies to 
me, from the beginning of my life to 
this moment. Paſs by all my ingrati- 
tude and diſobedience, Receive me 
into'the company of the ſpirits of Juſt 
men made perfeF, to give thee thanks 
for ever. 

-- And as I defire to find mercy with 
thee 3 ſo I forgive all my enemies: 
Beſeeching - thee likewiſe to forgive 
them; and to bleſs and comfort all. 


An 
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An 4G of Reſignation when a Friend 


1s dead. 


Adore thee, O Lord, Ibow my 

very will, with my whole ſoul to 
thee 3 whoſe judgments are unſearcha- 
ble, and whoſe ways are paſt finding 
out. TI believe thou intendeſt to do 
me good, even by denying my ear- 
neſt, and ſo often repeated deſires. 
1 will bleſs the Lord therefore at a!l 
times. The Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away : Bleſſed be the Name 
of the Lord. 

I have received innumerable good 
things from thy hands , O Father of 
mercies, why ſhould I not receive 
thoſe that are evil > The Cup which my 
Father hath given we, ſhall I not drink 
3t 2 I humbly take it from thy hands, 
O my God, and ſubmit to thy wiſe 
diſpenſation. 1 return to thee back 
again, that which thou fo lovingly 
beſtowedſt upon me 3 with my moſt 
hearty thanks for lending me the en- 


Q joyment 


338 An AG of Reſignation 


joy ment of it ſo long. Do but par- 
don all my 1ngratitude, all the omil: 
fions of my duty , and whatſoever [I 
have done contrary to it; and I ſhall 
endeavour to rejoyce in thee always, 
and (til] to be praifing thee under the 
ſbarp«{i chaſtiſements, which are leſs 
than I-deſerve. 

Eiciied be thy goodneſs, that I am 
not without hope of this gracious par- 
don. Bleſſed be thy goodneſs, that 
thou haſt not taken away thy boly 
Spirit irom me. Yea, blefled be that 
goodneſs, that hath left me ſtill fo 
many worldly bleſſings 3 which ma- 
ny want, and have loſt their deareſt 
Relations too. It is of the Lord's 
mercy, that Lovers, Friends and Ac- 
quaintance , together with- all other 
comforts of this life , are not quite 
gone away from me, and removed in- 
to darkneſs. Bleſſed be God, that I 
am not groaning on a fick-bed 3 and 
that I languiſh not under the moſt te- 
dious pains | blejſed ve God, that I want 
not wy daily bread, that I am not op- 
preſſed 
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preſſed with debt, that IT lye not in pri- 


ſor," or am not turned out of doors, ha- 
ving no certain dwelling-place.| Yea, 
bleſſed be God that all my days have 
not been ſo miſerable, as ſome few 
have been. Bleſſed be God that the 
days which I and * He, 
(who hath now left me) 
ſpent together, were not all bitter- 
neſs and ſorrow ; but were {weetned 
by the enjoyment of many, very ma- 
ny good things. 

O my ſoul, never ceaſe to bleſs the 
Lord 3 forget not all his benefits. Eſpe- 
cially his great love, his exceeding 
great love, in Chriſt Jefus : by whom 
he hath provided a remedy for all our 
griefs, and comforted us with the hope 
of another and better lite, where there 
15 no death , nor any pain or forrow, 
but all tears ſhall be wiped away from 
our eyes. - 

To thee 1 flee, O bleſſed Jeſus, who 
art my beſt and my eternal Friend. 
To thee who knoweſt our frame, and 
canſt bave compaſiton on our infir- 
Q 2 mities 


* Or She. 


 *. Or ſhe, 
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mities. Moſt humbly beſeeching thee, 
to bear me up under this ſore afflicti- 
on, 1n a thankful remembrance of all 
thy mercies. Yea, draw up my heart - 
thereby, more towards heaven ; where 
thou, my Life, art [| where I hope my 
Hasband, Wife or Friend 1s] where I 
hope to be when thou ſhalt call me a- 
way from hence : There to fling thy 

raiſes with inceſſant joy, in the com- 
pany of all thy Saints, and of the ho- 
ly Angels. Amen, Amen. 


« A Prayer when there is ſome hope of 


the ſick man's Recovery. 


WW E caſt down our ſelves before 


thee, O Father of mercies, 


and God of all comfort, to implore 
thy grace and favour towards this thy 
ſervant ; who ſtill lies under thy hand 
in great weakneſs of body. We thank 
thee, O Lord, that he *, 
1s no weaker 3 bur, _— 

e 


of the ſick, man's Recovery. 34T 


he be brought very low, we have ſome 
hope thou wilt raiſe 4iz2 up again. 
Blefled be thy goodneſs, that he is not 
gone down into (ilence, and hath not 
made his Bed in the duſt, Blefled be 
thy goodnels, 

O thou Preſerver of 227, who haſt 
begun to revive and quicken #12 a- 
g1115 go on to perfect that which 
belongs to his cure, and fortake not 
the work of thy own hands. Repair 
all the decays in his outward man 3 
that his mind may alſo recover its for- 
mer ſtrength , to praife and bleſs thy 
goodneſs to him. 

And viſit 57-2 19 the mean time with 
thy heavenly conſolation from above. 
Fill þj/z2 with comfortabl: thoughts 
of thy love, and of the tender com- 
paſlionate care, which our Lord Jeſus 
takes of all his afflicted ſervants. En- 
due him (till with more patient ſub- 
miſlion to thy will. And enable hizz 
both quietly to wait upon thee, till 
thou haſt finiſhed his recovery ; and 
allo to continue ſted a'tly reſolved to 


Q 3 {.rve 
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ſerve thee more faithfully with hs re- 
ſtored ſtrength, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer. 
' By whom,and with whom, inthe Uni- 
ty of the Holy Ghoſt, all honour and 
glory be unto thee, O Father Almigh- 
ty, world without end, Amer. 


A Thanksgiving for the beginning of 4 
Recovery. 


Moſt great and mighty Lord, 
who killeſt and makeſt alive, who 
bringeſt down to the graze, 
and vringeſt up again. We 
_ tay poor Creatures, (molt infinitely 
obliged to be thy faithful ſervants) 
who have ſo often forrowfully caſt 
gown our ſelves before thee, to im- 
plore thy mercy towards this our af 
 Biicted Friend 3 do now moſt joyfully 
fall upon our knees, to thank thee 
with one accord, for the gracious au- 
dience thou haſt given to our prayers. 

Deſiring 


$ HAdiN. 2. B. 


—_— ck MR. es 


== & 


the beginning of a Recovery. 343 


Deſiring to have our hearts raiſed to 
as great a degree of fervent love to 
thee, as they were of paſſionate de-- 
fires that thou would(t 
ſpare him * from going 
down to the grave. 
- Bleſſcd be God, who hath ot tury- 
ed away our prayer, mor his mercy from 
#5, Bleſſed be God for preſerving 
our dear Friend, who.1s (till in the 
land of the living. Blefſed be thy 
wonderful goodnets (which we will 
never forget) who haſt, in ſome mea- 
ſure, turned our heavineſs into joy, 
and our mourning into gladneſs, Blef- 
ſed be thy goodneſs, who halt begun 
to lift 4i-2 up from the gates of death, 
and reſtored him to fome degree of 
health. Yea, blefſed be that good- 
neſs, which did not forlake himz in bis 
ſickneſs ; but viſited 44 with com- 
forts from above, ſupported hire in 
patience and ſubmiſhon to thy will, 
ſent hizz ſeaſonable relief, and proſper- 
ed the endeavours of thoſe, who con» 
fulted for his preſervation. 


Q 4. We 


* Or bi, 
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We hope we ſhall never ceaſe to 
ſpeak of thy loving kindneſs ; but be 
{ti]] praiſing thee , whoſe mercy en- 
dures for ever. Who we hope allo 
will proceed to conſummate thy mer- 
cy towards hizz, by railing him up to 
praiſe thee together with us, in perfect 
health of body, and vigour of mind, 
and cheartalneſs of ſpirit. 

For which end be pleaſed ſtill to 
direct and bleſs the Medicines that are 
preſcribed for the perfefting of his 
cure. Succeed them, O Lord, that 
te may be able at laſt to go into thy 
houſe, to offer thee an oblation with 
great gladneſs ; and to bleſs thy holy 
Name for thy wonderful works to- 
wards him, and towards the children 
of men : through Jeſus Chriſt our bleſ- 
{ed Saviour, to whom, with thee, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, be all honour and 
glory, world without end. Amz. 


IF 
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F God be pleaſed to reſtore the ſick 
perſon to a ſtate of Health, puolick 
1hanksgiving ought to be rendred to Al- 
mighty GO D for it. And together 
with the Sacrifice of praiſe, which is 
the fruit of oxr lips ( Heb. 13. 15, 16.) 
he ought not to forget to do good, and 
to communicate to then that are in mi- 
fſery - for with ſuch ſacrifices G OD 
1s well pleaſed. Ard to preſerve a grate- 
ful remembrance of GO D's mercy; 
here follows a Form of Thanksgiving to 
be ujed in private by himſelf, and by 
his friends, that are concerned in his 
recovery. 
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A Thankggiving after Recovery from a 
Sickneſs, to be ſaid by the Perſon 
himſelf who is reſtored to Health. 


| () God, the fountain of life and of 


all good ; who art continually 
more and more pouring forth thy be- 
nefits upon us. I thy poor creature, 
whoſe life thou haſt mercifully ſpared 
when I deſerved to be cut off, pro- 
ſtrate my ſelf, in an humble ſenſe of 
thy Divine goodneſs, to render thee 
my moſt hearty thanks, and to renew 
my vows, which I made in the day of 
my diſtreſs. 
Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul : and all 
- that is within me, bleſs his 
"2. holy name. Bleſs the Lord, 
Plal. 34. 8. O my ſoul, and forget nt 
Plal. 118.17, all his benefits. Who for- 
18, . A WE EIS 
giveth all thine zniquities : 
Plat. 111. Io who healeth all thy diſea- 
| ſes. Who redeemeth thy 
/ife from deſiruGion : who crowned 
thee with loving kindneſs and tender 
| mercies, 
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mercies. Who ſatisfieth thy mouth with 
good things : ſo that thy youth is re- 
newed like the Eagles. The Lord is 
merciful and gracious , ſlow to anger, 
and plenteogs in mercy. He will not al- 
ways chide 5, neither will he keep his 
anger for ever. He hath not dealt with 
me after my ſins 3 nor rewarded me ac- 
cording to my iniquities, But as far 
as the Eaſt is from the Weſt 5 ſo far 
hith he removed my tranſgreſſzons from 
me, O taſte and ſee, my ſoul, how gra- 
cious the Lord is : bleſſed is the man 
that trufteth in him. I ſhall not die, 
but live, and declare the works of the 
Lord. The Lord bath chaſtened me ſore « 
but he hath not given m2 over unto 
death. | 

T will give thanks therefore unto the 
T.ord with my whole heart 5, ſecretly 4- 
wong the faithful, and in the Congre- 
gation. Þ can dono leis than dedi- 
cate this new life, which thou. ha't 
beſtowed. upon me , entirely to- thy 
ſervice : reſolving to employ more vi- 
corouſly all thoſe powers of foul and 

boZy, 
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body , which are ſo graciouſly reſto- 
red unto me, unto thy honour and 
glory. 
For which end I moſt earneſtly de- 
Gre to have a lively ſenſe preſerved in 
my mind, of thoſe things which were 
moſt powerful to move my heart to- 
wards thee, in the time of my fick- 
neſs. - O that this world may ever 
appear unto me, as it was then repre- 
{ſented to my mind ! That I may ne- 
ver ſet my heart too much upon theſe 
periſhing enjoyments, and ſhort ſatil- 
factions; nor ever negle& thee,whoſe 
favour and grace I then ſought fo 
earneſtly as my chiefeſt good : but 
remembring how little comfort I 
could find in any thing here 3 what a 
joy it was to have any hope 1n thee, 
the eternal God 3 and how that 7 wy 
beſt eſtate 1 am but altogether vanity 
I may molt feriouſly apply my ſelf to 
work out my ſalvation with fear and 
trembling; and give all diligence to 
ſettle a ſtedfa{t hope in thee, that ne- 
VEE may be lhaken, 

Make 
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Make me often to remember that 
my days are but like a ſha- 
dow that declineth , and __— roy 
that I wither like the graſs. EY 
But thou, O Lord , ſhalt endure for e- 
wer , for thou art the ſame, and th 
pears ſhall have no end. That ſo, I may 
neither ſeek my happineſs 1n this dy- 
ing life, but in thy endleſs love and 
favour 3 nor be /lothful 37: | 
buſineſs 5 but fervent in 5 on 
ſpirit, ſerving the Lord. 

Ble(ſed be thy goodneſs that I feel 
theſe holy thoughts and delires (till 
remaining 1n me. Excite me, I hum- 
bly beſeech thee, continually to re- 
new them : that no day may paſs with- 
out ſerious refleftions upon thy pati- 
ent and long-ſuffering kindneſs to- 
wards me 3 upon the {hortneſs of this 
life; the uncertainty of all earthly 
comforts; and the happineſs of ha- 
ving a good hope in thee, by ſtedfaſt 
continuance in well doing. And 
let theſe thoughts be ſo deeply im- 
printed in my heart ;, that my affe- 

tions 
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Fions may be weaned thereby from 
all things here below , and ſet on 
things above, where Chriſt is at thy 
right hand. 

O that I may deſire and covet thoſe 
heavenly things for my portion, more 
than I do to eat and drink, or enjoy 
any other pleaſure of this life. Make 
me to rejoyce in them , more than in 
a whole world of other comforts: and 
to ſtand in greater fear of loſing them 
than I do to die, or endure any mile- 
ry. Preſerve in me, good Lord, (ſuch 
a ſober and conſiderate diſpoſition of 
mind , that I miy never be proud, 
whoam, I fee, but duſt and aſhes: 
nor confident of my own ſtrength and 
power , which is but weakneſs and 
vanity : nor diſtruſttul of thee, who 
art ſo gracious and merciful, as well 
as mighty to ſave. Suffer me not to 
fink under any difcouragements, who 
have the everlalttng arms under me, 
the wiſdom of Heaven to dire&t and. 
guide me, and che infinite treaſures of 


goodacls to ſupply all my neceſſities. 
And 
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And more particularly , I beleech 
thee to give me grace by my late con- 
finement, weakneſs, dulnels, want of 
appetite and re(t, to learn to value 
very highly the benefits of liberty, 
ſtrength and quickneſs of all my ſen- 
ſes; and to bleſs thee, more than ever 
I have done, tor the conſtant refreſh- 
ments of my food in the day, and of 
undiſturbed ſleep in the night, toge- 
ther with the reſt of the pleaſures of 
life, to which thou halt reſtored me 
with my health. 

Make me perfectly contented in a- 
ny ſtate and condition, whilſt I enjoy 
ſo great a bleſſing as that z whic'z com- 
prehends ſo many others in it. And 
when thou art pleaſed to take it again 
away from me 3 O that I may be 
able to be contented then alſo, in a 
remembrance of a!l thy paſt kindneſ- 
ſcs to me, and of a well-ſpent life, and 
carefu} improvement of this renewed 
health 3 and in hope of thy continu- 
ed mercies to me in Chrilt Jcſus, even 
to eternal life. To which I hum- 

_ bly 
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bly beſeech thee to bring me by an 
unchangeable love and obedience to: 
thee 1n all the changes and alterations 
of this mortal life ; for his ſake who 
loved me and gave himſelf for me. To 
whom with thy ſelf, in the Unity of 
the ſame Spirit, be glory everlaſting. 
Amen. 


A Thankggiving to be ſaid by the Family: 


Moſt holy , great and glorious 

God ; the Almighty Creator 

of heaven and earth : who upholdeſt 
all things by the word of thy power, 
and governeſt the whole world with 
admirable wiſdom, juſtice and mercy. 
Thou deſerveſt the higheſt acknow- 
ledgments of all thy creatures. The 
Pratfes of Angels are not worthy of. 
thee 3 nor any of their thoughts equal 
to thy infinite Majeity. What can we 
vile creatures ther ſpeax of thee 3 or 
what 
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what thoughts ſhall we frame of thy 
perfections 2 Eſpecially of the tran- 
ſcendent love,which hath moved thee 
in much compaſſion to conſider ovr 
weakneſles, and help our infirmities ? 
Thou haſt taught us by our Lord Je- 
ſus what we ſhould think of thee : 
having vouchſafed to dwell among us, 
and make thy ſelf viſible unto us, not 
only as the moſt Wiſe and Mighty 3 
but as the moſt Holy, Righteous, Gra- 
cious and Merciful Lord, who defign- 
eſt the greateſt bleſlings to us. 

But now that we ſee thee, we have 
the greateſt reaſon to abhor our ſelves 
in duſt and aſhes 5 when we conſider 
how unlike we are unto thee in thoſe 
excellent qualities, wherein thou haſt 
made thy ſelf known unto us; and 
bow unthankful we have been unto 
thy Divine goodneſs, which hath ſo 
ſtrangely condeſcended unto usz who 
are unworthy of the leaſt regard from 
thee. And yet ſuch 1s thy tender mer- 
cy and pity towards us, that thou haſt 
declared thy elf willing to entertain 

even 
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even the preateſt ſinners into thy fa- 
vour by making them better. We 
our ſelves have received innumerable 
tokens of thy great clemency , pati- 
ence and forbearance. And now late- 
ly thou haſt been pleaſed to give us 
a new inſtance of thy loving kind- 
nels, and of thy deſire to win our 
hearts unto thee, in reſcuing one of 
us from going down into the Grave, 
and reſtoring him to health and 
[trength again 
The living, the living, O Lord, ſhall 
a praiſe thee as we do this 
(3 19% 8 day: Yea, we will bleſs 
Plal. 104. 33. thy name aslong as we liv», 
and ſing praiſes unto thee, 
Mal 86.1213 long as we have any be- 
Plal. 118. 14, ing. We will praiſe thee, O 
I 5. Lord our God , with all 
our heart : and glorifie 
thy Name for evermore. For great is 
thy mercy towards us : and thou hait 
delivered the ſoul of thy ſervant fro 
the loweſt hell. The Lord is our ſtrength 


and our ſong : and is become our ſalva- 
tion, 
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tion. The voice of joy and health is in 
our dwellings : the right hand of the 
Lord bringeth mighty things to paſs. 

O that there were ſuch an heart in 
every one of us, as to ſtudy ſeriouſly 
to know thee better, to meditate 
continually on thy benefits both to 
our ſouls and bodies, to love thee 
entirely, and to endeavour to be like 
unto thee ; which is the deſign of 
thy goodneſs towards us. Empty 
our hearts of all other things 3 and 
make room for thy ſelf to dwell there, 
in wiſdom , righteouſneſs and true 
holineſs. 

Diſpoſe every one of us to follow 
Jeſus Chriſt our Maſter 7 lowlineſs, 
paticnce and charity; and h 
fo be ordered by the gover- peer ks 
ance of his holy Spirit z in the Com- 
ſeeking always his glory, nation: 
and jerving him duly in our vocation 
with thanksgiving. Help us (o to em- 
ploy our time 1n our health, proſpe- 
rity and pleaſure , that we may have 


nothing to trouble us in the time of 
ſickneſs, 
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ſickneſs, affliction and ſorrow : But 
we may quietly and chearfully bear 
what thou layeſt upon us 3 /90king 


, unto Feſus, who for the joy 194t was 


ſet before him endured the croſs , de(pi- 
ſing the ſhame, and is ſet down at ihy 
right hand. | 

O bleſled Lord, deny us not the 
conſtant aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, 
to cheriſh , confirm and ſtrengthen 
our holy reſolations ; to ſucceed our 
pious endeavours 3 to give us a quick 
ſenſe of all thy mercies, and a lively 
remembrance of all thy fatherly cha- 
[tiſements; whereby we may be more 
and more excited to diligence, watch- 
fulneſs, and zeal in thy ſervice. Pre- 
ſerve us from a \{lothful and negligent 
ſpirit; and awaken 1n us ſuch a ſenfe 
of thee, and of our duty to thee, that 
we may ſearch after thy Will diligent- 
ly, and believe it heartily, and pra-. 
Riſe it carefully , and watch againſt 
all temptations heedfully , and pray 
fervently and frequently, and ponder 


ſeriouſly and thoroughly all the 1n- 
(truftions 
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{tructions we have received from thee, 
and our many and great obligations 
to thee. 

O that it may be our choice to at- 
tend on thee; and that our hearts 
may be ſti]l with thee, when our ne- 
ceſlities require our attendance ta 
other things ! That ſo we may not be 
too deeply engaged in the affairs of 
this life, to the prejudice of the eter- 
nal life of our ſouls : but we may go 
on to make it eur great bulineſs to 
be truly godly, according to the pat- 
tern which our Lord hath left us; 
till we be fit to be lifted up to that 
bigh and holy place where we believe 
he is, and ſee the glory which thou 
haſt given him. 

Now to him that holdeth our ſoul 
in life, and ſuffereth not 
our feet to be moved ; to MM 
the God of our ſalvation, 68. 20. 
to whom belong thy iſſues an 
from death , who hath Jude 25. 
turned our heavineſs into 
Joy , and put off our mourning , and 

girded 
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girded #5 with gladneſ : to him that 
doth wondrows things, the only wiſe God 
our Saviour , be glory and majeſty, to- 
minion and power , both now and ever. 
Amen. 


A Parent's Prajer for a Sick Child. 


Lord, by whoſe infinite good- 

neſs I was brought into this 
world, and by whoſe indulgent care [ 
have been continued here unto this 
time ; in the enjoyment of a great 
many bleſlings, of the leaſt of which 
I am unworthy. I thank thee that to 
all other comforts of this life thou haſt 
added the gift of this Child ; whom 
thou haſt preſerved in its birth , and 
ever fince, by a marvellous provi- 
dence. I am (enfible that all I have 
1s thine 3 and that 1 am but intruſted 
with this, as with all other good 
things, which I muſt return'to thee 
whenſoever thou pleaſel\t. 


Lord, 
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Lord, aſſiſt me with the grace of 
thy holy Spirit (which I know thou | 
art more ready to give than any other 
bleſling) that I may relign this child 
to thee, if thou art pleaſed now to 
call for it, with an humble, content- 
ed, patient and thankful mind : be- 
lieving thou knowelt better what. is 
good for me, than I do my ſelf; and 
wilt certainly recompenſe ſuch meek 
and quiet ſubmiſſion to thee, with as 
good or better enjoyments than thoſe 
_ thou takeſt away, But if thou thinkeſt 
good (till to prolong its days, and 
continue it with me; (which I moſt 
humbly beg of thy Divine Majeſty) 
Behold, O Lord, the unfeigned pur- 
poſe of my heart, faithfully to dif- 
charge my truſt, and to bring it up ig 
the tear and nurture of our Lord. 

- Endue me with principles of true 
wiſdom and prudence, that I may e- 
ducate it aright. Help me to give 1t 
a good example 3 and to uſe all dili- 
gence that it may ſerve its generation 
according to thy will, and at laſt be re- 

turned 
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turned back to thee, wile, and pure, 
and juſt, and good 3 fit for the com- 
pany of the bleſſed in endleſs life. 
Unto thee, O Lord, I moſt heartily 
recommend both it and my ſelf ; 
whoſe wiſdom knows where it is beſt 
to place thy creatures, whether in 
this, or in the other world ; and 
whoſe goodneſs deſigns to make us 
happy in both. To thee, the only 
wiſe and good God , be all Praiſe, 
Honour, Glory and Thankſgiving 3 
with Fear and Reverence, Love and 
chearful Obedience , both now and 
eternally. Amer. 


Hepe 
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YT Ere follow Prayers, and Thanks- 
givings 0n ſundry other occaſe- 
ons , which we may meet withal in the 
courſe of our life. In which it will be fit 
particularly to acknowledge GOD, and 
implore his mercy towards us. And let 
it be remembred, as I ſaid before, that 
it is a part of Chriſtian Piety to take 
care that alms and as of Charity to 
others accompany onr addreſſes to God. 
They are then certainly moſt ſeaſonable, 
when we deſire ſpecial favonrs from him, 
or return thanks for them. And hereby 
(45 old Tobias ſaid, 4.9, 11.) We 
lay up a good treaſure for our ſelves 
againſt the day of necefiity. For alms 
ts a good gift unto all them that give 
it, inthe (fight of the moſt High. 
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A. Fg) ta be-uſed by one Fas is going 
Ws Journey. EM 


Gad; whoart alike preſent un- 
ito all- _ :\ whe preſerzet- 
P46 Rene bagſe oor 
my "x > a_—_ igpod t0- all. ;- .and thy. 
NED 72. Fender MHErcies are OVer. all: 
1... thy works, All.thy works, 
foul praiſe thee,0 Lord, and. thy Saints 
ſhall bleſs thee... They ſhall peak of bhi 
glory, of thy Aga. _ clewwbhe 
power. .. 
Bleſſed be thy Namie for the know: 
ledge thou haſt given me; of thy wile: 
and mcrcitul providence. enednpaſ-: 
ſing all creatures. . And: mote: partt- 
cularly I rejoyce in the reyelation: 
which thou haſt made, of thy Father- 
ly love and care over us the # +-rad 
of men, 19 Chriſt Jeſus : Who makes 
his Angels miniſtring Spi- 
rits for them , that are 
heirs of ſalvation. In an 
hearty bclief of thy holy Goſpel, and 


a fin- 
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a ſincere reſolution'to-be obedient _ 
to it- in hope of that eternal life. 1 
commit both my ſoul and body to thy 
moſt gracious protection : who: art 
the defender of all them that TU their 
iraſt in thee. | 

truſt thee, O- Lord, wich my ſelf 
and all belonging to rfſe.* -I entirely 
depend on thy goodneſs, to be with 
me and proſper me, in-the way that I 
0. Give thy good Arpels charge of 

: And efpecially- accompany me 

with the preſetice of thy holy-Spirie; 
to preſerve my foul in ſafety, from all 
evil thoughts, delires or paſhons, that 
may any way betray'me in word of 
deed, 'to offend thy Divine Majeſty. 
Deliver meifrom the 'danger-of: any 
evil.company! inzo- which I may fall; 
that-P may not frame; my (elf to the 


Humors of- profane perfons; butby a 


prous - and diſcreet behaviour-rather 
reprove them. And give me-gtce 


_ thankfully to embrace the company 


of thoſe who are good, it I be bletſed 
with it : that I may rejoyce in their 
2 fociety, 
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ſociety ,. and improve it to my 1n- 
creaſe in wiſdom or pious afteftions 
towards thee. 

Bleſs this habitation alſo , which [I 
ave, and all remaining in it: that 
at what diſtance ſoever we be one 
from another, we may all live and 
walk in the ſame ſpirit of Faith, and 
Love, and Aolined. Give us an hap- 
py meeting together again in this 
place, if it be thy good will and plea- 
ſare, to pay thee the vows which I 
make of greater care and diligence in 
thy ſervice, and greater charity to- 
wards all my neighbours. Howlſoe- 
ſoever, in the end of our pilgrimage, 
bring us all together in that bleſſed 
re{t which thou haſt prepared for thy 
puns after all their travels and la- 

urs, through thy mercy in Chriſt 
Jeſus.. To which I commend my ſelf 
and all mine, both now and ever. 


Amen. 
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A ſhort Prayer in ones Inn, or at the 
end of the Journey. 


Lefſed be thy goodneſs, O Lord 
my Creator and continual Pre- 

ſerver, by which I have been kd in 
ſafety to this place 3 and am not only 
alive, but ſound and unmaimed. To 
th:e, O God, will I ſing and give 
raiſe , who halt dealt ſo bountifully 
with me. For thou haſt de- 
livered my ſoul from death, 
mine eyes from tears, and 
my feet from falling, I love Ge. 15. 1. 
the Lord , becauſe he hath 
heara my voice, and my ſup- 
plications. Becauſe he hath inclined his 
ear unto me , therefore will I call upon 
hin as long as 1 live. [I will walh alſo 
with a perfe heart before the I ord 1 
who is my ſhield, and my exceeding 
great reward, 

Preſerve in m2, I beſeech thee, a 
pious remembrance of all thy mer- 
cies, and of all thoſe holy reſolutions, 

R 3 which 
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which they excite in me. Take me 
(ti]] into thy Almighty protection. 
Continue me in thy fear , and love, 
and faithful obedience. That , ha- 
ving finiſhed this journey in peace, [I 
may return to the place from whence 
I came, full of thankful afteCtions to 
thee, and zealoully diſpoſed to per- 
form my vows, 1n a carcful diſcharge 
of all the duties, whica my place and 
relations require of me. And enable 
zie, good Lord, ever to perform them 
with uprightneſs ot heart and good 
will, as becomes the ſcrvant of Chriſt 
cſas. 4, | 
To the ſame merciful providence 
which hath watched over me all this 
day, I commend my ſelf, and all my 
relations and friends 'every where, 
this night : Befceching thee to awa- 
ken in me in the morning, the ſame 
love , and thankfulneſs, and humble 
confidence, which I now find, and 
defire ever to have, in my heart to- 
wards thee., -my gracious Father, Sa- 
viour and Deliverer. To whom be 


glory, 


{ 


| Amer, 
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glory, | wanous end youry —— 
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A Prayer in caſe  of- any burt from 


"HONG: or _— 


Moſt mercifal 'Facher for ſol 

 6ught-tever: to' acknowledge 
thee, without whom,one of theſmalleſt 
creatures' carmot-fall to the one, 
and to whom we are:;of 
more value than many of 
them:z' I humbly and meekly ſabmit 
my {elf ro-this croſs in my way, which 
thou in thy wiſdom haſt ſuffered- to 
befal me. I know that thou art a- 
ble to wake even this, with all other 
things, -work together for my good. 
And therefore { beleech thee but gra- 
ciouſly'toi pardon my fins which' de- 
ſerve greater puniſhment, and to pre- 
ſerve my foul {till in fafery from all 
murmuring and repining at thy pro- 
videnceþby a(tedfaſt faith and truſt in 
eb R 4 thee 
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thee, and an abſolute reſignation to , 
thy holy will and pleaſure; and I ſhall p, 
not ceaſe to bleſs thee, and to ſpeak ;, 
200d of thy Name. n 
Help me to learn by this to live in r 
a conſtant ſenſe of the uncertainty of « 
all worlaly hopes, to ſet my affections 
more perfealy on unchangeable en- 
joyments, and to place my happineſs 
only in chearful obedience and con- 
tented patience, in all eſtates and con- 
ditions of life. I remember that we 
are all but pilgrims and ſtrangers 
whilſt we are here; ſubje& to many 
other changes and chances in this 
mortal life. And therefore whatſoe- 
ever [, or thoſel have left at home, 
may further ſuffer before my return, 
Lord, aſſiſt us all to take that patient- 
ly alſo: And as we have received ſo 
many good things from thee, to re- 
ceive hkewtſe that which is evil 3 gi- 
ving thanks to thee the Father of mer- 


cies, who haſt given us ſuch a good 


hope of perfect ſecurity, peace and joy 


in our heavenly Country, when we 
have 


in a Journey. 369 

| have done and endured all thy plea- 

1 tO fyre. In the expectation of which 
hall pjcded ftate 1 will continually re- 
ak joyce ; praying thee to purifie me 
. more and more, that I may be pre- 
IN pared for it, and at laſt by thy mercy 
of enter into it , to give thee eternal 
= praiſes. Amer. | 
els 
nN- 


ve A Prayer tobe ſaid for a Friend in a 
rs Journey. 


ts God, whoſe Almighty Power, 
_ | and wiſe Providence , and 
> Omnipreſent Goodneſs, 1s the. ſecuri- 
I, ty, iupport,. and comfort of all thoc 
* that know thee. Ir is the higheſt (a- 
I tisfaction of our ſouls to have a lively 
* hope in thee of eternal life 1n the 
- other worid. And to be perlwalJed 
- that thou lovelt us, and wiit take care 
l of us , and bleſs us waillt we conti- 
'_ _nue here, and that nothing can befal 
| R 5. ns 


| 
| 
| 
j 
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us without the knowledge and con-,, 
ſent of thy infinite goodneſs, gives the\y 
molt ſojid peace and repoſe unto our q 
ſpirits, in all the alterations and chan ; 
ges of this life, I rejoyce in the belief, , 
that I live in a world, which is tull of y, 
thee z that I am always under thy {; 
eye, and have thee near unto me; as 
to obſerve me, ſo to help, protect and 
defend me. 

And I beſeech thee, fill the mind g 
of him* , who is now 
gone from me, with the , 
ſame ſenſe of thee 3 that he may car- 
ry along with bi»: every where , this *, 


* Or ber, 


ſtedfaſt farth and hope in thee, as the 


ſtay, the reſt and the refreſhment of 
bs ſoul. How far ſoever he be from \ 
me, O that he may be nigh to thee, , 
in frequent, ſerious thoughts of thee, , 
and hearty love to thee, and perfect | 
truſt in thee, and a conſtant diſpolitte. | 
on of mind and will to do and be 

what thou pleaſeſt, That travelling _ 
under the thadow of the Almighty, © 
n9 harm may come to 4» : but e- 


Val. 


7n 2 Journey. 27r 
ON- Jen thoſe things which: we ' account 
the\he greateſt miſchicſs, if they ſhall 
our Yeride bize, may be humbly accept- 
a47- ed by us all, with fear and reverence, 
if, 2nd chearful ſubmiſſion to thee 3 as 
lof becomes thoſe who profeſs our {elves 
Dy thy frietids, as well as thy ſervants. 
as ' No Thieves, 'Murderers, of other 
nd evil perſons or things; can approach 
him, I know, without thy leave : who 
nd governeſt and over ruleſt the mottons 
W of every creature at thy pleaſure, to 
he which we' ever onght ro ſubmit our 
r- own. But if thou thinkeſt good to 
Us * reſtore hizz hither again untouched 
Ie by ahy*of them; Lord, help us to be 
of {7 much the more thankful to thee ; 
N who dealeſt with us according to our 
© own hearts deſire. O that the ſenſe 
© of thy goodneſs then, may ſo power- 
t fully affe& our hearts ; that weimay 
[= be moved thereby to a greater zeal 
© and freedom of ſpiric in thy ſervice, 
S ,and be the more forward to imitate 
2 thee in doing good, and ſewing 
: mercy to all men! O that thy _ 
KY i1cs 


3/72 
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fits may never (lip out of our minds! 


— Pfal. 104. 34+ 


62, 2. 
Tob. to 1 6% 


7. 12. 


O that the meditation of 
them may be. ſweet unto 
us! and we may learn 
thereby to #ruſt in: thee 
at all times, and pour out 
our hearts before thee : 
for theu art a refuge for 
us. 


Now the merciful God give him 


Theſe laſt wards 
may ſerve for a 
ſhore Ejaculation, 
3n bi behalf at 
any time of the. 


good ſucceſs in all things ! 
The God which dwelleth 
in Heauen , proſper bis 


Journey ,. and. the Angeb 


of God keep hirg. compa- 
ny! Amen, 
| 


OP 0 TO 
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A Thankegiving after a (afe Return 


home. 


N an humble joyful ſenſe of thy 
fatherly care and providence o- 
ver me, ever ſince I went from this 
place (to which thou halt brought me 
back in peace and ſafety) I caſt down 
my ſelf at thy feet, O Lord God of 
Heaven, praifing thy Almighty good- 
neſs, with an heart full of love and 
devotion to Thee. It is of thy mer- 
cy alone that I am not conſumed, and 
becauſe thy compaſſions fail not. That 
E am- not groaning under fickneſs, or 
wounds and brhiles in my body z, nor 
fighing for the loſs of my goods either 
at home or abroad, is to be aſcribed 
to that tender mercy which ſpreads it 
ſelf over all thy works ; and hath 
been. a covering tome night and day, 
in every place where | have been, 
from I know not how many dangers. 
I thank thee alſo for letting me ſee 
the faces. of my relations and friends 
apatn, 
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again , and that no evil hath come 
nigh their dwellings : but eſpecially 
for preſerving my ſoul 1n integrity and 
uprightneſs before thee ; and for de- 
livering me from the power of terh- 
rowing from wounding my con- 
cierice, 'by atiy Wilfut offence agairiſt 
thy Divine Majelty. 

ſt'is too little to render to thee my 
Praiſes and Thankſgivings3 T will pay 
thee my Vows wherein I ſtand enga- 
ged to thee; and hereoffer unto thee 
my felf, ſoul and body, to be made 
a more pure, pertce ad Ac ceptable 
ſacrifice unto thee through Chriſt Je- 
ſus. Maintain, 1 beſes ch thee, {uch a 
lively and laſting remembrance of thy 
kindagls in my heart, as may both 
Drovilte m2 to love and ''to good 
works , and alſo ſtrengthen my taith 
and hope i in thee on all occaſions for 
the time to come. 

[ ought not to forget, now, that I 
mention thy late deliverances, all the 
reſt of chy mercies : which are ſo ma- 
ny aad ſo various, that,alas ! we take 
'tttle 
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little notice of many of them. In'the 
conſtant and undiſturbed courſe of 
them, we are apt- to be lefs ſenſible 
how much we ſtand indebted to thee 
for them. Yea, they have been ſo long 
continued to us,and we are ſo farfrom 
the bezinning of them, that we are too 
prone to forget the head and fountain 
from whence they ſpring. - 

O,how ſad is it,that we ſhould love 
thee les, becauſe thou loveſt us ſo 
much ! and that we ſhould think the 
ſeldomer of thy bounty, becaufe thou 
conſtantly remembereſt us and doſt us 
g00d ! How much ſhould we praiſe 
thee for our health and eaſe. if we 
were fiek or in pain but a few days! 
And yet now we praiſe thee but a lit- 
tle, though we are weil! many years. 
How thankful ſhould we be, if we 
were freed from the Dcvil, after he 
had affrighted and vexed as but one 
night ! and yet now, alas ! we ſcarce 
mind thy goodnels, which perpetually 
preſerves us from his ailaults. 

Endue me, O God of all grace, 

with 
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with a more ſerious ſpirit, often refle&- 
ing and meditating upon thee, and 
upon thy benefits, both to my ſoul 
and body, for this life and that which 
ts to come. That I may not be taught 
the value and number of thy bleſſings, 
by being deprived of them ; but in 
their conſtant uſe and enjoyment may: 
ever duly ponder them:extolling and 
praiſing thy infinite goodneſs, with 
ſenſible love to thee, and delight in 
doing of thy Will. 

For which end, [ befeech thee to 
endue me with. power from above, 
that I may not Jeceive my own ſoul 
with ſome paſſionate deſires, tranſ; 
ports of joy, or ſadden. refolutions : 
but deliberately ,. and with the full 
conſent of my heart devoting my ſc!f 
to.thy ſervice, I may conſcientiouſly 
ſtudy to improve all thy mercies. to 
the honour and glory of thy Name, 
the credit of my Religion, the good 
and. profit of my Neighbours, and. my 
own ſolid peace ar comfort. at pre- 
ſent, and cternal joy at tac day of:the 
Lord, | And: 
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And bleſs all others, I beſeech thee, 
that deſire the ſame mercy , of which 
thou haſt made me partaker. Receive 
them into thy proteCtion : condutt 
them ſafely to the end of their jour- 
nies : Make them ever mindful of thy 
loving kindneſs 3 and careful to re- 
member that every new benefit is a 
new bond to better obedience. Unto 
which, good Lord, incline us all more 
and more, for thy mercies ſake in 
Chriſt Jeſus; by whom and for whom 
thy glorious Name be bleſſed and 
praiſed for ever. Ame. 


A heck fo be (ui by one going a «7% 
age 'on the Sea, 


Which may be uſed, with « Lute alte- 
ration, by bis Friends for him. : : 


O Moſt aichry Lord, the God of 


our ſalvation 3 who art the con- 
RW fidence of all the ends of 

a. 65. 5 oy earth, and of then 
that are afar off upon the Sea : Under 
whoſe powerful protection we are a- 
like ſecure 1n every place; and with- 
out whole providence over us, we 
can_no. where be .in ſafety. I am 
ſenſible of the tender care thou haſt 
long taken of me, and that I have 
been preſerved by thee from innume- 
rable dangers, both in my infancy and 
childhood and ever fince 3 for which 
I have not thanked thee as I ought. I 
moſt humbly beſeech thee graciouſly 
to 
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to pardon this and all other my offen- 
ces, which might juſtly weaken my 
confidence in thee 3 did I not feel thy 
.grace in Chriſt Jeſus, who died for 
us, to be ſogreat, as to fill my heart 
Not only with unfeigned ſorrow for 
them, but with holy reſolutions to be 
more grateful and dutiful in time to 
come. | TE 
This emboldens me, with an hum- 
ble faith in thy Almighty goodneſs, 
to-commend my ſelf ſtill to the con- 
duct, . guidance and blefling of thy 
merciful Providence,  O God, re 
ceive me, though a ſinful creature, 
thto thy favour and grace. i Purge 
my heart from all atte&tion to every 
thing that is evil; that I may not 
carry the ſenſe of any guilt unrepent- 
ed of,. along with me: 1n my voyage: 
But have my heart ſetled- in 'fuch 
an' unmoveable : love to all ''piety, 
righteoulne(s- and ſobriety. of mind 
and life, that .no: ſtorm or tempeſt 
or other:danger-may diſmay me. and 
make: me-atraid. . 'They: aret'all, 1 
know, 
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know, in thy hands 3 to which 1 
commit my ſelf with an entire truſt 
in thee , that nothing ſhall hurt 
me while I follow that which 1 
good, 

If thou art pleaſed to bring me to 
my deſired haven, Lord , poſlefs me 
then with theſe good thoughts and 
affetions which | feel at preſent in 
my heart towards thee : That my 
chief joy may be 10 thee, and in the 
love I find in my heart to thee 3 and 
I may never forget thee by intempe- 
rate mirth and pleaſure in any other 
enjoyment. But if thou thinkeſt good 
otherwiſe to diſpoſe of me, thy will, 
O Lord, be done. I commend both 
my body and my fpirit into thy 
hands 3 who art able to make the 
Sea give up her dead, by thine Al- 
mighty Word, 

Help me always to hold faſt that 
bope of eternal life a5 ar anchor of my 
foul both fure and ſted- 
faſt > which may pre- 
ſerve me in unſhaken comfort and joy 

| at 


Heb. 6. 19, 20. 
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going 10 Sea. 3831 
at the hour of death it (ſelf. And look- 
ing up to that quiet place whither Je- 
ſus our fore-runner is entred for us, 1 
may begin thoſe Praiſes and Thankf- 
givings which I hope ſhall have no 
end ; but be continued for ever in 
the company of the bleſſed in the 
other world. Unto which I beſeech 
thee of thine infinite mercies to bring 
me, through Chriſt Jeſus z who 7s 
made an High-Prieſt for ever. Amen. 


382 


A Thanksgiving after it is # finiſhed and 


the party refurneds home again. F. 


Bleſſed Lord ; Thok. art great, { 

' and greatlyto be praiſed; tor by 

p WS thy word the heavens were | 
4% * ewadec andall the hoſt of | 
33-6,9. © themby the breath of thy 
135 6. mouth, Thou didſt gather 
the waters of the Sea to- | 
gether , as an heap : and © 
laidſt them up in the ſtore-houſes of the 
deeps. They are gll at thy command, | 
and whatſoever thou pleaſe eſt, that doſt | 
thor in Heaven and in Farth, in the | 
Seas and all deep place. I have ſeen | 
thy works, O Lord, and thy wonders in | 
the deep. For thou ſpakeſt the word,and 


107. 24, &C. 


the ſflormy wind aroſe , which lifted up 
the waves thereof. And again , wher 
we cryed unto thee, thou madeſt the 
ftorm a calm, ſo that the waves thereof | 
were ſtill. | 


Bleſled 
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Bleſſed be thy Almighty Goodnefs, 


which carried..me ſafe through ſuch 
great and dreadful dangers: Bleſſed 


be thy goodneſs, that the deep: hath 


not ſwallowed me up, and that I am 


« not gone down into filence. » Bleſſed: 
bethy goodnehs, -that neither my bo-- 


dy, nar my: goada,nbccame- a; prey+to 
unreaſonable men: 
broughteſt; the: to- the Haven where'l 
m—_ be,and haft- now: ry returned me 
home'wafety.o- 1; * 

- O Gad; that "5G never forget: the 
vows which I; was forward to make 
when I. was introuble!: Preſerve in 
me for ever an awful fenſe and. Appre- 
henſion -of. thy - great; power , q _ 
bringeſt \the : wind ont : of \. 
tby treajuries 3: and ruleſ 
the raging of the Sea, _ \ 89:9.) 
fillet - the: noiſe bf it Jer: 5 2%, 
waves. Who . would. a PCy: 120.11 ; 
fear. thee :1Q: Lords, wha' ooh inns 
would not. tremble at thy: aku 69 
haſt-placed the ſand for. the bounth of the 


: Pal. 1367 7: 
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not paſs it 5 and though the waves there- 
of toſs themſelves, yet can they not pre- 
vail 5 though they roar, yet can they not 
paſs over it. 

O poſſeſs my heart with a greater 
reverence of thy divine Majefty, that ' 
I may ever ſerve thee with fear, and 
rejoyce before thee with trembling. E- 
ſpecially make me fearful of offending 
thee, who art fo great and powerful ;- 
and haſt done ſuch great things for 
me 3 and canſt do greater 3 and wilt 
do them, as thou haſt promiſed, by 
Chriſt Jeſus 3 who hath 
power to ſubdue all things 
to. himſelf. | 

Bleſſed be thy infinite grace, which 
hath wrought ſuch a'marvellous re- 
demption for-us by him. - How ſhall I 
eſcape, if I negle&' fo great ſaluation 2 
How miſeravle ſhall I be}, if, after all 
the dangers from which I- have now 
been reſcued; 1 fnonljd for my 1ngrati- 
tude and diſobedience be caſt into the 
lake of fire and: brimſtone © O God, 
that all thy mercies and ns = 

ere 


Philip. 3. 20+ 
Heb. 2. 3. 


edn hi i 
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here may, by a thankful remembrance 
and caretul improvement of them, 
only prepare me for that glorious de- 
liverance at the day of the Lord Jeſus! 
and as by thy good providence thou 
haſt ſaved me from the violence of 
ſtorms and tempeſts, and. other ha- 
zards : ſo by thy grace deliver me 
from the power and violence of all 
temptations 3 and enable me ſtedfaſt- 
ly to perſiſt in well doing, and pati- 
ent ſuffering unto the end. 

Endue me with ſuch a right ſenſe 
of my Religion, as may make it to be 
my delight 3 that ſo I may be out of 
all danger of being prevailed withal, 
to forſake that which is ſo ſweet and 
pleaſant to my ſoul. O that it may be 
my guide in proſperity, and my com- 
fort in adverſity 3 the rule of my life, 
and my great ſatisfaction in death! 
Sandifie every condition unto me 3 
that ſickneſs or health, poverty or 
riches, honour- or diſgrace , may 
prove real bleſiings to me, ang make 
me profit 1n piety and vertue. And 

| let 
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let a great ſenſe of thee, and of Re- 
lgion intermix it ſelf with all my im- 
ployments. Teach me ſo to behave 
my ſelf, that I may be acceptable in 
thy fight, not only when I make ſuch 
addreſſes as theſe unto thee : But 
whether I eat or drink , or whatſoe- 
ver I do elſe, I may abidein thy love, 
and be approved by thee, for a good 
and faithful ſervant. 

All which, I moſt humbly beg of 
thee, and whatſoever thou ſeeſt good 
for me, in the Name of the Lord 
Jeſus z by whom, and with whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Ghoſt, all 
honour and glory be unto thee, O 
Father Almighty, world without end. 
Amen. 


307 
| A Prayer in a Storm. 


God, who haſt bid us in theday 
of trouble to call on thee; to 
whom alone belong the iſſues from death. 
I flee to thee for proteCtion and ſafe- 
ty in this great and dreadful diſtreſs, 
The Sea roars, and the Deep is ready 
to ſwallow me up. The floods, O Lord, 
are lifted up, the floods lift up their 
waves. But the Lord on high 3s mightier 
than the noiſe of many waters 5 yea, than 
the mighty waves of the Sea. 

To thy Almighty love I commit 
my ſelf, who canſt immediately: re- 
buke the Winds and the Sea, and turn 
this ſtorm into a calm. I have juſtly 
' deſerved, I know, to be caſt away, 
and rejected by thee, upon whom [1 
now caſt my ſelf for ſafety. But I 
hope thou wilt accept of my unfeign- 
ed ſorrow for all my fins, and my 
unfeigned purpoſe to forſake them. 
Have mercy upon me, have merc 
upon me, I moſt humbly beſcech thee, 
3 I O 
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O moſt merciful Father , for Jeſus 
Chriſt his: ſake 3 who deſcended into 
the lower parts of the earth for me, and 
1s now aſcended #4: above all heavens, 
to ſuccour ito that call upon thee 
in his Name tor his ſake ſpare me, 
at leaſt from going down 1nto utter 
darkneſs, and if it be thy will, from 
periſhing here in thu deep waters. O 
give me the comtort of thy mercy, 
that, though the Sea rages, my heart 
may be quiet and ſtill. 

And as I delire to be preſerved 
from this preſent danger, ſo I ear- 
neſtly defire thou wilt preterve in me 
hereafter a pious dread of thy Divine 

Majeſty 3 the leaſt expreſiion of whoſe 
diſpleature, I ſee in this tempeſt, is 
exceeding full of terrour. Awaken 
my ſoul perpetually, by the th&'1ghts 


of it, to live 3 more ſober, rig!:i2us 
and godly lite. That being t ed 
from death, 1 may never "Ma ty 


loving kindneſi 5 but ſtudy as RY as 
ever | live, to fſhew my ſei : 


thankfa] to thee, by ſincere and < 
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A Thanksgivine, &C. 339 
ful obedience, through our Lord Je- 
ſs. To whom with thee, O Father, 


and the Holy Ghoſt, be eternal prat- 
ſes. Amen. 


A Thankegiving after a Storm. 


Lory, honour, thankſgiving and 
praiſe, be unto thee, O God, 


my Saviour, and my mighty D- liver- 
er. Thou art worthy of all my love, 
and all my ſervice, of more than I can 
be ever able to render to thee 3; who 
haſt made me, and redeemed me, and. 
now oraciouſ]y preſerved me. What 
{hall I return unto thee, for all the 
benefits thou haſt heaped on me? [ 
can never thank thee,never love thee, 
enough , for thoſe which 1 bave for- 
merly received ; and yet thou haſt 
now put a new ſong into my _ even 
praiſe unto my God, Plal. 45. 

For if the Lord had not = with 


Z 5 me 


p] 


390 A Thanksgiving 

me, 1 muſt needs acknow- 

Pal. 124-12: Jedge, if it had n0t been 
may the Lord who proteGted 
me , when the Sea roſe up against me : 
Then it had ſwallowed me up quick,whern 
it ſwelled and raged horribly againſt me. 
Then the Waters had overwhelmed me, 
the flreams had gone over my ſoul, Then 
the proud waters had gone over my ſoul. 
Bleſſ>d be the Lord, who 

Jonah 2. 3:42 hath not caſt me out 0 
oo his ſight, nor ſuffered all 
his bilows and waves to paſs over me. 
1 bave eſcaped the ſtormy wind and 
tempeſt, the ſtorm is ceaſed , and I an 
cjcaped, I will ſacrifice to thee, there- 
tore, the voice of thanksegiving. I will 
pay that which I have vowed. Salua- 
tion is of the Lord, Our help is in the 
Lord, who made the Heaven and Earth, 
Let the remembrance of thy mercy 
never (]ip out of my mind. And 
make me as mindiul of my own pro- 
miſes, as forward to every part of my 
duty, and cheartul in the performance 


of it; that ſo I may be able to truſt 
| in 


after a Storm. 391 


in thee at all times. When my ſoul is 
ready to faint within me, help me to re-+ 
member thee, O Lord : and always (tu- 
dy to walk before thee, as thy, every 
way, Redeemed One. Who delires 
that all thoſe who have been parta- 
kers 13 the ſame deliverance, may all 
expreſs the ſame thankfulneſs 3 and 
pay thee the vows which their lips have 
attered, when they were in trouble. 

O magnifie the Lord with me, aud let 
#5 exalt his Name together. 

Let us ſacrifice the ſacrifice of thanks-" 
giving, and declare his works with re- 
Joycing. | 
For his merciful kindneſs is great to- 
wards us : and his truth endureth for 
ever. Praiſe the Lord. Amen, Amen. 


39 


A Prayer in time of great Thunder 
and Lightning. 


Great God ; who art wiſe 7 
heart , and mighty in ſtrength 
who removeſt the moun- 
Jus + 5% tains, and overturneit 
: ' them in thine anger ; Who 
ſhakeſt the earth out of her place, and 
the pillars thereof tremble ; Who doit 
great things paſt finding out 5 yea, and 
wonders without unumber. I proſtrate 
my felt 1a awful adorations of thee. 
ww. For the voice of the Lord 
ma 7 3s very powerful, the voice 
of the Lord is full of Majeſty. The voice 
of the Lord rends the air, and ſends 
et flames of fire. 

Who would not fear thee,O God of 
glory £ who would not ſtand in awe 
of thee ? who canſt inſtantly , I ſee, 

tear #8 in pieces, and none 

Pla. $0. 22% car deliver us. It is of 
thy meer mercy, that the arrows thou 
oat. a8. 74. I. ſendeſt out, do not 
ſcatter 


CF 


A Prayer in time of, &c. 393 
ſeatter. 45 + and that thou doſt not 
ſhoot out lightaings , to diſ- 
comfit xs. Bleiled be thy 
goodneſs, that we are not utterly con- 
ſumed by the blaſt of the breath of thy 
noſtrils, O that thy: ſparing: mercy 
may ſenlibly afic& my heart, and move 
me hereafter to ſerve thee acceptably 
with reverence and godly 
fear : rememoring that our 
God is a conſuming fire. 

Settle in my heart an holy dread of 
thee, that as I now tremble at thy 
voice, ſo | may always tremzvle at thy 
word : And not dare to offend thee, 
who wilt ſend thy Son, I know, one 
day {in a far more terrible manner 
than this) with thy mighty Angels, in 
flaming fire , taking wven- 
geance on them that know 
710t thee, and obey not the Goſpel of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt O that my heart 
may be polIc{ſed now with ſuch a con- 
{rant fear of thee, and fuch an ardent 
loveand devotion to thee that at that 


dreadtul day, when heaven and earth 
S 5 ſha! 


Pl. 144. 6. 


He b. 12. 28. 


2 Theil. s. 2. 
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{hall quake, I may be able, with a 
good hope 1a thee, joyfully to expect 
a comfortable ſentence from thee. 
That when the wicked ſhall hear that 
voice, (more terrible than any Thun- 
der) Depart from me, ye curſed, into 
everlaſting fire , prepared for the Devil 
and his Angels - I may be 10 the num- 
ber of thoſe happy Souls, to whom 
our Lord will ſay 5 Come ye bleſſed of 
my Father , inherit the kingdom prepa- 
red for you from the foundation of the 
world. 

Which I humbly beg for his ſake, 
under whoſe feet thou haſt put all 
things in ſubjection, both in heaven 
and eaith; to him with thy ſelf and 
the Holy Spirit, be given, as 1s moſt 
due, all honour and glory, all ſervice 
aid humble obedience, both now 
and evermore. Amer, 


& 
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A Prayer to be uſed by a Woman with 
Child. 


God, the Author of out being; 

the Fountain of life , and all 
other good ; who haſt begun an ex- 
cellent work 1n me, which no eye but 
thine ſees, and no hand but thy Al- 
mighty power can finiſh. I adore thy 
great and glorious Majeſty in this and 
tn all other tky works of wonder. 
Thou doſt great things without number : 
but art more particularly to be ac- 
knowledged in the formation of man- 
kind, who are fearfully and wonder- 


fully made, after thy own image and 


likenels. 

Be pleaſed, O Lord, in thy infiaite 
goodneſs to perfect and compleat 
that which thou haſt begun. Pre- 
ſerve the ſmalleſt degree of life, 
which thou haſt inſpired. Beſtow 
upon it entireneſs of all its parts : and 
prepare a convenient habitation for 


an. underſtanding ſpirit , capable of 
| the 


396 A Prayer for a 


the beſt wiſdom , and inclinable to 
virtue and goodneſs. Prevent, good 
Lord, the miicarriage of my hopes 3 
and ripen them to a good ilJue. And 
the nearer they come to their full 
growth ; ftrengthen the more my 
humble truſt in thee, and ſubmiſſion 
to thee ,- and hearty delires to 1n- 
creale the number of thy faith- 
ful People together with my own 
Family. 

That ought to be the chicfeſt de- 
fire of my ſoul, to be formed my ſelf 
in all things, according to the mind 
and will of thee, my God ; that ſo I 
may be an inſtrument of doing good 
to others. O thou who halt wrought 
many holy purpoſes and reſolutions 
in my heart , preſerve and confirm 
them, that they may not prove ab- 
ortive ; but bring forth continually 
the fruit of good living. Perfe& me 
m Knowledge, 1m Faith , in Love, 
and in Obedience. Enable me fo dif- 
creetly and carefully to diſcharge the 
dutics of all the Relations wherein. [ 

Qt 
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Woman with Child. 397 


at preſent, or ſhall hereafter , ſtand ; 
that I may be a comfort to them, and 
a credit to Religion, And howſoever 
thou diſpoſeſt of me or them, Lord, 
make me well contented ; and in eve- 
ry condition to give thanks unto thee, 
and to rejoyce 1n thy holy Name, and 
in the hope of eternal life ; through 
Chriſt Jeſus my moſt bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour. Amer. 


A Prayer when the time of her Travel 
draweth near. 


G O D, the helper and deli- 

verer of all thoſe that truſt in 
thee 3 by whoſe power I was formed 
in my Mothers Womb , by whoſe 
care I was brought from thence, and 
by whoſe merciful kindneſs I have 
been preſerved 1n many dangers ſince, 
I praiſe and magnifie thy great and 
glotious Name 3 and am encouraged 


by 


398 A Prayer for one 


by the remembrance of thy mercies, 
which have been ever of old, to im- 
plore thy compalhonate help in the 
approaching time of my need ; pain 
and danger. 

Thou art preſent to all thy Crea- 
tures, and heareſt the cries of the 
Beaſts of the Earth , which all wait 
upon thee. O be not far from me, 
when trouble 1s near : but hearken 
unto me, and fave me, when I call 
upon thee ! Shorten my pains, or 
lengthen my patience 3 which thou 
pleaſeſt, Bear up my ſpirit in ſub- 
miſfion to thy will, and in ſome hum- 
ble hope that I ſhaZ forget my anguiſh 

or joy that a man is born 
1 _—_ gs 7nto the world. Forſake 

3. wot the work, of thy own 
hand : but in due time perfect it, and 
bring forth that which thou haſt 
wrought 1n ſecret, into the light ;. 
that we may all ſce the wonders of 
thy wiſdom, and praiſe thy goodneſs 
and thy power. 


My Parents truſted in thee 5 they 
truſted, 


near ber Travel. 399 


truſied, and thou didt _ 
deliver them. They cry- © ONS 
ed unto thee, and were delivered : they 
cryed unto thee , aud were not con- 
founded, In thee likewiſe do I hum- 
bly put my truſt and confidence : 
which nothing diſheartens but my 
own great unworthineſs ; by reaſon 
of wy forgetfulneſs of thy benefits, 
and unthanktul returns for former 
mercies beſtowed upon me. But 
thou haſt raken care that this ſhould 
not diſcourage me neither , by pro- 
claiming a gracious pardon, by him 
that was born of a Woman, and died 
for us, unto contrite and reforming 
finners. 

Accept, I beicech thee of my (in- 
cere reſolutions to preſerve hereafter 
a more atic&ionate remembrance of 
thy love to me, and to dedicate my 
ſelf and all I have to thy ſervice, 7: 
faith, and charity, and 
ho ineſs , with ſobriety. 
Or if thou art pleaſed otherwiſe to 


diſpoſe of me, I reſign my fſclt hear- 
| tily 


1 Tim. 2. 26 


400 i Prayer for one 


tily unto thee. Lord, receive me to a 
better life, where all ſighing and ſor- 
row ſhall be done away , and eternal 
Joy entirely poffe(s our hearts. Amer, 


for Chriſt Jeſus his ſake. Amer. 
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A Prayer to the ſame purpoſe to be ſaid 
by ber Relations. 


Moſt mighty Lord , who haſt 

already given us innumerable 
pledges of thy love, and many argu- 
ments to truſt 1n thee for ever, and to 
expect with quiet and patient minds 
the iſſue of thy wiſe and good provi- 
dence. Thou haſt reſpect to all the 
works of thy hands ; eſpecially to 
the ſons of men, and ro thoſe above 
the re{t, who feck thy favour, and 
give thee the glory of all thy mercies, 
and are relolved to deyote them: 
felves, and their children, and al! 
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wear her Travel. 401 


they have, to do thee honour in the 
world. We moſt humbly commend 
thy ſervant, drawing near the time of 
her Travel, to thy care and bleſling : 
beſeeching thee to give her a gracious 
deliverance, and to eaſe her of the 
burden, wherewith ſhe labours. 

We our ſelves are monuments of 
that mercy, which we beg of thee. 
Thou broughteſt us into this world, 
and didſt unlooſe the bands where- 
with we were ({wadled in our Mothers 
womb. We have had long experience 
alſo of thy readineſs to ſuccour us, 
and to do us good ever (ince ; many 
times beyond our deſires and hopes, 
and always beyond our deſervings. 
We dare not but commit our ſelves 
and every thing belonging unto us, 
molt heartily into thy hands: remem- 
bring that thou haſt the ſame power 
and goodnels (till, by which we came 
into the light of the living ; and that 
thou ſtill exerciſeſt them, as thy wil- 
dom thinks moſt meet. 


We cannot defire to be better pro- 
vided 
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vided for, than as thy infinite under- 
ſtanding and counſel judges moſt con- 
veatent for us. Unto that we reter 
our ſelves: beſeeching thee, if it be 
thy good pleaſure, that her deliver- 
ance may be as ſpeedy as her cries un- 
to thee, or her patience as great and 
long as her pains. Thou who ripen- 
eſt the fruits of the earth, and then 
giveſt us to gather them to our com- 
fort ; blaſt not our humble hopes of 
the fruit of the womb: But after thou 
haſt brought it to maturity , deliver 
it into our hands, as a new pledge of 
thy goodneſs to us; for which we will 
ever thankfully acknowledge and 
praiſe thy Name. 

Or if thou haſt otherwiſe deter- 
mined; Lord, give us grace to ſub- 
mit to thy holy will, and to reſt ſa- 
tified in thy wiſe appointments, and 
never to diſtruſt thy goodneſs and 
care over us. Yea, help us ſtill to 
bleſs thee, and to ſpeak good of thy 
Name, ſaying 3 The Lord gave, and 
the Lord hath taken away ; bleſſed be 


the 
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A Prayer to be ſaid, &c. 403 
the Name of the Lord , from henceforth 
and for ever. Amen. 
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A Prayer to be ſ1id by them , when ſhe 
#s att ually in Travel. 


Father of mercies, and God of 

all comfort ; our only help in 
time of need. We flee to thee for 
ſuccour m behalf of this thy ſervant, 
who now expects thy mercy, 1n this 
her great diſtreſs. The ſorrows which 
thou threatned(t to our firſt Parent, 
are come upon her; the pangs of tra- 
vel have taken hold of her. May it 
pleaſe thee, O Lord, to give her eaſe, 
by being her ſpeedy Deliverer. 

As thou haſt made her conceive, 
and haſt now brought to the birth ; 
ſo give her ſtrength alſo to bring 
forth. Support her ſpirits in her la- 
bour. Blefs the endeavours of _ 

who 


404 A Prayer tobe ſaid when 


who are to aſſiſt her. Preſerve that 
infant life which ſtruggles in her 
womb to be delivered. And let us 
ſee the work of thy hands , to all our 
joy and comfort. 

O bleſſed Jeſus, who thy (elf waſt 
born of a Woman, make haſte to 
help her. Be with her in her ago- 
ny. Enable her patiently to bear 
her pain ; and humbly to depend on 
thy goodneſs, for ſafety and faivati- 
on. And if it ſeem good to thee, 

| ſhorten her labour, and make her 
the joyful Mother of a Child ; to 
ſucceed in our place to love and 
ſerve thee, the Saviour of Men, A- 


men. 
—_ _ Lord, hear our prayer : 
ma - 
ten rept =—_ let our cry come unto 
thee. 


Ariſe, and help her, and deliver her, 
for thy mercies ſake. Plal. 44. ult. 


O Saviour of the world, who by thy 


croſs 
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fhe is aGually in Travel, 405. 


croſs and paſſion haſt redeemed us : ſave 
her and help her , we humbly beſeech 


thee, O Lord. 


——— — — — — — 2—_ 


A Thankggiving to be uſed by thoſe pre- 
ſent after her ſafe Deliverance. 


 / E thank thee, O Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth,for thy 

long continued: goodneſs to. us th 
creatures,. who are unworthy of the 
leaſt of thy favours. . [z thee we live, 
and move , and have our being. And 
it is only of thy mercy, that we have 
not lived in perpetual pain and tor- 
ment, ſpending our days in ſighs and 
lamentations: but have enjoyed much 
health and eaſe, and had innumera- 
ble occaſions to praiſe thee, and to 
rejoyce in thee ; who loades? us daily 
with thy venifits. Bleſſed be thy 
Name, O Lord, who forgzveſt all our: 
iniquities, and healeſt all our 4 
"ho 


406 A Thankggiving after 
Who redeemeſt our life from deſtruti- 
on , and crowneſt us with loving kind- 
neſs, and tender mercies. More par- 
ticularly we thank thee, that thou 
haſt heard the humble ſupplications 
of this thy ſervant ; to whom thou 
haſt now granted a gracious delive- 
rance, and turned her' ſorrow and 
heavinelſs, into joy and gladneſs. We 
thank thee, that thou haſt ſent her 
ſeaſonable helpers , and bleſſed their 
endeavours for the preſervation of 
her, and of the fruit of her womb. 
And that thou likewiſe vouchſafeſt 
her all needful things, tor her refreſh - 
ment 1n this weak condition whefein 
ſhe lies 3 waiting upon thee for the 
perfecting of thy mercies towards 
her. | 

Accept, we befeech thee , of our 
hearty acknowledgments , of thy 
powerful and good providence over 
her, and over any perſon here pre- 
ſent, in the like neceſhty 5 which we 
*now thankfully call to mind, and de- 
ſire may never be forgotten. O that 
a 


| 
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ſafe Deliverance. . 407 


a lively remembrance of this, and all 
other thy mercies, may ſo mightily 
aftet our hearts ; that we may be 
moved thereby to fear thee all our 
days, and to love thee , and to put 
our truſt in thee, and with quiet and 
reſigned minds to caſt all our burdens 
and cares on thee, in a conſtant and 
chearful obedience to all thy holy 
commands ! 

And ſince thou haſt begun to be fo 
gracious to this thy handmaid, grant 
unto her and her relations further fa- 
vour ; and finiſh their life 
in health , with joy and 
mercy. Renew her ſtrength daily : 
and as that increaſeth 3 ſo make her 
thankfulneſs and pious affections to- 
wards thee, and ſerious reſolutions to 
obey thee faithfully , grow up toge- 
ther therewith. 

Refreſh her ſpirit, while ſhe lieth 
on this bed of weakneſs, with many 
heavenly thoughts and delightful me- 
ditations of all thy mercies towards 
her and towards mankind : eſpectal- 


ly 


Tob. 8. 16. 


408 A Thanksgiving after 

ly with a ſenſe of thy wonderful love 
in Chriſt Jeſus z who was pleaſed to 
be born of a Woman, and to become 
like one of us; that we might be aſ- 
ſured of thy care over us in every 
condition, and be made thy children, 
and at laſt be heirs of everlaſting life. 
And when ſhe hath recovered her for- 
mer ſtrength , make her to feel this 
love ſtill more powerful in her heart 3 
exciting her to ſerve thee carefully in 
all righteouſneſs, ſobriety, modeſty, 
devotion and readineſs to affiſt others, 
eſpecially the poor and needy, in the 
ſame diſtreſs wherein ſhe hath been 
her ſelf. 

We commend likewiſe this little 
one,which thou haſt bleiled her with- 
al, unto thy tender care and fatherly 
love : beſeeching thee, that it may 
live to be dedicated unto thee, and 
tobe inſtructed m the knowledge of 
thee, and to praiſe thee, as we now 
do, for bringing it into the World 3 
and for making it partaker likewiſe 
of thy grace in Chrilt Jeſus. "_ 
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ſafe Deliverance. 409 
ſhall ſeem good to thee, to let either 
of them fall into any further danger, 
enable her to endure it with patient 
ſubmiſſion to thee : truſting eyen in 
death it ſelf,in thy good providence, 
and in thy precious promiſes , who 
never faileſt thoſe that faithfully ſeek 
nds. - - 
Hear us, O Father of mercies, and 
pardon our offences 3 pity our infir- 
mities z make us more thankful for 
what we have received ; and more 
fit for thy future merctes , either in 
this life , or in the next through thy 
infinite love declared to us in Chriſt 
Jeſus 3 in whoſe holy words we con- 
clude our prayers, ſaying, as he hath 
taught us. 


Our Father. &c. 


4io A Thankggiving after 


A Thanhsgiving to be uſed by the perſon 
her ſelf, when ſhe is able. 


Neto thee,O God,do I give thanks, 
unto thee do I give thanks : for 
<< _ that thou art near, thy 
IP wondrous works declare. 
18. 6. In my diſtreſs I called up- 
34+ 4+ on thee, and my cry came 
138 3. anto thee. T fought thee, 
DL: O Lord, and thou heard- 
es eft me, and deliveredſt me 
; from all my fears. 1n the 
$5. 12. day when I cryed, thou 
104 332 3 anſwered me , and 
ftrengthnedi® me with ſtrength in my 
foul. Thou haſt brought up my ſoul from 
the grave -: thou haſt kept me alive, that 
T1 ſhould not go down to the pit. Bleſſd 
be God, which hath not turned away my 
prajer, nor bis mercy from me. Blel. 
ſed be God , who hath preſerved the 
fruit of my womb, and made me the 
joyful Mother of a child. Thy vows 
are upon me, O God, 1 will render praiſe 


ants 


ſafe Deliverance. 41T 


unto thee. I will ſing unto the Lord as 
long as 1 live; I will ſing praiſes unto 
my God, while I have my being. My 
meditation of him ſhall be ſweet, I will 
be glad in the Lord. 

Accept, O moſt merciful Father, 
of theſe thankful acknowledgments ; 
which go not forth out of IP 
feigned lips. And be pleaſed ©, 
graciouſly to preſerve ſuch 
a laſting and freſh remembrance of 
thy great mercies in my heart 3 that 
I may always be joyful in thee, and 
ſpeak good of thy Name, and truſt 
in thee at all times, and till cf to 
thee, O God moſt high, who performeſt 
all things for me. Make me {tudious 
likewiſe, and forward to bring forth 
all the fruits of righteouſneſs, through- 
out the whole courſe of my life; which 
may witneſs the truth and ſincerity of 
my thankfulneis to thee. 

O that | may never be leſs earneſt 
and fervent in the r2turn of obedi- 
ence, than I have been 1n deſires and 
prayers to receive thy bleſſing ! Dif- 

TE: poſe 
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poſe me to have a kind and tender 
care of this Infant which thou haſt 
committed to my charge. Make me 
willing to undergo , tothe utmoſt of 
my power, the pains that accompany 
its education. Let not the love of eaſe 
and pleaſure breed in me an averſe- 
neſs to any duty, to which both Na- 
ture and Religion incline me: or give 
me grace , by ſober thoughts, and a 
thankful remembrance of the late pain 
from which thon haſt delivered me, 
to overcome lt. 

Eſpecially endue me with the great- 
ſt lowe to its precious and immortal 
ſoul. And help me ſo to grow and 
encreaſe in Chriſtian wiſdom and 
goodneſs, that I may be able to 1n- 
{tru 1t when it 1s capable , 1n the 
fear of our Lord; and by meek and 
gentle admonitions , together with a 
good example in all things, to win it 
to the love of true godlineſs. Or if 
thou art pleaſed to take it from me, 
' who deſerve not the leaſt of thy mer- 

cies; Lord , ſo moderate my affecti- 
- own, 
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ons , and bring them in ſubjeCtion to 
thee, that I may not undurifully re- 
pine at thy providence, but in an 
humble adoration of thy unſearcha- 
ble wiſdom, and a {tedfait confidence 
of thy go04-wiil towards me, rclign 
it unto thee, from whom I received 
it, 
Andl alſo beſcechthy Divine good- 
neſs, when thou ſhalt reſtore me to 
the publick aſſemblies of thy People 
again, to give me grace to receive 
that mercy with exceeding joy. Pic- 
pare my. heart with an enlarged afie- 
ion to offer unto thee not only the 
ſacrifice of praiſe, giving thanks un- 
tothy name; bur all other oblations 
which ought to accompany ſuch ad- 
drefles to thy glorious Majeſty. That 
they may be but an earneſt of my fu- 
ture diligence and zeal in thy Divine 
Service , and of my readineſs to do 
good, and communicate unto others - 
whereby I may /ay up in 
Store for my ſelf a good 
foundation again(t the time to come, that 


F4 { 


1 Tim. 6. 19. 
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I may lay hold on eternal life, through 
Chriſt Jeſus. Amer. 
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ordinary buſineſs. 


A Prayer for good ſucceſs in ſome extra- 


7 10 : 


Lmighty and moſt merciful Fa- 

ther , the ſupreme Governour 

of the whole World : who diſpoſeſt 
and ordereſt all things in heaven and 
carth with admirable judgment ; and 
canſt not poſſibly err in what thou 
doeſt 3 nor fail of waat thou deſign- 
Eft. I adore in the humbleſt reve- 
rence of my ſoul, thy molt glorious 
Majeſty 3 thy eternal Power, Holi-_ 
neſs, Goodneſs and Truth , which are 
all beyond my comprehenſion. And 
more particularly [ adore thy unſpot- 
ted Juſtice, and all-ſeeing Wiſdom, 
which penetrates into the deepeſt 


ſecrets, and ſpies out all the ways of 
| the 
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the ſons of men, and renders to eve- 
ry one of them according totheir do- 
ings. 

© know, O Lord , that the way of 
man is not in himſelf « it 


Jer. 1c. 23. 
is not in man that walk- 16 x 
eth to dire# his ſteps. 19. 21 
The ſucceſs of all our _ , 

. + 19% 


counſcls and actions de- 
pends on thy pleaſure; and when we 
have deviſed the way we intend to go, 
thou giveſt it what iſſue ſeems good 
in thine eyes. There are many devices 
in a man's heart 5 nevertheleſs thy 
counſel, O Lord , that ſhall ſtand. 1 
will therefore bleſs thee, O Lord, my 
God, alway, and deſire of thee that my 
ways may be direFed , and that all my 
paths and counſels may proſper + for 
thou thy ſelf giveſt all good things, and 
thou humbleſt whom thou wilt , and as 
thou wilt. 

Accordingly I now moſt earneſtly 
recommend my ſcIf , and all my con- 
cerns to thee 3 who halt 
bid me 71 all my ways ac- 

T 4 Rnow- 


Prov. 3. 5,6. 


416 A Prayer for Good ſuccels 


knowledge thee, and thou wilt dire 
my paths. T truit in thy wiſe and 
good providence with al my heart, 
and lean not unto mine own underſtand- 
ing. I hope 1n thy mercy that thou 
wilt ſo direct, afliſt and proſper all 
my thoughts, deligns and endeavours, 
that they may attain their deſired 
end. 
And above all things, I defire that 
{ may have grace to deſign and ſeek 
for nothing but what is juſt and ho- 
neſt, pious and charitable , praile- 
worthy and of good report. Bleſs 
me, good Lord, with that integrity 
of heart, 1n which thou ſo much de- 
lighteſt : and then bleſs me with wif 
dom and good underſtanding in all 
my affairs, that I may guide them with 
diſcretion. For it is thou 
that leadeſt intowiſdom, 
9. 10. and direFeſt the wiſe.1r 
thy hand are both we and 
our words: all wiſdom 
alſo and knowledge of workmanſhip. 
Leave me not therefore: O Lord, # 4- 
| ther 


Wiſd. 7.15, 16. 


Eccluſ. 23. 1, 5: 
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ther and Governour of all my whole life, 


leave me not to my ſelf alone': - but 
ſend out thy wiſdom from the throne of 
thy glory , that being preſent , ſhe may 
labour with me. And turn away from 
me vain hopes. Endue me alſo with a 
patient, contented and untroubled 
ſpirit, that I may wait on thee as long 
as thou pleaſeſt : and whatſoever the 
event ſhall be , enable me to rejoyce 
in thee as my portion,and to reſt per- 
fely ſatisfied in thy love, and 1n the 
affured hope of good things in the 0- 
ther world. 


I humbly recommend likewiſe to 
thy merciful guidance , all thoſe with 
whom I have intruſted any of my 
eoncerns 3 that they may manage all 
their undertakings with $kill - and 
prudence, juſtice and fidelity ; and 
do for me , asthey wouldthat 1 or o- 
thers ſhould do-for them. Make us 
all ever mindful, that aZ Eccluſ. 17. 19. 
our works are as the Oun gg a 
Lefore thee , and thy. eyes 27s 


Jo art. 
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are continually upon our ways ; that we 
may never dare to do any thing but 
what thou approveſt, and of which 
we may give a comfortable account, 
at the great Day of Judgment. 

Now unto him that is of power to 
do for me exceeding abundantly above 
all that I ask or think, to God only 
wiſe , be glory through Jeſus Chriſt for 


ever, Amen. 


A Prager when one intends to live Un- 
married. 


Lord, the Lover of ſouls ; for 
/ whom they were made, and 
' 1n whom alone they can. be happy. 
There is none I have in 
heaven but thee, nor on 
earth that I deſire beſides thee. Who 
art the perfetion. of wiſdom, power 
and goodneſs 3 and: the fountain ” 
all: 


Plal. 73, 25. 
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_ all the good that is in us. Thou art 


able to raiſe us to what _— of wil- 
dom, ſtrength and- goodneſs thou 
pleaſeſt : and haſt promiſed us thine 
aſliſtance to make us like unto thee z 


and aſſured us we thall be immortally 


blefſed., by a glorious participation 
of thee. Thou drawelt us ſo mighti- 
ly, that we have no power to reſiſt 
thee 3 when our minds turn them- 
ſelves towards thee, and reflect upon 
thy moſt excellent Nature , which 
diſcovers it ſelf, in all thy bounty to 
us, and the reſt of thy creatures. 

We cannot but love thee, when 
we think of thee 3 and when we love 
thee, we cannot but again. think of 
thee., that we may have the pleaſure 
ſtill of loving thee more. O fix my 
mind, I -beſeech thee, in-a more ſted- 
faſt contemplation of thee, and'of all 
thy gracious communications to me, 
that I may ſpend my days delighttuily 
it a-perpetual meditation of thy mer- 
cies, which I have received in ſuch a+ 
bundance from.thee ! 

There 
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There is nothing I know more na- 
tural and more ealie, than to think of 
the kindneſles of thoſe that love us ; 
eſpecially theirs to whom we bear a 
mutual love. O how great, how free 
and undeſerved 1s thy love to us, 
What infinite reaſon is there that we 
ſhould love thee, with all our heart |. 
and with all our ſoul, and with all 
our ſtrength * Inſpire me, O God , 
with ſuch a lively ſenſe of thy good- 
neſs 1n my creation, and ever fince , 
both to my ſoul and to my body, that 
I may ever preſerve a ſweet and 
gratetul remembrance of it 3 and may 
feel it provoking me daily to comme- 
morate thy loving kindneſs, with the 
moſt ardent: love of thee, my moſt 
bountiful BenefaCtor. O that | could 
love thee, in every thing that I ſee 
and enjoy ! being led by it to the 
thoughts of thy admirable wiſdom , 
which aſtoniſhes us1n the leaſt of thy 
creatures ; and of thy matchleſs good- 
nels, which hath provided fuch varie- 


ty of pleaſures for all our ſenſes. 
= Poſicfs 
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| Poſſeſs me with a great and ſtrong 
admiration of the excellency of will 
dom; that I may be a lover of her 
beauty , and ſeek her out 
from my youth ;, deſtring to 
marry her to my ſelf. For thou the Lord 
of all things, thy ſelf, loveſt her : And 
therefore [ purpoſe to take ber to live 
with me; knowing that ſhe will be 4 
counſeller of good things, and a comfort 
in cares and grief. But eſpecially o- 
ver-power my heart with a ſtrong and 
laſting ſenſe of thy exceeding abun- 
dant kindneſs in Chriſt Jeſus 3 7 
whom thou haſt choſen me, 
that I ſhould be holy, and 
without blame before thee in love. Let 
me never think of that, but with ſuch 
great tranſports of love, and joy, and 
thankfulneſs unto thee, as may make 
me then forget all other things. And 
make me to underſtand more and 
more how thy love in him hath a- 
bounded towards ws in all wiſdom. and 
prudence, That fol may be the more 
moved tq admire it. , and delight ro 
medi» 


Wiſd.8.2,3,9 


Ephel. 1. 4; 8. 
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meditate upon it , and be ſtill ſearch- 
ing into thoſe treaſures of thy Wif- 
dom, and unſearchable riches of thy 
Grace; till I come 7o be 
Ras $2 filled with all the fulneſs 
of thee, my God. 
Tranſlate all my affeqions from 
theſe lower objects, to him that is 
airer than the children of | 
Plal. 45-2. "er; who loved me fo 
much as to die for me ; who is riſen 
again, and (its at thy right hand in 1n- 
comparable Majeſty and Glory. Raiſe 
up my thoughts as high as that hea- 
venly place where he is, and where [ 
hope one day to be 5 equal to the An- 
gels, who neither marry, 
Luk. 20. 16. . 
2or are given in marriage. 
Help me to begin that happy ſtate in 
ſeparating my Bf frequently from all: 
this World, and joyning with that 
bleſſed company above, in praiſing 
thee, and: giving thanks unto thee, 
whoſe mercies are great,, and endure. 
for ever. 
And. when I. am about any other 
employ- 
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employment 3 help me chearfully to 
attend it 3 and with a willing mind to 
perform the duties belonging to it. 
Poſleſs me with fuch an hatred of idle- 
neſs and ſloth, that I may always be 
buſied about ſome good or innocent 
thing. Eſpecially diſpoſe me to exer- 
ciſe my ſelf in works of mercy and 
charity ; and to take all opportunities 
of doing good, to the bodies or ſouls 
of my Neighbours. 

Endue me with prudence and diſ- 
cretion in the choice of my company 
and friends : and give me wiſdom to 
improve their ſociety to the beſt pur- 
poſes. Make my mind more heaven- 
ly : and when any thoughts contrary 
to my inclinations and reſolutions a- 
riſe in me, turn them immediately to- 
thy ſelf, and my bleſſed Saviour. O- 
pen my eyes to behold the things that 
are not ſeen : And put out the ſplen- 
dor of all thoſe things that dazle our 
eyes here, by the appearance of a 
brighter and. more glorious good., 
Which may raiſe my deſigns bigher 

than 
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than this world 3 and make all my 
paſſions and affections more equal and 
moderate 3 my diſcourſe more profi- 
table; my behaviour more humble , 
modeſt, and ſuch as becometh Saints 
and all my actions more conformable 
to thy will, and more exemplary to 
thoſe whom I converſe withal. The 
x Thel. 5. 23, ery God of peace ſanGifie 
we wholly 5 and preſerve my whole ſpirit, 
and ſoul, and body blameleſs unto the co- 
ming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ! 

O that my love to any thing here 
may not turn into wantonneſs and fol- 
ly; nor my joy and chearfulneſs, in- 
to lightneſs and vanity 3 normy ſeri- 
onſneſs or ſorrow into melancholy 
and diſcontent; nor my juſt anger, 
into hatred and contention 3. nor 1n- 
duſtry in my buſineſs mto carefulneſs , 
diſtruſt and earthlineſs of mind 3 nor 
my diſcretion and prudence into.craft, 
diſſembling and deceit ! 

Diſpoſe my heart, that I may ſo 
mind heavenly things , as to be very 


bumble and lowly 1n. my own eyes ; 
and 
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and be ſo humble and ſenſible of my 
own unworthineſs and weakneſs, as 
to make my addreſles to thee conti- 
nually , with the greater earneſtnels , 
for thy merciful help and ſupply. 
Teach me ſo to pray and call upon 
thee, as to labour and ſtrive my elf ; 
and ſo to ]:abour and run, that I may 
obtain. Let faith in thy good pro- 
vidence and precious promiſes be my 
comfort 3 and hopeof thy glory make 
me rej9yce , and a great love to thee 
make me unwearted, and fill me with 
the conſolations of the Holy Ghoſt. 
O that my Religion may become my 
Nature; ſo that it may not be my 
burden or trouble : and help me fo 
to look upon it as my duty, as withal 
to account it my honour , privilege 
and happineſs. 

O that I may neverdeſireany thing 
but to be ſo pure as thou would(t 
have me; and to enjoy thoſe rewards 
of holineſs, which thou canſt and wilt 
beſtow upon me. This 1s the fumm 
of my delires 3 that whatſoever I do 

may 
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_ may pleaſe thee, and whatſoever thou 


doſt may be pleaſing to me. Lord, 
hear me, and anſwer me gracioully. 
And if I ſhall fee any caule hereafter 
to change my condition, preſerve in 
me an unchangeable love to thee a- 
bove all things, That ſtill I may pleaſe 
thee, and be acceptable in thy light ; 
delighting my felt in wiſdom, and re- 
poſing my felf with her ; for 


Wild. 8. 16. 
"— converſation hath no 


bitterneſs, and to live with her hath no 
ſorrow , but mirth and joy. In which 
happineſs, the Lord vouchſafe to keep 
me, whatever my condition be, for 
Jeſus his ſake. To whom with thee, 
O Father, and thy bleſſed Spirit be 
everlaſting praiſes. Amer. 
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A ſhorter to be added at any time to 
other Devotions. | 


Bleſſed Jeſus, who cameſtdown 


from heaven in the moſt fami- 


| Har manner to us3 and keptſt thy 


ſelf unſpotted from the world , while 
thou hadſt the molt free converſation 
init, I commend my ſclf to thy gra- 
cious proteCion , guidance and blet- 
_ beſeechin "8 thee to preſerve me 
holy both in body and ſpirit , while I 
live among men, and am not retired 
from them. 
I defire chiefly to care for thoſe 
things that belong to thee 
our Lord, how I may pleaſe *' ©7-7- 32» 
thee, and attend upon the © 
without diſtraFion : Fayour there- 
fore, I humbly intreat thee, theſe 
pious inclinations. I know how weak 
our nature 1s; and therefore the more 
earneſtly defire thee to keep my heart 
ſtedfaſt in this purpoſe, if thou ſeeſt 
it beſt for me. Help me to employ 
my 


tiif44h 
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my thoughts chearfully and conſtant- 
ly in heavenly things. Fill me with 
great devotion to thee. That when 
I am employed in other affairs, and 
am 1n other company , they may not 
draw my heart too ſtrongly to them : 
but I may (till remain fixed in what I 
have decreed; to be freed from all 
other cares, that I may more entirely 
ſcrve thee, 

Give thy holy Angels a ſpecial 
charge of mz. Let thy blc{led ſpirit 
powerfully afliſt me. Turn away 
mine eyes from beholding vanity, 
Incline me alway to adorn my ſelf in 
modeſt apparel with ſhame- 
facdneſs and ſobriety : 
ſtudying rather to approve my ſelf to 
thee in good works, than to appear 
beautiful before men. 

Be thou my Love, my Satisfaction, 
my Joy , my hearts delight. Never 
abſent thy (elf from me, nor leave me 
to follow any of my own paſkons : 
but conduc me pure and undefiled to 
the company of thoſe bleſled hy." 

an 


r. Tim. 2- 9. 


to live Unmarried. 429 


and holy ones , who reign with thee 
for ever. Amen, Lord Feſus. 


1 pray God my whole ſpirit, and ſoul 
and body be preſerved blameleſi unto 
the coming of our Lord Teſus Chrift 
I Thel. 5. 23. 


— " ut i_y 


A Prayer when there are any thoughts of 
changing that condition, and delibe- 
rations about Marriage, 


() Lord, my moſt gracious and 
merciful Father ; of whoſe ten- 
der care and good providence [ have 
had ſo long and abundant experience 
that I ſhould be extreamly yograteful 
if I ſhonld not acknowledge thee,and 
love thee, and truſt in thee, and up- 
on all occaſions call upon thee, 'and 
ſeek thy favour for ever. There hath 
no day paſſed fince I came into the 
world , but it hath brought along 

with 
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with it many tokens of thy love, 
which thou art ſtill renewing in eve- 
ry moment of my life. By thee I have 
been carried through all the dangers 
of infancy and childhood , unto this 
age of underſtanding and reaſon. And 
thou haſt bleſſed me many ways fince 
that time z eſpecially with ſome re- 
membrance and ſenſe of thy ſelf, from 
whom I came, and on whom [I de- 
pend 3 which I account the greateſt 
benefit of all. Bleſſed be thy good- 
neſs that I am not a perfe& ſtranger 
to thee : but that thou haſt made me 
to know ſomething of thee, and of 
thy infinite goodneſs 3 who alone art 
able to make me happy , both here 
and eternally. | 

I hope in thee, O my God, that 
thou wilt never forſake me, but be my 
guide even unto death. Pardon, I 
beſeech thee, all the ſins and neglt- 
gences, of which I have been at any 
time guilty : and let them not hinder 
the continuance of thy mercy and fa- 
vour towards me, on which all the 
comfort 


| 
| 


. 
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comfort of my life depends. Leave 
me not to my ſelf, and the. weakneſs 
of my own counſels ; eſpecially now, 
in the greateſt turn and change of 
my life : but vouchſafe to dire& my 
thoughts, and all the motions of my 
heart aright, to that which will be 
moſt profitable for me, and conduce 
every way to my future comfort and 
ſatisfaction. 

Lead me in the way wherein I (hall 
go 3 and guide me for thy Name's 
ſake. Endue me with ſuch a ſerious, 
conliderate and diſcerning ſpirit, that 
I way not follow the enticements of 
any fading and periſhing good : but 
cleave to that which 1s unchangea- 
ble, and never dies. Favorr, thou 
haſt taught me , # deceitful , and 
beauty is vain : but one "WW 
that feareth the Lord ſhall ry OT 
be praiſed. O poſleſs my heart with 
an holy fear of thee 3 that nothing 
may appear ſo amiable in mine eyes, 
as true Religion , Piety and Vertue ! 


Make me in love with the beauties of 
Wil- 


<——_—— 
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.., , Wiſdom, (for thou loves 
"—— : = none , but £ that dwel- 
leth with wiſdom, to be al- 
lied unto which is immortality ; and 
greal pleaſure, I know , zt 2s , to have 
her friendſhip) and with the beauties 
of ſobriety, meekneſs, mercifulneſs, 
humility , and all thoſe things which 
are the image of thy goodneſs. That 
being inclined by theſe in my choice, 
I may find a fit perſon to bethe guide 
of my youth | or an help meet for me] 
the delight of mine eyes 3 in whoſe 
ſociety I may enjoy a conſtant relief, 
eaſe and pleaſure, and be ſet forward 
thereby 1n the way to heaven. 

Aſſiſt me, I beſeech thee, in all 
my deliberations about this change 3 
that I may ſoberly weigh every thing 
which is offered to my thoughts. And 
after all the dangers which , by thy 
goodneſs, 1 have eſcaped, I may not 
be ſo unhappy now, asto fall into the 
ſaddeſt of all ; by theſtrength of fan- 
cy , by raſhneſs and unadviſedneſs of 


mind, or the violence and unrulinefs 
of 


* which endure for ever: and ſettle 
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of any paſſion : but may diſpoſe of 
my aftections to a perſon worthy. of 
them. Help me, bleſſed Lord, to 
make ſo wife a choice, that I may 
never repent of it afterward. 

Dire& and govern likewiſe the 
minds and hearts of all thoſe | P4- 
rents or Friends} that tranſa&t any 
thing on my behalf. That they may 
have a reſpect chiefly to thoſe things 


me there, where I may moſt glorifie 
thee, and do moſt good, and increaſe 
m wiſdom and virtue, and live in 
peace, chearfulneſs and contentment 
to the end of my days. Which mer- 
cies, and all others, that thou ſeeſt 
requiſite for me, I molt humbly beg 
of thee, for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, the 
Lord of peace; to whom, with thy 
ſelf, and good Spirit, I delire to give, 
as is moſt due, eternal praiſes. Amer. 
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A Prager when a perſon 3s about to enter: 
into the ſtate of Marriage ; [ «nd 
may ſerve for any other new condi- 


tion of life. ] 


Lord, the Guide and DireQor, 

the Helper and Comforter of 
all thoſe that ſeek thee, and depend 
upon thee with their whole heart. 
In a ſerious ſenſe that nothing can 
make me happy without thy love, 
favour and bleſſing , I humbly caſt 
down my ſelf betore thy Divine Ma- 
zelty 3 imploring thy gracious pre- 
ſence with me, to inſtru, govern 
and afhiſt me in that condition, into 
which, under the condutt and prote- 
Gion of thy good providence, I am 
about to enter. 

Great and many bave been thy 
mercies towards me hitherto , ever 
ſince I was taken by thee out of my - 
mothers womb. Thou haſt nouriſhed 
and clothed me : Thou haſt brought 


me up to ſome knowledge of thee _ 
af - 
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of the duty I owe thee : thou haſt 
ſhown me the path of life, and pre- 
vented me early with thy Grace, to 
diſpoſe my heart to walk m it. And, 
though I have not made, I moſt ſor- 
rowfully confeſs, fuch returns unto 
thee as I ought to have done, yet it is 
ſome comfort tome, to feel my heart 
inchned and reſolved to be more 
thankful and dutiful hereafter ; and 
to paſs the remaining part of my ſo- 
journing here in thy fear and love, 
and ſtedfaſt obedience. 7 

Pardon me therefore, O moſt mer- 
ciful Father , according to thy pro- 
miſes made im Chriſt Jeſus, to peni- 
tent ſinners. And vouchſafe me the 
grace of thy holy Spirit , to lead me 
to a'clear and full underſtanding of 
all the duties that belong to the ſtate 
and relations m which | have now 
choſen to ſerve thee. Endue me with 
a fincere and hearty affection to them ; 
and enable me carefully to perform 
them with a willing mind, & a chear- 


ful unwearicd ſpirit, as long as thou 
V2 think- 
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thinkeſt fit to continue me in that 
condition of life. Bleſs me with a 
wiſe and obſervant heart, to diſcern 
and mark the nature and diſpoſitions 
* of thoſe to whom [ ſhall be joyned, 
in any bonds of love or duty : That 
I may delight to pleaſe them to the 
utmoſt of my power and {tudy their 
content - and: fatisfaftion'z and bear 
with their infirmities-3 and chuſe the 
fitteſt opportunities to do then good, 
and amend what is amiſs in them. 

Free us all, who ſhall ſtand related 
to each other , from all p:eviſhneſs 
and unreaſonable paſſions: let no 
miſtake or cauſleſs jealouſie ſpoil the 
entireneſs of our-affe&ion : .endue us 
with great purity of heart, and a 
chaſt converſation : And beſtow up- 
on us ſuch meek, ſweet, and compli- 
ant diſpoſitions, that this may not 
prove a (tate of temptation and ſor- 
row, but of godlineſs and holineſs, to 
our mutual joy and happineſs. 

Make us ever mindful of the Co- 
venant wherein we ſtand engaged n 
Eac 
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each other z eſpecially of that ſacred 
Vow wherein we ſtand bound to 
thee, by our being baptized into the 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt ; that we may 
tairhfully keep and perform it, Tye 
us ſo faſt together in unity of ſpirit, 
that we may have the ſame common 
cares; and bear one anothers bur- 
dens; and endeavour to increaſe each 
others joys, and lighten each others 
ſorrows; and in all the changes and 
alterations of our condition we may 
religiouſly preſerve an immutable love 
unto-and delight in each other, to the 
end of our days. 

Eſpecially help us to ſtir up one a- 
nother to the love of thee, and our 
bleſſed Saviour z and to do all good 
offices to our Neighbours : that after 
we have enjoyed the-comfort of a 
tweet ſociety, and been a bleſling to 
all that are near unto us; we may fi- 
nally part 1n peace, and reſt in a good 
hope to dwell together for ever, in 
happy friend{hip with thee, and with 
our Lord and all the holy ones. Amer, 
Amen. V9 A 


43 8 
A Prayer of Parents for their Children 


when they are grown up to ſome un- 


aerſtanding. 


| E humbly worſhip thy glori- 
/ ous Majelty, O Lord moſt 
ligh : we acknowledge thy infinite 
goodneſs, that thou art pleaſed to 
give us leave to call thee Father, who 
art the Poſle(lor of Heaven and of 
Earth, We thank thee for thy moſt 
tender care over us ever {ince we were 
bora. More eſpecially for the know- 
ledge thou haſt given us of thy great 
love in Jeſus Chriſt : And that thou 
haſt ſo timely prevented us with thy 
grace 3 and inclined our hearts to 
thy fear, and love, and ſervice. 

_ Vouchſate,we befeech thee O moſt 
merciful Father, to take our Children 
alſo. (which we have already dedica- 
ted unto thez,and commended to thy 
care) into the protection and gui- 
dance of the ſame gracious provi- 
dence, which hath been ſo watchful 

over 
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over us. Thou knoweſt the preat 
weakneſs of our nature 3 how fooliſh 
and inconfiderate we are (eſpecially 
10 our younger years; ) how violent 
in our paſſions ; how apt to liſten to 
temptations, and eafie to be ſeduce 
by them ; how ready to flatter and a- 
buſe our ſelves with vain hopes; and 
how unwilling to believe what 1s con- 
trary to our delires. And therefore 
we the more earneſtly 1mplore thy 
bleſſing upon our endeavours, to {ea- 
ſon their minds betime with a Relipi- 
ous ſenfe of thee their Creator, and 
of their duty which they owe thee, 
and of that good in which their true 
happine(s lies. 

And we befeech thee likewile to 
excite our hearts to the greater d1li- 
gence and thoughtftulneſs and care, 
to imitate thy fatherly love towards - 
our ſelves; by watching over them to 
do them good, and to train them up 
in thy fcar. Endue us with wiſdom 
and prudence to give them wholeſom 
and ſeaſonable-in{truftions : and diſ- 

V.4 poſe 
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poſe their hearts to receive and re- 
member them. Help us to govern 
exatly all our affeftions and paſſions 5 
that we may neither embolden them 
to any thing that is evil by too much 
induigence, nor diſcourage them mn 
their duty by too much ſeverity : But 
be examples of godlineſs and virtue 
to them , by a ſober, grave, gentle, 
humble and devout behaviour and 
converſation, 

Work in them a great reverence 
to all their Governours, Teachers, 
and ſpiritual Paſtors 3 and bleſs their 
zodly admonitions to them, that they 
may follow and obey them. Direct 
us alſo in the choice of fit perſons to 
ailiſt us 1n their Education 3 and in 
:he choice of fit Employments for 
them 3 whereby they may prove uſe- 
ful and protitable members of Church 
and State. 

Bleſſed be thy goodaeſs that they 
have eſcaped the dangers of infancy 
and childhood. Good Lord , pre- 
ſerve them from all the evil and mif- 

chief 
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chief to which the raſhneſs and indif- 
cretion of youth may betray them: 
And fortifte their minds againſt the 
power of all allurements to fin ; that 
we may live to ſee them thy dutiful 
and obedient children, and may leave 
the world in hope that they will con- 
tinue ſo, unto their lives end. 

Or if thou takeſt us away before 
they come to their full age , we com- 
mend them with-the more ardent af- 
tection to thy never-failing mercy and 
compaſſion. O thou who art the 
Father of the fatherleſs, be pg, 68.-5, 
their. God, and let them - 
find mercy with thee,accord- Hol. 14 3+ 
| ing to thy word. Diſpoſe of them fo, 
that by loving and careful Governors, 
holy. examples, innocent and good 
company, pious and diſcreet counſels, 
with the help of thy divine grace,they 
may ever be ſecured 1n their duty, 
and follow after us to eternal life.z 


tarough Chriſt Jeſus. Amer. 


T7 
Ye 
- f ) 


442- 


A fhort Prayer for the uſe of a little 
Child. F: 


E } Lord, my moſt loving Saviour 
& JF. and merciful Redeemer ; who 
commanded{t that the little children 
ſhould come unto thee, and did(t take 
them up in thine arms, lay thy hands. 
upon them , and bleſs them : Look 
graciouſly upon me , I humbly be- 
{eech thee, and bleſs me : who am 
one of thy children, dedicated to thy 
ſervice, Pity the weakneſs of my. 
tender age, and prevent me betimes 
with thy grace. Make me ſeriouſly 
to remember my Creator in the days. 
of my. youth. Endue me with the 
tear of my God : and make me al-_ 
ways mindful of the Vow and Pro- 
miſe that was made in my name, when 
I was baptized 3 to forſake the Devil 
and all his works, to believe in God and. 
fo ſerve him. 
Make me dutiful (as thou O Lord - 
Teſus waſt) unto my Parents | loving 
to 
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to my Brethren and Siſters] obedient 
to my Inſtruftors.: thanktul for the 
good counſel of my Friends : humble 
and reverent to my Betters: and meek 
and gentle to all men. That ag Igrow 
in years, ſo | may grow in wiſdom 
and favour with thee, and with all 
thoſe who are good. 

Preſerve me from all dangers; let 
thy good Angels be my keepers and 
defenders 3 and guide me by thy ho- 
ly Spirit : that the longer I hve, the. 
better I may be: to the comfort of 
my Parents, the honour ana glory of 
my God , and my own happinets, . 
here and for ever. Amer. . 


Our Father,:&c. | 


A. ſhorter, 


 FEavenly Father , who deſpileſt- 

. | nothing that thou haſt made, 
but takeſt care of the Beaſts of the 
Earth, and of the Fowls of the Air : 
bleſs me thy child, whom thou haſt 
made in thy Image, and adopted for 
thy own by thy grace in Chriſt, Pre- 
ſerve me this day from all evil, both 
in ſoul and body, Give me what thou 
{eeſt good for me, Eſpecially an heart 
to know thee early , to be thankful 
to thee, to love thee, and to do thy. 
will, as well as I am able. Bleſs m 
Father and my Mother, and all my 
friends: and make. me a follower of 
thoſe who are good ; for the ſake 
of my Saviour Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. 


Amen, 


Nr Father, &c. 
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A Prayer for the uſe of a Child #hat 
bath loſt its Parents. 


Lord , who never faileſt thoſe 

that ſeek thee : but giveſt to 
the beaſt his food, and to 
the young ravens which. 
cry. I caſt my ſelf upon thy infinite 
goodneſs, with whom the. father]eſs 
have been wont to find mercy. Be 
thou, O Lord, Father and 
God of my life, a moſt ny 
merciful and gracious Father unto 
me : and provide what thou ſeeſt, 
in thy wiſdom, to be neceſiary for 
m 


Plal. 147. 9. 


E, 
Eſpecially,, beſtow upon me ſome 
faithful friend that will admoniſh me, 
and take care of my ſou], to bring me 
up religiouſly in the fear of thee my 
God. Preſerve me from all diſtruſt 
of thy good providence, Give me 
favour in the eyes of others, by an 
humble, fubmiſlive and good beha- 
v;our towards them. Make me dilj-. 
FEnt 
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ent and. induſtrious in ſome honeſt 
calling. And bleſs my labours and 
endeavours, that I may not be a bur- 
den unto others. But whatſoever my 
portion be in this world , give me 
grace to live ſo piouſly, juſtly and 
ſoberly , that I may not miſs of that 
zncorruptible inheritance , 
which fadeth not away, re- 
ſerved in the heavens for #5 3, through 
Chriſt Jefus. Ame. 


1 Pet. I, 4- 


— 


A Prayer to be uſed by a Widow. 


E GOD, by whoſe wiſe provi- 
. dence, which I humbly adore 
and reverence, I am left without my - 
deareſt companion and guide in this 
our pilgrimage 3 and thereby. depri- 
ved of the ſweeteſt comfort of life : 
behold the defolate and forrowſul e- - 
ſtate of thy poor handmaid, who ſup- 
plicates thy . tender. mercy and. com-.. 

paſſion. . 
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paſſion towards her. Comfort me, 
good Lord, with a delightful ſenſe of 
thy Divine Prefence with me3z and 
draw my heart the nearer to thee, in 
holy love and deyout attection, and 
a lively hope that 'thou wilt never. 
leave me nor forſfake me. 

I ought to thank thee at all times, 
for the many tokens of thy love to- 
wards me 3 and particularly for lend- 
ing me this bleſſing fo long, the value 
of which I now feel, by the want I 
am in of its ſupport. Pardon me, I 
beſcech thee, that I have not been. ſo 
thankful for it , and the reſt of thy 
mercies , asI ought: nor fo carefully. 
improved them, as I might have done. 
O takes not away thy loving kindneſs 
from me in diſpleaſure. But vouchſafe 
ſtill the continuance of thy favour 
towards me 3 eſpecially the ſupport 
of thy Divine Grace by the power of 
the Holy Ghoſt, to enable me to bear. 
this affliction with an humble, meelc_ 
and patient ſpirit. 

Moderate all my paſlions. Free me 

from 


-—Oq—_ 
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from all diſcontented and diſtruſtfut 
thoughts. Help me to caſt all my care 
on thee , who relieveſt the fatherleſs 
and- widow, and careſt e- 
wen-for the ſtrangers, Fix 
my mind 'upon thy love in: the Lord 
Jeſus 3 in whom thou -would(t have 
us to rejoyce. always. Lift up my 
thoughts to thoſe heavenly enjoy- 
ments in that bleſſed place where he 
is3 [to which I hope my hasband is de- 
parted.) And help me to follow after 
him with all diligence 1n a pure, grave 
and godly converſation 3 and by- a 
careful education of my Children, to 
endeavour that they may bealſo with 


Pſal. 146, 9. 


_ us 1n that glory. 


Let thy bleſſing ever reſt - upon 
them. And now that they are leit to 
me alone, give me ſo much the more 
wiſdom to 1oſtruct-and govern them 
arightz and ſo much the more love 
to them, and tender aifetion to their 
good and welfare. Make them to be 
a comfort for mz in my VWidowhood 
by. their increaſe 1n godlineſs 5 that 


We 
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we may chearfully ſerve thee toge- 
ther, in Prayers, and Thankſpivings, 
and reading of thy holy Word, and 
Communion with our bleſſed Saviour, 
and all other ations of a Chriſtian 
life. Prepare us for whatſoever con- 
dition it ts, into which thou ſhalt be 
pleaſed to bring us 3 that neither ful- 
neſs nor poverty, honour nor, re- 
proaches , health nor ſickneſs, may 
ever ſeparate us from thy love in 
Chriſt Jcſus ; but we may perſevere 
in patient obedience to thee, till we 
receive that crown of life which he 
hath promiſed to them that love thee. 
Amen, 


A Prayer for the uſe of a poor Servant. 


Lord moſt high ; who art the 
' Maker of the rich 


and of the poor 5, with 


whom there is no reſpec of perſons : 
Look 


Prov. 23. 2. 
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Look graciouſly upon me, I humbly 
beſeech thee, who here caſt down my 
ſelf before thee 3 acknowledging thy 
Soveraign power over all, and thy 
wiſe providence which hath diſpoſed 
all things into ſeveral ranks and or- 
ders, for their mutual help and bene- 
fit, I humbly ſubmit to the ſtate and 
condition wherein thou haſt been 
pleaſed to place me, below many 0- 
thers. I thank thee that I live z and 
that T live in health;and have ſtrength 
of body ; {great and invaluable blef- 
fings! ) and that I have fo much li- 
berty as to make my requeſts unto 
thee, and acknowledge thy mercies 
and that I have any hope thou wilt 
never ceaſe to do me good, till tho 
haſt crowned all thy mercies in eter- 
nal life. 

Good Lord, pardon me, if I have 
at any time murmur'd and repind at 
my condition , or envied the higher 
eſtate of other perſons. Pardon all 
my other offences, whatſoever they 
have been: and vouchſafe bur _ 

ver 
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liver me from the bondage of (in, and 
to make me a Servant of Righteout- 
neſs; and [I ſhall not only be conten- 
ted, but perpetually rejoyce in thy 
Salvation. 

Endue me with a right underſtand- 
ing of my duty 1n thisrelation where- 
in I ſtand. That according to thy 
command, | may account thoſe whom 
I ſerve worthy of all bo- \ Tim. 6. r. 
zour 5 being careful to +Tijc. 2. 9, ic, 
pleaſe them in all things, Eph. 6. s, 7. 
never contradiGing , nor 
purloyning + but ſhewing. all good fide- 
lity 5 and with good will and. fingleneſs 
of heart doing ſervice, as to the Lord 
and not io men, Help me to demean 
my ſelf ſo humbly, and 
whatſoever 1 do, to do it Colol. 3: 23, 
fo heartily that I may *” 
obtain favour in their eyes, Or if 
they be froward and hard to pleaſe, 
O God, preſerve me from all unſeem- 
ly paſſions, and diſreſpectful behavi- 
our towards them.. And make me ſo 
much the more diligent in their buſi- 

neſs: 
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neſs: remembring that 7 
TO 3-23» ſerve the LordChriſt,from 

whom I expect to recezve 
the reward of the inheritance. 

If thou art pleaſcd any other way 
to afflidt me, with ſickneſs or pains 1n 
my body, which may hinder my Ia- 
bour, and caſt me into poverty, Lord, 
{till ſtrengthen my faith and confi- 
dence in thee. And help to bear it 

vith a patient mind 3 looking unto 
Pew, who took upon him the form of 
a Servant, and became poor, and ſut- 
fered much for our ſakes 3 but now 
15 therefore highly exalted to ſuccour 
and comfort all thoſe that follow after 
him contentedly in well doing. In his 
Name and Words I recommend my 
ſelf unto thy mercy, ſaying, 


Our Father, &c. 


453 


A Country-mans Prayer for fruitful 
Seaſons. | 


God, the Creator and Preſerver 
of all things, who caxſeſt the 
graſs to grow for the cattel, py 
and herb for the ſervice of 
man: who bringeſt forth 
food. out of the earth, and Bleſſef# the 
ſpringing thereof. Be pleaſed graciou(- 
ly to look down from 
thy holy habitation, from 
heaven, upon us thy people, and up- 
on the land wherein we dwell. That 
both it . may become fruitful , and 
yield its increaſe 3 and we alſo may 
grow in all wiſdom and goodneſs, 
and bring forth plenteouſly the fruit 
of good works ; to the honour and 
praiſe of thy Name, and to our per- 
petual comfort , both in this world, 
and in the world to come, through 
Chriit Jeſus our Saviour, Ame. 


70, IO. 


Deur. 25, I5. 


A 
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A Prayer when the [Veather is Unſea- 
ſonable. 


God, who for our unthankful- 

neſs and abuſe of thy bleſlings, 

art juſtly diſpleaſed at us; and doſt 

now puniſh us [_ with the wart of the 

© ſhowres of Heaven * } 

Mong m. whereby we are in dan- 

ſhowres. ger to loſe the labour of 

our hands : Be pleaſed to 

accept of our unfeigned repentance, 

and mercifully to forgive the fins of 
thy People. - 

Viſit the earth again, and water 1t 3 

make it ſoft with ſhowres, and let the 

clouds drop fatneſs on it 

*1n a time of | or, * let not the floods of 

co overflow #8 , nor the 


YAN, 
Joel 2.179. ſeed be rotten under the 


clod : but] As the fields 
Joel 1. 11. now languiſh, ard joy is 
withered away from the 
Plal. 104. 30» ſors of men - S0 let thy 
goodneſs renew the face 


of 


* brows : but do not pu- 
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of the earth , and make the paſtures 
and the fields to ſhout for joy, and 
ſing. 

Lord, hear the cry of the poor and 
needy. Let it ſuffice that we eat onr 
bread in the ſweat of our —__ 
niſh us with ſcarcity of bread , which 
is the ſtaff and ſupport of our life. 
Have pity upon our perpetual labour 
and toll , and let us reap the fruit of 
it : for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, who was 
made a curſe for ws 3 that 
we might inherit a blef- 
ſing. To him, with thee, O Father 
of mercies, and the Holy Ghoſt, be 
all honour, glory and praiſe, both 
now and for ever. Amer. 


Gal. 3. 13. 
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w 


A Thankgiving for a good Harveſt. 


7E praiſe thee, O God,, who 
wW haſt opened to #5 thy good trea- 


ſare : and given gs rain 
from heaven and fruitful 
ſeaſons, filling our hearts 
with food and gladneſs, Bleſſed be 
God for the plenty wherewith he hath 
loadned the earth 3 and for the fair 
weather he hath ſent us, that we 
might gather it into our barns. 

He maketh graſs to 
grow upon the mountains; 
He giveth to the beast 
his food 5 and be filleth #5 with the 
fineſt of the wheat. He 
watereth the earth, and 
maketh it bring forth and bud, that it 
may give ſeed to the ſower , and bread 
to the eater. 

To him therefore be the praiſe, for 
theſe and all other his benefits. Let 
all the world rejoyce and be glad in 
him 3 who prepares a table for us, and 


ſatisfies 


Deut. 28. 12. 
Adgts 14+ 17. 


Pial. 147. 8, 9. 
WHEL 


Ia. 55. 10. 
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ſatis fies our months with good things, 
and makes onr cup to run over. O that 
our hearts may even overflow with 
love and thankfulneſs to him. O that 
we may never forget nor abuſle his 
goodneſs, but by a ſober, charitable 
and pious uſe of theſe his bleſſings, we 
may be made fit for the continual in- 
creaſe of them 3 till they all conclude 
in eternal life. Which I moſt humbly 
crave for the ſake of Chriſt Jeſus, our 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour; to whom 
with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt 
(from whoſe bounteous love we re- 
ceive all good things) be all honour, 
and praiſe, and hearty obedience both 
now and evermore. Amer. 


4508 


A _—_— the uſe of a Judge, or 


otber Magiſtrate. 


God, the Supreme Lord and 
Governour of the World; 

| who haſt made all things 
We” 1»22 with thy word; and or- 
OF. aained man through thy 
wiſdom , that he ſhould have dominion 
over thy creatures, and order the world 
according to equity and righteouſneſs, 
and execute judgment with an upright 
heart : Thou haſt choſen me to be a Mi- 
niſter of thy Kingdom, and a Judge of 
thy Sons and thy Daughters. But who 
is fit of himſelf alone, to diſcharge ſo 
great a truſt ? Though a man be never 
ſo perfed, yet if thy wiſdom be not with 

him, he ſhall be nothing regarded. 

I humbly therefore addreſs my ſelf 

to thee, the Father of Jights , the 
fountain of every good gift, by whow 
: Princes rule, and Nobles, 
mm ae Judges of the earth : 
that thou wilt beſtow upon me a wile 
and 


A Prayer for a Judge. 45H 
and underſtanding ſpirit , to enable 
me always to diſcern exactly between 
good and evil, and to pronounce a 
righteous ſentence 1n the moſt per 
plexed caſes. 

More eſpecially, I beſeech thee, tc 
endue me with ſuch an honelt and 
upright mind , that nothing in the 
world may ever tempt me from my 
integrity. O that mine eyes may ne- 
ver be blinded by -gifts ; nor mine 
heart turn aſide to follow after re- 
wards. Let no love towards Friends, 
or hatred towards Enemies 3 no fear 
of thoſe who are mighty, or deſire of 
popular applauſe 1m the leaſt corrupt 
my judgment to decree unrighteoul- 
ly. But remembring thine all-ſeeing 
eye, who ſtandeit in the congregation 
of the mighty, and juageſt among the 
Gods, I may always proceed*upright- 
ly, and regard the perſon of no man 
in judgment. 

Preſerve in me, O God, this pious 
reſolution , by preſerving 1n me a 
conſtant ſenſe , that thou art higher 

N24 than 


- ever. Amen. 
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than the higheſt 3 and wilt judge al 
men, without any reſpe@ of perſons, ac- 
cording to their works. O that I may 
ever have the heart to diſpenſe juſtice 
unto others with ſuch impartiality, 
as I expect to find my felt, when I 
appear before thy dreadful Tribunal. 
Fill me with zeal and courage to 
puniſh vice and wickedneſs, though 
never ſo bold and befriended : and 
to defend and maintain thy true Reli- 
gion and godlineſs, though never ſo 
much diſcountenanced and deſerted. 
That being true and faithful to the 
truſt thou haſt repoſed in me, I may 
receive a favourable ſentence from 
thy Majeſty, when thou ſhalt come to 
judge the world in righteouſneſs, by 
that Great Lord whom thou haſt or- 
dained , Chriſt Jeſus the righteous, 
To whom with thee, O Father, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, One Eternal only 
Wile God, be Glory and Majeſty, Do- 


minion and Power , both now and for 
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A Prayer of a poor Prifoner for 
Debt. 


God, who art preſent to us in 
all places, and haſt regard to 
the ſighs and groans of the miſerable, 
who humbly implore thy pity and 
compaſſion towards them : Vouch- 
ſafe to look graciouſly upon thy af- 
ficted ſervant 1n this place 3 which is 
moſt deſolate and comfortletfs, unleſs 
the light of thy countenance ſhine 
upon me. [I confeſs that I have too 
much abuſed the liberty which I for- 
merly enjoyed 3 and did not fo care- 
fully improve, as I ought to have 
done , thoſe happy opportunities, 
which therewith were put into my 
hands. Many ways, I am ſenſible [ 
bave offended thy Di- 

vine Majeſty *5 tor which * Hee ackrow- 
I am heartily ſorry 3 and {757 7 09 
acknowledge my ſclf 1n- 

finitely indebted to thy goodneſs, that 
I am not plunged into the depth of 
A 3 miſery, 
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mtſery to beywail my ſins in the bot- 
tomleis pit. 

I thank thee, O Lord, with all my 
foul that I am not ſhut up 1n the place 
of onter darkneſs ; and that I have 
any hope to obtain the benefit of the 
redemption , which 1s in Chriſt Jeſus. 
In whoſe Name I beſeech thee to par- 


| don me ; and likewiſe to ſanctifie 


theſe ſtraits wherein I Iye , to the 
freeing my ſoul from the bond of all 
1iquity, and the rcftoring me to the 
glorious hberty of thy children, 
Help me ſeriouſly to follow the dire- 
Ction of thy Providence in this re- 
ſtraint 3 and now that I am ſo: much 
alone by my ſelf, to deſcend into my 
own heart, to ſcarct and try my ways, 
and unfeignedly to turn to thee, my 
God. 

Enlarge my ſpirit more than ever, 
now that my body 1s confined, in fer- 
vent Prayer for thy Divine Grace, 
and 1n chearful Thankſgivings for the 
innumerable benefits that I have re- 
ceived from thy bounty, and in _. 

er 
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der pity and commiſeration of the ſad 
condition of all diſtreſted people. And 
be. pleaſed to touch the hearts of my 
Creditors alfo, with a fenſe of my mi- 
ſeries : mcline them to accept of what 
am able to pay, and make me wil- 
ling conſcientioutly to ſatisfie them to 
the utmoſt of my power. 

In the mean time beſtow upon me 
the bleſſing of a contented ſpirit. Help 
me patiently to endure the 1nconve- 
niences of this place. And prelerve 
me from the danger of all the tempta- 
tions, which I meet with in it : efpe- 
cially from ſeeking a remedy of my 
ſorrows, in the pleaſures of intempe- 
rance, or evil company , or any pro- 
phane mirth whatſoever. Be thou my 
comfort, O God , my exceeding joy, 
and the full ſatisfaction of my foul in 
all conditions. 

And when thou art pleaſed to deli- 
ver me from this place , and reſtore 
me again to my delired freedom : O 
Lord, make me ever mindful of the 
vows, wherein I am now forward to 
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bind my ſelf Diſpoſe my heart then 
to be ſo ſenſibly affefted, with the 
leaſt of thoſe mercies, which former- 
ly I have little regarded 3 that I may 
never forget to praiſe thee even for 
the benefit of a ſweeter Air than 
now I enjoy, and to acknowledge 
thee in the night ſeaſon upon my 
bed, and to thank thee for the coarl\- 
eſt food ; and eſpecially I may re- 
Joyce to go again into the great Con- 
grcgation to praiſe thee with the moſt 
ardent love for all ſpiritual ble(lings 
n Chriſt Jeſus. 

Preſerve in me allo a grateful re- 
membrance of the kindneſs of my 
Friends and Neighbours : eſpecially 
of thoſe perſons to whom I ſtand par- 
ticularly indebted, when by their cha- 
Tity I ſhall be releaſed. And what- 
foever loſs they ſuſtain by my pover- 
ty, good Lord, make it up abundant- 
Iy to them and theirs, out of thy rich 
grace and mercy. Requite their love 
with plenty and proſperity 1n this 
world 3 and give them the reward 
of 
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of eternal life and glory in the world 
to come 3 through Chriſt Jeſus. Amer. 


——— 


A Prayer of a ereai Malelaftor 7# 


Priſor:. 


Moſt holy and righteous Judge 

' of the whole World ; give a 
fiatul and miſerable wretch leave to: 
proſtrate. himſzIf before the Throne 
of thy Grace, and implore that mer- 
cy which formerly I have deſpifed or 
abuſed. I am not worthy, I confeſs, 
to lift up mine eyes towards Heaven 3 
and it becomes me in the greateſt de- 
jetion of ſpirit to ſigh and groan un- 
der the load of my fins : which have 
been ſo great and many, ſo bold, fo 
preſumptuous and. ſhameleſs , that 
waen with.an awakened mind [ re- 


flet upon. them, I am ready to ſink 
z1nto Hell, and utterly deſpair of. any 


mercy. 
X 5: OZ 
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O God , How have [ 
hated inſtru#ion, and my 
heart deſpiſed reproof £ And have not 
obezed the voice of my teachers, nor 3n- 
clined mine ear to thens that admoniſh- 
ed me £ How ſwift have my feet been. 
to run into evil? and how backward 
and averſe have I been to any thing. 
that is good ? O the injuries which I 
have done my Neighbours! the abuſe 
of my ſelf, and of thy good creatures ! 

The prophane contempt 

* reve lt him. Or neglect of thee and 
baſpbens, {;. the duties of thy worſhip 
bauchzty, and and ſervice ! * The re- 
violence 192: gembrance of all this is 
he bath been "Y 
quiley of dreadful, the burden of 
it is intolerable. | 

How ſhal! I appear before thee, at. 
whoſe rebuke the mountains quake, 
{ince I cannot _ of appearing he- 
fore an earthly Judge without ſhame 
and affrightinent Jock ſpirit ? O Lord, 
work in me a greater dread of thee, 
with a greater ſhame and confuſion of 
face; now that [ am in thy preſence. 
| For 


Prov.5.12,13. 
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For which end , be pleaſed to repre- 
ſent unto me effectually, the wicked-. 
neſs, the baſeneſs and vileneſs of all 
my evil doings, as well as the guilt 
and juſt deſert of them. O that I 
could hate and abhor them, more 
than that death *, which | 

} expe& ſhortly to ſuffer * 2 puniſh 
for them | Beſtow on me jj; 0, 
that ingenuous and god- !* 

ly ſorrow which worketh 
repentance, and unfeigned purpoſes 
of amendment of life. They come 
00 late indeed, I may juſtly think, 
to find acceptance with thee : and 
therefore, not without fear and trem- 
bling, and a great ſenſe of my und+- 
ſervings, I look up unto thee; ac- 
knowledging thy intinite goodne!s, if 
thou wilt vouchſafe but the ſmalleſt : 
hope of mercy. 

Mercy , mercy, good Lord : cait - 
me not quite out of thy {1zhit, for J=- 
ſus Chriſt his ſake, who gave himteir 
for us to tedeem us irom all in'cvity. 
[t 1s the beginn:ng of fone mercy, 

an 1 
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and an earneſt, I hope, of more, that 
thou haſt made me fenfible of mine 
ottences; and that thou haſt wrought 
in me a reſolution to forſake them, 
and ſome love to a godly, ſober and 
righteous life. Help me to manifeſt 
the ſincerity and uprightneſs of my 
ſoul in theſe reſolutions, as much as 
I am able ;, by giving thee heerty 
thanks that the hand of juſtice hath 
overtaken and laid hold upon me, 
and put a ſtop to the further miſchief 
which I might have committed 3 and 
by making a free and open confeſlion 
of my crimes, and taking the ſhame 
which belongs to me, before others 3 
and by acknowledging that I am un- 
worthy to. live ; and by earneſt ad- 
moniſhments to al], to be warned by 


my example, and to ceaſe betimes to 


do evil, and learn to da well. 
O God, that I could glorifie thee 
a little in my latter end , after this 
manner. And till I come to- receive 
my deſerved. puniſhment, help me to 
ſpend my time 1n bewailing my fins 3 
FRY 
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in humbling my ſelf before thee for 
them 3 1n ſetting my heart againſt 
them ; in ſtudying and admiring with 
the greateſt afieCtion the holy life of 
the Lord Jeſus ; in calling other of- 
fenders to repentance, and exhorting 
them thereby to give thee glory. De- 
ny me not the grace , I beſeech thee, 
to enable me thus to employ my ſelf ; 
that I may have ſome taſte of Wy 
mercy, and the fear of death may be 
abated by ſome hope, that when my 
ſoul ſhall be parted from the body, 
thou, O bleſſed Jeſus, wilt receive it, 
though ſo unworthy, into ſome of the 
heavenly manſions. Amer, Amen.. 


Our Father, &c, 


470 


A Souldier's Prayer that fights for his 
Conntry. 


Moſt mighty Lord, the Foun- 
tain of life and ſtrength, and 
courage 3 whom all the hoſt :f hea- 
ven continually obevs. | proftrate 
my ſelf before thee in a religious ſenſe, 
Ht the fear of thy divine Majeſty, a 
pure conſcience, and a ſtrong hope 
and confidence in thy Omaipotent 
goodneſs, will give the moſt aſſured. 
reſolution, valour and boldneſs to our 
ſpirits in all dangers. Molt humbly 
beſeeching thee to purge my heart 
from the love of every thing that is 
offenſive to thee 3 to pardoa all my 
former ſins, negligences and ignoran- 
cesz and to endue me with the grace 
of thy holy Spirit ſtrictly to amend 
and reform my life, according to thy 
holy Word. 
Many temptations, I am ſenſible, 
wall continually aſſault me, 1n this 


{tate of life wherein I am enzaped. 
But. 
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But I as earneſtly beſeech thee to de- 
fend me from the power of them, as 
I defire to be defended from death, 
and to be covered by thee in the day 
of battel. O that no covetous deſires 
or greedinels of ſpoil, no ambition or 
vain glory, no hatred or malice, may 
puſh me forward in any enterpriſe ! 
But give methe victory over theſe and 
all other vile affetions and paſſions, 
before I meet with any other enemy. 
And graciouſly bleſs and proſper 
our arms , for the defence of ows 
Country, and the preſervation of our 
Religion , Government , Laws and 
Liberties. And whilſt we fight tor 
the preſervation of good Order, Lord, 
give us all grace to be examples of jt 
our ſelves. That abhorring all blaſ- 
phemy and prophanenels, all riot and 
laſciviouſneſs 3; and doing violence to 
10 m4n , accuſing no man 
faljly , and being content 
with our wages , We may adorn bath. 
our Cauſe and our Religion : and 
whatſoeyer the iſſue be, we may have 
TE Feace 


Luke 3. 14; 
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peace in our own hearts, and living 
or dying may be accepted with thee, 
through Chriſt Jeſus the Prince of 
peace. To whom, 8&c. Amer. 


A Prayer for the uſe of one that is 
Aged. 
Adore thee , O Lord: of life and 


glory; who art fromeverlaſting 
to-cverlaſting, and changeſt.not : be- 


ſeeching thee to look graciouſly up- - 


on thy unworthy ſervant ,, whoſe 
hope is only in thine infinite mercy ; 
by which my life hath been pro- 
longed to old age, and which is able 
to make me eternally bleſſed, I 
thank thee for thy 1nconceivable 
love 1n. the Lord Jeſus , who hath 
given me ſuch a- ſolid and. ſtedfaft 
ground of hope , to fupport and 
itrengthen my heart, when all the 
comforts of this life tail me ; and 


like- 
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likewiſe praife and magnifie thy boun- 


teous goodneſs for thoſe innumera-: 
ble bleſſings, which time after time 
thou haſt beſtowed up- |, 
on me, from the begin- _—_ _—_ 
ning of my life till this particular{y a5 
preſent * YOu Cane 

O my God, help me always to ſo- 
lace my ſelf, now that the days are 
come wherein I have no pleaſure,with 
a perpetual remembrance of all thy 
paſt loving kindnefles to me 3 and 
with thoſe hopes which I have of thy 
_ endleſs love in the other world. And 
the more my outward ſenſes decay, 
vouchſafe me the quicker and more 
lively ſenſe in my heart of thoſe good 
things which thou haſt laid up there, 
for thoſe that fear thee. | 

Preferve me from all diſcontented 
thoughts, and peeviſh paſſions. Make 
me an example unto others of Ho- 
lineſs, dijcretion, tempe- 
rance , grauity , peacea- 
bleneſs and patience : that fo I may 
with the more authority be a teacher 


of 
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of good things 5 and my 


Prov. 20. 29. hoary bead may be a crown 
of glory, veing found in 
the ways of righteouſnels, 
O how comely a thing is judgment for 
gray hairs ; and for ancient men to 
know counſel ! Pardon me , good 
Lord, that I have made no better 1m- 
provement of my time and experi- 
ence 3 for the furniſhing of my mind 
with this wiſdom , and with thoſe 
virtues, Pardon all my negligen- 
ces, and all my offences. 

* Remember * And fill my heart with 
_ p24 a comfortable ſenſe of 
thy pardoning mercy in 

Chriſt Jeſus : that having no other 
burden , but that of age, to opprels 
my ſpirit, I may rejoyce 1n thee as 
long as live; and at laft lay my ſelf 
down to reſt in peace, and return my 
ſoul back unto thee chearfully, when- 
ſoever thou calleſt for it; in ſure and 
certain hope of the reſurrection of 
the dead, and of that glory , honour 
and immortality , which thou haſt 


ora- 


Ecclus. 25. 4. 
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graciouſly promifed us by thy dear 
Son, my moſt bleſſed Lord and Savi- 
our, Chriſt Jefus. With whom I de- 
fire to live to give thee eternal praiſes, 
Amen. 


477 


A Large 


FORM 


O F 


DEVOTION. 


When any perſon is diſpoſed to ſpend a 


ay , or part of it, in Devotion : 

the uſual adareſſes to God in the 
morning, may be continued in this 
manner, 


Moſt High and Holy One, 
who inhabiteſt Eternity, and 
art God over all, moſt bleſ- 

ſed for evermore. Happy are they 
who ſtand continually in thy pre- 
ſence , and are always admiring, 
praiſing, loving, and obeying thee 
and rejoycing in thy love and favour 


towards them ! The higheſt Angels 


Cal 
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can deſire no greater bliſs, than to be 
thus knit unto him , and to live in 
ſuch conſtant union and friendſhip 
with thee. An happineſs, I am ſen- 
ſible , that 1s above our reach, who 
dwell in houſes of clay , and groan 
under the burden of this fleſh : but 
which we aſpire towards, and our 
uncloathed ſpirits hope for, in the 
other world. And bleſſed be thy in- 
finite goodneſs, we are encouraged 
by Chriſt Jeſus to look up unto thee, 
for the beginning and taſte of this 
happineſs 3 whilſt we remain here 
below, at this great diſtance from the 
Throne of thy Glory. 

And accordingly I humbly pro- 
ſtrate my ſelf before thee at this time, 
beſeeching thee in the name of my 
dear Saviour who gavehimlſelt for me, 
that thou wilt graciouſly vouchſafe 
to inſpire me with ſuch delightful 
thoughts of thee, and ſuch a tranf- 
forming love unto thee , as may fill 
my heart with unſpeakable joy and 
ſatisfaction , whilſt I am 1n thy pre- 

{ence 
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ſence to admire and adore thee; to 
praiſe thy incomprehenſible perfefti- 
ons3 to acknowledge with all humi- 
lity my entire dependence on thee 
thankfully to remember all the bene- 
fits thou haſt done unto me; ſorrow- 
fully to bewail my ungrateful beha- 
viour towards thee ; moſt earneſtly 
to deprecate thy diſpleaſure 3 to 1m- 
plore-thy grace and favour ; and to 
make an abſolute ſurrender of my ſelf 
to thee, with moſt hearty Devotion 
to thy ſervice. 

It is the unfeigned deſire of my 
ſoul to ſpend ſome time in attending 
wholly to theſe duties ; the better to 
diſpoſe me to ſerve thee, in the reſt 
of my life. But alas! O Lord, what 
am I, or what can I do, unleſs thou 
wilt make thy ſelf preſent to me; and 
ſend down thy holy Spirit upon me ! 
My thoughts and affeQions are ex- 
ceeding dull and heavy ; and they 
will ſoon flag and grow weary 3 un- 
leſs thou wilt be pleaſed by thy Al- 
mighty Power to raiſe and bear them 


TR 
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up towards Heaven. I moſt humbly 
therefore again beſeech thee, in thy 
infinite mercy , to touch my heart 
with ſuch a lively ſenſe of thy Divine 
Majeſty, as may fix my wandring 
thoughts, and compole my tumultu- 
ous affections, and ſtir up my flat and 
cold defires, and may make me feel 
the power, and taſte the ſweetneſs of 
every Divine Truth : whilſt I read 
or meditate in thy holy Word , and 
whilſt I pray to thee, and praiſe thee, 
and bleſs thy holy Name. 

O that all other things may be ſhut 
" out of my ſoul, and that I may be fo 
alone with thee, as to be more appre- 
henfive of thy greatneſs, and of thy 
goodneſs, and of thy purity, and of 
my near relation to thee, and the 1n- 
numerable obligations which I lye 
under to be thine entirely ! O that 
nothing may be ſo bitter to me as to 
think, that I have in the leaſt offend- 
ed thee ! and that nothing may be fo 
marvellous in my eyes, as thy exceed- 


ing abundant love in the Lord Jr, 
Y 


of Devotion. 481 
by whom thou haſt encouraged ſin- 
ners to place their faith and hope in 
thee ! 

Help me, O my God, through that 
new and living way which he hath 
conſecrated, to draw nigh unto thee, 
and to throw down my {elf at thy 
feet 3 waiting for a gracious look from 
thee, reſigning my will to thee, ſtrong- 
ly uniting it in hearty affeQion to th 
holy Will, and reſolving never to rife 
up any more in oppoſition to it, but 
to live in thy love, and in {1ncere 0- 
bedience to all thy commands. 

So ſhall my ſoul bleſs thee as long 
as I live; I will alway be ſpeaking 
good of thy Name , and will ſbew 
forth thy praiſe , as well as I am able, 
to all generations. Amen, 
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Fter this ſhort. addreſs to. God for | 
his aſſiſtance ;, conſider a while | 
who it is , to whom you have begun to I 
ſpeak. Caſt your eyes upon the heaven | 
and the earth, and think of the glory 

of that Majeſty., which fills all things, 

and cannot be contained in any. Then, 
labour to affect your heart with your 

own mean , vile and ſinful condition. 

For which end examine what particular 
{ins you have been guilty of.” - Set them - 
down in writing before your eyes , that |} 
they may be--confeſſed 'apd. lamented.” 
And likewiſe conſider in the ſame man-  - 
ner , what particular bleſſings you have 
received , that they may be moſt thanks 
frlly acknowledged, In all which yoitws 
may aſſiſt your ſelves and be much ex- 
cited, by readino ſome of the Plalms of 
David, and ſome part of ſuch pions 
Books as you are acquainted withal. Af- 

ter which , proceed to expreſs the ſenſe 

of yorr heart to God, with the greateſt 
deliberation, in' the manner following : 
pauſing a white , and ruminating #por 

3k | what 
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what you have ſaid 3 at the end of eve- 
ry part thereof. 


E] 


Moſt glorious Majeſty ofheaven 
and earth, upon whom all crea- 
tures - devend for life, and breath, and 
all things. I moſt thankfully embrace 
and defire wiſely and faithfully to im- 
prove this happy leiſure, which thou 
 vouchſafeſt me of retiring from this 
world, and making my reſort to thee, 
the Father of mercies,and 
the God of all comfort. © ſs 
Thou art worthy , O Rev. «. 13, 
Lord, to receive from me Pal. 48. 1. 
and from the whole Kev. 4:8. 
world, bleſſing 5 and ho- 1 Sam. 2. 2. 
wour;avd glory,and power, yaal. 14. 13. 
for thou art great, and 
greatly to be praiſed. an” 
the Hoſt of Heaven con» 137-25: 
F 2 tinunlly 
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tinually praiſeth thee ; 
Plat, 19-1: and fo ought all the 
Job 42. 2. Churchon earth,laying; 


Plal. 135.6. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God 
248.5,6, Almighty, which is, which 


147-5 was, and which is t0 come. 
104-2422% There ts none holy as the 
alc Loyd, - there is none be- 
145- 4413: ſides thee. Thou art righte- 


02.2% ous in all thy ways, and 
ys "4 holy in all ds. Thou 
ui. /oveſt righteouſneſs, and 
—_ hateſt iniquity ; axd art 

Jab 11.79. excellent in power and 17 

judgment , and in plenty 

. of juſtice. The earth is thine, and the 

fulneſs thereof; the world , and they 

that awell therein. The heavens de- 
clare the glory of God , the firmament 
ſbeweth his handy-work. The ſun, moon 
and ſtars praiſe the name of the Lord ; 
or he commanded , and they were crea- 
ted, He hath alſa eſtabliſhed them for 
ever and ever : He hath made a decree 
which ſhall not paſs. TI know, O Lord; 
that thou canſt do every thing ; _ 
that 
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that no thought of thine can be hindred. 
What foever the Lord pleaſes, that doth 
he in heaven and in earth, in the ſeas, 
and in all deep places. Þor be is great, 
and of great power ; his underſtanding 
# infinite. 

Praiſed be thy Soveraign goodnefs 
and tender mercy, which ſpreads it 
ſelf over all thy works. O Lord, how 
manifold are thy works ! in wiſdons 
haſt thou made theme all, And they all 
wait on thee 5 that thou mayeſt give 
them their meat in due ſeaſon. That 
thou giveit them they gather ©: thou 
openeſt thy hand , they are filled with 
good, The glory of the Lord ſhall en- 
dure for ever : the Lord ſhall rejojce in 
his works, Thou always waſt, and 
ever wilt be the moſt holy , power- 
ful, wiſe and good. [by kingdom js 
an everliſtling kingdom, and thy domi- 
nion endureth throughout all generati-+ 
ons. One generation ſhall praiſe thy 
works to another , and ſhall declare thy 
mighty aFs, They all paſs away like 
| a ſhadow 5, but thou art the ſame, and 
2 thy 
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thy years ſhall have no end. For ever, 
O Lord, thy word 3s ſetled in heaven : 
Thy faithfulneſs is unto all generations. 
While I live, therefore, will I praiſe 
the Lord : I will ſing praiſes to my 
God , while I have any being, I will 
praiſe thee, O Lord, with my whole 
heart, whoſe Name is exalted above all 
bleſſang and praiſe, For we cannot 
know the Almighty to perfetion ; His 
wiſdom is unſearchable, and his ways 
paſt finding out, His Name alone is 
excellent , bis elory is above the earth 
and heaven. 


[I 


O what high dignity is this ! that 

[ am admitted 1nto thy preſence to 
ſpeak unto thee 3 the blefſed and only 
Potentate , the King of 

1 Tm. 6:15 kings, and Lord of lords, 
who only hat immortality ! O how 
happy ought I to think my ſelf, that 
I may draw-thus nigh to thee, who 
dyelleſt in light unapproachable! who 
art 
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art ſo happy in thy own moſt bleſſed 
Nature z and who if thou doſt but o- 
pen thy ſelf to any ſoul, and filleſt it 
with a great ſenſe of thee, and affe- 
Rion to thee, thou lettelt heavenly 
Joys into it, and makeſt it happy be- 
yond expreſſion! For heaven cannot 
be ſeparated' from thee :' but where- 
ſoever thou art, there is pzace and 
ſatisfaftion, joy and gladneſs, and un- 
ſpeakable bliſs. 

Adored be thy Divine goodneſs, 
which hath made me ſo happy thi, 
day , -as to feel ſome ſenſe of thee be. 
gin to ſhine in my ſoul.' Adored be 
thy goodneſs, which' etcourages me 
ſtil] to look up unto thee, that I may 
feel more of thee ; yea, hath enga- 
ged me by innumerable Merctes, to 
continue theſe addrefles to thy divine 
Majeſty 3 O' bow excellent' OO 
is thy loving kindneſs, O 4% + 
God ! | How precious are © 139. 17. 
thy thoughts unto me ! how ys. «. 
great is, the\ſurmm of them! © 
Many, O-Lord my Qod, are 

dd + thy 


e 


'.- 22. 9, #0. 
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thy wonderful works which thou haſt 
done, and thy thoughts which are to 
»e-ward : they cannot be reckoned 

in order unto thee : if © would declare 
and ſpeak of them , they are more than 
can be numbred. By thee I was fear- 
fully and wonderfully made in ſecret. 
Thou art he that took me out of my mo- 
thers worab 5 and didſt make me hope 
upor her breaſts. I have been cait 
upon thee ever ſince, and thou haſt 
been my gracious Gad unto this mo- 
ment. 

My infancy and childhood was at- 
tended with a very careful provi- 
dence. And thou haſt bleſſed my 
riper years with a continued health 
and ſtrength of body and mind, and 
abundance of good things to. ſupport 
and refreſh me in my pilgrimage 
through this world to a better life. [ 
never have wanted my daily bread, 
even when I was not able to ask it of 
thee. And thou haſt beſtowed on 
me many friends and kind benefa- 
Qors. And prevented me _— 

| Y 


of Devotion. 489 
by a timely grace, and ſent me many 
Inſtructors ; that I might remember 
thee my. Creator , and Jeſus Chriſt 
my Saviour. Into whoſe Family, 
bleſſed be thy Name, I was early as 
dopted, and aſſured of thy. fatherly 
love and tender mercy towards me. 
O how. deeply do I ſtand indebted 
to thee for all thoſe, by whoſe Coun- 
ſels, or Sermons, or Writings, or re- 
Iigious Society , or godly. Examples; 
or charitable Prayers, I have been 
helped forward in-my way to hea- 
ven ! Bleſſed be thy Name for all the 
means whereby I have been led to 
the knowledge of thy great love 1n 
= Lord Jeſus, .which paſſeth know- 
edge. 

For ever-bleſſed be:thy Name, for 
ſending him into the world , born of 
a-Woman, to be a teacher of righte- 
oufneſs 3 to go before-us; and leave 
- usa pattern of a molt holy life 3-to 
dye for our (ins; and to rile again for 
our juſtification 3 ..and then to aſcend 
:nto.the heavens to prepare a place 

Y. 5: for: 
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for us; where thou haſt advanced 
him above all principali- 
ties and powers, and. gi- 
wen him a name above every name, that 
at the name of Jeſus, every knee ſhould 
how , and every tongue confeſs him to 
be the Lord, to the glory of thee, O God, 
the Father Almighty. I glorifie thee, 
O heavenly Father, with all-my heart 
and ſoul for inſpiring thy holy. Apo- 
ſtles and Prophets 3. and ſhining 7nto 
their hearts to give the 
A ager light of the knowledge of 
thy glory, in the face of Jeſus Chriſt. 
I thank thee for calling me to faith in 
thee 3 for making ſuch great and pre- 
cious promiſes to encourage our hope 3 
and for diſpoſing me, in any meaſure, 
to be an inheritor of them. + I thank 
thee for granting ſuch power to our 
bleſied Lord, to fulfil his word'; for 
making him a Royal High-Prieſt, and 
appointing him. to bleſs us, here and 
<ternally. 1 
Glory be to thee,O Lord moſt high, 
who haſt ſo often favoured me with 
the 


Phil. 3. IO, I. 
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the gracious viſitations of thy holy 
Spirit 3 enlightning my mind, draw- 
11g my will towards thee, exciting 1n 
me holy defires, working many'prous 
purpoſes and. reſolutions in my heart, 

ving me a taſte how gracibus thou 
att, ſetting before me the hope of e- 
etna life,” and | me by. 1n-- 
viimerable arguments” ta entertain 
thoſe bleflings which *I ſhould 'have 
been forward of my ſelf to have deſt- 
red : Who can utter the” 
mighty ats of the Lord'! 
who can ſhew forth all his praiſe ! How 
often haſt thou ſpared me'when I de- 
ſerved to be puniſhed ! How many 
dangers havel eſcaped !From how ma- 


ny aſlaults of the enemy Fs 
have [ been guarded! Arid Mention. al 


.; the Particular 
how man of his defi ns mercies you Can 
have been defeated by'”an; 71menvrr : and 

ble 3 bſ 4 then proceed (ul 
gogJneſs, which ought for 19ingU141e, 
ever. to, be acknowledg- 77 7h nw 9 
be 1-7, toos no nuiict 

ed ! ! of, or bat ſure 

\ £9177 


Peat, 5o6, '2, 


IL 
E 
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© my God , with what awe and 
reverence ought I to make mention 
of thy Name, who.dwelleſt in eternity, 
whoſe throne is ineftima- 

5 _ 8.2% ble, whoſe glory cannot 
" be comprehended, before 
whom the Floſfts of Angels fiend with 
trembling. !/ With what humility of 
foul ought I ta acknowledge thy Di- 
vine Grace , that thou. who art ſo 
great and highly exalted, wilt hum- 
ble thy. ſelf ' to take notice of ſuch 
poar things as-we are ! Thou art tobe 
admired with our higheſt thoughts ;. 
thou art to be loved with all our 
heart, and ſoul, and ſtrength. We 
ought: to-.render thee moſt. chearful 
ſervice ;. and confeſs that we never 
ſerve our (elves more ,_ than when we. 
even. loſe all thought of our ſelves, 
and: forget "— here, - admt+ 
ring , loving, praiſing , and giving. 
thanks to:thee. 4 OR 
All 
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All that is within meought to bleſs 
thy holy Name. O low great ought 
my joy to be in thy love, and in 
thy Salvation : who art worthy to be 
praiſed with all pure and 
boly praiſe. Therefore les T**- 8.16. 
thy Saints praiſe thee, with 
all thy creatures. And let 
all thine Angels, and thine EleT praiſe 
thee for ever. It is good to praiſe 
God and exalt his Name, and with 
honour to ſhew forth all his works ; 
therefore be not ſlack to praiſe him. 
Yea, to thee, O Lord, I ought to re- 
ſign my (elf with the greateſt willing- 
neſs of heart 3 to truſt and hope in 
thee at all times 3 to excite all others 
to ſhew forth thy praiſe 3 and. ta ſtu- 
dy toglorifie thee more and more,not 
only by my words, but with my bo- 
dy and ſoul, in all the ations of a 
fober, righteous and godly life. I 
can deſire no_.greater honour in.this 
world, than that I may hve to the- 
praife-of the glory. of thy grace in- 
Chriſt Jeſus 3 walking. worthy of 


thee; 


12, 6. 
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thee, who haſt called me to thy King- 
a6 "and ©lory. and behaving wn! 
ſelf in all things, as becomes one that 
hath received ſuch pledges of thy love 
already, and looks for thy mercy un- 
to eteraal life.  ,*: 
All thy Laws, L know, are juſt and 
Pray. 3. 17. |: good. Thy Wa s are Ways 
I ſaree? » and all 
Plal. 19.19, Thy paths are peace. More 
oy to be deſired are thy com- 
rg mandments than gold, yea, 
hs than mich fine gold : ſwee- 
ter alſo than honey, and 
the honey-comb. By then 
doth thy ſervant ſhine gloriouſly ; and 
in keeping of them there is great re- 
ward. He that loverh them, loveth life ; 
he that holdeth them faſt ſhall Inherit 
glory ; and, whereſoever they enter , the 
Lord will bleſs. Great peace have they 
that love thy Law, and nothing ſhall of- 
fend them, The Lord God ti a ſun and 
[hield : the Lord will give grace-and 
glory : 720 good thing will he with-50/d 


from them that walk nprighily. O Lord 


Ecclus. 4 I 20 


{ 
C 
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. of hoſts, bleſſed is the manthat truſteth 


in thee ! 
EY. 


But the more, O Lord, I ſpeak in 
thy praiſe , the more I am ſenſible, I 
reproach my ſelf; who have not gi- 
ven thee that honour and glory, that 
fear and love , that hearty ſervice 
and chearful obedience, which is due 
unto thee, ſo many ways. I ftand 
condemned out of my own' mouth, 
of molt fearful ingratitude to- thee, 
from whom | have received ſo'many, 
and ſuch ineſtimable benefits, How 
ſeldom have | thought of them? Or 
how- little . have they -atiedted my 
heart 2: How loth have I oftert been, 
to diſpoſe my ſelf to commemorate 
the greateſt love of my deareſt Sa- 
viour? And how foon am I weary, 
even of the moſt delightful employ- 
ment , of praifing and bleſſing: thee z 
With whom I profeſs that I dfire 
and hope to live tor ever, and praiſe 

thy 
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thy Name ? O: the vanity of my 
mind ! the looſeneſs of my thoughts! 
the inordinateneſs of my deſires, and 
unrulineſs of my paſſions ! the diſcon- 
tent of my ſpirit ! the unſtedfaſtneſs 
of my reſolutions !' the breach of.my 
promiſes! the coldneſs of my pray- 
ers, and the dulneſs of my meditati- 
ons! the loſs of my precious time, and 
negle& of good opportunities ! my 
eagerneſs after theſe worldly enjoy- 
ments , and- feeble endeavours after 
heaven !: 

I am aſtoniſhed to think, that ever 
I'ſhould diſtruſt thy providence, who 
haſt-been -ſo tenderly careful of me. 
or be- unthankful - for. thy benefits, 
which are every moment poured 
forth ſo plentifully upon: me ; os; be 
uncharitable to my Neighbours, 
when I ſtand 1n ſo. great need of mer- 
cy-my ſelf, and live continually up- 
en thy bounty 3- or abuſe any of 
thoſe bleſſings, which thou - canſt ſo 
eaſily deprive me of. , or: wholly 
ſpoil the comfort of them. And ”m 

IS 
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alas ! how prone have [ been to de- 
ceive my felf with ſhadows of Reli- 
gion and Devotion towards thee? and 
to content my ſelf with the praiſes of 
thoſe divine perfections, which I have 
not ſo zealouſly ſtudied to imitate ? 
O how unlike am I to the humble, 
the meek , the pitiful , and the pati- 
ent Jeſus? Yea, how inſenſible am I 
of his incomparable love, which made 
him to lay down his life for me ? How 
many ways have 1 injured my Neigh- 
bours, or neglefted to do them good ? 
I am conſcious to my ſelf of ſundry 
offences , not only againſt the rules 
of righteouſneſs and mercy ,' but of 
fobriety and godlinels *. ,,.;.. 
And thou to whom all «©: paricter 
things paſt are preſent, + of inm 
who ſearcheſt the hearts *j;,þ1eut., « 
and trieftthe reins, know- any elſe you 
eſt a great deal more. My 494 4m at 


fy ON 
fecret fins are no more ” F 


hid from thee, than thoſe which are 
molt open and. manifeſt. 


And 
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- And they are all the more grie- 
vous, becauſe a petty temptation hath 
too oft prevailed to make me neglea 
my duty towards thee: O how ſhame- 
ful is it, that a ſmall gain, or a mo- 
mentany pleaſure, or the good word 
of men whoſe breath is in their no- 
ſtrils, ſhould be preferred before that 
honour which I owe to thee, and 
thoſe infinite treaſures of thv grace 
11 Chriſt Jeſus, and that. immortal 
life and glory, which he hath promi- 
ſed to the faithful ! And, all this a- 
gainſt the clear underſtanding which 
thou haſt given me of thy will 3. a- 
gainſt many holy purpoſes, reſoluti- 
ons and vows of abſolute obedience 
to it in a!! things 3 and againſt the 
taſtes I have had how gracious thou 
art, and how good it 18 to keep thy 
commandme!:ts. = 


V. 
[ bluſh, O Lord, to lift ap thine 


eyes towards Heaven, To me be- 
longs 
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longs nothing but ſhame and con- 
fuſion of face ; in which I ought to 
lie down before thee, if I reflected 
only upon the baſeneſs and vileneſs 
of my deſcent ; being the ofi-ſpring 
of diſloyal Parents, who were rebels 
and traitors againſt thy divine Mije- 
ſty. This is a juſt reproach and dil- 
grace to the beſt of us We were 
tainted in our firſt Father , who hath 
left a foul blot and ſtajn upon our 
Nature : and we feel that weakneſs 
in our reaſon, that ſtrength and vio- 
lence in our paſſions, and that for- 
wardneſs in our wills to follow them, 
and to be led by them, which is fufh- 
cient to humble and lay us low-1n our 
own eyes. With what dejection of 
ſpirit then oaght -I to mention all 
thoſe cifencics, whereby I or others 
have juitited that firſt "rebellion, 
and (till taken part with the Devil 
and his Angels, againſt thee and - 
the motions of thy holy Spirit in our 
hearts. | THT 
Thy mercy indeed is ſo much the 
more 
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more miraculous , which hath be- 
ſtowed ſuch great benefits, as I have 
acknowledged, upon ſuch vile , ſuch 
finful, ſuch unthankful wretches, and 
at the beſt ſach unprofitable crea- 
tures 3 whoſe underſtandings are fo 
ſhallow to comprehend and admire 
thy love ; whoſe affections are fo 
heavy, ſo liſtleſs, and ſo unapt to lay 
It to heart 5. and. who, when they 
have done: all that they can , have 
done no more than:was their-duty to 
do. But the greater reaſon there is 
that I ſhould be confpunded at the 


' remembrance of my diſobedience to 


thee , notwithſtanding .luch unex- 
pected , as well as undeſerved de- 
monſtrations -of thy love and grace 
towards mankind. It becomes me 
to bow my ſelf lower than my knees 
before thee 3 and to debaſe my felf 
as much as I am able in thy preſence 
fince I am but finful duſt and aſhes, 
that deſerves to be caſt down, even 
into the pit of deſtrution. The ve- 


ry multitude of my offences is enough 
ro 


qr? 
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to amaze and perplex my thoughts 3 
the weight of them, did I always feel 
it, may well depreſs and fink my ſpi- 
rit into the greateſt horrour and af- 
frightment 3 but the baſeneſs and in- 
gratitude of them to ſo gracious a Fa- 
ther, O hows------- 


VI. 


I am not able to expreſs, O Lord, 
the ſhame, the conſternation and the 
trouble of my ſpirit, at the thought 
of that ingratitude. I loath and ab- 
hor my ſelf, as unworthy to live and 
breathe upon the face of the earth. I 
am aſtonithed at thy wonderful pati- 
ence, and long-ſuftering , which not 
only endures ſuch a wretch as I am ; 
but permits me to ſpeak unto thee, 
and to cry for mercy to that love, 
whichi have ſo much abuſed. O that 
I were ſenſibly affefted with ſome- 
thing of thee ! That at leaſt thy ſpa- 
ring and forbearing mercy did migh- 
tily move, and everlaſtingly poſleſs 

my 
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poſſeſs my heart with admiration of 
it ! That ſo FE may with the more in- 
genuous ſorrow and grief bewail 
mine offences , againſt ſuch tender 
bowels of compaſſion towards me. 
O that my head were wa- 
Jer. 9. I, 

ters, and mine eyes a foun- 
tain of tears, that I might weep bit- 
terly for my unkind requitals of the 
infinite bounty of thee my Creator, 
and of the inconceiveable love of 
my. bleſſed: Saviour, and of the un- 
wearied grace of thy holy Spirit, 
which I hope I ſtill feel working | in 
my heart ! 

Fill me, O God, with the ſaddeſt 
remembrance of all my follies; and 
poſſeſs my reaſon ſo much againſt 
them , that I may have an utter ha- 
tred and deteſtation of them, as the 
greateſt offences to me , as well as 9 
thy divine Majeſty. It is eafter, I 
know, to make large confeſſions, than 
to be truly contrite and broken 1n 
heart : and we are more inclined to 


F 'gh and groan under the ſenſe of = 
dl 
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diſpleaſure, than to adbor that which 
7s. .evil, and to cleave 10 
that wbich is good, Be 
thou therefore pleaſed, Pal. 42. 8. 
O Lord the Father of our 
ſpirits,, to wound my 
ſoul with a lively ſenſe of the vile- 
neſs of my behaviour towards thee, 
the God of my life , in whoſe hand my 
breath is, and whoſe are all my ways. 
Eſtrange me from every thing, that 
will not let me love thee with all 
my heart, and ſoul, and ſtrength 3 
by whom it is that I have power to 
love any thing at all. Set my heart 
in fuch a perfect enmity to all things 
contrary to thy bleſſed will , that I 
may never be reconciled to them any 
more. And diſpoſe me to ſuch an 
entire affection to all thy commands, 
that none of them may be grievous 
to me, bnt I may account thy yoke 


Rom. 12, 9. 


' Dan. s. 23. 


to be ealie, and thy burden to be 


light. 
And then be merciful unto me, 


200d Lord, according to thy loving- 
kind- 
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kindneſs : according unto 


ES the multitude of thy ten- 
25. 7 der mercies blot out my 
38. 18. tranſgreſſuons. Be merci- 
DRY ful unto me for Jeſus his 


ſake, who came into the 
143-2 world, anddyed to fave 
130. 3» 4- poo O remember not 
the fins of my youth , nor 

06 $6 ks hr 2am of my 
28. IT, riper years: according to 

| thy mercy remember thou 

me, for thy goodneſs ſake, O Lord. For 
confeſs mine iniquity, and am ſorry 
for my ſin. 1 acknowledge my " wnto 
thee, and mine iniquity have 1 not hid. 
Enter not therefore into judgment with 
thy ſervant : for if thou, Lord, ſhouldſt 
mark iniquitiesz O Lord , who ſhall 
and 2 but there is forgiveneſs with 
thee : that thou mayeſt be feared. Thou 
art good and ready to forgive : and 
plenteows in mercy unto all them that 
call upon thee. Give ear therefore unto 
wy prayer , and attend to the voice of 
my ſupplications. And for thy names 


ſake 
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ſake pardon mine iniquity , for it is 
great, 


VIL 


Great are thy tender mercies , O 
Lord 3 who haſt not yet caſt me a- 
way from thy preſence , nor dealt 
with me after my ſins, nor rewarded 
me according to mine iniquities. 
Adored be thine infinite goodneſs, 
that I am fo far from being caſt into 
the place of weeping , wailing and 
gnaſhing of teeth, that I do not yet 
ſuffer here the pains, and the anguiſh 
and miſery, which mine offences have 

:ferved. I might have been la- 
menting them in thoſe doleful com- 
plaints of thy ancient ſervant 3 fay- 
ing, Thine arrows ſtick faſt in me,and 
thy hand preſſeth me ſore. me 
There is no ſoundneſs in <& Ges 
my fleſh, becauſe of thine 
anger «: neither is there a- 83.16, 18, 
ny reſt in my bones, becauſe 
of my ſin. I a troubled, I am bowed 

Z 


down 
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down greatly ;, I zo mourning all the 
day long. For-my loyns are filled with 
a loathſome diſeaſe 5 and there is no 
ſoundneſs in my fleſh. I am feeble and 
ſore broken 5 1 have roared by reaſon 
of the diſquietneſs of my heart. But 
thanks be to thy molt long-ſuftering 
goodneſs, thy fierce anger goeth not 0- 
wer me thy terror hath not cut me off, 
L overs and friends haſt thou not put far 
from me 5 nor mine acquaintance into 
darkneſs. 

Yea, thou declareſt thy felf wil- 
ling to accept me again into friend- 
ſhip with thy ſelf. And haſt in the 
molt loving manner invited me to 
come unto thee, and bid me hope for 
a pardon through thy mercy in Chriſt . 
Jeſus. O how ſweet are thoſe graci- 
ous words; Come unto 
re all ye that labour, and 
Heb. 8. 10,12. are heavy laden, and [ 
ARs 26, 28, Pill give you reſt ! How 
precious are thy promi- 
ſes, that theu wilt put thy laws into our 
mind , and write them in our hearts : 


And 


Matth. 11. 26. 
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And be merciful to our anrighteouſneſs, 
and remember our ſins and iniquities no 
ore | Marvellous was thy mercy, O 
Lord Jeſus, who ſent thine Apoſtles 
to open mens eyes, and to turn them 
from darkneſs to light , and from the 
power of Satan to God, that they might 


. receive forgiveneſs of ſins, and inheri- 


tance among them, who are ſandified 
by faith that is in thee. 


VIE 


I receive with all thankfulneſs this 
thy exceeding great grace , which 
hath declared, that zf we walk 7» the 
light as thou art in the 
light , we ſhall have fellow- 
ſhip one with another, and x.oy; 19. 29, 
the blood of Feſus Chriſt 
thy Sor ſhall cleanſe us from all ſin. 1 
admire thy 1ncomprehenfible love. 
O how great 3s the loving kindneſs of 
the Lord our God, and his compaſſuon 
unto ſuch, as turn unto him in boli- 
neſs ! It conſtrains me to offer upmy 

£%. ſeif 


1 Joh. 1. 7. 
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ſelt with tEe heartieſt affeQion to thy 
ſervice : reſolving hereafter to be 
more watchful, more diligent, more 
zealous n the performance of my du- 
ty 3 and to walk more circumſpectly 
as a child of the light, and to make it 
my delight to do thy will, O God. 
Behold, O Lord, my heart is bent to 
reſign it ſelf perfetly into thy hands : 
and to make a new dedication of all 
the powers of my ſoul and body to 
be employed continually in well do- 
_ ing. 1 have ſworn and 
"119 3% am ſledfaſily purpoſed to 
31, IT. keep thy righteous precepts. 
12.16 FT have choſen the way of 
truths thy judgments have 

16.115. þ[ laid before me. I will 
111. 112. ſtick unto thy teſtimonies © 
and run the way of thy 
commandments. Thy word have I hid 
in my heart ;, that I may not ſin againſt 
thee. I will rejoyce in the way of thy 
teſtimonies , as much as in all riches. 
I will meditate in thy precepts : and 


bave reſpe& unto thy ways. 1 will de- 
light 
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light my ſelf alſo in thy ftatutes : I will 
never forzet thy word. Depart from me, 
ye evil doers : for TI will keep the com- 
manaments of my God. Thy teſt imonies 
have I taken as my heritage for ever : 
for they are the rejoycing of my heart. I 
have inclined my heart to perform thy 
ſtatutes alway ; even unto the end. 


Þ 


Accept, I beſeech thee, the free-ill- 
offerings of my mouth, O 
Lord, and teach me thy * 119. 108. 
PL 34>35,l1O,lls, 
Judgments, Give me un- 14,6, 117. 
derſtanding , and TI ſhall 
keep thy law : yea T ſhall obſerve it with 
my whole heart. Make me to go in the 
path of thy commandments ; for there- 
in ao I delight, With my whole heart 
have I ſought thee : O let me not wan- 
der from thy commandments. T am 
ſenſible of the exceeding great weak- 
neſs and inconſtancy of our nature, 
and that without thy gracious aids, I 
(hall not be able to accompliſh theſe 
FA reſolu- 
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reſoJutions. And therefore I look up 
unto thee, with the more ardent de- 
tres, for power from above, to con- 
frm and ſtrengthen them ; and to 
a{liſt me mightily to fulfil thy whole 
good will and pleaſure. I will ſted- 
ta{tly depend upon the promiſe of my 
bleſſed Saviour , who hath told me 
chat thou wilt give thy holy Spirit to 
them that ask it of thee. My hope, 
OO Gad, 1s 12 this thy true and faith- 
fal word. Ophold we according unto 
thy Ford, that I may live; and let me 
ot be aſhamed of my hope. Hold thou 
ze up, and I ſhall be ſafe : and I will 
have reſfpe& unto thy ſtatutes continual- 
/p, Preferve in me ſuch a lively ſenſe 


of thy good will and readineſs to help 


me,that [ may be {o ſtrong in our Lord 

and in the power of his might, as to be 

able to do all things through Chriit 
rengthening of me. 

4 Othou =o of mercies, who haſt 

beſtowed ſo many and fo great blel- 

ſings on us without askingz who haſt 


viſited us ſo lovingly, when we could 
not 
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not defire any grace from thee ; and 
when we could, but did not deſire 
it z and when we did, but very cold- 
ly; and with little devotion of ſpi- 
rit : deny not the humble and impor- 
tunate requeſts of thy poor ſupplicant, 
who molt earneſtly befeeches thee, 
that thou wilt grant me, 
according to the riches of 
thy glory, to be ſtrengthened with might, 
by thy Spirit, in the inner man. Arm 
me therewith againſt the ailaulrs of 
all temptations, either from the good, 
or the evil things of *his life 3 that 
they may never ſeduce,” or deter me 
from my duty : but I may do virtu- 
ouſly in all points, according to my 
Chriſtian profeſſion, an4 thoſe vows 
and promiſes, wherein I ſtand enga- 
ged to thee. 


Epvltcl. 3. 16. 


X. 


Fill me, O God, with the whole 
knowledge of thy Will, in all wif- 
dom and ſpiritual underſtanding , that 

ſ 


Z 4 
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1 may walk worthy of the Lord, unto all 
pleaſing , being fruitful in every good 
work, and increaſing in the knowledge 
of thee , my God. Increaſe that faith, 
likewiſe more and more, which work- 
eta by love, and parifieth the heart, and 
#vercometh the world. Stir up in me 
that lively hope, which may make me 
parifie my ſelf , even as thou art pure < 
and that ardent love to thee, which 
will make me cheartully do thy will, 
and lave my Brethren, with a pu-e 
heart fervently. | 

Excite 1n me a great hunger and 
thirſt after righteouſneſs 3 till I feel th2 
ſatisfaction of perte& reconciliation 
with thee, and conformity to thee, 
Continue me in the number of thoſe, 
who are humble and lowly in their 
own eyes, and moderate in all their 
appetites and defires, who mourn dai- 
ly that they have offended thee, and 
that others keep not thy Laws: who 
are week and gentle towards all men, 
in heart and word, and all their acti- 
ons: who are merciful and kind, rea- 


dy 
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dy to give and to forgive : who are 
pure 1n all their thoughts, intentions, 
paltions and converſation: and who 
ftudy the things that make for peace; 
and who are void of all pride and 
vain glory, of all ſtrife and contenti- 
on 5 endeavouring to keep the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace, O my 
God, poſſeſs me with ſuch a- ſtrong 
ſenſe of the bleſſedneſs which thou 
haſt pronounced to all theſe 5 that I 
may be willing alſo to- ſuffer wrong 
rather than to-do it, and to ſuffer a- 
ay thing for rightcouſnels ſake with a 
conſtant heart ; giving thanks unto 
thee that thou wilt honour me, and 
count me worthy to ſuffer for the 24ame 
of Christ. 

Help me to give a good example to 
all my Neighbours by the lincere pra- 
Ztice of all theſe virtues ; ſhining x 2 
light in the world, and being the ſalt 
of the earth + That others ſeeing 12y 
good works , may glorifie thee our hea- 
zenly Father. Diſpoſe my heart to caſ# 
all its- care-on- thee 5 to pray without 

Z 5 coaſong.. 


514 A large Form 


ceaſing ; to bleſs thy holy Name at all 
times; to truſt in thee, with a (tedfaſt 
confidence 1n thy Almighty goodneſs; 
to make thee my ſtrength, and my for- 
treſs, and the rock of my ſalvation 3, to 
bave my converſation without covetouſ- 
neſs 5 and to ſet my affeFions on things 
above, where Chriſt is at thy right hand, 
Iz the multitude of my thoughts within 
we, let thy comforts, O Lord, delight 
#:y ſoul, When I am full, O that I 
may never wax wanton , or forget 
thee ; but ſtill rejozce in our Lord al- 
way : that ſo when I have nothing, I 
may be as poſſeſſeng all things. 

Let the doing of my duty ever be 
my pleaſure: and to ſerve thee be a 
great reward. Let a contented mind, 
be inſtead of all that I want: and a 
thankful heart, (weeten all my enjoy- 
rents. Let patience always eaſe me 
under my burdens , and an entire 
ſubmiſliion to thy will, breed in me 
a ſetled tranquillity of ſpirit. Let 
my delight be in the excellent that 
are in the earth ; and my thoughts 

| be 
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be very much there while: T live, 
where I deſire to be when | dye: That 
heaven being my aim, my hope, and 
the longing expeQation of my ſoul, I 
may conquer all dift-ulttes in my way 
to it 3 and go through honour and 
diſhonour , good report and bad re- 
port , proſperity and adverlity, with 
the ſame chearfulneſs and evenneſs of 
mind 3 till at laſt I come to that place 
of re(t and peace with the glorified 
Jeſus, who 1s able to give eternal life 
ro them that obey him. 


X I. 


Bleſſed be thy Name, who haſt in- 
ſpired my heart with theſe holy de- 
fires 3 and wrought thele purpoſes 
and reſolutions in me. It is an ear- 


neſt, I hope, of thy never failing love 


towards mes; in aflarance of which 
I repoſe my ſelf with full ſatisfaftion 
of heart. Yea, this is my joy and my 
glory, that I know thee'z and that 
I live under the care of thy wile, 

merciful, 
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merciful, and almighty providence 
at preſent, and that I have the pro- 
miſe of remiſhon of fins, and of a 
crown of life 5 when the times of re- 
reſhment ſhall come from 
OD — and rad, ore 
2 Sam. 23-5, ſend Jeſus to conduct all 
the faithful to that glori- 
ous place where he lives, 
Plal, 103-21. Thijs is my ſalvation and 
all my deſire. Now that 
I fee thy abundant love, O heavenly 
Father, it ſufficeth Rejoyce with 
me likewiſe, all ye Angels of God, 
according to the word of our Lord, 
that there 7s joy in heaven over one ſin- 
ner that repenteth. Bleſs the Lord, ye 
heavenly hoſts , ye miniſters of his that 
do his pleaſure. And, O that this joy 
may increaſe continually by my daily 
increaſe in all goodneſs, and the per- 
fecting of my repentance ! till I come 
to be admitted into their company, 
and 2nter into the joy of my L ord. 


Luke I 5. 7» 


XB. 
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XIE 


And I wiſh the ſame happineſs to 
all Mankind , which I defire for my 
ſelf. It will multiply my joy to ſee 
all the People praiſe thee , O God, 
to ſee all the People praiſe thee. O 
make a joyful noiſe unto 
the Lord all ye lands.Serve Pal 100. 1. 
the Lord with gladneſs, 9s, gg, 
and come before his pre- 
ſence with thanksgiving, Give unto 
the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people, 
give unto the Lord glory and ſtrength. 
Give unto the Lord the glory due unto 
his Name : bring an offering, and come 
into his courts. O worſhip the Lord 
with holy worſhip : fear before him all 
the earth. 

More eſpecially , I defire the in- 
creaſe of grace, mercy and peace to 
thy choſen people : Beſeeching thee 
to bleſs thy univerſal Church, and 
to fill the hearts of all its members 
with, thy love 3 that they may ret 

neither 
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neither day nor night , ſaying , Blef- 
ſed be God : Blefled be the glorious 
Majeſty of heaven and earth, whoſe 
power, wiſdom and goodneſs excel 
all praiſe, and endure for ever. And 
ariſe, O God, for the ſigh- 
Plal. 10-18. 2p of the poor and the 
needy : let not the men of 

the earth always oppre 
- M them. Let the TY 
3 1921 of thy people come out of 
thy holy place. Be thou ex- 
9 alted in thy own ſtrength, 
and ſo will we'ſins and 

raiſe thy power. Lord, continue th 
th ALIN; anto thoſe that Pi 
thee, and thy righteouſneſs to men of 
upright heart. Let not the foot of 
pride come againſk them : and let not 
the hand of the wicked remove them. 
O let the wickedneſs of the wicked 
come to an end : but eſtabliſh thou the 

aſt. 

FC O Lord, and defend that 
part of thy Church which thou haſt 
planted in theſe Kingdoms, Great 


and 


I4 7. 


—_— 


ESR os BR EE ns 


of Devotion. 519 
and innumerable have been thy mer- 
cies to us: but, alas! weare a ſtub- 
born and rebellious people 5 a people that 
et not our heart aright , and whoſe ſþi- 
rit hath not been ſtedfaſt with thee. And 
therefore thou haſt juſtly plagued us 
many ways: and we ſhould have but 
our deſerts, if thy hand ſhould ſtill be 
ſtretched out to puniſh us ſeven tines 
more for our fins. But what 3s man, 
that thou ſhouldſt take diſ- 
pleaſure at him 2 or what 
#5 a corruptible generation, » Eſdras 8.3 RE 
that thou ſhouldeſt be ex= 35, 36: 
tremely angry with them ? 

For in truth there is none Phil. 79. 8, 9. 
among them but hath dealt 
wicked!ly : and among the 
faithful there us none that 
hath not dope amiſS. But in this, O 
Lord , thy righteouſneſs and goodneſs 
{hall be declared , if thou be merciful to 
them which have aot the confidence of 

900d works. 
O be merciful unto us, be merciful 
unto us 3 and do not utterly forſake 
uYc 


Pal. 78. 8. 


I198. 2%, 
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us. O remember not against us former 
7niqnities , and that we have ſo ſoon: 
forgot thy works, and the wonderful 
deliverances which thou haſt given 
us. Help 4, @ God of onr ſalvation, 
for the glory of thy Name , and deliver 
#5 and purge away our ſins for thy names 
fake. Fill us with thy wiſdom from 
above, that we may be heartily in 
love with the Religion, which we 
profeſs : and preſerve us in it for e- 
ver. Defeat: the counſcls of all its 
enemies: and bring: their wicked de- 
vices to nought. Unite us to each 
other in brotherly love : and make 
us at peace among our lelves. O let 
peace. be within this Church : Let 
them proſper that love her, and ſeek her 
good, Save now , I beſeech thee, O. 
Lord: O' Lord, I beſeech thee, ſend 
now- proſperity. 

And for that end endue our Sove- 
raign Lord:, the King, with all the 
gifts and graces of thy holy Spirit. 
Hear the daily prayers of thy Church 
for him. ; that he may always -incline ” 

Dy. 
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thy will, and walk in thy ways: and 
ſtudy to preſerve thy people committed 
to his charge, in wealth , peace and 
godlineſi, Enlighten all our Biſhops, 
Prieſts and Deacons with true know- 
ledge and underſtanding of thy word 
and enable them both by their life 
and doctrine to ſet it forth, and ſhew 
it accordingly. Teach all our Coun- 
ſe]lors and Senators wiſdom : and 
give all our Magiſtrates courage and 
zeal, to execute Juſtice, and to main- 
tain Truth, Vouchſa;e to all thy 
people increaſe of grace, to heap thy 
word with meekneſs, and to receive 
It with pure and ſincere affection, and 
to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit. 
Give them honeſt and good hearts, 
to honour and obey the King, and al! 
that are put in authority under him ; 
to ſubmit themſelves to all their Go- 
vernours, Teachers, ſpiritual Paſtors 
and Maſters 3; to order themſelves 
lowly and reverently to all their bet- 
ters; to be careful not to hurt one 
another by word or deed 3 to be _ 
an 


522 ” large Form 


and true 1n all their dealing 3 to bear 
no malice nor hatred in their hearts ; 
to preſerve themſelves in temperance, 
ſoberneſs and chaſtity 3 not to covet 
one anothers goods 3 but to learn an 
labour truly to get their own living, 
and to do their duty in that ſtate of 
life, unto which it hath pleaſed thee 

to call them. | 
And, good Lord, bleſs the honeſt 
labours of all men among us, and 
crown them with good ſucceſs : E- 
ſpecially of thoſe who have any work 
In hand, for the glory of thy Name, 
the increaſe of Chriſtian piety , and 
the peace of thy Church. Reward 
the bounty of all charitable perſons, 
elther for the honour of Religion, or 
the relief of theny that are in poverty. 
And make the bones which thou haſt 
broken to rejoyce. Comfort all that 
are 1In a ſorcowful condition : and 
bring them out of all their troubles. 
Send thy Angel to guide and preſerve 
thoſe who are in journeys, upon their 
lawful occaſions. Let them that go 
down 


fouls abide in good, and 
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down into the deep, and do buſineſs 
upon the great waters, obſerve thy 
providence 3 and praiſe thee for thy 

oodnelſs, and for thy wonderful 
works for the children of men. For- 


give all that have done me any evil : 


and requite the kindneſs of thoſe who 
have done me any good. Let their 
their ſeed inherit the earth, _— 
Rejoyce the heart of all my Friends : 
and fulfil the petitions of all that have 
deſired my prayers. Let none that wait 
on thee, O Lord, be aſha- 
med : let all them that truſt 
in thee, ſay continually, The Lord be 
magnified. Save and deliver every one 
of #5, O Lord our God, from the hands 
of our enemies , to give thanks unto thy 
holy Name, and to triumph in thy praiſe. 
Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, from everlaſting to 
everlaſting 5 and let all the people ſay, 
Amen, Praiſe the Lord. 


106. 4lt. 


After 
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Frer this, if the ſþ;rits be tired, it 
well be fit to give them ſome re- 
freſhment. And then it will be very 
profitable to read and weizh ſeriouſly our 
Saviour's Sermon upon the Mount, con- 
tained in the V. VI. and VII. Chapters 
of the Goſpel according to St. Matthew. 
And ſuch med;tatioas may be interſper- 
ſed as are moſt ſuitable to the perſon's - 
condition and occaſions : With the ad- 
aition of ſome of the prayers foregoing, 
for RESOLUTION i#n nell doing, 
or for the DIVINE GRACE ; or 
for good SUCCESS in any buſinef, 
or for Friends that are TROUBLED 
IN MIND, or are in a long JOUR- 
NET, &c. And then conclude with 
the following Prayer and Thankſ9t- 


VING. 
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Moſt humbly adore and worſhip 
thee, O Lord moſt high, the pol- 
{e{lor of heaven and earth : And ad- 
mire thy infinite love to Mankind, 
whom thou haſt thought worth the 
expence of the blood of thy dear Son, 
and the conduct and afſliſtance of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and the Miniſtry of An- 
gels (by whom thou exerciſcſ{t a moſt 
watchful providence over us) and fo 
many gracious meſſages from heaven, 
wherein thou haſt plainly declared, 
that thou defireſt to ſee us eternally 
happy, by being made partakers of a 
Divine Nature. When we ſeriouſly 
conſider thy glorious perfeCtions and 
thy aſtoniſhing kindneſs towards us, 
we may juſtly wonder at our ſelves, 
that we ſhould ever refuſe to be con- 
formed to thy will ; nay, that we 
ſhould not be exceeding forward to 
joyn our ſelves unto thee , in moſt 
hearty love and entire friendſhip with 
thee, 
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thee. I am amazed at the dulneſs and 
ſtupidity of our Nature ; that there 
ſhould need ſo many intreaties and 
beſeechings of us, to be ſo happy. It 
1s impoſſible to think of thee, and to 
prefer any thing in our efteem , and 
defire and choice, and delight and 
Joy, before thy favour and good will 
towards us : who art ſo able and fo 
deſirous to beſtow the greateſt bliſs 
upon us. . And therefore I moſt ear- 
neſtly beſeech thy goodneſs, that to 
all other mercies which I have begged 
of thee, thou wilt add this grace, to 
bring thy (elf often to my remem- 
brance, and to poſleſs my heart with 
a conſtant, ſerious and deep ſenſe of 
thy marvellous kindneſs ; 1n giving 
me liberty to chuſe ſo great a good as 
thy ſelf, and. in propoundiog to my 
will ſuch everlaſting happineſs 3 and 
in drawing me from thoſe ways, 
which are contrary even to my peace 
and ſatisfaction here , by ſuch power- 
ful motives to well doing. 
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Awaken., O Lord , awaken this 


ſenſe continually in my mind. Faſten 


my thoughts upon thoſe unſeen and 
eternal enjoyments. Make me feel] 
what an happineſs it 1s to love thee 
with all my heart; to.cleave unto thee 
againſt all temptations which would 
allure or affright me from my duty ; 
to bleſs and praiſe thee with joyful 
lips 3 to be kept 1n perfe& peace and 
tranquillity, while my mind is ſtayed 
on thee 3 to be full and ſatisfed, and 
to defire nothing more, but to live 
for ever in thy love.  O make me 
more and more to conceive and re- 
member , what an infinite delight, 
thou the infinite good canſt pour forth 
into us; how highly our Lord Jeſus 
1s dignified and exalted ; and that 
thou haſt made him moſt 
bleſſed for ever, and made 
him exceeding glad with thy counte- 


zance 5 and that he will bring all thy 
chil- 


Plal. 21. 6. 
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children unto his glory : Settle in my 

foul ſuch ſtrong apprehenſions of 
theſe things ; that they may purifie 
my heart more perfedly , and pro- 
voke me to an unwearied diligence in 
well doing, and make me exdure hard- 
ſhip alſo, 1f need be, as 4 good ſouldier 
of Feſus Chriſt , who was made perfe# 
through ſufferings. 


[TT, 


And aſſift me eſpecially in theſe ho- 
ly addreſſes to thee 3 that continuing 
inſtant in prayer, I may feel my heart 
lifted up more and more towards hea- 
ven, by ardent breathings after thee. 
And endue me likewiſe with ſuch a 
ſpirit of wiſdom, and ſuch ſincerity 
of heart, that I may never be diſcou- 
raged, though I fa"! ſhort of the height 
of my deſires : but I may always 
thankfully acknowledge thy grace, 
12 what I have attained , and labour 
earneſtly to grow better , with a 


quiet, patient, even and ſteady mind. 
Pre- 
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Preſerve in me an humble confidence, 
that thou wilt never forſake the work 
of thine own hands; and let that 
confidence make me induſtrious, but 


not ſlothful. And let thy holy Spirit 


bleſs and further my endeavours; and 
a fervent deſire and hearty good will 
preſs me forward ; and the pleaſures 
of Religion mightily indear it to me 5 
and the joy that thou haſt ſet before 
me, make me run the way of thy 
commandments with an enlarged 
heart. And the nearer I come to the 
end of my race, may it pleaſe thy 
goodneſs to preſent me with a clearer 
ſight of that Crown of Life , which 
our Lord hath promiſed ! Open to 
me more of the treaſures of thy King- 
dom 3 and fill me with a greater joy 
in hope of thy glory : that ſo I may 
be willing to be diſſolved, and to be 
with Chriſt, which is beſt of all. 
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And now, O Lord, what thanks 
ſhall I render unto thee for theſe ho- 
ly thoughts, defires and affections, 
which, by thy grace, I feel in my 
heart : together with all the other 
benefits, which thou haſt beſtowed 
on me, or intendeſt for me ? Great 
and marvellous things, O God , haſt 
thoy wrought for the Children of 
Men : and thoy halt promiſed far 
Treater, if we will but be truly grate- 
ul unto thee, for what we have al- 
ready received. Thou ſendeſt one 
bleſſing, as the earneſt of another : 
having given thy Son to us, that he. 
might give us thy holy Spirit 3 and 
given him to dye for us, that he 
might give us life. Thou granteſt 
to us thy grace, that we may repent : 
and thou giveſt repentance, that thou 
mayeſt give us pardon : and thou 
ardonelt our ſins, that we may be 
thy children 3 and being thy children 
thou 


of Devotion. $3t 
thou deſigneſt to make us thy heirs 
together with our bleſſed Saviour. 
Thou giveſt us temporal bleſſings, 
that we may thirſt after ſpiritual : and 
thou filleſt us with ſpiritual bleſſings 
in Chriſt, that we may long for the 
accompliſhment of them in immortal 
life. There is none can declare the 
goodneſs of the Lord. We belt de- 
clare our ſenfe of it, when we thank- 
fally receive it 3 and become as good 
as thou would(t have us, and enableſt 
us to be. And how great, how free 
is that goodneſs, which is moſt of all 
pleaſed when we are happy ! and 
eſteems our doing our (elves good, 
with thy grace and favour, the return 
that we ſhould make of thy bounty ! 
Thou doſt us good before we ack 3 
and thou givelt liberally unto us, that 
thou mayeſt move us to -ask more. 
Thou entreateſt us when we are un- 
willing : thou befeecheſt us, that we 
would Jet thee bleſs us, and not put 
impediments in the way of our own 


| happineſs : thou pitteſt us, when we 
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have no compaſſion for our ſelves ; 
and art (till careful of us, when we 
trifle away the richeſt mercies. 


V. 


O the exceeding riches of thy grace 
to the children of men ! who can 
number all thy mercies ? and who 
can underſtand the greatneſs of thoſe, 
of which we make mention ? It is ea- 
fier to ſpeak of them , than to be af- 
feted with the multitude and ſaurpaſ- 
fing value of them : and we can ſoon- 
er be affeted with them, than do a- 
ny thing worth» ſuch excellent love. 
Our Praiſes and  Thankigivings con- 
fiſt too much in words, and tranſient 
admirations, and ſudder: paſſions. O 
that I had ſuch a ſerious, ſuch a confi- 
derate heart, az to reti:*n unto thee, 
the conſtant, uniforr: and chearful 
obedience of a godly !:ie ! By which, 
I know, I ſhall not only moſt praiſe 
and glorifie thee, but do the greateſt 
benefit to my ſelf. And when I have 

done 
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done all that I can, I will acknow- 
ledge my ſelf an unprofitable ſervant, 


that hath done no more, than was his 


duty to do. I will eſteem all »y 


goodneſs, to be the fruit of thy great 


goodneſs to me. And | will rejoyce 
1n this, that thou art formed in me, 
and that I am made like unto the Son 
of thy love ; and that I have hopes 
through thy abundant and undeler- 
ved mercy to live with him in his hea- 
venly Kingdom. Which I befeech 
thee haſten, to the eternal joy of 
all thoſe that love his appearing. A- 
men, Amen. Let thy kingdom come ; 
that | may ſee the good of thy choſen, 
and glory with thine inheritance - 
and we may all with united hearts 
and affetions render our thanks 
unto thee, and ling thy everlaſting 
praiſes. 


The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the love x4 God , oe 4 om 
nication of the Holy Ghoſt , be with 
me, and with all thy people every 

Aa 3 where, 
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where, both now and always. Amer. 


A Prager in Lent, or upon any publick 
Faſt. 


I. 


Moſt glorious God ; who art 

J from everlaſting to everlaſt- 
iog bleſled in thy felt ; and who a- 
lone canſt fatisfte the hungry ſoul, and 
filleſt the humble with good things, 
In a ſerions ſenſe of my own emptineſs 
and thy fulneſs; of my great needs, 
and thy bounty and readinefs to be- 
ſtow thy benefits, I caſt down my 
{clt before thee : worſhipping and 
:doring thine incomprehenſible per- 
feaions, With a great fear of thy Al- 
mighty Majeſty, and an humble hope 
12 thive infinite goodneſs , and an 
hearty love to thy purity and righte- 
ouſneſs, and entire ſubmiſſion to thy 
holy 
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holy Will : believing thy gracious 
promiſes, deliring to be guided by 
thy wiſdom , depending on thy prc- 
vidence, blefling and prailing thee for 
thy unſpeakable mercies to me, and 
earneſtly beſeeching the continuance 
. of them 3 with a continued ſenſe in 
my heart of thy abundant goodnels 
to me, and to all thy creatures, and 
of thoſe duties which I owe to thee, 
and to all men. 


[[. 


I moſt forrowfully bewail my care- 
| leſneſs, O Lord, that I have had 
{o ſeldom, or ſo ſhort, or ſo cold and 
little affe&ting thoughts of thee : aad 
that I have performed theſe a&ts of 
worſhip and adoration , of fear and 
reverence, of faith and love, of ſub- 
miſſion and reſignation, of ſupplica- 
tion and thankſgiving, with ſo little 
intention and earneſtneſs of mind, 
with ſo little zeal and fervency 
of affegion, and with fo little hu- 

Aa 4 mility 
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mility and proſtration of ſpirit. No- 
thing, O my God, is of ſo bitter re- 
membrance to my thoughts, nothing 
is ſuch a load to my heart, as that I 
have loved the world, at any time, 
more than thee; and purſued with 
greater eagerneſs the poſſeſſions, and 
pleaſures, and honours of a dying 
life, than the glory and treaſures of 
thy Kingdom, the joy and happine!s 
of eternal endurance. It grieves me 
to think that I have, at any time, 
{o coldly entertained the glad tidiogs 
of falvation 3 ſo liſtlefly embraced 
the loving invitations of my dear 
Saviour 3 ſo negligently improved 
the helps and afhſtances of the ho- 
ly Spirit of Grace 3 and ſo faintly 
ſought, I ſorrowtfully again acknow- 
ledge, that glory, honour and im- 
mortality which Chriſt hath brought 
| to light by his Goſpel. How little 
have I been wounded with the dying 
and bleeding of thine only begotten 
Son for my fake! How little con- 


cerned ſometimes in his paſſionate 
deſires 
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deſires of the happineſs of Mankind ! 
How little melted with the ardent 
flames of his incomparable love ! How 
little moved or perſwaded with. his 
importunate iatreatics ! How incom- 
pliant with his inſpirations, diſobedi- 
ent to his commands., and inſenſible 
of his precious promiſes, and feartul 
threatnings ! 


FL.I, 


[ have praiſed thee, alas!. but ſel- 
dom or {lightly , for ſo glorious an 
example, as he hath left us, of an ho- 
ly life; for the effets. and fuits of 
his paſſion and interceſſion 5. and for 
the power - which he hath obtained 
at thy right hand. And lother have 
I, too. often , been to: 1mitate his 
life, and to employ. that powerwhich 
he hath ſent me from. heaven, to 
bring. my heart to a conformity 
with his pattern. How often have [ 
received thy good creatures with- 
out ſuch ſerious and hearty. thankſ\- 

Aa5 givings. 
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(MR. givings for them, as they deſerve! 
| Wi and taſted their (weetneſs, with little 
| ſenſe of thee, or delight 1n thee, who 
art the fountain of all bliſs: How ſol- 
licitous have I been to pleaſe men, 
and obtajn the good opinion and 
praiſe of others ; rather than to-pleaſe 
thee, and to do thy Commandments, 
the praiſe of which endureth for ever /! 
O the little envyings that have been 
in my heart at my Brethrens greater 
proſperity ! and my aptneſs to be an- 
gry and-peeviſh; to entertain ſuſpi- 
ctons eaſily 3 to make wrong or un- 
kind interpretations 3 to aggravate 
offences 3 and to keep too long a 
{:nſe of injuries ! I hate my ſelf even 
for theſe things. O how vile then 
and odious are all thoſe fins of inju- 
ſtice, or unmercifulneſs, of 
, Here confe® which I may have been 


them particu- 
tart. - any?” 


I'V. 


Be merciful unto me, O Lord, be 
METrci- 
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merciful unto me 3 through the blood 
of that ſpotleſs Lamb, which was ſhed 
for the (ins of the world, Remem- 
ber not againſt me the vanity of my 
thoughts, the errors and miſtakes of 
my judgment, the pride of my ſpirit, 
the greedineſs of my ſenſual deſires, 
the violence and diſorder of any of 
my paſſions , the unrulineſs of my 
tongue, the inconſtancy of my pur- 
poſes, or the baſenefs and unworthi- 
nels of any of my ends and intentious, 
O Holy God, and merciful Father, 
enter not into judgment with me for 
the miſpenſe of my precious time, for 
tetting {lip. any good opportunities, 
or for my ill huibandiag the many Ta- 
lents, which thou haſt intruſted me 
withal. Let not the abuſe of any of 
thy creatures, the il example that [ 
have given to any of my Neighbours, 
my unthankfulneſs for a: world: of 
mercies , my 1nobſervance or forget- 
tiilneſs of thy fatherly providences, 
and my inſen{ibleneſs of others miſce- 
ries, be charged upon me at the day 
of 
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of our Lord, or incenſe thy ſevere 
diſpleaſure againſt me in this preſent 
life. O remember not my mmode- 
rate ſorrow for worldly lofles 3 my 
exceſiive pleaſure ia the abundance 
of any worldly enjoyments; the dead- 
neſs of my grief, and the fcarcity of 
my tears, for my own fins, and the 
fins of others ;. and the heartleſneſs of 
my joys in thee, andin thy Son Chriſt; 
and for all the good thou haſt done 
to. me and to my Brethren, or which 
they do. for thy honour, and the com- 
fort of thy People. Let not any diſ- 
content with my condition, provoke 
thee to make it worſe : nor my want 
of love to thee, deprive me of the 
love of others: nor the breach of any 
of my reſolutions, be puniſhed with 
an indifferency and carelefneſs of ſpi- 
rit : nor the abuſe of any of thy bleſ- 
fings , or unthankfulneſs for them, 
move thine offended goodnels to ſtrip 
me naked of them. 


LE 
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But, gracious Lord, ſo pardon me, 
as to give we the grace of thy holy 
Spirit to change and renew me 
throughout, in ſpirit , foul and bo- 
dy , and to enable me daily to a- 
mend my life according to thy holy 
word. That's the hearty defire and 
purpoſe of my ſoul : which longs for 
nothing more than a power from a- 
bove, to poſſeſs me with more ſtea- 
dy and affeionate thoughts of thee ; 
and to fill me with a more inflamed 
love to thee, and to all my Brethren ; 
and to diſpoſe my will to reſign it 
ſelf in all things to thee , and ch<ar- 
fully to comply with thy providence, 
and zealouſly to employ all holy 
opportunities of doing: or receiving 
good. O God, deny m: not this 
great grace, though unworthy of the 
leaſt ; but ſtrengthen me with inight 
by thy Spirit in the intcy min, . Let 
it teach and. dire me in. the right 

Way 3 
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way ; let it aſſiſt me to walk in it; let 
it conſtantly encourage my progreſs ; 
chearing and refreſhing me when I 
am ready to faint, upholding me when 
[ am ready to fall, recovering me when 
[ (lip, enabling me with fervent deſires 
to implore thy mercy, and with re- 
ſolved watchfulneſs to ſtrengthen my 
ſelf againſt all temptations for the 
time. to COME, 


VI. 


. Preſerve in me ſuch a ſerious and 
deep ſenſe of the worth of my ſoul, 
of the weight of all eternity, of the 
certainty and greatneſs of the glory 
which ſhall be revealed , that they 
may prevail more with me than all 
the honours, and riches, and pleaſures 
of this life. Prepoſleſs me with a. clear 
underſtanding of the Goſpel of our 
Saviour, with a ſtrong faith, a fervent 
charity, anda lively hope, againſt a)l 
other things that preſs upon me, and 


ſollicite my affections : that fo no- 
| thing 
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thing may find admittance into my 
heart, but what ſhall ſubmit to thy 
laws, and live under the government 
and diſcipline of our Lord Jeſus. In- 
ſtrak me how to make all my plea- 
ſures diſcreet, moderate and uleful to 
me 3; that\they may never take up 
the beſt of my time, nor devour the 
ſtrength of my mind. Teach me to 
uſe the riches of this world aright, 
and to do good to my ſelf and others 
with them. Diſpoſe me to look upon 
greatneſs or honours but as greater 
opportunities to do thee more ho- 
nour , and the world more ſervice. 
Moderate all my paſſions, and ſubdue 
them perfealy to the obedience of 
Reaſon and Religion. O that all my 
converſation with others may be 1n- 
nocent and profitable : and my pri- 
vate retirements more devout and 
heavenly : and all my employments 
without inordinate cares and fears, or 
any diſtruſt of thy good providence. 
Help me to look upon long life as de- 
lirable , only that I may have more 
time 
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time to-root out perfectly all evil ha- 
bits and diſpolitions, to implant and 
increaſe all Divine Virtues, and to 
do the more good; that I may be 
better fitted for an happy life, world. 
without end. Amer. 


Our Father, &c:. 


hs eo 


The ſame Prayer may be uſed in time of 
any publick calamity : and ſome of 
theſe following Prayers added , as 
there ſhall be occaſion. 


A Prayer in time of Plague. 


" YReat and many,O-Lord, are the 

. fins whereby we have prove- 

ked thee 1n theſe Kingdoms, to fend 
all thy fore judgments upon-us 3 the 
ſword , the famine, and the peſtilence, 
20 cut off fromthem man and beaſt, It 
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1s only of thine infinite mercies, that 
we are not utterly conſumed, and be- 
cauſe thy compaſſions fail not. Bleſ- 
ſed be thy goodneſs, that we are not 
yet delivered into the hand of thoſe 
that hate us ; but only correfted by 
thy own hand, who art the Father of 
mercies. To them we flee now 1n 
our great diſtreſs 5 and beſeech thee, 
that thou wilt not (ſhut up the bowels 
of thy tender mercy and compaſſion 
towards us in diſpleaſure. But puniſh 
us, that thou mayeſt pardon us, and 
amend us, and make us a more devour, 
ſober, righteous and charitable peo- 
ple, zealous of good works. Say to 
thy deftroying Angel, Hold thy hand, 
1t 1s enough, 

Or if thou art pleaſed to have it 
{till ſtretched out againſt us, give 
grace to us who are yet in health to 
fpend our time in examining our 
hearts and lives 3 in bewailing our 
offences ; in ſetling our purpoſes of 
repentance and new obedience; in 1n- 
uring our ſelves to delight 1a Pra = 

an 
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and holy Meditation; in giving thanks 
to thee for thy mercitul prefervation 
of us; in preparing ourſelves for what- 
ſoever chinge thou art pleated to 
make in our condition; and in doing 
good with compaſſionate hearts, to 
thoſe poor people, that lye under thy 
heavy viſitation. And graciouſly 
vouchſafe to beſtow upon them en- 
tire patience and ſubmiſſion to thy 
Will: and enable them with unteign- 
ed repentance and humble hope in 
thy mercy , to reſign themſelves and 
theirs into thy hands 3 that howſoe- 
ver thou ſhalt diſpoſe of any of us,lt- 
ving or dying we may be the Lord's. 


Lord, have mercy upon #4 all, for 
Feſws Chriit his ſake. Amen. 


In 


1] 
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In time of War, 


God, who haſt juſtly puniſhed 
our carnal ſecurity, and abuſe 
of that peace and quietneſs which we 
have enjoyed, by making us hear the 
ſound of the trumpet, and the alarm of 
war 3 be merciful unto us, I moſt 
humbly beſeech thee : and awaken 
every one of our fouls thereby , to 
ſearch and try our ways, and to turn 
unto thee by a timely repentance and 
amendment of our lives. Though 
we deſerve to be cut oft by the ſword, 
which is unſheathed as a fooliſh people 
that have not known thee ; 
ſottiſh children, that have n0 Ss 32s 
underſtanding; who are wiſe Joel $17: 
to do evil, but to do good 
have no knowledge : yet ſpare #s , good 
Lord , ſpare thy people , and give not 
thy beritage to reproach. 
O thou God of peace , who didfſt 
fend thy own Son among thine ene- 


mites, to make reconciliation between 
loft 
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loſt men and thy ſelf ; inſpire our 
hearts , and the hearts of all thoſe | 
with whom we are at difference, with 
a love of peace: and incline us to 
hearken and conſent to reaſonable 
terms of reconciliation, And for that 
end root out of every one of our 
minds and hearts all pride and ambi- 
tion 5 all inordinate deſire of great- 
neſs and dominion ; all covetouſnefs, 
and greedinefs of wealth ; all falie 
opinions, prejudices, and milappre- 
henſions3 all anger, paftion and cauſe- 
leſs jealouſies 3 and eſpecially all ftu- 
dy of revenge ; all rancour and bit- 
terneſs; all hatred and malice 3 with 
whatſoever elſe is contrary to the 
Doftrine and Spirit of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

Poſleſs us with the ſpirit of Truth, 
and love , and brotherly affection. 
Make us tender-hearted, and to have 
compaſſion one towards another 3 to 
ſtudy to be peace-makers 3 to pray 
for peace ; to ſeek thoſe things which 


will make for peace 3 and not only to 
ſeek 


In time of War. 549 


ſeek after it, but to purſue it, to the 
utmoſt of our power. Direct to 
thoſe expedients which will hap- 
pily unite , and tie us faſt together. 
Or if theſe miſerable differences con- 
tinue, and cannot otherwiſe be com- 
poſed , go forth, O Lord, with our 
hoſts : give wiſdom and valour to 
our Leaders 3 refolution and un- 
daunted courage to our Souldiers, 
and good ſucceſs to all thoſe enter- 
priſes which are undertaken for the 
common good and ſafety of theſe 
Kingdoms. O God, let ws fall into 
thy hands, for thy mercies are great : 
but not into the hands of men , when 
they are wrathfully diſpleaſed at ws. 
And if thou art pleafed to crown us 
with victory , give us grace to uſe 
it with moderation , juſtice and cha- 
rity. O that we may overcome 
likewiſe all temptations to bold and 
preſumptuous continuance 1n our 
ſins againſt thee : and be ſubdued 
by thy f:vour towards us, to a ſerious 


{ſtudy and care, how to /ead 2 peace- 
able 
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able life in all godlineſs and honeſty ; 
for the ſake of Chriſt Jeſus, the Prince 
of Peace. Whole grace be with v4 all. 
Amen, 


In time of Scarcity. 


Amen D 5 & te, 


X 


God, who turneſt a fruitful land 
into barrenneſs , for the wicked- 
neſs of them that dwell therein 5 pour 
down upon the ſinful inhabitants of 
theſe I{Jands, a ſerious ſenſe of their 
own undeſervings, and of thy righ- 


. teous judgments , which thou haſt 


ſent upon them. That they may 
humble themſelves before thee, and 
repent of their wantonneſs and riot, 
of their feaſting themſelves without 
fear , and hardening their hearts a- 
gainſt the cries of the poor , of their 
diſcontent and repining in the midſt 
of plenty, and their loathing the Di- 
vine food of their ſouls z which thou 

haſt 


1. | 
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haſt juſtly puniſhed with ſcarcity of 


bread 1n all places. 

Make us aſhamed, O Lord, and 
heartily ſorry for theſe and all other 
our offences againſt thy Divine Ma- 
jeſlty. And as an earneſt of better 
obedience for the time to come, dif- 
poſe the hearts of thoſe who are af- 
flicted , to ſubmit with meekneſs to 


_ thy puniſhment : and preſerve them 


from all murmuring at thy wiſe pro. 
vidence, Open the hearts likewiſe 
of thoſe who are rich, to ſhew mercy 
to them, and comfort them in therr 
miſeries. The greater ſtores of pro- 
viſion any have treaſured up, againſt 
this time of want ; incline them ſo 
much the more to conſider the poor 
and needy, and fear to oppreſs them. 
Enlarge their hearts in more abun- 
dant charity, by the advantage they 
make of this preſent Scarcity. And 
when thou ſhalt have turned it into 
lenty again, Lord, make us all truly 
thankful, and ſoberly to uſe thy blef- 
fings, and to bring forth plentifully 
| the 
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the fruit of good living, to the ho- 
nour and praiſe of thy Name, and the 
eternal happineſs of our ſouls and bo- 
dies, 1n that world where there is no 
want, but fulneſs of joy for evermore. 
Amen. 


2 LL IDee—_—_—_ w—_— 


A Prayer proper for Ember-Week. 
God, the Father of lights, from 


whom . cometh down every good, 

and every perfe# gift ; T am ſenfible 
of thy great grace in ordaining a ſuc- 
ceſſion of men to bleſs in thy Name, 
and to inſtruc us in our duty. I am 
ſenſible of what moment 1t 1s , that 
they ſhould be wiſe and good them- 
ſelves, who are to teach wiſdom, and 
recommend goodneſs and virtue to 
thy People. And therefore I moſt 
humbly befeech thee , to inſpire the 
Biſhops and Paſtors of thy flock with 
the ſpirit of Wiſdom and diſcerning, 
to 
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to make choice of ſuch only to be 
Stewards of the heavenly Myſteries, 
as truſt they are inwardly moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt , to take upon them the Of- 
fice of ſerving in the ſacred Miniſtry of 
thy Church. | 

And inſpire likewiſe all thoſe who 
ſhall be admitted to that ſervice, with 
a great zeal for thy glory, and for the 
honour of our Saviour, and for the 
Salvation of his people. Repleniſh 
them-.ſo abundantly with the know- 
ledge of thy will in all wiſdom and 
ſpiritual underſtanding 5 that they 
may be apt to teach, skilfully divide 
the word of truth, rightly and duly 
adminiſter thy boly Sacraments, ca- 
techiſe and inſtruct the ignorant, ex- 
hort and convince gain-ſayers, fatiſ- 
fie thoſe that are in doubt, confirm 
thoſe that are well reſolved, comfort 
thoſe that mourn, abſolve the peni- 
tent, and convey bleſſings to all thoſe 
who are committed to their charge. 

- And hear, [ beſcech thee, the pray- 
ers of thy whole Church , which are 
| B b now 
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now devoutly offered to thee. And 
ſtir up all the faithful to ſend up ars 
dent ſupplications ;z that thoſe whom 
our ſpiritual Fathers now ſeparate to 
any holy office, being the children of 
faſtings and prayers, may be the more 
laborious and ſucceſsful in the work 
of our Lord, and prove eminent 1n- 
ſtruments of enlarging his. Kingdom 
here on earth, and thereby of bring- 
Ing many ſouls to his Kingdom in hea- 
ven, For which I moſt humbly be- 
feech thee to fit and prepare us all. by 
the miniſtry of thy. faithful ſervants 
every where, for the ſake of our great 
high Prieſt, Chriſt Jeſus. To whom, 
@&c. Amen. 


——_ 
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A Thankggiving for any publick or pri- 


vate mercies. 


God moſt high, and bleſſed for 
evermore: who haſt beſtowed 
uponus the happineſs to know and un- 
derſtand thee, that thou art the "_ 
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of all, and that thou exerciſeft loving 
kindneſs , judgment and 
forge in the earth, 0 
and that thou haſt ſaid, 7 theſe things 
thou delighteſt, Thou art to be wor- 
ſhipped and adored with my oontinu- 
al praiſes and thankſgivings, who am 
here proſtrated before the Throne of 
thy Grace, oppreſſed with the great 
load of thy mercies and benefits, 
which call upon all that 18 within me 
to bleſs thy holy Name. I have often 
acknowledged that thou art the Au- 
thor of my being 3 and that it is thy 
favour which hath made my life not 
to be a burden to me, as it might 
have been by innumerable miſcries. 
And now [I heartily rehew thofe ac- 
knowledgments 3 and, thank thy 
great goodneſs for my long continued _ 
health, eaſe, peace and plenty ; or 
that thou haſt mercifully relieved and 
ſupported me in any ficknels, pain, 
trouble or loſs of worldly goods that 
hath befallen me. Particularly I thank 
thee for thy late blethngs which thou 
Bb 2 laſt 
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haſt conferred upon me , notwith- 
ſtanding my undefervings, and high 
provocations, which | have any way 
given thy Divine Majeſty, to deprive 
me of ail good things. 


[ Here mention the particulars in which 
you are privately concerned : and if 
it be the publick mercy of ceaſing a 
great Contagion, proceed thws.) 


Bleſſed be thy goodneſs, which 
hath preſerved ſo many of us alive in 
the mid(t of a great mortality ; and 
hath reſtored health again into the 
habitations of our Neighbours. Bleſ- 
ſed be thy ſparing mercy which hath 
delivered us from the noiſom peſiilence 5 
and when a thouſand fell 
at our ſide, and ten thou- 
fand at our right hand, didit not ſuf- 
fer it to come nigh our dwelling. Thou 
haſt been our refuge , and our fortreſs, 
our God, in whom we ought to truſt for 
ever. 


Pſal. 91. 2, 7. 


{ After 
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{After a War is ended, ſome ſuch 
words as theſe may be added. ] 


If it had not been theLor d who ws 
on our ſide , may we all : 
well rr had not been _ te 
the Lord who was on our 
{ede, ſh men roſe up a- 
gin * Then they had 29. uct. 
Coal 1 1 up quick, 
when their wrath was kindled agiinit 
#4. Bleſſed be the [ Lord , who hath not 
given #5 as a prey to their teeth. Bleſſz1 
be the Lord, who hath cauſed Wars t9 
ceaſe : and wade our extunics bo bs af 

exce with us. Ut is the Lord, that 
ftilleth the noiſe of the Jes , the noiſe 
of their waves, and the c—_ tt of the 
people, The Lord giveth ſtrength to 
his  9,90h * Te cod bieſſeth his people 


with peace. 


6 ge J. 


Bb3 [ When 
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[When Plepvy is reſtored, ſay] 


Thou hat viſ{ited the earth and ble: 
ſed # 5 thou haſt made it 
very plenteory, Thou haſt 
crowned the year with thy 


Plal. 65. 9, 12. 


Ws goodneſs ; and thy lends 
147. 14- have dropt fatneſs. Thou 
Jocl 2. 23: haſt blefſed onr proviſpor 


abundautly, and ſatisfied 
ou? poor again with bread, Bleſſed be 
the Lord, who bath cauſed the former 
and Laney rain to come down for 1 itt 
their ſeaſon 5 and fill-d ws with the fi- 
welt of the wieat. We cat in plenty and 
are tat ified : Praiſed 7 ve the name? of 
the Lord our God, that hath dealt won- 
drorfly with #2. 


But above ail, thy great and glort- 
ous Name 15 to be prailed, for thine 


incomprehenſible mercy 1n thy Son 


Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent unto us 
with better bleſſings 3 to be the Me- 
diator of our peace with thee, to 
heal 
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heal all the diſeafes of our (ſinful na- 
tures, and to deliver us from the 
power of Satan , and of Hell ana 
Death , and to reſtore us to an im- 
mortal life. Thanks be to thine in- 
finite goodneſs, which hath taught us 
by him the way of truth and righte- 
ouſneſs ; and made him an offering 
for our ſins; and raiſed him from the 
dead, to the Throne of Glory in the 
Heavens ; -and ſent from thence the 
holy Spirit , to enlighten our minds 
with the whole knowledge of thy 
will, and to ſhed abroad thy grear 
love in our hearts, and to be the ear- 
neſt of an heavenly inheritance, toge- 
ther with our bleſſed Lord ; who is 

cir of all things, having the Hoſts 
of Angels ſubjet unto him, whon 
he hath appointed ( blefled be thy 
Name) for the guard. and defence, the 
ſuccour and help of all his faithful 
ſervants. 

I thank thee, O Lord , that thou 
haſt pardoned ſo magy offences 3 and 
ſo gracioully importuned me to re- 
Bb 4 turn. 
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turn to my duty 3 and afforded ſo 
long time and ſpace of repentance 3 
and waited ſo patiently for my a- 
mendment 3 and continued to me 
conſtantly, as I muſt again confels, ſo 
many bleſſings which I have abuſed, 
or reſtored them to me after a ſhorc 
correction of my faults. I cannot 
wiſh for any other happineſs, but on- 
ly for an heart gratefully to reſent 
thy love, and to delight to meditate 
continually on thy tender mercics ; 
that ſo I may love thee more , and 
thank and ſerve thee better the reſt 
of my days, and live in good hope 
to paſs from all this happineſs here, 
to eternal bliſs. And this grace thou 
haſt likewiſe promiſed to beſtow up- 
on me; yea, I feel the motions of 
thy holy Spirit in my heart, exciting 
in me a ſenſe of thy goodneſs, and 
provoking me to love and to good 
works. 

O my ſoul, never forget the loving 
kindneſs of the Lord, Let his Name 
be daily blefled and praiſed with a 


Joy- 
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joyful heart 3 for 4s 
goodneſs endureth con- 
tinually, To him I ought to live, 
and not unto my felt ; for he 15 m 
Creator, and Saviour, and Comfor- 
ter, who daily loadeth me with his 
benefits. Therefore 1 ought to glo- 
rite him, both with my body, and 
with my fpirit , which are his, Ac- 
cept , good Lord, of the unfeigned 
defies and purpoles which thou leeſt 
11 my heart, in all things to-be con- 
formed' to thy Will. And accord- 
ingly afliſt me always with the re- 
newed influences of tay heavenly 
grace, that I may grow un ſpiritual 
wiſdom and knowledge of my duty ; 
and that 1 may heartily love it, and 
faithfally remember it, and pive all 
diligence to periorm it, notwithitan- 
ding any dificulties that. I meet withal 
to oppole it. 

. Enable me to maintair a conftant 
tenſe of thy divine preſence, to reve- 
rence thy holy Name and Word, 2nd 
to walk before thee in all humility, 
| Bbsg thants- 


Pſal. $2: I. 
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thankfulneſs, patience, heavenly- 
mindedneſs, and contentedneſs of ſpi- 
rit, And help me hkewiſe to exer- 
ciſe all juſtice, charity, meekneſs, and 
forgiveneſs towards all Men : and to 
live in a ſober, chaſt and moderate 
uſe of all the good things of ths 
world. Let thy fear always curb the 
diſorders of my paſhions 3 and thy 
love be a ſpur to my endeavours ; 
and the example of the Lord Jeſus, 
and all the Saints provoke me to zeal 
and fervency of ſpirit 3 and the hope 
of eternal bliſs ſtrengthen, encourage 
and make me conſtant in all the troy- 
bles and hardſhips of this life : that 
perſevering in well doing, I may fi- 
niſh my courſe with joy, and win 
the Crown of Righteouſneſs, which 
he hath promiſed to all the faithful. 


| 
Amen, Amer. 


Aſliſt me mercifully, O Lord, in 

theie my Supplicationsand Pray- 
| _ _ ers, and diſpoſe the way of thy 
ll | { {rvant, towards tne attainment 


of 


A Student's Prayer: 563 
of everlaſting ſalvation 3 that a- 
mong all the changes aad chan- 
ces of this mortal life, I may ever 
be defended by thy moſt gract- 
ous and ready help, through Jc- 
{us Chriſt our Lord. Amer. 


A ſhort Prayer for « Student. 


Look up unto thee, O Lord, rome 

whom cometh every good and perfedt 
gif:,beteeching thee to diret,atlilt and 
bleſs all the labours of my mind. Il}n- 
minate my underſtanding, O Father of 
lights, and lead me unto right appre- 
henſtons of all things. Endue me- with: 
that humility and ſoberneſs of mind, 
which thou delighte(t to reward, with 
more of thy gifts and graces. Beſtow 
upon me a diſcerning ſpirit 3 a ſound 
judgment 3 and an honeſt and good 
heart , ſincerely diſpoſed to. employ 
all the Talents which thoa haſt, or 
ſhalt intruſt me withal, to thy honour 
and glory, and to the good of Man- 


kind. Fer 
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For which end , I beleech thee to 


- Excite my thirſt after uſeful, rather 


than much knowleJge. And efpeci- 


ally enrich me with the treaſures of 


that inſpired wiſdom , contained in 
thy holy Scriptures 3 which are able 
to make me wiſe unto ſalvation. That 
growing in underſtanding and good- 
neſs, as | grow in yearsz my profi:- 


-1ng may be apparent unto all men : 


and I may give a comfortable account 
of my time to thee, my God, at the 
day of the Lord Jelus. Amer, 


 _ — — 
— 


.4 Prayer that may be uſed, any time of 
the day, when a perſon hath leifurs 


fo retzre. 


Lord, the great Creator and 

Governor of all things; I pro- 
ſtrate my fclf before thee, 1a the 
humbleſt adoration of thy incompre- 
henſtble Majeſty : acknowledging that 
I depend entircly upon thee 3. praiſe- 
ing 2nd megnifying thy molt glorious 
Power, 


Y 
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Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, which 
are conſpicuous every where 3 and 
rendring unto thee my molt hearty 
thanks tor all the benefits which thou 
baſt fo freely and undeſervedly con- 
ferred on me. Thou art bountiful to 
the whole World : All thy Works 
praiſe thee 3 and we the children of 
men ought more particularly to bleſs 
thee, and ſpeak good of thy Name, 
who have received ſingular marks 
and tokens of thy favour and grace, 
above all the reſt of our fellow crea- 
tures. Thou haſt made us after thine 
own Image, and endued us with rea- 
{onable and immortal ſpirits 3 and gi- 
ven us a capacity to refle on thee 
the Author of our being, and to be 
like unto thee in wiſdom , holineſs, 
goodneſs and truth. But above all I 
ought to remember continually that 
great demon(tration of thy love, in 
ſending thy dear Son to live among 
us, todye for us, and to give us an 

aſlured hope of immortal lie. 
{ love thee, O Lord. I renew the. 
o>lation, 
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obation, which I have often made of 
my ſoul and body to thee. I wait 
upon thee (till, for what thou ſeeſt 
good for both. I hope in thy ever- 
laſting mercies, that thou wlt pardon 


all my forgetfulneſs of thee, and in- 


gratitude unto thee. And I moſt ear- 
neſtly implore the grace of thy holy 
Spirit, to preſerve in my mind a pow- 
erful ſenſe of thee 3 an ardent love 
to thee 3 and an holy care to pleaſe 
and obey thee in all things, That the 
very ſame miad and ſpirit may be in 
me, which was in Chriſt Jeſus our 
Lord ; the Spirit of wiſdom and un- 
derſtanding, and the fear of thee 5 
the ſpirit of meckneſs, humility, purity 
and charity : and that I may do thy 
will with ſuch cheartulneſs, zeal, con» 
ſtancy, patience and perſeverance, as 
he did. 

[ thank thee, O Lord, for all helps 
and aſfiltances of that good Spirit, 
which thou haſt already favoured me 
witha), That thou haſt ſo frequently 
made good motions to my ſoul ; 1n- 


ſpired. 


nm 
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ſpired me with holy thoughts, and 
devaut affections; and inclined and 
diſpoſed my will many ways, to the 
choice of that which is good. [ thank 
thee for the many ſeaſonable admoni- 
tions which thou haſt given me, for 
the happy opportuiuties which have 
been afforded me, for wiſdom and 
virtue; for a good education, pious 
examples, faithful friends, and all o- 
ther furtherances in the way of fal- 
vation. | 

[ remember likewiſe, with my moſt 
pon acknowledgments, what a- 
undance of good things thou haſt 
beſtowed on me, from time to time, 
for my better accommodation 1n this 
preſent life. Bleſſed be thy name for 
my continued health , and food, and 
raiment. Blefſed be thy name that my 
bones are not broken 3 that I am not 
groaning under the ſorelt pains ; tht 
I dwell in ſafety night and day ; and 
that I (till ſee my friends and acquain- 


tance,and many other comfor:s round 


about me. 
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E thank thee, O Lord, for theſe, 
and all blefhngs whatſoever, that thou 
haſt conveyed to me by the Miniſtry 
of. thy holy Angels 3 unto whom 
thou haſt given the charge of me. O 
bleſs the Lord, together with me, ze 
his Angels which excel in ſtrength, that 
do his commandments , hearkening to 
the voice of his word, And enable me 
every day, [ molt humbly beſeech 
thee, O Father of mercies, to bleſs 
thee better 3 with a purer heart, and 
a more lively ſenſe of all thy love, 
and a greater delight in thy Divine 
Service, and a forwardneſs to every 
Food work. 

And as thou haſt preferved-me h1i- 
therto this day : fo bleſs me the re- 
maining part of it. That endeavour- 
mg lincerely in all my deligns, words, 
deſires and ations to approve my (cif 
to thee, as thy good and faithful (cr- 
vant, { may with- a good conſcience 
preſent my {elf betore thee 1n the con- 
clulion of it : and with the greater 


confidence of thy gracious acceptance 
renew 
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renew my praiſes and acknowledg- 
ments , and commend my felt to thy 
bleſſing, and hope for the continu- 
ed protection of thy holy Angels ; 
through Chriſt Jeſus. To whom be 


glory for ever. Ze. 


A ſhorter to the ſame pi poſe. 


Proſtrate my ſelf before thee, O 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, in all 
bumility of ſoul and body. I acknow- 
ledge my dependence upon thee; and 
thy conſtant care and providence 0- 
ver me ever fince I was born : partt- 
cularly this day'z in keeping me hi- 
therto from many dangers, and pro- 
viding for me many good things ; as 
well for the comfort and pleaſure, as 
for the nece(lary ſupport ot this pre- 
ſent life. Eſpecially 1 thank thee for 
thy exceeding preat love in the Lord 
Jeſus; through whom thou haſt gi- 
ven me good hope of better enjoy- 
ments in the life to come, by follow- 
ing 
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ing that blefled example which he 
hath ſet us, of-all well doing , and 
contented ſuffering. 

[t is all reaſon, O Lord , that 1 
{ſhould love thee, and entirely truſt 
iN thee, and moſt willingly ſerve and 
obey thee. Accordingly I here again 


dedicate my felf both ſoul and body 


to thee, I vow my (clf ever to thy 
ſervice. I bope ſtill in thy great mer- 
cites, which have been ſo tender and 
ſo abundant towards me. I depend 
upon thee, for what thou ſeelt to be 
profitable for me. I refer my (elf ab- 
ſolutely to thy wiſe Will ; reſolving 
to reſt contented and ſatisfied 1n that 
condition wherein thou placeſt me. T1 
believe thou ordereſt all things in 
heaven and in earth ; and takeſt the 
greate(t care of thoſe that wait upon 
thee, and commit themſelves unto 
thee, as I now do, in confidence of thy 
goodneſs, and {ubmiſhion to thy plea- 
ſure. Eſpecially I rely upon thee, for 
thy holy Spirit, to preſerve in me thele 
holy purpoſes, and inſpire me conti- 

| nually 
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nuajly with good thoughts, and ſtir 
up in me heavenly affections, and in- 
creaſe and ſtrengthen my faith and 
hope 1n thee, and afliſt my eadea- 
vours to do according to my ptous 
reſolutions. 

Bleſſed be thy great goodneſs for 
what I have felt already: I thank thee 
for thy many illuminations from a- 
bove ; for thy grace fo early prevent- 
mg me; for the afliſtance and fur- 
therance thou haſt given me; and 
the happy opportunities I have met 
withal of improving my elf 1n true 
wiſdom and goodneſs. It 1s the ear- 
neſt defire of my ſoul to grow more 
1n both, and to be made perteGly like 
to my blciied Lord and Saviour. By 
whom all honour and glory be given 
to thee, O Father Almighty , world 
without end. Amer, 
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A Grace before Meat. 


E ac*novledee thy goodneſs, O 

Lord, in making this [ plent- 

ful} proviſion for 5s. Pardon our ingra- 

titude for thy former mercies. And bleſs 
125 with ſuch a diſcreet and thankful uſe 
of theſe thy good creatures, that they may 
not hinder us i1 v7 duty, but better di - 
Poſe us to do thee all faithful ſervice in 
our ſeveral places ; throueh our Lord 


and Saviour Jeſus C hrift. Amen. 
Or ls. 


\WYG look wy unto thee , 0 Lora, 
who giveſt us life and breath, 
ani all things; , eſeeching thee to forgive 
us all our ſins,and to make us ſuch thank- 
ful partakers of theſe thy good creatures, 
thas by a moderate uſe of them our bodies 
ray be refreſhed , and made more fit to 
accompany Our fe ouls in hearty endea- 
wvours to do thee faithful ſervice,through 
Teſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 

Or 


—— 
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Or this. 


E renew our thankful acknow- 
, ledgments unto thee, O Lord, 
for making again this mzrciful proviſton 
for #4 , who are unworthy of the leaſt of 
thy favours. Add thy gracious pardon 
likewiſe 5 and bleſs the ſober uſe of theſe 
thy creatures, to the ſtrengthening of 
our frail bodies. And endue our ſouls 
with the grace of thy holy Spirit , that 
we may return back unto thee the 
ſtrength we receive from them in well 
doing , and it may be as delightful as 
our meat and drink, to do the will o 
thee our heavenly Father, through Feſws 
Chriſt, &c. Amen. 


After Meat. © 


E return unto thee, O Lord, our 

hearty thanks for theſe and all 
other the like mercies beſtowed upon us, 
ever ſince we had a being ;, eſpecially for 
the 
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574 GRACES. 


the promiſes thou haſt given ws of eter- 
nal life, by thy Sox: (hriſt. Enable ws, 
we beſeech thee , to continue ſo patiently 
inall good works, that at laſt we may at- 
tain it. And bleſs thine Univerſal 
Church , theſe Realms, the Kjne, the 
Queen, aud all the Royal Family ; and 
grawt us thy grace, mercy and peace, 


through Chrift Teſus. Amen: 
Or this. 


Leſſed be thy name , O Lord, for 
Þ Þ our continued health, and food, 
and raiment, and friends, and all other 
good things , whereby thou maintaineſt 
the comfort of this preſent life. Above 
all we thank thee, for thy love in Chrift 
Jeſus , and the hope thou haſt given us 
by hims,of better things in another world: 
unto which we beſeech thee to bring us by 


| hearty obedience to thee all our days. 


Seve thine Univerſal Church, &C. 


_— 


GRACES. 575 


Or this. 
E thank thee, O Lord, that 


\ \ we are alive, and that we live 
in health, and peace, and the enjoyment 
of all good things that are neeaful for 
the ſupport of thes preſent life , and for 
the attainment of a better. (ontinue 
them, we pray thee , unto us : and con- 
tinue in us ſuch a thankfal ſenſe of thy 
love , that we may live unto thee , 
whom we live, Save thy Univerſal 


Church, &c. 


THE END 
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